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Greetings St. Peter’s!
As we continue our season of RENEWAL here at St. Peter’s, I am overjoyed that Council
has voted to renew our transitional ministry contract together!
Exactly a year ago, my husband Vince and I along with our daughter Margot, (now two
years old), packed up our lives in Delaware and headed back to our home state of New
York. Unsure of what God had in store for us, we trusted the Spirit’s leading and we have
found ourselves here among this incredible community, which has been exceedingly warm
and welcoming! I am so grateful that God has called me to journey with each of you and
serve our community of faith!
As we look forward into our second year of ministry together, I’d like to share some
reflections from this past year and also offer my hopes and deepest prayers for our continued relationship.
Where God has led us during this past year:
 We are a strong spiritually-grounded congregation with a deep appreciation of our shared history, but also an
eagerness follow God’s Spirit into a vibrant future.
 We are blessed with dynamic lay leadership as seen with our monthly lay-led worship services, which celebrate a
diversity of voices and approaches to worship.
 We are a thriving community of faith that is recognizable in the larger community, yet there is a growing desire
to offer our gifts of ministry beyond the familiar through new mission and outreach programs.
Hopes and prayers for the future:
 May we continue to embrace the notion of transitional ministry as a means of continually reflecting on what it
means to be the church today ~ in our worship, our service and our prayerful listening to God’s call on our lives.
 May we live more fully into a theology of renewal, which seeks to follow the Spirit’s leading into new and
unchartered territory, where each individual is seen as a minister with unique and important gifts of ministry to
share.
 May we be patient with one another as we prayerfully discern where God is leading us!
What you can expect during this next year of transitional ministry:
 During this fall, while I am on maternity leave, our congregation will be blessed by several guest preachers and
lay-worship leaders, who will continue to share new ways of worshipping and celebrating God during this season
of renewal.
 In December, the congregation will elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), which will prayerfully discern
what kind of long-term pastoral leadership best reflects the values and vision of community of faith.
 During next Spring and Summer, we will continue with the final stages of our “Fields of Faith” Mission Study,
which will focus on developing spiritual practices as a community of faith and also celebrating where God has
lead us during the past two years!
I have great hope for this next chapter in our ministry together
and I look forward to deepening our journey together!

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Lynn
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St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church
“Building up the Church” Capital Campaign
2018-2020
Thus says the Holy One, “Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating”
~ Isaiah 65:18 ~

On Sunday, June 10th, during our Town Bicentennial Celebration, our congregation prayerfully
commissioned our two-year $100,000 “Building up the Church” Capital Campaign.
Please join us for this important season of renewal and growth at St. Peter’s!
Special offering envelopes can be found in the pews and narthex, along with copies of our
congregational letter.





Project Priorities:
Repair sanctuary ceiling and repaint interior
Replace sanctuary carpet and address accessibility
Manse updates and improvements
Additional projects as funds become available

Please see our “Building up the Church” Committee
if you have any questions, project proposals or thoughts on gift offerings.
In Christ,
“Building up the Church” Committee
David Pearce (Committee Chair), Joel Dyslin, Mitzi Lobdell, Teresa Barensfeld and Ian Wing

~ Commissioning Prayer ~
Loving God, during this time of celebration, we turn to You with grateful hearts for what we have, and with
great anticipation for what is yet to be. Bless us with a sense of unity, a spirit of cooperation, and a generous
heart as we face the responsibilities and possibilities of this capital campaign. By Your grace, may we be
continually rooted in Your Word and in Your Work, as we strive to build up Your church for the next
generation. Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us with Your Presence, now and through the years to come.
Amen.
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Summary of the 223rd General Assembly of
the PC(USA)
St. Louis, Missouri
June 16-23, 2018

RENEWING THE VISION:
Kindom Building for the 21st Century
by Leslie Scanlon, Presbyterian Outlook national reporter

