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Greetings St. Peter’s!
It was such a joy to
return to St. Peter’s
following my time in
Montreat, North
Carolina, at the Art
of Transitional
Ministry Conference!
Having met over 100
pastors from across
the country, each
serving in diverse
ministry settings, I
feel incredibly
blessed to be on this journey with you all and
ever more aware of the great strengths and
opportunities within this community of faith!



Transitional ministry assumes
strengths, gifts and opportunities within
a congregation rather than concentrating
on deficits or weaknesses that need to be
“fixed.”
Transitional ministry is process-based
rather than outcome-based. We don’t
know what we’ll find! It is an ongoing
Spirit-led journey that is less about
decisions and more about discipleship.

So what does Transitional Ministry look like
at St. Peter’s?
 A great place to begin! Here at St.
Peter’s, we have a strong, spiritually
grounded congregation, with a deep
appreciation of the past but an eagerness
to look ahead. We have dynamic lay
leadership (and new leaders in our
midst!), diversity of opinion, and
positive energy for this type of ministry.
 Developing Leadership: Our Council is
in the process of appointing a diverse
Transitional Ministry Team who will
help lead and interpret our Mission
Study, “Fields of Faith” – featuring four
phases during the next year of
intentional reflection on our core
mission, identity, and areas of growth.
Our entire congregation will be invited
to participate in this process!

I’d like to share with you some of what I
learned:
First, what makes transitional ministry
different than traditional interim ministry?
 Transitional ministry is congregationdriven and collaborative, where
everyone is considered an expert. This
emphasizes the Reformed notion of the
church as a “Priesthood of all
Believers,” as opposed to a more pastordriven model where the pastor is viewed
as the expert coming in.
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Help Needed for
St. Peter’s Annual Quilt Raffle

Liturgical: Our journey will be
liturgical, literally meaning “the people’s
work,” in which we cultivate insights
during worship, congregational
activities, informal conversations, and
wherever and whenever the Spirit
moves!

A volunteer (or 2) is needed to
sell raffle tickets for the annual
St .Peter's quilt raffle at the
Autumn in Austerlitz Festival at
the Austerlitz Historical Society.
This will take place on the Sunday, October 8
(Columbus Day weekend). The event runs from
10 am to 4 pm. If you are able to help out
(you get free admission!) please contact
Wendy Diskin (518 392-6395).

Empowered by Christ and the movement of the
Holy Spirit, let us continue together on this
exciting journey!
Peace and blessings,
Lynn







WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
OCTOBER 1

Join us for worship on World Communion
Sunday as we celebrate the powerful
message of the Belhar Confession, the newest
addition to the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s
Book of Confessions.
Written in South Africa in 1982 during the
period of apartheid, the Belhar Confession
takes seriously the important work of
reconciliation, both in the world and in our
own communities.
Join us as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper and
the Lord’s Table as a place of unity, of peace,
and of belonging.
Let us come to the Table together!

October Worship
Sunday, October 1
Lynn Horan Preaching
World Communion Sunday featuring the Belhar
Confession
PC(USA) Peace and Global Witness Offering

Sunday, October 8
Lynn Horan Preaching
Worship Team Meeting after worship

Sunday, October 15
Guest Preacher David Haase
Albany Presbytery Candidate for Ministry



Sunday, October 22

St. Peter’s Press Submission Date Deadline

Lynn Horan Preaching

Have an article you would like to submit to the
newsletter for the month? Just send it to the
church office by the 20th of each month. (This
is a change from the previous deadline of the
15th of the month.)


Sunday, October 29
Worship Led by St. Peter’s Worship Team
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PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS

Lectionary Readings
October

Lynn’s weekly office hours are Monday–
Wednesday, 9 am–1 pm (Church or manse office,
also by appointment).
Lynn is also available whenever needed for
pastoral care emergencies.
CONTACT INFORMATION:

10/01/17
Ex 17:1-7; Ps 78:14, 12-16; Phil 2:1-13; Matt 21:23-32
10/08/17 Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Ps 19; Phil 3:4b14; Matt 21:33-46
10/15/17 Ex 32:1-14; PS 106;1-6, 19-23; Phil
4:1-9; Matt 22:1-14

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com


10/22/17 Ex 33:12-23; Ps 99; 1 Thess 1:1-10;
Matt 22:15-22

Women Unabridged
Book List

10/29/17 Deut 34:1-12; Ps 90:1-6, 13-17; 1
Thess 2:1-8; Matt 22:34-46

We welcome all women of St. Peter’s and
guests and friends to Women Unabridged. We
meet the first Tuesday of the month at different
members’ homes for potluck suppers or tea
and dessert. Our next meeting is October 3.

ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM!
Join us for our next meeting
on Sunday October 8,
after worship.

At our last meeting on September 5, we began
to make a list of books for the upcoming
months. Members take turns picking books,
and we're trying to balance different genres
and keeping in mind availability in the MidHudson Library system. Reserve the popular
books early!

Are you excited about this
new chapter at St. Peter’s?
Do you have ideas for
creative and meaningful
worship?

October 3: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande
Many copies available in the library system.
November 7: Giant of the Senate by Al Franken.
Many copies in library system, but also many
holds, so put in your request early!
December 5: Holiday theme. No book for this
month. Get started on January's book!
January 2: The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor
Dostoyevsky A classic, many copies available. A
long book at 800+ pages, so start reading early!
February 6: Black history month. Book TBA
March 6: Book TBA
April 3: Poetry month. Book TBA
Other books we talked about scheduling:
Wonder by R. J. Palacio, Dark Money by Jane
Mayer, The Invention of Everything Else by
Samantha Hunt, Calming the Fearful Mind: A
Zen Response to Terrorism by Thich Nhat Hanh,
Dance of the Infidels by Wesley Brown.
—Teresa Barensfeld

Do you have gifts of music,
reading, writing, speaking, and story-telling?
Join us for a fun planning meeting as we
prepare for our next lay-led worship service,
to be held on October 29.

Sunday School Planning Meeting
October 1, After Worship
Calling all parents, teachers and interested
volunteers! Join us as we explore creative
curriculum ideas, special activities for Advent
and thoughts for the coming year.
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Becoming a Member of St. Peter’s

Peace and Global Witness Offering

For where two or three are gathered in My
name, here I am among them.
~ Matthew 18:20 ~

Throughout the month of September we will be
collecting our annual Peace and Global Witness
Offering, one of our four denomination
offerings through the Presbyterian Church
(USA). The Peace and Global Witness Offering
enables the church to promote the Peace of
Christ by addressing systems of injustice across
the world. 25% of the offering will be used to
support peace and justice ministries here at St.
Peter’s, 25% will support regional ministries in
the Albany Presbytery, and the remaining 50%
is used by our national Presbyterian Mission
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in
cultures of violence, including our own, through
collaborative projects of education and Christian
witness. You are invited to use the special
envelopes in the pews and our collective
offerings will be dedicated on World
Communion Sunday, October 1.

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship
and family?
Are you looking for a church home where you
can deepen your faith?
Do you see yourself growing spiritually in
prayer, worship and service?
Would you like to become more involved in
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?
Please see or contact Rev. Lynn Horan if you
are interested in deepening your journey with us
here at St. Peter’s. A new member class will be
scheduled at a time convenient for those
interested!
****************************************




CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
and
ANNUAL HARVEST
POTLUCK!
Sunday, November 12,
Following Worship

October Birthdays

Richard Iverson
Lisa Vahradian
Lee Coalter
Katie Conkling
Barbara Conkling
Irene Young
Alexander Brown
Naomi Pitman
Patricia McKeon Warshaw
Marcy L. Coalter
Caitrianna Coalter
Thomas Lareau
Dorothy Perry
Eliza Alice Braley
John Tillotson
Sarah Braley
Ann Pearce
Mayah Sanderson

Join us for a fun-filled gathering as we elect our
new Deacons and Ruling Elders and take part in
the next phase of our journey in Transitional
Ministry.
Please bring a dish to share!

