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St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
Spencertown, NY 

PO Box 14, Spencertown, NY 12165 
(5219 County Rt. 7, Spencertown, NY 12165) 

Phone: (518) 392-3386 
E-Mail: stpeterspc@taconic.net 

Website: SaintPetersPC.org 
 

December 2017 
 

Advent Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

During last month’s Harvest Potluck we shared some of the defining stories and core 

values that make up the fabric of our community of faith ~ from homemade meals 

prepared during times of illness, to a healing service that offered courage and 

strength, to a gracious welcome in worship that fosters a sense of genuine belonging. 
 

A common thread that connects each of these stories is a sense of extended family. I 

have witnessed this in meaningful ways here at St. Peter’s, as we care for and nurture 

one another during both times of joy and hardship. 
 

During the season of Advent we’ll be exploring this notion of extended family as we 

get to know some of the lesser known members of Jesus’ own family ~ individuals 

who in their own unique ways prepared the way for the Messiah. We’ll consider: 
 

King David, the Ancestor, whose own kingship is juxtaposed against a new and very different model of 

leadership in Christ. 
 

Joseph, the Adoptive Father, who trusted an angel’s message and risked his life and reputation to adopt a child 

said to be the Messiah. 
 

Elizabeth, the Mentor, who offered wisdom and comfort to her fearful younger cousin Mary. 
 

Zachariah, the Silent Prophet, who is the first member of the holy family to learn of the prophecy that lay ahead, 

yet kept in silence as God’s work was made known. 
 

This extended family that Jesus was born into is one of heartfelt humanity, both in its brokenness and healing, 

doubt and courage, fear and hope. A family that is far from perfect yet full of God’s grace. It is an extended 

family that we too are part of, a history that we claim as ours! More importantly, it is a calling from God that we 

answer, to continually expand our notion of family and community as followers of Christ. 
 

As we enter this Holy season, might we find new ways to expand our understanding of family. For some it may 

mean reaching out to those on the outskirts of our lives as we re-connect with estranged relatives and mend frayed 

friendships. For others, our extended family may suddenly include neighbors whose needs we weren’t aware of 

before. Or perhaps it is your turn to receive, to be invited in and welcomed by those around you. 
 

It is with deep gratitude that I enter this Holy season beside each of you, who have truly become an extended 

family to me. May your hearts be warmed and your spirits filled with light, as we journey together during this 

season. 
 

Peace and Blessings, Rev. Lynn Horan 

St. Peter’s Press 
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Thank You for a 

Meaningful Stewardship Season! 
 

 

What a joy it has been to journey together during our Stewardship Season ~ from our 

thoughtful Minutes for Mission during worship to our prayerful contributions of Pledge 

Dedication Sunday! 

 

It was especially meaningful to gather for our Annual Harvest Potluck, where we shared 

the defining stories that shape our community of faith and elected our new Deacons and 

Ruling Elders, each having answered God’s call to offer their gifts of ministry to our 

community of faith. 
 

 

PLEDGE GIVING UPDATE: 

As of the end of November we have received 

26 pledges totaling $48,952 

This represents about 56% of our budgeted target for 2018 of $88,000 

Last year we received 39 pledges which totaled $76,000. 

We offer deep gratitude for those who have already pledged and we ask those who have 

not yet pledged to prayerfully consider supporting St. Peter’s in the coming year. 

In service together, 

St. Peter’s Stewardship Committee 
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 “FIRST FRUITS” 
Discerning our Core Values as a Community of Faith 

 

Part 2 of our Mission Study “Fields of Faith” 

 
In August we began PART 1 of our congregational mission study with a time of reflection called “Tilling 

the Soil,” where we prayerfully considered the strengths, blessings and opportunities for change in our 

community of faith. On Pledge Dedication Sunday, on November 12, we began PART 2 called “First 

Fruits,” in which we explore the core values of our community of faith. 

 

If you were unable to join us, you are invited complete these reflection questions and email them to 

Pastor Lynn as lynnmhoran@gmail.com or place them in the offering place. 

