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St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church - Spencertown, NY 
PO Box 14, Spencertown, NY 12165 

(5219 County Rt. 7, Spencertown, NY 12165) 
Phone: (518) 392-3386 

E-Mail: stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
Website: SaintPetersPC.org 

 

February 2018 
 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

Several years ago my family attended our congregation’s Ash 

Wednesday service, without me.  It was budget season at the New 

York State Senate, and as a recently hired policy analyst, I was 

working late.  As the evening drew closer to when the worship 

service would begin, I felt a deep sense of longing.  I didn’t realize 

how much I wanted to be there!  
 

I was longing for Lent. 
 

I arrived home to a dark and empty house, my family still at the 

worship service. I tossed my hat and gloves on the kitchen table and slumped down in one of the chairs, with my 

head resting on my outstretched arms.  When my family walked in a few minutes later, before even seeing their 

faces I could make out the mark of ashes on each of their foreheads.  Already exhausted and feeling rather sad, 

my heart sank with deep regret.   
 

I was longing for Lent.  
 

On a night when I felt utterly depleted, I felt I had missed an opportunity to seek God’s presence, to return to 

God’s embrace.  Of course, God was with me even at that late-night work meeting, and with me again as I sat 

alone at the kitchen table.  But on that cold February night, I longed for a physical reminder of my own need for 

God.  I also wanted to be surrounded by others who were intentionally seeking God’s presence.    
 

I was longing for Lent. 
 

Since that night, I have always been drawn to the tradition of the spreading of ashes - the chance to come before 

God as humans, accepting our own limitations, acknowledging our brokenness and our need for God.  When we 

receive the ashes we are reminded that God accompanies us from dust, to life, and to dust again... and everywhere 

in between. 
 

Lent is a season of returning, of renewal, and of remembering who we are as people of God. 
 

What are you longing for this Lenten season?     

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Lynn Horan 

 

St. Peter’s Press 

 

 
 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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Canaan Congregational Church 
PO Box 66 

Canaan, NY 12029 
www.canaanucc.org 

518-781-4771 

 
 

 January 7, 2018 
 
 

To our dear friends at St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church, 
 

It seems appropriate on this day we celebrate Epiphany, when the wise ones 
brought gifts to the Christ Child, to thank you for the gift you gave us. We truly 
appreciated celebrating the birth of Jesus in your lovely and serene sanctuary. Thank 
you for sharing your sacred space for that holy, silent night. 

 
 

            Blessings of the New Year 
 

 

http://www.canaanucc.org/
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THE LANGUAGE OF 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP DURING LENT 

 

We often enter the season of Lent with some anxiety, knowing that we’ll hear some 

words that make us feel uncomfortable, such as SIN and REPENTENCE.  But Lent is 

also about GRACE, REDEMPTION and RESSURECTION, words that speak of 

God’s extravagant love working through our fragile humanness. 
 

As we journey together through this holy season, let us explore together the 

LANGUAGE OF LENT, focusing on the “big words” and often misunderstood 

concepts of our faith.  Just as with our own words, might we seek the deeper truth, 

meaning and intent behind our words of faith! 
 

Lent 1: February 18th  

“Recovering Repentance”  

Luke 13:1-9 
 

Lent 2: February 25
th

  

“Sin as Hope?” 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

Lent 3: March 4
th

  

“Abundant Grace”  

Isaiah 55: 1-3, 6-7, 12-13 
 

Lent 4: March 11
th 

“Salvation as Wholeness” 
 

Lent 5: March 18
th 

Worship Team leading Worship 
 

Palm Sunday: March 20
th

 

“Ride of Redemption” 

 Luke 15:11-32 
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ASH WEDNESDAY   

Wednesday, February 14th 

  

Valentine’s Potluck Dinner at 6pm  

Worship at 7pm 
(Choir rehearsal at 8:00pm) 

 
Children and families are welcome! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday is a door that is opened before us, inviting us into the holy season of 

Lent.  As we receive the ashes, we partake in an ancient ritual that speaks of grief and 

mourning.  Yet this ritual is also a courageous act of returning to God and accepting our 

humanity before our Creator. 

 

We gather for many reasons, some we can claim and others that remain a mystery.  Yet 

we gather to know that we are part of something.  We want to remember that we belong 

to something beyond our immediate selves.  And we gather together to affirm the hope 

that in life and in death, we belong to God. 

