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Greetings St. Peter’s!
A few weeks ago Barbara Smith sent me this incredible picture she took of our
familiar St. Peter’s steeple peaking out above her summer rose garden.
There is such depth and range in this image as you shift your focus from the bold
colored blooms in the foreground, to the more muted tree tops and bushes, and
finally your eye meets our majestic belfry presiding proudly in the background.
There is much to appreciate in this image ~ the resilience of the roses coming back
to life after a rough winter ~ the balance of soft petals amid the tangled leaves and
branches ~ the timeless image of a sturdy country church at home among the
changing seasons.
What do you find most compelling about this image? From your
St. Peter’s Church steeple as seen through
perspective, what strikes you as interesting, beautiful or worthy of more
the rose garden of Barbara Smith’s home
attention? What do you identify most with?
And most importantly, where do you see God in all of this?
I am so grateful that Barbara thought to send me this as it gave me a new perspective of our beloved faith
community. As a pastor, I’m used to seeing the church up close and personal, whether it be leading worship on
a Sunday morning, moderating a Council meeting, or holding hands with a congregant as they share an
important insight in their life of faith.
But it’s also important, for both pastors and parishioners alike, to take a moment and step back to see the larger
picture, to experience new ways of seeing and understanding what it means to be the church.
All of this comes to mind for me as I prepare for my maternity leave this fall. As Vince and I welcome our
second daughter into the world, our family will experience a lot of change ~ how to support one another as we
grow to a family of four, how to help our two-year old daughter Margot adjust to life as a sibling, how we
navigate our new routines and responsibilities and also new joys! In short, we’ll have to shift our perspective in
many ways.
And our church family at St. Peter’s will also experience change during this coming season ~ new perspectives
in the pulpit as we welcome new guest preachers and our own St. Peter’s preachers, new opportunities for
worship leadership as we expand our worship team, new approaches to decision making as we welcome
Council moderator Rev. Kathi Jones and new pathways for pastoral care as our Deacons take on a central role in
pastoral care coverage this fall. (See full details on maternity leave coverage on the next page).
My prayer is that through God’s grace and leading, this season of new perspectives will allow us to see God at
work in new and unexpected ways!
And as I prepare to begin my maternity leave on August 26th, I am incredibly grateful for the vibrant leadership
within our congregation and your graciousness in allowing me this important time to adjust to the new
perspective of being a mom of two!
With love and gratitude,

Pastor Lynn
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FALL MATERNITY LEAVE COVERAGE
August 26th – November 25th
Thank you to everyone who has stepped in to provide coverage,
our congregation is blessed by your leadership and ministry!

OVERVIEW






12 Weeks Total: 10 weeks maternity leave (based on Presbytery guidelines), 1 week of vacation and 1
week of study leave for worship preparation
Lynn’s last Sunday will be Sunday August 19th and she will return on Sunday December 2nd (First
Sunday of Advent)
Lynn has arranged coverage for 6 weeks of guest preachers, 6 weeks of lay-led worship, pastoral care
coverage and guest Council moderator for three meetings
Arrangements have been made to ensure the cost of the maternity leave remains budget neutral
The maternity leave has been approved by the Albany Presbytery

WORSHIP LEADERS
(Sundays will alternate between Guest Preachers and our own St. Peter’s Preachers)
SEPTEMBER:
8/26 – Worship Team
9/2 - St. Peter’s Preacher: Larry Massimo
9/9 - Guest Preacher: Rev. Beth Illingworth
9/16 - St. Peter’s Preacher: Joel Dyslin
9/23 - Guest Preacher: Rev. Stewart and Rev. MJ Pattison
9/30 - St. Peter’s Preacher: Sharon Wing
OCTOBER:
10/7 - Guest Preacher: Rev. Stewart and MJ Pattison
10/14 – St. Peter’s Preacher: Larry Massimo
10/21 – Guest Preacher: Rev. Jane Brady-Close
10/28 - St. Peter’s Preacher: Jere Wrightsman
NOVEMBER:
11/4 – Guest Preacher Revs. Stewart and MJ Pattison
11/11 – Stewardship Sunday: St. Peter’s Preacher Jere Wrightsman and 2 others
11/18 – Guest Preacher: Rev. Jane Brady-Close
11/25 – Worship Team
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(FALL MATERNITY LEAVE COVERAGE Continued)
COUNCIL MODERATOR
Rev. Kathi Jones
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Valatie
Fall Council Meetings:
Wednesday September 5th, 7pm
Wednesday, October 3rd, 7pm
Wednesday, November 7th, 7pm