 

May God guide as and nourish us as we harvest the fruits of our ministry together! 
 

 

 

Share a story or an experience you’ve had at St. Peter’s that you feel expresses what 

St. Peter’s “is really about.” 

 

 

 

 

Based on that story or experience, what core values do you see? 

 

 

 

 

What are two or three things that you do automatically, i.e. without even thinking 

twice? 

 

 

 

 

What do these acts or ways of being tell you about your own personal core values? 

 

 

 

 

In what ways do your personal values reflect the values you observe at St. Peter’s? 

In what ways are they different? 
 

 

 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com


 

 4 

Advent Worship 

“Expanding the Holy Family” 
 

 
 

Throughout the Season of Advent we will be 

exploring the Holy Family, but from some 

unexpected points of view. Rather than 

focus exclusively on Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph, we will look at other important 

figures that prepared the way for Christ’s 

birth. 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 
Joseph: The Adoptive Father 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Elizabeth: the Mentor 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Pageant and Potluck 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Zachariah: the Silent Prophet 

 


 

EXPANDING OUR NATIVITY SCENE! 
 

On the SECOND Sunday of Advent, December 

10th , you are invited to bring in a piece (or 

pieces) of your own nativity set. During 

worship, we will dedicate and display these 

pieces in the sanctuary for our church family to 

enjoy! Feel free to bring the pieces back home 

after Christmas Eve to enjoy with your own 

family on Christmas! 

 


Lectionary Readings
December 

 
 
 

12/03/17 Isa. 64:1-9; Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Cor. 
1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

12/10/17 Isa. 40:1-11; Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 
3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

12/17/17 Isa 61:1-4, 8-11; Ps 126 or Luke 
1:46b-55; 1 Thess. 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 
19-28 

12/24/17 Isa. 9:2-7; PS 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 
2:1-14 (15-20) 

12/31/17 Isa 61:10-62:3; PS. 148; Gal 4:4-7; 
Luke 2:22-40 



PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  
Monday–Wednesday, 9 am–1 pm (Church or 
manse office, also by appointment). Lynn is also 
available whenever needed for pastoral care 
emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 
 

December Birthdays 
 

 

Hester-Luna Culley 12/2 

Elizabeth Lareau 12/9 

Emma Jensen 12/10 

Richard Light 12/10 

Shirley Newsome 12/12 

Don Shriver  12/20 

Isaiah Illingworth Greene 12/22 
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FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
 

For New Members and Inquirers 

Sundays, January 21 and 28 

9:00 am in the Fellowship Room 
 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship, 

and family? 
 

Are you looking for a church home where you 

can deepen your faith? 
 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in 

prayer, worship, and service? 
 

Would you like to become more involved in the 

life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 
 
 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this two-week 

exploration of faith for those interested in 

becoming a member of St. Peter’s. We will 

share our own faith journeys and discern where 

God’s Spirit is leading us in our community of 

faith! 

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are 

interested. Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

New members will be received into membership 

during worship on the First Sunday of Lent, 

February 18. 
 

 Order and listen for God’s Spirit as we journey 

in ministry together. 
 
 

“For where two or three are 

gathered in My name, 

there I am among them.” 

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 

SUPPORT FOR CANAAN 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

 

During last month’s Thanksgiving Interfaith 

Service, the Chatham community drew together 

to offer their support for our friends in Canaan 

as they recover from a recent fire. If you would 

like to contribute to this collection, checks may 

be made out to the Canaan Congregation 

Church and mailed to the church at PO Box 66 

Canaan NY 12029-3106. 
 

As our friends in Canaan assess their needs, 

there may be other ways to assist. 
 

We continue to hold in prayer our neighbors in 

Canaan. 

 



 

HELP NEEDED FOR OUR 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 
Volunteers Needed 
 

To make chili and cornbread (recipes 

provided), serve lunch, set up, clean 

up, organize the silent auction, and 

put up posters. If you can help, please 

contact Jennifer Lippert at  

518-392-6813. 

