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St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
Spencertown, NY 

PO Box 14, Spencertown, NY 12165 
(5219 County Rt. 7, Spencertown, NY 12165) 

Phone: (518) 392-3386 
E-Mail: stpeterspc@taconic.net 

Website: SaintPetersPC.org 
 

November 2017 
 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

As we enter this harvest season, we have the opportunity to offer our 

own harvest of gifts! During this month we will be celebrating our 

annual Stewardship Season, where we each commit to strengthen and 

support our community of faith through our financial gifts and gifts of 

ministry. 
 

I’m especially excited about this year’s Stewardship theme from Joshua 

24 – the Renewal of the Covenant at Shechem. Having crossed the 

Jordan River, the People of Israel gather beneath a single oak tree in the 

hill country north of Jerusalem. It is at this significant crossroads that 

God’s people prayerfully renew their commitment to the Holy One and 

to one another as they look ahead to the Promised Land. 
 

As we prepare to make our own commitments to the life, ministry, and 

financial stability of our community of faith, I invite us all to pray, to 

reflect, and to discern. 
 

How has this community faith nourished your relationship with God and your sense of calling 

as a disciple of Christ? 
 

What gifts of ministry would you like to share as we worship together and share the light of 

Christ with the larger community? 
 

 How do you feel called to sustain and enliven our ministry together in new and creative ways? 
 

This is an exciting time in the life of St. Peter’s, as we prayerfully discern who we are as God’s people 

and where the Spirit is leading us into the future! 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Lynn Horan 

St. Peter’s Press 
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ST. PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PO Box 14, Spencertown, New York 12165 

Phone 518-392-3386   E-mail: stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 

 
 

October 10, 2017 

 

Dear Members and Friends of St Peter's Church 

Our church continues to operate through your generous support and is in a relatively sound financial 

position in the short term. In 2017 the congregation's generosity was reflected in many ways, including 

a contribution of over $2,000 to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

In our annual report for 2016, it was noted that in 2017, we anticipated, that with a total operating 

budget of $140,000, a deficit of $18,000 would occur. This would need to be financed by drawing on 

the church reserves. So far this year, we have withdrawn $17,000–$10,000 for general operating 

expenses and $7,000 for part payment for the new furnace. A further $6,000 will be withdrawn to 

cover shortfall for the remainder of the year. This will leave remaining reserves of $51,000. 

As of the end of September, we are running 11% behind budget on pledges and much further behind 

on other revenue such as contributions, fundraising, etc. We are also running behind on expenses by 

about 10% but do have some large items coming up before the end of the year. 

It is important to note that If we continue at the current level of giving and expenditure, the church 

reserves will be exhausted by the end of 2019. 

Council is doing its best to manage the church's financial outlays efficiently, and the decision to appoint 

our Interim Pastor for 3/4 time is one reflection of this. 

While there are a number of measures we can take in order to increase revenue, we do need a core 

base of predictable income and this is best done through pledges. If members and friends were able to 

prayerfully consider increasing pledges by 20%–25%, the church's financial future would be secure and 

adequate reserves maintained. 

In Christ, 

Ian Wing, Treasurer 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER PEGGY ANTOS! 
 

The Holy One declares “I have claimed you and called you by name!”  
~ Isaiah 43:1 ~ 

 
On Sunday October 22nd, St. Peter’s celebrated the great 
joy of welcoming Peggy Antos into membership of our 
church family.  Peggy joined through re-affirmation of 
faith, having been baptized and confirmed in her previous 
churches in Florida and Pennsylvania.  
 

Throughout her life Peggy has been involved in many 
church activities including choir and worship teams, 
mother and toddler’s groups, serving as a Sunday school 
teacher and as a church council member and synod 
representative.  She has been involved in prayer and 
healing ministries and has also served as a home group 
leader.  As Peggy shares, “I attempt to say ‘yes’ when asked 
to do something that is needed in Christian service.” 
 

