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Greetings St. Peter’s!
Here at St. Peter’s, we’ve entered an exciting season of RENEWAL!
On May 27th we began our three-week worship series “Building up the Church: A
Bicentennial Celebration,” in honor of the Town of Austerlitz Bicentennial. During this
season, we will celebrate what God has been doing throughout St. Peter’s history, and listen for
God’s call into the future as we discern what it means to be a thriving faith community today!
On May 20th we celebrated Pentecost Sunday and Youth Sunday, lifting up the exciting work
of God’s Spirit in the lives of our youth and Sunday school. During worship, we planted and watered seeds together
symbolizing the seeds of faith that have been planted this past year! We also presented our youth with Bibles that
they will journey with for years to come as they deepen their walk of faith. And we heard a powerful sermon from
our own Tom Cozzolino, who shared about his faith journey as he prepares to begin a new chapter at Union College
this fall!
We kicked off this season of renewal on May 6th, when we participated in Part 3 of our Mission Study, with
“Planting Seeds: A Season of Renewal.” During worship we reflected together on our core values as a community
of faith and how we can apply those values to a renewed sense of commitment and calling as we journey forward.
When asked “What does RENEWAL” mean to you?” here are some of your thoughts:




Being on the path of constant change that brings depth of spirit and worship clarity
Active not passive – not passively consuming
Thriving, energetic, growing, expanding – a living church meets all people where they are



Renewal is a key pathway to shedding baggage of stressful busy life – a “time out” for a fresh start, a
“wine skin” that can stretch before reaching its breaking point (Matthew: 9:17)
Starting up again after pruning for better growth in this new season
Renewal means trying real hard to look at my faith




 Renewal requires me to strengthen my courage and faith so I can live into the growing tips of life –
balancing everything with rest is hard. It probably means not doing more, but doing differently
 Re-experiencing the moment of discovering that we are not alone – that we are loved by the very heart of
the universe! Bringing that awareness to others makes it real.
 Fresh look at where we are presently and where we want to be
During the next month, I invite you to take some time to prayerfully read the full responses from the
congregation, included below in this newsletter. As you read the responses from our congregation, what
energizes you? What surprises you? And most importantly:

How is God calling YOU to participate in this season of renewal and revitalization?
May God continue to bless us in this journey together!

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Lynn
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“Building up the Church” Capital Campaign
May 10, 2018
Dear Friends,
We will begin our capital campaign for St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church in June. Our objective is to raise
$100,000 over the next two years. This campaign is part of our “Building up the Church” celebration with the
Town of Austerlitz Bicentennial and will confirm our dedication to serving God and our community.
For almost two hundred and fifty years, St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church has served God in the preaching of
Scripture and living out Christ’s teachings in our daily lives. At the same time our church has shared in the
joys, the sorrows, the work and the play of our community. In return our community has provided much support
and assistance to the church.
Our goal is that when we have been here three hundred years bright shining as the sun in the weather vane on
top of our steeple, we will have no less time to sing God’s praise and serve our community than when we first
began!
This work was started in 1988 when we, among other things, added classrooms and an office, rebuilt the
stairwell into the downstairs, added fire doors at the west end of the sanctuary, made the church handicapped
accessible, and installed an elevator.
As we move further into our third century, we must continue to provide a safe and sound building inside as well
as outside. We need $100,000 over the next two years to repair and refurbish our building:






This fall we replaced both of our furnaces and installed chimney liners in both flues using memorial
gifts and some limited church funds. If a decision is made down the road to install air conditioning in
the sanctuary and/or fellowship hall, it can be added to the new furnaces.
Repair the ceiling in the sanctuary and repaint it along with rest of the sanctuary.
The carpet in the sanctuary needs to be replaced as it is a tripping hazard.
We need to make extensive repairs in the manse.
Undoubtedly we will identify additional needs and requirements that will need to be handled as we
move along and as funds are available.