 

As we begin our Lenten journey together, may you find peace amidst God’s presence and 

within our community of faith. 
 

Then the Holy One formed the human from the dust of the ground and breathed into the nostrils the 

breath of life, and the human became a living being. 

~ Genesis 2:7 ~ 
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Deacon’s Corner 
By Sandy Fischer 

 

Can you believe its 2018 already?  Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us that “to everything there is 

a season, a time for every purpose under the heaven.” We, as Deacons, prayerfully and 

mindfully work to provide our church community support, comfort, and love, during this 

time of transition and beyond. 
 

Some reminders: 
 

        Birthday cards! We love to send out cards to all of our church community - yet we 

haven’t perfected a method for adding/subtracting names and dates.  Sandy will have a 

list at church if you would like to check and make any changes. 
 

        Coffee hour - in an effort to make it feasible for all - you may notice that the 

grandness will be scaled back over the coming months. Additionally, we would love to 

have you contribute with a dish or baked goods when you feel called or volunteer to host 

a Sunday to celebrate a special event.  The Deacons will certainly join in helping you. 
 

        Coffee sales and donations - all money donations go to funding the holiday gift 

cards in Phillip’s memory and provide additional support as needed (this year we 

purchased the 2 home communion kits).  We were blessed to receive a sizable grant from 

Clara Gott this past season to increase our donations to 12 cards. The coffee we drink 

during coffee hour and most church functions is the Tierra Farm coffee, and while we 

love to support our mission by only drinking what we offer to sell, it is somewhat costly, 

and thus, relies on your generous contributions. 
 

        Caring calls - please remember to let a Deacon or Shelley know if there is a concern 

to which we can offer prayers or support. Our first priority as Deacons is to you, our 

beloved community. In an effort to expand our calling, we will be participating in the 

Home Communion training on Fed. 4 (after service) and will be scheduling home 

communions with several members who we have visited in the past.  If you know of 

anyone, or at any time would like to receive home communion, please let us know.   
 

In closing, and to paraphrase Rev. Drew Paton and Henri Frederic Amiel, “Life is short, 

we have not much time to gladden the hearts of others. So be swift to love, make haste to 

be kind, and may the peace of God go with you now and always.” 
 



 

St. Peter’s Press Deadline 
 

Do you have an article you would like to submit 

to St. Peter’s Press? It’s easy, just email the 

article to Shelley at the church office 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to Rev. Lynn 

Horan at lynnmhoran@gmail.com. by the 20th 

of each month. The submission deadline for St. 

Peter’s Press March issue is Tues. Feb 20th.  
 

Thank you Teresa Barensfeld for all the work 

you have done to get our newsletter published 

each month! 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, February 4th 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching, Communion 

Home Communion Training after Worship 
 

Sunday, February 11th 

Worship Led by St. Peter’s Worship Team 
 

Sunday, February 18th 

First Sunday of Lent 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Receiving of New Members 
 

Sunday, February 25th 

Second Sunday of Lent 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Worship Team Meeting after Worship 
 



Lectionary Readings
February 

 

2/4/18 Isa 40:21-31; 
Ps 147:1-11, 
20c; 1 Cor 
9:16-23; Mark 
1:29-39 

2/11/18 2 Kings 2:1-12; 
Ps 50:1-6; 2 
Cor 4:3-6; 
Mark 9:2-9 

2/14/18 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isa. 58:1-12; Ps 
51:1-17; 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; Matt 
6:1-6, 16-21 

2/18/18 Gen 9:8-17; Ps 25:1-10; 1 Peter 
3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

2/25/18 Gen 17:1-7, 15-16; Ps 22:23-31; 
Rom 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-28 

 February Birthdays 
 

Linda Bolluyt 2/6 

Emily Gaylord 2/6 

Evelyn Vazac 2/12 

Donna Staron  2/16 

Casen Waldorf 2/19 

Owen Barensfeld 2/23 

Margy Quinn  2/25 

Lynn Brown  2/27 

Carol French  2/28 

Samuel Lareau 2/28 



PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  
Mon–Wed, 9 am–1 pm (Church or manse office, 
also by appointment). Lynn is also available 
whenever needed for pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 



HOME COMMUNION TRAINING 

Sunday February 4th, After Worship 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Do you feel a deep sense of God’s presence 

when you receive Communion?  
 