PASTORAL CARE
Deacons Co-Chairs Sharon Wing and Sandy Fischer
Emergency Pastoral Care: Rev. Beth Illingworth and Rev. Kathi Jones

WHO TO CONTACT
CHURCH OFFICE
518-392-3386 stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
Office Hours: Tuesday 11-3, Thursday 9-1, Friday 12-3





For worship and church calendar,
bulletin announcements/updates
newsletter submissions
general questions

COUNCIL LIAISON: Teresa Barensfeld
518-392-7859 tbarensfeld@gmail.com



For topics/issues/concerns to bring to Council
Scheduling use of building

PASTORAL CARE and PRAYER CONCERNS:
Deacons Co-Chairs: Sharon Wing (518-794-0237) and Sandy Fischer (518-209-7024)
For emergencies:
(Primary) Rev. Beth Illingworth bethillingworth@gmail.com 518-821-7990
(Secondary) Rev. Kathi Jones revkathiljones@yahoo.com, 518-755-2557
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St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church
“Building up the Church” Capital Campaign
2018-2020
Thus says the Holy One, “Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating”
~ Isaiah 65:18 ~

On Sunday, June 10th, during our Town Bicentennial Celebration, our congregation prayerfully
commissioned our two-year $100,000 “Building up the Church” Capital Campaign.
Please join us for this important season of renewal and growth at St. Peter’s!
Special offering envelopes can be found in the pews and narthex, along with copies of our
congregational letter.





Project Priorities:
Repair sanctuary ceiling and repaint interior
Replace sanctuary carpet and address accessibility
Manse updates and improvements
Additional projects as funds become available

Please see our “Building up the Church” Committee
if you have any questions, project proposals or thoughts on gift offerings.
In Christ,
“Building up the Church Committee”
David Pearce (Committee Chair), Joel Dyslin, Mitzi Lobdell, Teresa Barensfeld and Ian Wing

~ Commissioning Prayer ~
Loving God, during this time of celebration, we turn to You with grateful hearts for what we have, and with
great anticipation for what is yet to be. Bless us with a sense of unity, a spirit of cooperation, and a generous
heart as we face the responsibilities and possibilities of this capital campaign. By Your grace, may we be
continually rooted in Your Word and in Your Work, as we strive to build up Your church for the next
generation. Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us with Your Presence, now and through the years to come.
Amen.
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SUMMER SERMON SERIES

“Daughters of the Bible”

Sunday, July 29th
“Claiming our Inheritance”
The Story of Zelophehad’s Daughters
Numbers 27:1-11

Sunday, August 5th
“A Voice of Dissent”
The Story of Jephthah’s Daughter
Judges 11:30-40

Sunday, August 12th
“And they prophesied…”
The Story of Philip’s Daughters
Acts: 21:1-9
Join us for this three-week sermon series as we explore these often overlooked stories, which
reveal important insights and challenges for our lives of faith. As we encounter new
perspectives of these unfamiliar yet compelling women, may we each find greater depth to
our own study of Scripture and perhaps shed some light on relationships in our own lives.
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Our hearts and prayers go with Lynn as she
welcomes her daughter into her family. We
will miss her presence in church during that
time of maternity leave but know that she
will still be with us in heart and mind. With
great joy, we will welcome her back at the
beginning of Advent Season!

RENEWAL OF TRANSITIONAL
MINISTRY CONTRACT
As we enter into the second half of summer,
we are also entering into our second year of
ministry that Pastor Lynn Horan has brought
to our Congregation. Council unanimously
voted to renew our transitional ministry
contract and it was to our great joy that
she accepted.

On May 2nd, St. Peter’s Council voted
to renew our transitional ministry
contract with Rev. Lynn Horan for a
second year. Below is a summary of
the contents of our contract.

We feel confident that this coming year will
be an exciting year as we continue working
together as she leads us through the mission
study “Fields of Faith”. This very
comprehensive process deepens our faith
and opens our minds to the many ways we
can grow stronger as a community of
believers. This helps us support each other
and also helps us to find ways to bring that
into action.