Presbyterians took to the streets at the 2018 General Assembly, with hundreds marching from
the convention center to the City Justice Center with $47,200 in donations – money the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) collected during opening worship, and which was used to bail
out people incarcerated for minor offenses who could not afford to pay their fines or make
bail.
It’s a “passion for ministry and the love of Jesus that drives us out of the church and into the
streets,” J. Herbert Nelson, stated clerk of the PC(USA), said during a midweek rally.
This was a General Assembly that felt viscerally linked to the news of the day: climate change,
immigrant parents being separated from their children at the borders, gun violence.
Over and over, this question came up: How to put faith into action?
Floretta Barbee-Watkins, pastor of The Avenue Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina,
preached that it’s easy to get discouraged, but Jesus, faith and love move people forward even
when they are weary. The PC(USA) has “made some bad biscuits,” Barbee-Watkins said, but
confession and a willingness to “deal with the urgent needs of our siblings and the church” propel
Christians to action. She challenged: “Beloved, rise up, let’s make some new biscuits.”
Climate change. The assembly voted 332-178 to continue corporate engagement with oil and
natural gas companies, working through the denomination’s Mission Responsibility Through
Investment Committee, rather than to divest the PC(USA)’s holdings in fossil fuel companies.
This was one of the hardest-fought issues at the assembly, with 40 presbyteries supporting an
overture for fossil fuel divestment, saying the church has waited long enough to act to protect the
earth, and with others contending it’s better to stay at the table and use the investments as
leverage to push for industry changes.
Family separation. The assembly voted 484-34 to approve a resolution calling for an immediate
end to the government’s policy of separating parents from children as migrants attempt to cross
the U.S.-Mexico border. It calls for federal authorities to promptly reunite parents and children
who have been separated, and to place families “under the care of the community,” rather than in
detention. https://www.pc-biz.org/#/search/3000471
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Per capita. The assembly approved a General Assembly per capita rate of $8.95 per member for
2019 and $8.95 for 2020 – up from $7.73 per member in 2018. That was a source of constant
tension during this assembly: How to meet urgent ministry needs, from drug addiction to mental
health to ministry with small churches, while not raising per capita so high it raises resistance
from mid councils and congregations?
The Way Forward. The assembly approved a report from the Way Forward Commission, which
the 2016 General Assembly created to consider changes needed at the top levels of the
denomination. The action will mean a new, more equitable governance structure for the
PC(USA), A Corporation (a secular corporation used to conduct church business). Also part of
that proposal: a financial sustainability study and a commitment to translate PC(USA) resources
into languages other than English.
Leadership. Taking four ballots to do so, the assembly elected as its co-moderators Vilmarie
Cintrón-Olivieri and Cindy Kohlmann, an educator and a mid council leader, a ruling elder and a
minister, two “audacious, spirited, bold, unapologetic women,” as Cintrón-Olivieri put it. She is a
native of Puerto Rico, for whom Spanish is her first language.
Race and inequality. From preaching to marching to overtures, the need to confront structural
racism and systemic inequality echoed through this gathering. As a sign of that commitment, the
assembly voted 352-160 to begin the long process of adding Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from
Birmingham Jail” to the PC(USA)’s Book of Confessions.
World concerns. The assembly spoke to concerns around the world — including in Yemen,
Korea, South Sudan and Nicaragua. One tangible example: The assembly agreed to make the
PC(USA) a partner with a Salvadoran church working to reduce gang-related violence in
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador — violence that’s causing people to flee for their safety.
#MeToo. The assembly voted 474-19 to have the PC(USA) confess its failure to listen to
survivors of pastoral sexual misconduct; to report annually the number of sexual misconduct
charges brought in the denomination; and to set up a task force of survivors of sexual abuse.
Social justice. This assembly felt pulled to public advocacy. It called for a moratorium on
imposing the death penalty. It asked Presbyterians to pray for a movement of the Spirit to end
gun violence. It voted to affirm the dignity and humanity of people of all sexual orientations. Time
and again, the assembly acted to tell the world, “This is what Presbyterians stand for.”
Visit pres-outlook.org for more.
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Stated Clerk issues statement on separated
immigrant families
Office of the General Assembly Communications - June 16, 2018
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson,
II (photo credit: Randy Hobson)

