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January 2018 
 

New Year Blessings St. Peter’s! 
 

On Epiphany Sunday, January 7th, we will ordain and install our new church officers, each of 

whom have heard God’s call to serve the church and this congregation in this new season!  
 

But what does it mean to hear God’s call? 
 

For some, it is a gradual “tuning-in” to God’s purposes as one deepens his or her walk of faith.  

For others, hearing God’s call involves a sudden re-orientation of one’s life and priorities. And 

for others, this sense of calling feels like a gentle or at times persistent nudging that can no 

longer be ignored or denied. 
 

God calls each of us in so many different ways – in our daily work and professions, in our 

family lives, in our personal relationships and in our community of faith.  But rather that compartmentalize these 

areas, might we see our daily lives and activities in a more holistic way.   
 

We are continually called by God in all areas of life.  Whatever pastures we are serving in, God nurtures us, 

guides us and indeed calls us. 
 

As a pastor I’m often asked the question “how did you feel called to ministry?”  In the past I’ve given an 

elaborate answer of how God redirected my life in my mid-twenties, calling me despite my doubts and 

uncertainty to embark on a new vocation  But as my call to ministry deepens here at St. Peter’s, I find I am 

approaching my own sense of call in a new way.  It is not so much about an overarching vocational call, but a 

moment-by-moment call, a person-to-person call. 
 

What is God calling me to do in this moment?  How is God calling me to respond in this situation?  Who is God 

calling me to be during this encounter? 
 

My greatest challenge is discerning what God is calling me to do when there are multiple important aspects of 

ministry at one time.  My spiritual director shared with me a helpful mantra to ask myself: What is God calling me 

to do that will allow me to respond with the greatest love? Such a simple invitation! 
 

This idea has helped me to prioritize the many “calls” of ministry and to be aware of the more hidden or subtle 

forms of discipleship – meaningful conversations before worship, informal moments of fellowship after Council 

meetings, unexpected encounters with congregants in the Price Chopper produce aisle when we share the peace of 

Christ amid our daily errands.  These somewhat ordinary interactions are where God’s call on our lives is most 

present and profound! 
 

God called out to Jesus during his baptism in the River Jordon, “You are my Child, my Beloved.”  In the same 

way, God calls out to us, not only in our roles of servant leadership, but more importantly during the in-between 

times when our calls to ministry are truly revealed. 
 

As we begin this New Year, what is God’s call for you today, in this moment? 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Lynn Horan 

St. Peter’s Press 
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 “FIRST FRUITS”  
Discerning our Core Values as a Community of Faith 

 

Part 2 of our Mission Study “Fields of Faith” 

 
In August we began PART 1 of our congregational mission study with a time of reflection called “Tilling 

the Soil,” where we prayerfully considered the strengths, blessings and opportunities for change in our 

community of faith. On Pledge Dedication Sunday, on November 12th we began PART 2 called “First 

Fruits,” in which we explored the core values of our community of faith.  

Below is what was shared at our Harvest Potluck! 

 
Share a story or an experience you’ve had at St. Peter’s that you feel expresses what St. Peter’s “is 

really about.” Based on that story or experience, what core values do you see? 

 
CARE AND COMPASSION 

 Individuals who have experienced difficult and long-term illness have felt incredibly supported 

as congregants organized transportation, prepared meals for weeks and months, helped with yard 

work and chores, offered pastoral care and ongoing prayers.   

 Many expressed that those who have been cared for, in turn care for others in similar ways.  

Described by one as a “ripple effect.” 

 Special healing prayer service offered strength for those suffering from illness.  There was a deep 

sense of solidarity, with those present feeling God’s Spirit in their midst. 

 

CORE VALUES:  

Small acts of kindness in larger effort 

Readiness to help 

Compassion – care for well-being of others 

Miracles in our midst 

Sharing hardship 
 

COMMUNITY AND FAMILY 

 Sign on the Village Green advertizing events and special activities express a lively and active 

church with a long tradition  

 Invited by a friend and the church became my family  

 St. Peter’s is my extended family since I’ve been involved most of my childhood and adult life 

 Commitment to youth through high-quality educational activities, natural materials and 

thoughtful interpretation of Scripture.   

 

CORE VALUES: 

Welcoming 

Friendship 

Value children  

Community 

Acceptance, inclusivity 
-  Continued  - 
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WORSHIP AND SPIRITUALITY 

 Invited to sing in the choir but found so much more in terms of inclusivity and shared mission 

 Felt very welcomed during my first visit and didn’t want to go to any other church 

 First Sunday heard a sermon on the unique challenges and blessings of aging.  It was deeply 

touching and unexpected from a young pastor. 