 Rev. Horan will continue to serve the
congregation of St. Peter’s as Pastor
and Head of Staff, offering leadership
in areas of worship, administration,
Council moderating, pastoral care,
community building and
vision development

One of the many gifts Rev. Lynn Horan has
brought to our Church is her organizational
skills and her thorough preparation for all
the committees and their responsibilities for
the workings of our Church. This forward
thinking has given us on Council a
confidence that the year to come will bring
us into another year of spiritual and
communal growth. This gift is fueled by our
sense of her love and commitment to her
calling to be the shepherd of our Church. All
of this is quite evident in the preparation for
the upcoming time of maternity leave where
every detail has been taken into account.

 Begin the process of a Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in
coordination with the
Albany Presbytery
 Complete the congregational Mission
Study “Fields of Faith” in order to
help the PNC clarify our church’s
goals, mission and overall vision for
the future
 Continue to serve at ¾ time (30 hours
per week), preaching 3 out of 4
Sundays, in addition to
2 weeks study leave and
4 weeks vacation

We are all so very pleased with how Lynn’s
knowledge of the scriptures comes alive in
her sermons. Each Sunday has brought a
well-studied and thoughtful message that
holds our attention and challenges us to
think deeper and take these thoughts to our
hearts and minds as we begin each new
week. We feel that these gifts bring us into a
deeper relationship with our faith in God
and encourage us to seek ways to be more
mindful of God’s presence in our daily lives.

 Continue regular office hour
schedule: Monday to Wednesday,
9am – 1pm with ongoing availability
for pastoral care
In ministry together,

St. Peter’s Council
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August Birthdays
Randy Ezinga

8/2

Patti Scheppman

8/2

Doug Conkling

8/8

Marion Ulmer

8/8

David Hudson

8/10

Jane Fischer

8/19

Richard Fischer

8/19

Dan Conkling

8/18

Beth Cozzolino

8/23

August Lectionary Readings
8/5/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 11:2612:13a, Psalm 51-1-12, Ephesians
4:1-16, John 6:24-25
Complementary: Exodus 16:2-4,
9-15, Psalm 78:23-29, Ephesians
4:1-16, John 6:24-35

8/12/18

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 18:59, 15, 31-33, Psalm 130, Ephesians
4:25-5:2, John 6:35, 41-51
Complementary: 1 Kings 19:4-8,
Psalm 34:1-8, Ephesians 4:25-5:2,
John 6:35, 41-51

8/19/18

Semi-continuous: 1 Kings 2:10-12;
3:3-14, Psalm 111, Ephesians 5:1520, John 6:51-58
Complementary: Proverbs 9:1-6,
Psalm 34:9-14, Ephesians 5:15-20,
John 6:51-58

8/26/18

Semi-continuous: 1 Kings 8:(1, 6,
1-11) 22-30, 41-41, Psalm 84,
Ephesians 6:10-20, John 6:56-69
Complementary: Joshua 24:1-2a,
14-18, Psalm 34:15-22, Ephesians
6:10-20, John 6:56-69

**********************************

ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM!
Join us for our next meeting on
Sunday July 29th
Are you excited
about what God is
doing at St. Peter’s?
Do you have ideas
for creative and
meaningful
worship?
Do you have gifts of
music, reading,
writing, speaking,
story-telling

St. Peter’s Flag
We have raised an American flag outside our
church building in honor of Memorial Day,
Independence Day, and Labor Day. In
September, our Rainbow Flag will return,
representing the welcome and inclusion of all
God’s people in the life of the church.

Join us for a fun planning meeting as
we prepare for our next lay led
worship service, to be held on
August 26th
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ANNUAL JOINT

Becoming a Member of St. Peter’s!

COUNCIL & DEACONS
POTLUCK MEETING

“For where two or three are gathered in
My name, there I am among them."
~ Matthew 18:20 ~
Do you seek a sense of belonging,
fellowship and family?

WHEN: Wednesday Aug. 1st, 6pm
WHERE: Barbara Conkling's Home
267 Cemetery Road, East Chatham

Please bring a dish to share!

Are you looking for a church home
where you can deepen your faith?

MEETING AGENDA:
 Deacons to share with Council,
Council to share with Deacons
 Lynn to share update on Mission
Study, transitional ministry process
and plans for maternity leave
coverage this fall.

Do you see yourself growing spiritually
in prayer, worship and service?
Would you like to become more involved
in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?
Please see or contact Lynn Horan at
lynnmhoran@gmail.com if you are
interested in deepening your journey
with us here at St. Peter’s. A new
member class will be scheduled at a
time convenient for those interested!