As Presbyterians gather for the meeting of our 223rd General
Assembly, we are mindful of the many issues of justice, peace
and compassion we face, both as citizens of the United States
and members of the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
While we face issues of peace on the Korean peninsula, tragic
injustice in the Middle East, and the specter of climate change
in our nation and our world, there is nothing of more urgency
than the tragedy that is unfolding at our borders, where
children are ripped from their parents and placed in holding
cells, while their frantic parents scream in agony at the
separation.
What has this nation become? How have we wandered so far
from Jesus’ kind admonition, “Let the little children come to me
… for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs”? How can this be happening in a nation in
which so many claim the traditions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam and the critical importance of families to
the fabric of our lives together?
Perhaps the most egregious aspect of this policy is the willingness of the highest legal official of our nation to
suggest that if a mother has fled violence in her own country to save herself and her children but has not had a
chance to make a proper petition for safety in the U.S., she should be taught a lesson by having her children
taken from her. It is almost incomprehensible that these acts should be used as a warning to others who would
come.
What makes matters worse is the audacity of quoting the Apostle Paul’s admonition to believers in Romans
13:1 to obey the law (presumably whatever the law says), while ignoring the higher scriptural demand that
“love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10).
The crisis of tens of thousands of desperate people coming to the United States for relief seems almost
overwhelming. But as the officials of our government attempt to address the crisis, we cannot afford to tarnish
the highest values of our nation. We must not punish desperate parents by tearing their children away from
them, leaving the parents without access to the children or assurance of their welfare.
In the name of God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stop!
In the faith we share,

Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2018/6/16/stated-clerk-issues-statement-separated-immigrant-/
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RENEWAL OF TRANSITIONAL
MINISTRY CONTRACT

Welcome New Hymnal!

On May 2nd, St. Peter’s Council voted to renew
our transitional ministry contract with Rev.
Lynn Horan for a second year. Below is a
summary of the contents of our contract.







Rev. Horan will continue to serve the
congregation of St. Peter’s as Pastor and
Head of Staff, offering leadership in
areas of worship, administration,
Council moderating, pastoral care,
community building and vision
development
Begin the process of a Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in
coordination with the Albany Presbytery
Complete the congregational Mission
Study “Fields of Faith” in order to help
the PNC clarify our church’s goals,
mission and overall vision for the future
Continue to serve at ¾ time (30 hours
per week), preaching 3 out of 4 Sundays,
in addition to 2 weeks study leave and 4
weeks of vacation

On Sunday, June 10th, St. Peter’s dedicated
our beautiful new “Glory to God” Hymnals,
published by the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Our congregation gives thanks to
the many individuals in our church family
who purchased a hymnal(s), which have
been noted with special dedication plaques
in each book.
Hymnals are still available for dedication!
We still have more hymnals in need of
dedications! Please consider purchasing a
hymnal for $20, using the special offering
envelopes found in each pew. Please note
whether you’d like to purchase a hymnal in
IN HONOR/ IN MEMORY/ IN
CELEBRATION / IN APPRECIATION
of someone special.

FALL MATERNITY LEAVE
Our contract with Rev. Horan also includes a
maternity leave this fall as Lynn and Vince
welcome their second child at the end of
August. Details of the maternity leave include:






Take home a blue hymnal!
As we celebrate our new hymnal, we are
also very grateful for our previous blue
hymnals, which have journeyed with us in
worship for the past 29 years! If you
dedicated one of our previous blue hymnals
to a friend or loved one, you are invited to
bring the hymnal home with you. Blue
hymnals without a dedication plaque are
available for anyone to take home. The blue
hymnals can be found in the back pews.

10 weeks paid maternity leave (based on
Presbytery guidelines) from August 27th
through November 18th
Lynn also plans to use 1 week of
vacation and 1 week of study leave for
worship preparation
Lynn has arranged coverage for the 12
weeks, including pastoral care, Council
moderator, 6 guest preachers and 6
Sundays of lay-led worship
Arrangements have been made to ensure
the cost of the maternity leave remains
budget neutral

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD!
~ Psalm 95 ~

We look forward to continuing
our ministry together!
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July Birthdays
John Lange
Adam Fischer
June Keller
Ann McChord
Louis Wambach
Raeph Sanderson
George Jahn
Emma Braley
Lael Cashen
Peggy Shriver
Teresa Barensfeld
Morgan Patterson Dean
Galen Lange