It is time to begin a new effort on our part to build up the church so that we can continue our mission to serve
God and the community. We need your help and support for this campaign!
Our Council has formed the Building up the Church Committee that includes Joel Dyslin, Mitzi Lobdell, Ian
Wing, and Teresa Barensfeld, with myself as chair. If you have suggestions, please talk to one of us. In the next
few weeks, we will hold meetings to get additional ideas from the congregation.
God bless you all,

David Pearce, Chair, Building up the Church Committee
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“PLANTING SEEDS”
A Season of Renewal
Part 3 of our Mission
Study “Fields of Faith”
On Sunday, May 6th, our congregation prayerfully reflected on the following questions as part of our
congregational Mission Study “Fields of Faith.”
If you were not present, feel free to send your thoughts to Pastor Lynn at Lynnmhoran@gmail.com

1) During PART 2 “First Fruits” of our Mission Study, our congregation identified the
following core values of our community of faith. In what ways does our shared ministry
at St. Peter’s reflect these core values?
Care and Compassion





Our church family embraces all who come through the door
Fulfilling individual needs of Sunday worshippers
Fellowship hour, Deacons visits and home Communion
Pastoral care by Deacons and Pastor to sick and lonely, pastoral care via food pantry

Community and Family








Community food banks
Rainbow flag, unlocked doors, gift cards during holidays, music, children
Genuinely caring community, remembering each other’s families
Dynamic group of members from all walks of life that values and accepts everyone
As a newcomer, I very much like this church!
Visitors feeling part of something, opportunities to feel involved/engaged, having a reason to be here
other than “just showing up”
Events than involve a wider invite – ex. women’s retreat, prayer breakfast, community dinners

Worship and Spirituality





Sunday worship, monthly newsletter and outreach
Sharing responsibility for worship – deepens spirituality of participants
Prayers of the People during worship
Lay led worship reflects our spirituality and shared leadership

Faith in Action



Contributions to local and international mission
Collecting food, community support when tragedy/need hits
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2) In what ways might our shared ministry become more in-line with these core values?
What changes or shifts in priorities would make this possible?


















“Faith in action” could be stronger
We need more outreach – how can we spread the word about this wonderful community?
Expand to a wider scope in the community – ex. sponsor a refugee family with direct contact
More beyond Sunday worship
More emphasis on social justice – poverty, sanctuary movements, human trafficking, racial justice also
LGBTQ rights and disability rights
Ministry becoming mission – i.e. outreach to make “fishers of people” (Matthew 4:19)
More connection with elderly who do not drive or need a group/fellowship
Continuing the great work we are doing to spread God’s message of love, forgiveness, renewal,
compassion and inclusiveness
More mid-week worship/gathering opportunities like Bible study, prayer meeting, Christian topic
studies
Our shared ministry could be more inclusive and become a beacon in the community
Collaboration with other faith communities
Opportunities to hear each other’s faith stories
Balancing needs of local community while maintaining care for our gathered community here
More visits to shut-ins, not just from elders but from youth
Encourage more people to participate, perhaps more events in people’s homes
Keeping new members connected
Increasing opportunities to serve

3) What does the idea of “RENEWAL” mean to you? What does it mean for our
community of faith to experience a season of renewal and revitalization? What does that
look like? What could it look like?














I love the idea of compost – things from the past make things in the future grow!
More people involved – seeing ourselves all as ministers and leaders
Being on the path of constant change that brings depth of spirit and worship clarity
Renew our faith
Perfect time for renewal as we have new pastoral leadership
Making peace activism visible, unifying and uplifting through community education - a deeply
entrenched value in Columbia County
Active not passive – not passively consuming
Thriving, energetic, growing, expanding – a living church meets all people where they are
Renewal is a key pathway to shedding baggage of stressful busy life – a “time out” for a fresh start, a
“wine skin” that can stretch before reaching its breaking point (Matthew: 9:17)
Starting up again after pruning for a better growth in this new season
Investment in “time and talents” in nurturing our congregation through special church retreats or at least
for church officers (elders/deacons/trustees)
Renewal means trying real hard to look at my faith
Renewal requires me to strengthen my courage and faith so I can live into the growing tips of life –
balancing everything with rest is hard. It probably means not doing more, but doing differently
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A way of looking at a time of life that a friend calls “bonus years”
Coming to church and church events more often
Re-experiencing the moment of discovering that we are not alone – that we are loved by the very heart
of the universe! Bringing that awareness to others makes it real.
Focus on what we do well and expand on that.
Invite community to participate more
Fresh look at where we are presently and where we want to be
Listening
Youth, youth group, confirmation
Worship is central!
Outreach, Growth, Diversity
Lack of fear
Breaking bread together (Wednesday Lenten dinner/potlucks, etc.)
Family growing – friends and new members
Collaborating on fundraising events, meta-level committee
Theme-based coffee hours
Simple “house church” concept for those who are homebound
Technology – use of projectors in worship, hand held mic to pass during prayers of people

4) If money/funding was of no consideration, what would be the most important
mission/ministry opportunity for St. Peter’s?