 Member was married in the church and during the ceremony witnessed two angles in the 

balcony, which was received as a blessing of the marriage union. 

 Sermons and worship content committed to deep intellectual understanding. 

 First Sunday I attended I appreciated a sermon given by a congregant on how he finds God in 

nature, which spoke to me personally.  It was also refreshing to see congregants participating in 

worship in such a central way. 

 Participated in a group discussion on Christian mysticism, which expressed a sense of openness 

to how God is worshipped and experienced by each one of us   

 

CORE VALUES: 

Contemplative, prayerful 

Deeply spiritual 

Shared leadership 

Intellectual, learning 
 

FAITH IN ACTION 

 Our church potlucks are truly inspiring, the way everyone comes together and chips in 

 Generosity and service in the larger community 

 

CORE VALUES 

Dedication 

Generosity 

Peaceful actions 
 



 
NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 

Ordination and Installation 

 

Sunday January 7th 

During Worship 
 

We look forward to ordaining and installing our new 

church officers on Epiphany Sunday, January 7th 

This will include new Ruling Elders and Deacons and those beginning a second term. 

 

*Please note that all new and second-term church officers are invited to attend our 

January 3rd Council Meeting at 7pm to be received into leadership.  

 

Thank you for sharing your gifts of ministry with our community of faith! 
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Nativity Crèche Returns to St. Peter’s! 
 

This Advent we 

welcomed back the 

beautiful hand-

made crèche 

created by our 

neighbor and local 

artist Cristobal 

Morales. Crisobal 

and his nephew 

Cris joined us in 

worship during our 

Christmas Pageant 

to share the story 

behind  

his creation! 
 

Having grown up in the town of Puebla, 

Mexico, Cristobal had a childhood vision to 

create a wide-scale miniature crèche scene.  His 

mother, a deeply faithful woman, received a gift 

to help the family during tough times.  She used 

some of the money to give Cristobal his very 

first nativity figures ~ Mary, Joseph and the 

baby Jesus.  This was the beginning of a life-

long passion as Cristobal searched for more 

figures in shop windows and restored broken 

figures discarded in the trash ~ wherever he 

could find them! 
 

When he moved to the United States as a young 

man, Cristobal continued his quest to build a 

large nativity set and eventually built what you 

see today! 
 

This Advent, Cristobal stayed up with his 

nephew until the wee morning hours on 

December 17th, putting the final touches on the 

crèche to be dedicated during our morning 

worship.  He is pictured here with the morning 

sun pouring over the crèche and a trusted glue 

gun in hand! 
 

Thank you Cristobal for blessing us in such a 

special way during the Advent season! 
 

With deep gratitude, 

St. Peter’s Church 

 

 
 

Sunday January 21st 
Following Worship  

 

Join us for an informal and interactive 
Congregational Meeting during our 

fellowship time to: 
 

 Receive our annual budget and 
update on our fall Stewardship 

season 
 

 Hear from our Ministry Teams 
through a fun brainstorming 

activity 
 

 Update on St. Peter’s Mission 
Study “Fields of Faith” 

 




PLEDGE GIVING UPDATE: 
 

As of Sunday, December 17th, 

we have received 

41 pledges totaling $75,194 

 

Holiday Bazaar 
 

Many thanks to Jennifer Lippert, 

who headed up the Holiday Bazaar, 

held on December 10, and to 

everyone who worked many hours 

to prepare for and to work at the 

bazaar. It was a lovely day, and the tables were 

full of wonderful items. The cookie walk was 

again popular, and a delicious lunch of chili and 

cornbread was served. There were many 

beautiful handmade items, including the tea 

towels, totes, fire starters, and lavender sachets 

that the Sunday School children made. The 

jewelry table and "Grandma's Attic" as well as 

the silent auction rounded out the say with many 

great offerings. The Bazaar raised more than 

$5,000 for the church! 
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JANUARY WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, December 31st 

Guest Preacher Rev. Eric Fagans 

 

Sunday, January 7th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Ordination and Installation of New Church 

Officers 

 

Sunday, January 14th  

Worship Led by St. Peter’s Worship Team 

 

Sunday, January 21st  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Congregational Meeting following Worship 

 

Sunday January 28th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 



Lectionary Readings
January 

 