Would you like to share that experience 

with those who are sick or homebound? 
 

Would you like to serve the church in a 

simple yet profound way? 
 

Join us on Sunday February 4th for an 

informal Home Communion Training 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Christmas Bazaar 

 
Our very lucky quilt raffle ticket winner for 

the second time is Beth Meehan! 

Congratulations Beth! 

Thank you to everyone that bought and sold 

tickets and helped make this raffle the 

success that it is every year! 
 

 

BREAKFAST BRAINSTORMING 
 

with our 
 

TRANSITIONAL  
MINISTRY TEAM 

 

Saturday February 24th 10am 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Join us for an exciting brainstorming 

gathering over bagels and coffee as we 

reflect on our first 6 months of transitional 

ministry together! 
 

Reflect on Parts 1 and 2 of our Mission 

Study “Fields of Faith” with discussion on 

our core mission and identity. 
 

Make plans for Part 3 of our Mission Study 

with thoughts on leadership development 

and church infrastructure. 

ST. PETER’S  

WORSHIP TEAM! 

Join us for our next meeting on 
 

Sunday Feb. 25th, after Worship 
 

Are you excited about what God  

is doing at St. Peter’s? 
 

Do you have ideas for creative and 

meaningful worship? 
 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, writing, 

speaking, story-telling? 
 

Join us for a fun planning meeting as we 

prepare for our next lay led worship service, 

to be held on March 18th. 

 

 

        LENTEN  

BOOK STUDY 
 

Speaking of Sin: 

The Lost Language 

of Salvation 
 

By Barbara Brown Taylor 

 
If you have further 

interest in our Lenten 

sermon series “The 

Language of Lent,” please consider 

purchasing this short but very meaningful 

devotional book that will touch on some of 

our Lenten themes. 
 

Copies are available on Amazon.com for $10 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Speaking-Sin-

Lost-Language-Salvation/dp/1561011894 
 



WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN 
WORSHIP SERIES 

 

Stay tuned for more 
details on our 
Chatham-Area 
Churches Wednesday 
Lenten Dinner and 
Worship Series! 

https://www.amazon.com/Speaking-Sin-Lost-Language-Salvation/dp/1561011894
https://www.amazon.com/Speaking-Sin-Lost-Language-Salvation/dp/1561011894
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February Worship Leaders 
 

February 4th  Head Usher:     Jerry Wrightsman 

  Assistant Usher: Matthew Harrington 

  Liturgist:   Mary Anne Davis 

      Communion Servers: Kevin Lippert,  

   Joel Dyslin, & Jerry Wrightsman 

 

February 11th Head Usher:         Bonnie Mesick 

  Assistant Usher: Larry Massimo 

  Liturgist:            Worship Team 

 

February 18th Head Usher:         Raeph Sanderson 

  Assistant Usher: Bonnie Meess 

  Liturgist:    Barbara Conkling 

 

February 25th Head Usher:        David Pierce 

  Assistant Usher Ryan Schaeffer 

  Liturgist:   Ian Wing 
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February 2018 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9:00 am Choir 

10:00 am Communion 

Worship and Sunday 

School 

11:30 am Home 

Communion Training 

 6:30 pm Women 

Unabridged 

7:00 pm Choir   9:30 am Deacons 

Meeting 

9:30-12pm Albany 

Presby Meeting at 

Hamilton Union 

Presbyterian Church All 

are Welcome  -  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9:00 am Choir 

10:00 am Lay Led 

Worship and Sunday 

School 

 7:00 pm Trustees 

Meeting 

Ash Wednesday 

6:00 pm Valentine’s 

Potluck 

7:00 pm Worship   

8:00 pm Choir 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
First Sunday of Lent 

9:00 am Choir 

10:00 am Worship and 

Sunday School 

 Newsletter article 

submission deadline 

7:00 pm Choir   10:00 am Transitional 

Ministry Team Meeting 

–Breakfast 

Brainstorming 

25 26 27 28    
Second Sunday of Lent 

9:00 am Choir 

10:00 am Worship and 

Sunday School 

11:30 am Worship Team 

Meeting 

  7:00 pm Choir    
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