Church initiative on elder care
Support for the drug addicted
Care for the poor who are here in this community but often unseen
Taking better care of the homeless and reaching out more to the elderly
Addressing connection with economic inequality and war – they are deeply co-dependent
Throw our doors open for free dinners/performances/lectures/education - we could really be the heart of
our community!
Inviting larger community to events – neighbor meeting neighbor
Revitalization of our church’s mission development fund
More advertising to share our mission and ministry with the wider community
Invite more local speakers and activists to involve us in local social justice issues, ex.: speaker from
SURJ (Stand Up for Racial Justice)
Make the church building more inclusive in the physical layout of sanctuary – to make better use of our
space for community activities
Building a Christian education building, hiring a Youth Pastor or intern
More mission projects in community and internationally
Building improvements – possibly reconfigure sanctuary for great flexibility, refresh the Sunday school
area downstairs with paint/murals

5

RENEWAL OF TRANSITIONAL
MINISTRY CONTRACT
On May 2nd, St. Peter’s Council voted to renew
our transitional ministry contract with Rev.
Lynn Horan for a second year. Below is a
summary of the contents of our contract.







Rev. Horan will continue to serve the
congregation of St. Peter’s as Pastor and
Head of Staff, offering leadership in
areas of worship, administration,
Council moderating, pastoral care,
community building and vision
development
Begin the process of a Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in
coordination with the Albany Presbytery
Complete the congregational Mission
Study “Fields of Faith” in order to help
the PNC clarify our church’s goals,
mission and overall vision for the future
Continue to serve at ¾ time (30 hours
per week), preaching 3 out of 4 Sundays,
in addition to 2 weeks study leave and 4
weeks of vacation

New Hymnal Dedication
Sunday, June 10th
Council has joyfully approved the purchase of
our new “GLORY TO GOD” Hymnal!
AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Please consider purchasing a hymnal for $20 as
we prepare to dedicate 100 new hymnals in the
pews of St. Peter’s during the Town of
Austerlitz Bicentennial celebration this June!
Peruse copies of the new hymnal in the narthex
and find beloved favorites and inspiring new
hymns!
Special offering envelopes can be found in the pews.

*Please note whether you’d like to purchase a
hymnal in IN HONOR/ IN MEMORY/ IN
CELEBRATION / IN APPRECIATION of
someone special. Dedication plaques will be
included in each hymnal.

FALL MATERNITY LEAVE
Our contract with Rev. Horan also includes a
maternity leave this fall as Lynn and Vince
welcome their second child at the end of
August. Details of the maternity leave include:






Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD!
~ Psalm 95 ~

10 weeks paid maternity leave (based on
Presbytery guidelines) from August 27th
through November 18th
Lynn also plans to use 1 week of
vacation and 1 week of study leave for
worship preparation
Lynn has arranged coverage for the 12
weeks, including pastoral care, Council
moderator, 6 guest preachers and 6
Sundays of lay-led worship
Arrangements have been made to ensure
the cost of the maternity leave remains
budget neutral



June Birthdays
Kurt Barensfeld
Seraphina Coalter
Evelyn Keefner
George French
Marjorie Hansen
Katie Smith
David Pearce
Hannah Braley
Ellen Schoonover
Karin Silvernale

We look forward to continuing our
ministry together!

6/3
6/3
6/5
6/6
6/8
6/9
6/10j
6/11
6/15
6/29

*********************************************************
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ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM!
Join us for our next meeting on
Sunday July 1st, after Worship
Are you excited about
what God is doing at
St. Peter’s?

June Lectionary Readings
6/3/18

Semi-continuous: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
(11-20) Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, 2
Corinthians 4:5-12, Mark 2:23-3:6
Complementary: Deuteronomy 5:1215, Psalm 81:1-10, 2 Corinthians 4:512, Mark 2:23-3:6

6/10/18

Semi-continuous: 1 Samuel 8:4-11
(12-15) 16-20 (11:14-15), Psalm 138,
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1, Mark 3:20-35
Complementary: Genesis 3:8-15,
Psalm 130, 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1,
Mark 3:20-35

6/17/18

Semi-continuous: 1 Samuel 15:3416:13, Psalm 20, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10
(11-13) 14-17 Mark 4:26-34
Complementary: Ezekiel 17:22-24,
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15, Corinthians 5:610 (11-13) 14-17, Mark 4:26-34

6/24/18

Do you have ideas for
creative and
meaningful worship?
Do you have gifts of
music, reading,
writing, speaking,
story-telling
Join us for a fun planning meeting as we
prepare for our next lay led worship
service, to be held on July 15th.