Peggy notes that she has “always been faithful since early 
childhood because of good parents, one Catholic, one from 
protestant lineage, who began my faith journey.  
Nevertheless, it took until my thirties to fully understand 
that Jesus actually did something important for me and it was 
my choice and decision to receive the gift of salvation and 
forgiveness offered to all of us by his work at the cross.” 
 

Peggy and her husband Jim began their life together in Pittsburgh, PA and fulfilled their longtime 
dream of living abroad when they moved to the Philippines for Jim’s career in banking. Peggy shares, “I 
now see this move as a blessing to us, setting me apart to begin a new life of Christian discipleship.  
We received excellent instruction in the word of God from an American Presbyterian pastor who had 
also been assigned to the Philippines.  The pastor taught a ladies Bible study that emphasized the most 
import aspect of our Christian faith, to trust Jesus and study the Bible in his light.  This teaching has 
stayed with me through my entire faith walk and I know that trusting Christ will never disappoint 
and Jesus will never let me go.”     
 

Peggy and Jim recently moved back to their home in Spencertown, after many years abroad in the 
Philippines and most recently China.  Peggy quickly felt at home at St. Peter’s and has become involved 
in the choir, worship team and the lay-led worship services.  Peggy shares that she also looks forward to 
“exploring new ministries as God leads and guides us in this time of transformation.” 
 

Peggy shares, “I am truly excited by St Peter’s Church in Spencertown.  I am thankful for the warm 
welcome and acceptance you have already extended!” 
 

Peggy has also answered the call to serve as a Deacon at St. Peter’s and will be ordained and installed to 
this important ministry in January. 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Peggy! We are so blessed to have you part of 
our church family! 

 
May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you and may God look upon you with kindness and grant you peace.  
 

~ Numbers 6:24-26 ~ 

New member Peggy Antos joined by her 
husband Jim and her shepherd  

Mitzi Lobdell 
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November Worship 
 

Sunday, November 5 

Lynn Horan Preaching 

Stewardship Sunday: “Renewing the Covenant” 

Worship Team Meeting after worship 
 

Sunday, November 12 

Lynn Horan Preaching 

Pledge Dedication Sunday and Harvest Potluck 
 

Sunday, November 19 

Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Sunday November 26 

Worship Led by St. Peter’s Worship Team 

 


Lectionary Readings
November 

 

11/05/17 Josh. 3:7-17; Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 
Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12 

11/12/17 Josh. 24:1-3a, 14-25; Ps 78:1-7; 1 
Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:1-13 

11/19/17 Judges 4:1-7; Ps 123; 1 Thess. 5:1-11; 
Matt. 25:14-30 

11/26/17 Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24; PS 100; Eph. 
1:15-23; Matt. 25:31-46 



PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  
Monday–Wednesday, 9 am–1 pm (Church or 
manse office, also by appointment). Lynn is also 
available whenever needed for pastoral care 
emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 

November Birthdays 
 

 

Mary Wambach 11/1 

Evan Young  11/1 

Emily Groupp  11/4 

Nona Lange  11/6 

Doris Jean Stalker 11/7 

Rob Davis  11/10 

Aleric Culley  11/11 

Denise Davis  11/15 

Daniel Harrison 11/20 

Arlene Lareau  11/21 

Adam Harrison 11/26 

Ryan Davis  11/27 

Sharon Wing  11/30 

 

 


CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
and 

ANNUAL 
HARVEST 
POTLUCK! 

 

Sunday, November 12 
Following Worship 

 

Join us for a fun-filled gathering as we elect 
our new deacons, ruling elders, and 
trustees, and take part in the next phase of 
our Mission Study, “Fields of Faith.” 
 

Please bring a dish to share! 

 




Trash and Treasure 
Fund-Raiser 

 
It was another terrific Trash & Treasure sale 
this year. We raised $2,227 and had a great 
time doing it! A big "Thank You!" to all who 
donated, helped price and organize over the 
summer, and all who volunteered their time 
the day of the sale. Thanks also to Bill 
Baldwin for taking the leftovers to his barn to 
sell next Labor Day. 
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2017 STEWARDSHIP SEASON 
 

“Renewing the 

Covenant” 

~ Joshua 24:1-27 ~ 

 

Stewardship Sunday, 

November 5 

Join us as we reflect on what it means to renew 

our covenant as God’s gathered people at St. 