7/3
7/7
7/7
7/11
7/12
7/13
7/15
7/20
7/21
7/23
7/25
7/27
7/29

July Lectionary Readings
7/1/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 1:1,
17-27, Psalm 130, 2 Corinthians
8:7-15, Mark 5:21-43
Complementary: Lamentations
3:22-33, Psalm 30, Corinthians
8:7-15, Mark 5:21-43

7/8/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 5:1-5,
9-10, Psalm 48, 2 Corinthians
12:2-10, Mark 6:1-13
Complementary: Ezekiel 2:1-5,
Psalm 123, 2 Corinthians 12:2-10,
Mark 6:1-13

7/15/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 6:1-5,
12b-19, Psalm 24, Ephesians 1:314, Mark 6:14-29
Complementary: Amos7:7-15,
Psalm 85;8-13, Ephesians 1:3-14,
Mark 6:14-29

7/22/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 7:114a, Psalm 89:20-37, Ephesians
2:11-22, Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Complementary: Jeremiah 23:1-6;
Psalm 23, Ephesians 2:11-22,
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

7/29/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 11:115, Psalm 14, Ephesians 3:14-21,
John 6:1-21
Complementary: 2 Kings 4:42-44,
Psalm 145:10-18, Ephesians 3:1421, John 6:1-21

**********************************
ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM!
Join us for our next TWO meetings on
Sunday July 1st and July 29th
Are you excited about
what God is doing
at St. Peter’s?
Do you have ideas
for creative
and meaningful
worship?
Do you have gifts of
music, reading,
writing, speaking,
story-telling
Join us for a fun planning meeting as we
prepare for our next lay led worship
service, to be held on July 22nd and
August 26th
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ANNUAL JOINT COUNCIL &

2018 Annual

DEACONS POTLUCK MEETING

Trash and Treasure Sale
The 2018 St. Peter's Trash and Treasure sale
will be held over the weekend of August 4th
and 5th, with Sunday's sale hours after
worship. As always, we need your trashy
treasures and your treasured trash! Please let
friends and neighbors know they may start
dropping items off in the church basement
beginning July 2nd.

WHEN: Wednesday August 1st, 6pm
WHERE: Barbara Conkling's Home
267 Cemetery Road, East Chatham
Please bring a dish to share!

Like last year, please hold off donating
Christmas decorations for a couple months.
We now sell those during our Christmas
Bazaar. Other items we don't want include:
VHS or cassette tapes, clothing, TVs, large
furniture, car seats, cribs, computers,
monitors or printers, skis/ski boots,
household chemicals, paints, and stuffed
animals. We are going to sell books this year,
however, as we will not be competing with
the Academy book sale. Recently published
NON-FICTION books are preferred! There
will be several other changes to the T&T sale
this year that we hope will result in a more
successful fundraising effort -- stay tuned for
details!

MEETING AGENDA:
 Deacons to share with Council,
Council to share with Deacons
 Lynn to share update on Mission
Study, transitional ministry process
and plans for maternity leave
coverage this fall

Volunteers are gratefully accepted to help
organize and price the items beforehand,
and/or assist visitors during the sale. There
are many ways you can participate and
support St. Peter's during this fun summer
event! Please contact Mindy Gardner at
(917) 975-8966 /mindy.gardner@gmail.com
or Peggy Antos at peggy_antos@yahoo.com
about volunteer opportunities or to arrange
for donation pick-up services, if needed.

The Men’s Group will be
meeting at noon on July 1st at
the Chatham Grill
St. Peter’s Press Deadline
To submit an article for the
newsletter just email it to Shelley at
the church office
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to Rev.
Lynn Horan at
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th
of each month. The submission
deadline for the August issue is Fri.
July 20th
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Women’s Unabridged
Book Club
We welcome any woman or friend of a
member to come join our group. We
meet the first Tuesday of the month at
different members' houses for potluck
suppers or coffee and desserts. Please
contact Denise Davis if you are
interested at 518-392-9690!