**********************************************************

To All the Members of
St. Peter’s Church and the Deacons
I thank you for all the well-wishes I received
and the generous gift in the piggy bank. I
also wish to say thank you for the beautiful
cake. I will miss all of you.
We have accepted an offer on the house
from a first-time homeowner with a one-year
old child.

St. Peter’s Press Deadline

To submit an article for the
newsletter just email it to Shelley at
the church office
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to Rev.
Lynn Horan at
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th
of each month. The submission
deadline for the September issue is
Monday, August 20th

Health and weather permitting, I will see
everyone again Christmas Eve.
Blessings,
Bonnie and John

New Address
Bonnie Mesick & John Burlingame
115 Camellia Drive
Walterboro, SC 29488
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Women’s Unabridged
Book Club
We welcome any woman or friend of
a member to come join our
group. We meet the first Tuesday of
the month at different members'
houses for potluck suppers or coffee
and desserts.
Please contact Denise Davis if you
are interested at 518-392-9690

AUGUST WORSHIP

Date: August 7th
Book: The Handmaid’s Tale
by Margaret Atwood
Host: Irene Young

Sunday, July 29th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
Worship Team Meeting

Date: September 4th (day after
Labor Day may be moved to Sept 11th)
Book: The Hour I First Believed
by Wally Lamb
Host: Need someone to host

Sunday, August 5th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching

Sunday, August 12th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching

Date: October 2nd
Book: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Host: Need someone to host

Sunday August 19th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
(Lynn’s last Sunday before
maternity leave)

Sunday, August 26th
Worship Team
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2018 Annual
Trash and Treasure Sale

Welcome New Hymnal!

The 2018 St. Peter's Trash and Treasure
sale will be held over the weekend of
August 4th and 5th, with Sunday's sale
hours after worship. As always, we need
your trashy treasures and your treasured
trash! Donations gratefully accepted now
through July 31st.
Like last year, please hold off donating
Christmas decorations for a couple
months. We now sell those during our
Christmas Bazaar. Other items we don't
want include: VHS or cassette tapes,
clothing, TVs, large furniture, car seats,
cribs, computers, monitors or printers,
skis/ski boots, household chemicals,
paints, and stuffed animals. We are
selling books this year. Recently
published NON-FICTION books are
preferred!
Volunteers are gratefully accepted to
help organize and price the items
beforehand, and/or assist visitors during
the sale. There are many ways you can
participate and support St. Peter's during
this fun summer event! Please contact
Mindy Gardner at (917) 975-8966
/mindy.gardner@gmail.com or Peggy
Antos at peggy_antos@yahoo.com about
volunteer opportunities or to arrange for
donation pick-up services, if needed.

On Sunday, June 10th, St. Peter’s
dedicated our beautiful new “Glory to
God” Hymnals, published by the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Our
congregation gives thanks to the many
individuals in our church family who
purchased a hymnal(s), which have been
noted with special dedication plaques in
each book.
Hymnals are still available for dedication!

We still have more hymnals in need of
dedications! Please consider purchasing
a hymnal for $20, using the special
offering envelopes found in each pew.
Please note whether you’d like to
purchase a hymnal in IN HONOR/ IN
MEMORY/ IN CELEBRATION / IN
APPRECIATION of someone special.
Take home a blue hymnal!
As we celebrate our new hymnal, we are
also very grateful for our previous blue
hymnals, which have journeyed with us
in worship for the past 29 years! If you
dedicated one of our previous blue
hymnals to a friend or loved one, you are
invited to bring the hymnal home with
you. The blue hymnals can be found in
the back pews.

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD!
~ Psalm 95 ~
10

Sad News about Someone Else

FALL WORKSHOP

Submitted by Mary Wambach

Journey through the Innerland:
A Pathway for Healing

The church was saddened to learn this
week of the death of one our church’s
members, Someone Else. Someone’s
passing creates a vacancy that will be
difficult to fill.
Someone Else has been with us for
many years. Someone Else did far
more than a normal person’s share of
work. Whenever there was a job to do,
a class to teach, or a meeting to attend,
one name was on everyone’s lips “Let
Someone Else do it”
It was common knowledge that
Someone Else was one of the largest
givers in the church. Whenever there
was a financial need everyone just
assumed that Someone Else would
make up the difference.
Someone Else was a wonderful person
– sometimes appearing super human,
but one person can only do so much.
Were the truth known everyone
expected too much of Someone Else.
Now Someone Else is gone! We
wonder what we are going to do.
Someone Else left a wonderful
example to follow, but who is even
going to fill her shoes. When you are
asked to help, please remember, we
cannot depend on Someone Else
anymore!