St. Peter’s Press
Deadline

Semi-continuous: 1 Samuel 171a,
4-11, 19-23) 32-49, Psalm 9:9-20 or 1
Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16, Psalm 133,
2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41
Complementary: Job 38:1-11, Psalm
107:1-3, 23-32, Corinthians 6:1-13,
Mark 4:35-41

If you have an article you would like to
submit to St. Peter’s Press? Just email
the article to Shelley at the church
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to
Rev. Lynn Horan at
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th of
each month. The submission deadline
for the June issue is Wed. June 20th



Annual Trash and Treasure 2018

**************************************
PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS
Lynn’s weekly office hours are
Mon–Wed, 9 am–1 pm (Church
or manse office, also by
appointment). Lynn is also
available whenever needed for pastoral care
emergencies.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com

This year's Trash & Treasure sale
will be held over a 2-day span on the
weekend of August 4-5, with Sunday
hours after worship. We will begin
accepting drop-off donations July
2nd. As in past years we are not accepting
books, luggage, stuffed/plush toys, large
furniture pieces, shoes or clothing. If
possible, please hold on to Christmas
decorations until later in the year as these
will be sold during our holiday
bazaar. Please contact Mindy Gardner at
917-975-8966 for more information.
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“BUILDING UP THE CHURCH”
A Bicentennial Celebration
June 2018

Come Celebrate!
AUSTERLITZ BICENTENNIAL
JUNE 9th and 10th, 2018
SATURDAY, JUNE 9th
SPENCERTOWN
Routes 203 & 7

Join us as for a special worship season
as we celebrate
the Town of Austerlitz Bicentennial!

11am
Town Parade Route 7

Sunday, June 3rd
“Building up the Church Today”
Jesus Commissions Peter
Matthew 16:13-19

Noon
Dedication of New Town Hall
10am – 4pm
Historical Exhibits ~ St. Peter’s and
Spencertown Academy

Sunday, June 10th
“Building Up the Church
for Tomorrow”
Following God’s Call to Sustainability
and Renewal
Isaiah 65:17-24

1pm-4pm
Town Park Community Picnic with Live Music
1pm-4pm
Old House Tours
4pm
Spencertown Academy
Town Historian Tom Moreland Talk
and Book Signing

Also on Sunday June 10th
Bring a Friend Sunday!
Dedication of our New Hymnals
Commissioning of “Building up the
Church” Capital Campaign

SUNDAY, June 10th
HAMLET OF AUSTERLITZ
Route 22

*******************************
Would you like iris bulbs for
your flower garden?

10am-3pm
Antique Vehicles ~ Austerlitz Fire Co.

Marion Ulmer needs to thin
out her iris garden and has
clean bulbs to giveaway. If
interested, give her a call at
518-392-4022

10am-3pm
Cookout ~ Old Austerlitz
10am – 1pm
Old House Tours ~ Church and Schoolhouse
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Becoming a Member of St. Peter’s!

JUNE WORSHIP
“For where two or three are gathered in
My name, there I am among them."
~ Matthew 18:20 ~
Do you seek a sense of belonging,
fellowship and family?

Sunday, May 27th
“Building up the Church”
(3 Week Worship Series)
With Guest Speaker Tom Moreland
Spencertown Historian

Are you looking for a church home where
you can deepen your faith?

Sunday, June 3rd
“Building up the Church”
(3 Week Worship Series)
Lynn Horan Preaching
Communion

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in
prayer, worship and service?
Would you like to become more involved in
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?

Sunday June 10th
“Building up the Church”
(3 Week Worship Series)
Lynn Horan Preaching
Commissioning of Capital Campaign
Dedication of New Hymnals

Please see or contact Lynn Horan at
Lynnmhoran@gmail.com if you are
interested in deepening your journey with us
here at St. Peter’s. A new member class will
be scheduled at a time convenient for those
interested!
************************************

Sunday June 17th
Guest Preacher Rev. Paul Randall

From the Ghent Food Pantry

Dear Good People of St. Peters:
Thank you for your continuous and generous
support of the food pantry. We typically
serve our neighbors in need once a month.
However, many stop by throughout the
month to see what else is available. Your
support helps to meet monthly needs as well
as provide supplemental food to walk-ins.
Grateful for your support, Annie

Sunday, June 24th
Worship Team Leading Worship

Congratulations to
Joseph Cozzolino and Hannah Au Yeung
as they celebrate their marriage at
St. Peter’s on Saturday June 30th.
May God bless you both as you deepen
your journey of faith together!
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Women’s Unabridged Book Club

BLESSINGS FOR OUR
2018 GRADUATES

We welcome any woman or friend of a member to
come join our group. We meet the first Tuesday of
the month at different members' houses for potluck
suppers or coffee and desserts.

