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Greetings St. Peter’s!
My first introduction to the history of our wonderful
congregation was an out-of-print copy of Rev. Timothy
Woodbridge’s memoires, titled Autobiography of a Blind
Minister. As some of you may know, Rev. Woodbridge was the
pastor of St. Peter’s from 1842 to 1852, and also founded our
neighboring Spencertown Academy in 1847.
Thanks to the “Forgotten Books” publishing company, I was able
to order a reprint of this fascinating book, and during the weeks
leading up to my journey to Spencertown, this book became an
incredible window into the life and ministry of this early pastor
and a fascinating look at St. Peters’ historic roots in this
community!
In addition to reading the words of Rev. Woodbridge, I’ve also
come across some amazing St. Peter’s artifacts, safely stored in
the manse office. While organizing some files one evening, I
opened a rather non-descript box and to my surprise I found a
beautiful collection of worship bulletins throughout St. Peter’s
history including a formal Easter program from 1940.

A sampling of some interesting St. Peter’s
historical artifacts, to be displayed in the
narthex during the town Bicentennial later
this month!

Other interesting finds include a pocket-sized book of Prayer Meeting Topics from 1895 and a check stub from
1885 made out to the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the amount of six dollars and
fifty cents, a significant offering at the time. Another one of my favorites is a guest book from 1927-1956,
which I imagine may include some names you may recognize!
These items (and more!) will be displayed in the narthex later this month as we enter a season of celebration for
the Bicentennial of the Town of Austerlitz. Having been established several decades before the Town of
Austerlitz, our church has served the surrounding community throughout the town’s history!
Join us for this exciting season of worship and fellowship!

“Building up the Church:” A Bicentennial Celebration
Sunday May 27th through Sunday, June 10th
Come celebrate where God has led us and where God continues to lead us as a community of faith!

Peace and blessings,
Lynn
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JOIN US ON SUNDAY MAY 6th for
“PLANTING SEEDS”
A Season of Renewal and Revitalization
Part 3 of our Mission Study “Fields of Faith”
In August we began PART 1 of our congregational mission study with a time of reflection called
“Tilling the Soil,” where we prayerfully considered the strengths, blessings and opportunities for
change in our community of faith. In the November we participated in PART 2 “First Fruits,” where
we explored the core values of our community of faith through shared story telling. We now embark on
PART 3 “Planting Seeds,” where we will discern ways in which we can apply our core values to
concrete ministry and mission development during this season of renewal! May God guide as and
nourish us as we continue to journey together!
*If you are unable to join us on Sunday May 6th, please take some time to prayerfully answer these
questions and send them to Pastor Lynn at lynnmhoran@gmail.com or leave them in the church office.

1) During PART 2 “First Fruits” of our Mission Study, our congregation identified the
following core values of our community of faith:
Care and Compassion
Community and Family
Worship and Spirituality
Faith in Action

In what ways is our shared ministry at St. Peter’s in-line with these core values?
2) In what ways might our shared ministry become more in-line with these core values?
What changes or shifts of priorities would make this possible?
3) What does the idea of “RENEWAL” mean to you? What does it mean for our
community of faith to experience a season of renewal and revitalization? What does that
look like? What could it look like?
4) If money/funding was of no consideration, what would be the most important
mission/ministry opportunity for St. Peter’s?
5) How is God calling you to participate in this season of renewal and revitalization?
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“BUILDING

UP THE
CHURCH”
A Bi-Centennial
Celebration
May - June 2018

Join us for a season of worship, fellowship and fundraising as we celebrate the Bicentennial of
the Town of Austerlitz and the important place St. Peter’s holds in the history and future of our
local community!
During this special season we seek to build up the life of Christ in our surrounding community
through our worship and service. We will also “build up” the church through a focused capital
campaign over the next year that will support significant building updates and sustain our
church’s overall financial health.
“Building up the Church”
SPECIAL WORSHIP SERIES
Sunday, May 27
“How the Church was Built”
Guest speaker Tom Moreland, Town Historian
Matthew 7:24-27
Sunday June 3rd
“Building up the Church Today”
Jesus’ Parable of the Two Builders
Matthew 16:13-19
Sunday June 10th
“Building Up the Church for Tomorrow”
Following God’s Call to Sustainability and Renewal
Isaiah 65:17-24
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May Lectionary Readings
5/6/18

ST. PETER’S FLAGS

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:16; John 15:9-17

5/10/18

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93;
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53

5/13/18

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John
5:9-13; John 17:6-19

5/20/18

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14;
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans
8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:2627, 16:4b-15

5/27/18

Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm29; Romans 8:1217; John 3:1-17

During the next few months, we will be
rotating our flag outside of the church
building. Council has voted to raise our
Earth Day flag from Earth Day (April
22nd) until Memorial Day. We will then
raise an American Flag during the summer
in celebration of Memorial Day,
Independence Day and Labor Day. In
September, our Rainbow Flag will return,
representing the welcome and inclusion of
all God’s people in the life of the church.