As many of you know, I recently
completed a program in Spiritual
Direction through the Haden Institute.
The program gave me the opportunity
to write about a form of healing I
discovered in my effort to recover
from the trauma of chronic Lyme
disease.
On Saturday, October 20th, I will
offer a workshop at St. Peter's to
describe this form of healing.
In the workshop I will demonstrate:






how to use imagery and
imagination to connect with the
functioning of the brain;
how to release intense emotions,
anxiety and pain using this
technique;
how to gain self-awareness and
grow in compassion by honoring
our personal and collective stories.

More details about the workshop will
follow in the next newsletter.
For more information, you may also
call me at 518-821-7990.
Blessings,
Rev. Beth Illingworth
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Treasurer’s
Half Yearly Report

The Men’s Group has continued to
meet during 2018 with a number of
film nights held at the homes of
Wayne Coe and Ian Wing. The films
have focused on social justice issues
and generated lively conversation. The
film nights were also attended by a
number of invitees from outside the
church.

In my report for 2017 I advised that
while the Church’s overall financial
situation was sustainable in the
medium term, we had little capacity to
deal with major unforeseen expenses.
Last year’s operating deficit was
$19,000 which was drawn from
reserves (this did include $7000
towards the new furnace). The main
issue was that while Church
expenditure was reducing, our income
was reducing at a much faster rate.

The Men’s Group also provided the
“Aussie BBQ” at Summertime in
Spencertown and raised approx. $800.

The 2018 budget was drawn up based
on an anticipated deficit of $5000 for
the year.
I am pleased to be able to report that
there has been a substantial increase in
income received through pledges and
contributions and that, as at 6/30/2018,
total income was 25% ahead of budget
– actual of $58,700 against budget of
$47,000. Actual expenses of $55,700
against a budget of $52,500 were 6%
over budget.

At its meeting on July 15 it was
decided that the group would continue
in its current format with the hope that
attendance could increase. From that
date, Wayne Coe has succeeded Ian
Wing as convener of the group

We are therefore currently $8400
under budget and it is likely that we
will not have to draw on church
reserves at all in 2018.

Everybody is unique. Compare not
yourself with anybody else lest you
spoil God’s curriculum.
Baal Shem Tov

Ian Wing, Treasurer
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August Worship Leaders
Aug 5th

Head Usher:
Larry Massimo
Assistant Usher:
Peggy Antos
Liturgist:
Ann McChord
Communion Servers: Mitzi Lobdell
Wendy Diskin

Aug 12th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Alicia Rogers

Aug 19th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Larry Massimo
Laura Corsun
Barbara Conkling

Aug 26th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:
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George French
Carol French
Worship Team

Sun

July 29th

Mon

July 30th

Tue

July 31st

6

Summer Worship
Series “Daughters of
the Bible
9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship with
Communion followed
by Tea on the Green
Noon – 3:00 PM
Annual Trash and
Treasure Sale

12

Fri

3

7

Sat

4
8:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Annual Trash and
Treasure Sale

8

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

25

6:30 PM Women’s
Unabridged Book Club
Host Irene Young
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Summer Worship
Series “Daughters of
the Bible”
9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Summer
Worship Series
Worship followed by
Tea on the Green

19

Thu

2

6:00 PM Annual Joint
Council & Deacon’s
Potluck Meeting

Summer Worship
Series “Daughters of
the Bible”
9:00 AM Choir
10:00 Worship followed
by Tea on the Green
11:30 Worship Team
Meeting

5

Wed

1

14
7:00 PM Trustees
Meeting

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
followed by Tea on the
Green

26
9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Lay-Led
Worship followed by
Tea on the Green

Compassion is the basis of all truthful relationships; it means being present with love-for
ourselves and for all life, including animals, fish, birds, and trees. Compassion is bringing our
deepest truth into our actions, no matter how much the world seems to resist, because that is
ultimately what we have to give this world and each other.
Ram Dass
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