We wish the following people well in their
future endeavors.

The following is the schedule and books that we
have picked for the next few months. All of the
books are available through the Mid-Hudson
Library System with at least 12 or more copies
available, including sound recordings except for
our October book, Pachinko. Although there are
many copies of the book (over 50), they are all
checked out so that’s why we pushed this book
back to the fall in hopes it will be available. We
do not have a host for several meetings, if you
can host – Please let us know!

Mary Anne Davis graduates with a PhD with
a dissertation on critical theory and aesthetics
from Institute for Doctoral Studies in the
Visual Arts (IDSVA) about the artist’s role in
community and economies through a history
of porcelain.
Owen Barensfeld, son of Kurt and Teresa
Barensfeld, graduates with a Master of Fine
Arts in Photography from University at
Albany.

Date: June 5th
Book: Their Eyes Were Watching God
by Zora Neale Hurston.
Host: Mary Anne Davis

Laura Coe, daughter of Wayne and Robyn
Coe, graduates from Berkshire Waldorf High
School and her “second school” Berkshire
Pulse, performing her senior ballet solo at
their gala performance at Simon’s Rock and
will be attending Harvard University next
year.

Date: July 10th **This is the SECOND
Tuesday in July due to 4th of July holiday
Book: All the Names They Used for God
by Anjali Sachdeva
Host: Teresa Barensfeld Come early and cool
off in the pool before the meeting!

Tom Cozzolino, the son of John and Beth
Cozzolino, graduates from Chatham High
School.

Date: August 7th
Book: The Handmaid’s Tale
by Margaret Atwood
Host: Need someone to host.

Bailey Stalker, granddaughter of Doris Jean
Stalker and the late Matt Stalker, graduates
from Cobleskill Community College.

Date: September 4th (day after Labor Day
may be moved to Sept 11th)
Book: The Hour I First Believed by Wally Lamb
Host – Need someone to host

Connor Stalker, grandson of Doris Jean
Stalker and the late Matt Stalker, graduates
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Date: October 2nd
Book: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Host: Need someone to host
******************************************

Taylor Stalker, granddaughter of Doris Jean
Stalker and the late Matt Stalker, graduates
from Herkimer County Community College.

SPRING RECITAL

Esther Donna Young, daughter of Kenneth
and Irene Young, graduates from the School
of Visual Arts in New York City, with a major
in photography.

June 10th 1-4pm

Mark your calendar!
Students of our very
own choir director and pianist,
Luke Olivieri will be holding their annual
spring recital here at St. Peter’s on June 10th
from 1-4pm

~
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June Worship Leaders
June 3rd Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:
Communion Servers:

Jere Wrightsman
Matthew Harrington
Robyn Coe
Mitzi Lobdell
Joel Dyslin
Patricia McKeon

June 10th Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Barbara Conkling

June 17th Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Bonnie Mesick
Larry Massimo
Shirley Newsome

June 24th Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

George French
Carol French
Worship Team
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un

3

Mon

4

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Building Up
The Church Worship,
Communion and
Sunday School
Nominating Committee
meeting after worship
in Sanctuary

10

5

11

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 Building up the
Church Worship and
Sunday School
Hymnal Dedication
1:00PM Spring Recital
with Luke Olivieri’s
students

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Lay led
Worship and Sunday
School

6

Thu

7

18

12

13

7:00PM Trustees
Meeting

7:00PM Choir

19

Father’s Day
9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship with
Guest Preacher and
Sunday School

24

Wed

Fri

25

26

Sat

1

2

8

9

6:30PM Women
7:00 PM Council
Unabridged Host: Mary Meeting
Anne Davis
7:00PM Choir

Bring a Friend Sunday

17

Tue

9:30AM Deacons
Meeting

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

7:00PM Choir

First Day of Summer!

27

28

29

30

7:00PM Choir

“Give help rather than advice.” Luc de Vauvenargues
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