Peter’s Presbyterian Church. 

 

Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 12 
 

Join us as we celebrate our ministry together 

with our annual harvest potluck, where we will 

dedicate our financial offerings and gifts of 

ministry as well as participate in the next phase 

of our congregational mission study, 

“Fields of Faith.” 
 





ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM! 

Join us for our next meeting on 
 

Sunday, November 5, after Worship 
 

Are you excited 

about what God is 

doing at St. 

Peter’s? 

 

Do you have ideas 

for creative and 

meaningful 

worship? 

 

Do you have gifts 

of music, reading, 

writing, speaking, 

or story-telling? 
 

Join us for a fun 

planning meeting 

as we prepare for our next lay-led worship 

service, to be held on November 26. 
 

 

FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
 

For New Members and Inquirers 

Sundays January 21 and 28 

9:00 am in the Fellowship Room 
 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship, 

and family? 
 

Are you looking for a church home where you 

can deepen your faith? 
 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in 

prayer, worship, and service? 
 

Would you like to become more involved in the 

life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 
 
 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this two-week 

exploration of faith for those interested in 

becoming a member of St. Peter’s. We will 

share our own faith journeys and discern where 

God’s Spirit is leading us in our community of 

faith! 

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are 

interested. Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

New members will be received into membership 

during worship on the First Sunday of Lent, 

February 18. 

 

 

 

 

For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there I am among them. 

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 
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CHURCH OFFICER TRAINING 
Sunday November 19, after Worship 

 

ALL Church Officers, including currently 

serving Deacons and Ruling Elders as well as 

those newly elected. 
 

All Church Officers are invited to join Rev. 

Lynn Horan for this important officer training as 

we reaffirm our call to service and leadership, 

review the basic guidelines of our Book of 

Order and listen for God’s Spirit as we journey 

in ministry together. 
 


 

ALBANY PRESBYTERY NEWS 

 

 

 
 

Just as St. Peter’s is on a journey of transitional 

ministry, there are some exciting changes and 

opportunities happening in the Albany 

Presbytery. 
 

Do you know what the 

Albany Presbytery does? 
 

There is more going on than you may know! 
 

After much discernment and planning, our 

Presbytery has a new structure of governance, 

where some of our “old” committees were re-

organized so that the necessary work of the 

Presbytery can be carried out more effectively. 
 

We also have two brand new ministry areas 

including the Committee on Church 

Development & Vitality and the Committee on 

Church Mission. These committees grew out of 

clearly identified needs for greater support for 

congregations and more energy and direction for 

mission. 
 

Want to learn more? Or better yet, get involved 

in the exciting ministry of our local Presbytery! 

 
 

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: 
 

https://albanypresbytery.org/we-need-you/ 
 
 

 

Election Day Pork Dinner 
The Tower Club will again be hosting an 

Election Day Roast Pork Dinner on Tuesday, 

November 3, from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm. 

Menu includes pork, red cabbage, carrots, 

potatoes, dessert, rolls, coffee, tea, and juice. 

Price is $15; children $6. Take-outs will be 

available. 

 
 

HELP NEEDED FOR OUR 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Volunteers Needed 

To make chili and cornbread (recipes provided), 

serve lunch, set up, clean up, organize the silent 

auction, and put up posters. If you can help, 

please contact Jennifer Lippert at 518-392-6813. 

Donations Needed 
Do you have any of the following items, or can 

you make cookies? Please contact: 

Jewelry: Barbara Conkling 518-929-3177 

Cookies: Bonnie Mesick 518-392-5635 

Silent Auction Items: 

    Jennifer Lippert 518-392-6813 

Grandma’s Attic (no glassware or china): 

    Marion Ulmer 518-392-4022 

 

Sunday School News 
We have enjoyed the start of our new year in 

Sunday School. We began with the story of 

Abraham and Sarah in September and have been 

learning about Jacob and Esau in October. 