May Birthdays

Dan Franck
5/5
Sandy Fischer
5/8
Beth Illingworth
5/10
Barbara Iverson
5/16
Christopher John Cashen 5/30

MAY WORSHIP



PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS
Lynn’s weekly office hours are
Mon–Wed, 9 am–1 pm (Church or
manse office, also by appointment).
Lynn is also available whenever
needed for pastoral care emergencies.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com

Sunday, May 6th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching, Communion
Sunday, May 13th, MOTHER’S DAY
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
Sunday, May 20th, YOUTH SUNDAY
Rev. Lynn Horan with
Youth Helping Lead Worship!
Bible Dedication and
Celebration of Graduates
Worship Team Planning Meeting


We will be celebrating
our graduates of all
ages on Youth
Sunday, May 20th. If
you or someone you
know in our church
family is graduating, please contact
Shelley in the church office
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net.

Sunday, May 27th
“Building up the Church”
(3 Week Worship Series)
With Guest Speaker Tom Moreland
Spencertown Historian
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ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM!
Join us for our next meeting on
Sunday May 20th, after Worship
Are you excited about
what God is doing at
St. Peter’s?

The Spring Fling Silent Auction
will be partnering with the Summer in
Spencertown event this year, which is
held on Memorial Day weekend, May
26th Ten percent of the money made in
the auction will be donated to help with
the rebuilding of Puerto Rico.

Do you have ideas for
creative and
meaningful worship?
Do you have gifts of
music, reading,
writing, speaking,
story-telling
Join us for a fun planning meeting as we
prepare for our next lay led worship
service, to be held on June 24th.


We are trying to find items of various
prices so that you will enjoy spending
money while at the same time, donating
to a good cause.
One of my favorite donation items has
been given by a young donor,
Ermegarde Culley. Ermegarde lovingly
tends to a flock of Spencertown
chickens. She has donated a dozen eggs
a week for six weeks.

Spring Cleaning

WORK PARTY (CLEAN UP)
It’s time for spring cleaning! We are having
a work party around the church and manse
to be held, rain or shine, on May 5th from
9:00 – noon. Joel will provide soup
and sandwiches.

Please consider what you might
donate…if you have a skill or talent (and
we all do) or know someone who would
be willing to donate an item, it is an
opportunity to be generous.

Many hands make light work

Please contact Patricia McKeon at
518-392-3369 if you have questions or
need an item to be picked up.
Thank you,
Patricia McKeon

St. Peter’s Press Deadline



If you have an article you would like to
submit to St. Peter’s Press? Just email
the article to Shelley at the church
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to
Rev. Lynn Horan at
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th of
each month. The submission deadline
for the June issue is Sun. May 20th
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Becoming a Member of St. Peter’s!
“For where two or three are gathered in
My name, there I am among them."
~ Matthew 18:20 ~

WELCOME “GLORY TO GOD”

Do you seek a sense of belonging,
fellowship and family?

The New Presbyterian Hymnal

Are you looking for a church home where
you can deepen your faith?

Council has joyfully approved the
purchase of our new “GLORY TO
GOD” Hymnal!
AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Please consider purchasing a hymnal for
$20 as we prepare to dedicate 100 new
hymnals in the pews of St. Peter’s during
the Town of Austerlitz Bicentennial
celebration this June! Peruse copies of
the new hymnal in the narthex and find
beloved favorites and inspiring new
hymns!

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in
prayer, worship and service?
Would you like to become more involved in
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?
Please see or contact Lynn Horan at
Lynnmhoran@gmail.com if you are
interested in deepening your journey with us
here at St. Peter’s. A new member class will
be scheduled at a time convenient for those
interested!

Special offering envelopes
can be found in the pews.

From the Ghent Food Pantry
To St Peter’s good people

*Please note whether you’d like to
purchase a hymnal in IN HONOR/ IN
MEMORY/ IN CELEBRATION / IN
APPRECIATION of someone special.
Dedication plaques will be included in
each hymnal.