10/1
10/4
10/8
10/8
10/9
10/13
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/19
10/19
10/23
10/26
10/28
10/29
10/31
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Deacon’s Notes - October

purchase local grocery gift cards that are
made available to anyone who needs them.
The coffee is fair-trade, organic coffee from
Tierra Farms. By purchasing this coffee you
are helping both local and far-away people.

Give thanks to the Lord, for
He is good. His love is eternal.
Psalm 136:1

Blessings to you all!

Happy Fall St. Peter’s! Fall is my new year
with the beginning of school, the startup of
choir, and the getting back to routines that
had relaxed during the last two months. It is
also a new year as we welcome Pastor Lynn
Horan and her family to our community
and our church. She is a welcome breath of
fresh air, and we Deacons are very excited
to work with her in how best to help our
church community.

Sandy Fischer for the Deacons
Board of Deacons: Sandy Fischer, Sharon
Wing, Jean Brower, Carol French, Larry
Massimo, and Donna Staron



STEWARDSHIP SEASON
“Renewing the Covenant”

This time of new beginnings seems perfect
for reminding you all of who we are and
what we do. As the Book of Order puts it,
“The office of deacon as set forth in
Scripture is one of sympathy, witness, and
service after the example of Jesus Christ. It
is a ministry of caring; a ministry of love; a
ministry of compassion; and a ministry of
prayer, and community service.” Our hearts
go out to those in distress, to neighbors
confined at home or in hospital, to friends
experiencing difficult challenges, and to
new faces in our church community.

~ Joshua 24:1-27 ~

Stewardship Sunday, November 5
Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 12
This is an exciting time in the life of St. Peter’s
and we need your support! During October
and November, we will join together in
solidarity, supporting our faith community
through our prayerful commitment of financial
gifts and gifts of ministry.
We will explore the story of the Renewal of the
Covenant at Shechem, a pivotal moment for the
people of Israel and their relationship with God,
just as we are at a significant moment in our
journey together at St. Peter’s.
Let us deepen our own identity as a community
of faith, trusting in God and one another as we
renew our covenant together.

As part of our “daily” routines, we lead the
Coffee Hour fellowship from September
through June, assist with home
communion, set up for monthly
communion, and keep in touch with those
on our caring lists. Please feel free to call on
any of us if you have a concern or a request.

Look for more details in the coming weeks.
Come, let us journey together!

How you can help! As the saying goes – it
takes a village, and many hands make light
work! We are posting a fall signup list for
Coffee Hour. If there is an occasion you
would like to host and celebrate or a Sunday
you feel called to do so – please sign up. At
the Annual Meeting last spring we collected
names of people willing to help – we will be
taking advantage of that list this year.
Thank you for your willingness to help.

Joshua took a large stone and set it up there
under the oak tree in the sanctuary of the Lord
and said to all the people, “See, this stone shall
be a witness for us, for it has heard all the
words that the Lord spoke to us!”
~ Joshua 24:26-27 ~

Reminder – the monies collected from the
coffee sales and Coffee Hour are used to
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◄ April

Sun
1

Mon
2

World
Communion
Sunday

Tue

Wed

3

4

6:30 pm Women
Unabridged

7:00 pm Choir
7:00 pm Council
Meeting

10

11

7:00 pm Trustees
Meeting

7:00 pm Choir

17

18

10:00 am Worship
& Sunday School
followed by coffee
hour

June ►

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

Sunday School
Planning meeting
after worship

8

9

10:00 am Worship
& Sunday School
followed by coffee
hour

9:30 am Deacons’
Meeting

Worship Team
Meeting

15

16

10:00 am Worship
& Sunday School
followed by coffee
hour

22

23

24

10:00 am Worship
& Sunday School
followed by coffee
hour

29

19

7:00 pm Choir

25

20

26

27

7:00 pm Choir

30

31

Stewardship
Minute for
Mission

10:00 am Worship
Team Led Worship
& Sunday School
followed by coffee
hour

Coming up in November:
Sunday, Nov. 5, Stewardship Sunday, Communion
Sunday, Nov. 12, Pledge Dedication Sunday, Harvest Potluck,
Congregational Meeting to elect new church officers
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21

Last day to submit
articles for
November church
newsletter.

28