We’ve been working with all sorts of materials 

from clay to crayons, as well as focusing on 

memorization of important passages from the 

readings. 

In November, we will be making crafts to sell at 

the Christmas Bazaar, including tote bags, 

homemade vanilla, and paper ornaments. Please 

feel free to contact Katie Smith, Jennifer 

Lippert, or Frances Culley, if you have 

questions regarding Sunday School. Please 

contact Jennifer Lippert if you are interested in 

assisting in Sunday School. 

https://albanypresbytery.org/committees-and-groups/church-development-vitality/
https://albanypresbytery.org/committees-and-groups/church-development-vitality/
https://albanypresbytery.org/committees-and-groups/church-mission/
https://albanypresbytery.org/committees-and-groups/church-mission/
https://albanypresbytery.org/we-need-you/
tel:%28518%29%20929-3177
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A preview of our special Advent worship 

services and fellowship activities at 

St. Peter’s 

Saturday, November 25 

Wreath Making 10am - noon 

Sunday, December 3 

First Sunday of Advent 

Saturday December 9 

Annual St. Peter’s Christmas Bazaar 

Wednesday, December 13 

Prayer Service of  

Hope and Healing, 7 pm 

Sunday December 17 

Christmas Pageant, Followed by Potluck 

Sunday December 24 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7 pm 



 

The Christmas Bazaar 

St. Peter’s Church 

Saturday, December 9 

10 am to 3 pm 
 

Gifts for the entire family 
 

Cookie Walk 

Jewelry 

Quilt Raffle 

Handmade Items 

Silent Auction 

 

Lunch served from 11:30 am to 1 pm 
 

Christmas Wreath Decorating 

November 25, Saturday, 10 am–noon 

This is a great fundraiser for the church, and 

a companionable and aromatic beginning to 

the advent season. Please come between 10 

and 12, the Saturday after Thanksgiving, to 

help decorate wreaths. The decorated 

wreaths will be sold for $30 each (pre-orders 

welcome!). 

Also, of course, you can come to decorate a 

wreath and buy it for yourself, or ask 

someone to make one for you. Friends and 

family might also want to come and 

decorate wreaths for themselves – children 

are very welcome, with adult supervision. 

Call for donations! 

We again are requesting dried flowers, acorn 

caps, nuts, interesting vines and pinecones, 

bittersweet, holly, boxwood, winterberry, 

milkweed pods (very popular), hydrangeas, 

dried herbs… any beautiful and wreath-

worthy decorations that you might be able to 

donate to the annual wreath decorating. 

Ribbons and bows are also more than 

welcome. 

Donations of decoration materials can be left 

downstairs on the Sunday School table, or 

given to Katie Cashen. Please call Katie at 

851-7456 if you have any questions. 
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 November 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
7:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Council 
Meeting 

2 
 

3 

 
4 

5 Standard Time 

Begins – Set 
clocks back one 
hour. 
Stewardship 
Sunday 
10 am Worship 
followed by coffee 
hour 

6 
 

7 
6:30 pm Women 
Unabridged 

8 
7:00 pm Choir 

 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
9:30 am Deacon’s 
Meeting 

12 
Pledge Dedication 
Sunday 
10 am Worship 
followed by coffee 
hour 
Congregational 
Meeting & Harvest 
Potluck 

13 
 

14 
7:00 pm Trustees 
Meeting 

15 
7:00 pm Choir 

 

16 
 

17 18 

19 
Name Tag 
Sunday 

10 am Worship 
followed by coffee 
hour 
11:30 am Officer 
Training  

20 
Last day to submit 
articles for 
December church 
newsletter 

21 
 

22 
7:00 pm Choir 

 

23 

 

24 
 

25 

Wreath Making 
Workshop 
10 am-12 pm 

26 
10 am Lay-Led 
Worship followed by 
coffee hour 

27 28 29 
7:00 pm Choir 

 

30   

Coming up during Advent Season: 

December 9 – Annual Christmas Bazaar 

December 13 – Prayer Service of Hope and Healing 

December 17 – Christmas Pageant and Potluck 