1/6/18 Isa 60:1-6, Ps 
72:1-7, 10-14, 
Eph 3:1-12, 
Matt 2:1-2 

1/7/18 Gen 1:1-5, Ps 
29, Acts 19:1-
7, Mark 1:4-11 

1/14/18 1 Sam 3:1-10 
(11-20), Ps 139:1-6, 13-18, 1 Cor 
6:12-20, John 1:43-51 

1/21/18 Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Ps 62:5-12 1 Cor 
7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20 

1/28/18 Deut 18:15-20, Ps 111, 1 Cor 8:1-
13, Mark 1:21-28 

 January Birthdays 
 

 

Marta Barensfeld 1/1 

Bonnie Mesick 1/5 

Claire Verenazi 1/5 

Alexander Pitman 1/7 

Charlotte Coalter 1/8 

Arlene Newton 1/15 

Cheryl Roberts 1/15 

AnneMae Cashen 1/16 

William Culley 1/16 

Pastor Lynn Horan 1/16 

Marion Goodrich 1/17 

Patricia Meess 1/18 

Matthew Harrington 1/22 

Leah Pitman  1/22 

Frances Culley 1/23 

Jessica Davis  1/26 

Ian Wing  1/26 

Terry Buck  1/28 

Isabella Waldorf 1/28 



ST. PETER’S WORSHIP 

TEAM! 

Join us for our next meeting on 
 

Sunday Jan 28th, after Worship 
 

Are you excited about what God  

is doing at St. Peter’s? 
 

Do you have ideas for creative and 

meaningful worship? 
 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, writing, 

speaking, story-telling? 
 

Join us for a fun planning meeting as we 

prepare for our next lay led worship service, 

to be held on February 11th. 
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FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
 

For New Members and Inquirers 
Sundays January 21 and 28 

9:00 am in the Fellowship Room 
 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, 
fellowship, and family? 

 
Are you looking for a church home where 

you can deepen your faith? 
 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in 
prayer, worship, and service? 

 
Would you like to become more involved in 

the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 
 
Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this two-week 
exploration of faith for those interested in 
becoming a member of St. Peter’s. We will 
share our own faith journeys and discern 
where God’s Spirit is leading us in our 
community of faith! 
 
New members will be received into 
membership during worship on the First 
Sunday of Lent, February 18. 
 
Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are 
interested. Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in 
My name, there I am among them." 

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION TRAINING 

Sunday February 4th, After Worship 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Do you feel a deep sense of God’s presence 

when you receive Communion?  

 

Would you like to share that experience 

with those who are sick or homebound? 

 

Would you like to serve the church in a 

simple yet profound way? 

 

Join us on Sunday February 4th for an 

informal Home Communion Training 
 





PASTOR’S 
WEEKLY OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 
hours are  
Mon–Wed, 9 am–1 pm 
(Church or manse 
office, also by 
appointment). Lynn is 
also available whenever needed for pastoral 
care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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January Worship Leaders 
 

January 7th  Head Usher:     Jerry Wrightman 

  Assistant Usher: Matthew Harrington 

  Liturgist:    Laura Corsun 

      Communion Servers:  Sandy Fischer,  

                   Mary Anne Davis 

 

January 14th Head Usher:    Raeph Sanderson 

  Assistant Usher: Pat Meess 

  Liturgist:    Worship Team 

 

January 21st Head Usher:    Bonnie Mesick 

  Assistant Usher: Larry Massimo 

  Liturgist:    Nancy Ordman 

 

January 28th Head Usher:    Randy Ezinga 

  Assistant Usher: George French 

  Liturgist:    Marion Ulmer 
*Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know who it is. Thank you! 
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 January 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 

2 
6:30 pm Women 
Unabridged 

3 
7:00 pm Council 
Meeting including 
new church officers 
7:00 pm Choir 

4 
 

5 6 

7 
9:00 am Choir 
10:00 am 
Communion Worship 
Service Ordination & 
Installation of New 
Church officers 
 

8 
 

9 
7:00 pm Trustees 
Meeting 

10 
7:00 pm Choir 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
9:30 am Deacons 
Meeting 

14 
9:00 am Choir 
10:00 am Worship 
Team Led Service  

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
7:00 pm Choir 

18 
 

19 20 

21 
9:00 am Choir 
9:00 am Faith 
Seekers Class 
10:00 am Worship 
Service  
Congregational 
meeting following 
worship 

22 23 24 
7:00 pm Choir 

25 26 
 

27 

28 
9:00 am choir 
9:00 am Faith 
Seekers Class 
10:00 am Worship 
Service  

29 30 31 
7:00 pm Choir 

   

       

  

 