Thank you so much for your continued
support of the food pantry.
We hear first-hand the grateful thanks
our neighbors in need and want to share
their thanks.

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD!
~ Psalm 95 ~

On behalf of all our volunteers, many
thanks!
Annie
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Welcome to Summer
in Spencertown
Saturday, May 26th
10-3pm, Village Green
RAISE THE ROOF!!!!

Resources to Protect the Environment
(From Our Earth Day Celebration)
Sierra Club, National Headquarters
2101 Webster St., Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612 Phone 415-977-5500
Office Hours: 9am-5pm, M-F Pacific Time
Sierra Club, Legislative Office
50 F Street, NW, Eighth Floor
Washington, DC 20001 Ph: 202-547-1141
Office hours 9am-5pm, M-F, Eastern Time
www.sierraclub.org

On May 26th, we celebrate the start of the
season in Spencertown. I thought it would
be a good idea to continue this tradition
celebration, previously known as The
Columbia Food and Arts Festival. The
Friends of St. Peter’s formed as the
fundraising group tasked with restoring our
important historic building in the center of
town. As they began their campaign to
recondition the church building, the
congregation was tasked with the obligation
to hold two fundraisers a year – one being
the envelopes in the pews, the second our
annual welcoming summer to our fair town.

The Nature Conservancy, Worldwide Office
4245 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 100
Arlington, VA 22203-1606 Ph: 703-841-5300
The Nature Conservancy (local office)
New York State Office
195 New Karner Rd., Suite 200
Albany, NY 12205 Ph: 518-690-7850
www.nature.org

Welcome to Summer, also known as
Summer in Spencertown, we bring together
musicians, artisans, bakers, a BBQ, plant
sales and all sorts of local non-profits
including animal rescue groups with
puppies to adopt. Gently used clothes and
antiques also make an appearance. The
Sunday school makes floral crowns and the
road will closed in front of the church,
making the event suitable for kids and a
relaxed strolling opportunity to get to know
your neighbors and see their talents.

Ocean Conservancy
1300 19th St, NW, 8th Floor
Washington, DC 20036
Ph: 800-519-1541 & 202-429-5609
oceanconservancy.org
Take Action NYC
Take Action NYC helps people in New York
City find ways to take action toward social
justice and economic justice by providing a
centralized, comprehensive protest and political
action calendar, as well as listings of groups,
resources, and news sources related to activism.
www.takeactionnyc.com

This year our focus is the roof on the
church. By Memorial Day weekend, the
church may have scaffolding around it as
the new roof construction will have begun.
The Friends have raised nearly enough
money to replace the roof, but we as
congregants are responsible for additional
funding and this event helps us reach our
goals.
We still need vendors and you may be
receiving a call about baking something
using rhubarb – please say yes! This is such
a fun and special day, I hope you will all
help out, contribute and tell your friends
and family. Join us!!!!
Mary Anne Davis
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May Worship Leaders
May 6th

Head Usher:
Jere Wrightsman
Assistant Usher:
Matthew Harrington
Liturgist:
Sandy Fischer
Communion Servers: Bonnie Mesick
Randy Ezinga

May 13th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Ian Wing

May 20th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Bonnie Mesick
Larry Massimo
Youth Sunday

May 27th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Kurt Barensfeld
Mitzi Lobdell
Mindy Gardner

8

►

Sun

6

Mon

7

9:00AM Choir
10:00AM Worship with
Communion and
Sunday School
Nominating committee
after Worship

13

14

Tue

1

2

6:30PM Women
Unabridged

7:00PM Council
Meeting
7:00PM Choir

8

9

7:00PM Trustees
Meeting

7:00PM Choir

15

16

21

22

3

Fri

4

Sat

5
9-12pm Work Party
(spring cleanup)
Church and manse

10

11

12
9:30AM Deacon’s
Meeting

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

7:00PM Choir

Youth Sunday
9:00AM Choir
10:00AM Worship and
Sunday School
Worship Team
Planning Meeting after
worship
Last day to submit
article for newsletter

27

Thu

7:00PM Choir

Mother’s Day
9:00AM Choir
10:00AM Worship and
Sunday School

20

Wed

28

Building Up The Memorial Day
Church Worship
Series
9:00AM Choir
10:00AM Worship and
Sunday School
Mission Development
Fund Meeting after
Worship

29

30

10-3pm Summer in
Spencertown

31

7:00PM Choir

“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the water to create many ripples.”
Mother Teresa
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