Becoming a Member of St. Peter’s!
“For where two or three are gathered in
My name, there I am among them."
~ Matthew 18:20 ~
Do you seek a sense of belonging,
fellowship and family?

Date: July 10th **This is the SECOND
Tuesday in July due to 4th of July
holiday
Book: All the Names They Used for God
by Anjali Sachdeva
Host: Teresa Barensfeld Come early and
cool off in the pool before the meeting!

Are you looking for a church home where
you can deepen your faith?
Do you see yourself growing spiritually
in prayer, worship and service?

Date: August 7th
Book: The Handmaid’s Tale
by Margaret Atwood
Host: Need someone to host.

Would you like to become more involved in
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?
Please see or contact Lynn Horan at
Lynnmhoran@gmail.com if you are
interested in deepening your journey with
us here at St. Peter’s. A new member class
will be scheduled at a time convenient for
those interested!

Date: September 4th (day after Labor
Day may be moved to Sept 11th)
Book: The Hour I First Believed
by Wally Lamb
Host – Need someone to host

*********************************************************************************************

Living Stones by Terry York
Our God has built with living stones,
A church that lives as well:
In solid and in certain tones,
To pray, and sing, and tell.
God’s Son, our Rock, our Cornerstone,
On which we stones must build;
Foundation that is Christ alone,
Each stone in Christ fulfilled.
Then should a seeker see the stones,
And ask what these rocks mean;
“They are the church which our God owns,
And thro’ which Christ is seen!”
Let sinful pride, like Easter’s stone,
By God be rolled away;
Then thro’ our lives let it be known,
Christ lives and leads today
(Submitted by Mary Wambach)

Date: October 2nd
Book: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Host: Need someone to host
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THANK YOU SUMMERTIME
IN SPENCERTOWN!

JULY WORSHIP
Sunday, July 1st
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
Communion
Worship Team Meeting
Sunday, July 8th
Guest Preacher Rev. Jane Brady-Close
Thank you to all of those who helped
make our annual
Welcome to Summertime
in Spencertown
such a wonderful community
gathering!

Sunday, July 15th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
Sunday July 22nd
Worship Team Leading Worship
Sunday, June 29th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
Worship Team Meeting

Special thanks to our organizing team:
Mary Anne Davis, Wendy Diskin and
Patricia McKeon, and all of our
faithful volunteers!

The proceeds totaled $1,801, which
benefit the Friends of St. Peter’s
Presbyterian Church.
Our Silent Auction totaled $1,565,
which will support our ministries at
St. Peter’s. $150 will be donated to
hurricane relief in Puerto Rico.

PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS
Lynn’s weekly office hours are
Mon–Wed, 9 am–1 pm (Church or manse
office, also by appointment). Lynn is also
available whenever needed for pastoral
care emergencies.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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July Worship Leaders
July 1st

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:
Communion Servers:

Randy Ezinga
Matthew Harrington
Barbara Conkling
George French
Carol French

July 8th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Mary Anne Davis

July 15th Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Mitzi Lobdell
Larry Massimo
Mindy Gardner

July 22nd Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Peggy Antos
Tom Cozzolino
Worship Team

July 29th Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Kurt Barensfeld
Jere Wrightsman
Nona Lange
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◄ June

August ►

Sun

Mon

1

2

Tue

3

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service with
communion followed by
Tea on the Green
11:30 AM Nominating
Committee Meeting
11:30 AM Worship
Team Planning
Meeting
12:00 PM Men’s Group
at the Chatham Grill
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Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

Fourth of July

9

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service with guest
preacher Rev. Jane
Brady-Close followed
by Tea on the Green

15

Wed

4

10

11

6:30 PM Women’s
Unabridged Host:
Teresa Barensfeld
7:00 PM Trustees
Meeting

9:30 AM Deacon’s
Meeting

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

30

31

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service followed by
Tea on the Green

22
9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Lay Led
Worship Service
followed by Tea on the
Green

29

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service followed by
Tea on the Green
11:30 AM Worship
Team Planning
Meeting

“True compassion means not only feeling another's pain but also being moved to help relieve it.”
Daniel Goleman
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