Donations Needed 
 

Do you have any of the following items, or can 

you make cookies? Please contact: 

Jewelry: Barbara Conkling 518-929-3177 
 

Cookies: Bonnie Mesick 518-392-5635 
 

Silent Auction Items: 

Jennifer Lippert 518-392-6813 
 

Grandma’s Attic (no glassware or china): 

Marion Ulmer 518-392-4022 
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What Are Chrismons? 
Last year while admiring our Church’s beautifully 
shaped Christmas tree with its white and gold 
decorations, I commented to someone about the 
Chrismons on the tree. “What are Chrismons?” 
was the person’s reply. I proceeded to explain 
what they were and told her the origin of them in 
our church. She had never heard of them before. 
Subsequently I began mentioning Chrismons to 
other people and I got the same question and 
soon realized that the Chrismon tradition started 
by Helen Ames, wife of the Pastor George Ames, 
nearly 40 years ago, had been lost. It saddened me 
a bit. The first ornaments that I place on my tree 
each year are the tiny version of Chrismons 
created with pearls and gold beads by Helen and 
women in the church. These were sold at the 
Christmas bazaar and I would buy a new one 
every year. I have angels and a fish, a crown and 
crosses. 
 

So what are Chrismons? A combination of the 
words Christ and monograms, Chrismons are 
ornaments made from Christian symbols. They 
were first developed by Frances Spencer and the 
women of the Ascension Lutheran Church in 
Danville, VA, in the 1950s in an effort to create 
appropriate decorations for the church Christmas 
tree. Spencer fashioned centuries-old symbols 
into white and gold tree decorations. Gold and 
white represent majesty and purity. Ideas for 
creating each Chrismon are developed from early 
Christian symbols, the Bible and church histories. 
Spencer’s Chrismons and similar designs are now 
used on Chrismon trees in churches of different 
denominations throughout the country. 

Chrismons can be made from any material. They 
can range from opulent to rustic. Mrs. Spencer 
was a huge fan of recycling. Any material can be 
used to make a Chrismon ornament. The only 
guideline is that they be made in gold and white. 
The most important aspect of a Chrismons 
ornament is its ability to share Christ’s story. 
 

Both young and old can partake in creating a 
Chrismon tree or ornament. Patterns can be 
found on the internet with many different 
symbols and their meanings. There are also 
pictures of Chrismon trees. Our tree at St. Peter’s 
used to have many more Chrismons, but over the 
years some have broken or gotten lost. Perhaps 
we can revive this tradition. 
 

Below are some links for you to see the different 
symbols and their meanings as well as directions 
to make your own Chrismons. There will also be a 
few beautifully beaded Chrismons for sale at the 
Christmas Bazaar on December 9. Whether you 
buy or make an ornament, be prepared to be 
delighted each year when you decorate your tree. 
 

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/chrism
ons.shtml 
http://www.chrismon.org/chrismons-
ministry.html 
http://www.ezartsncrafts.com/christiansymbol
s.html 

Wendy Diskin 
 

 
 

ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM! 

Join us for our next meeting on 
 

Sunday December 10, after Worship 
 

Are you excited about what God is doing at St. 

Peter’s? 

Do you have ideas for creative and meaningful 

worship? 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, writing, 

speaking, storytelling? 

Join us for a fun planning meeting as we prepare 

for our next lay led worship service, to be held 

on January 14. 

 

 

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/chrismons.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/chrismons.shtml
http://www.chrismon.org/chrismons-ministry.html
http://www.chrismon.org/chrismons-ministry.html
http://www.ezartsncrafts.com/christiansymbols.html
http://www.ezartsncrafts.com/christiansymbols.html
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Join us for our special 
Advent worship services and 

fellowship activities at 
St. Peter’s! 

 

Sunday, December 3 
First Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 9 
Annual St. Peter’s Christmas Bazaar 10 

am–3 pm 
Sunday, December 10 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday, December 13 
Service of Light, 6 pm 

Sunday December 17 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Pageant during Worship 
followed by Holiday Potluck 
Sunday December 24 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship Service 10 am 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7 pm 
 

The Christmas Bazaar 

St. Peter’s Church 

Saturday, December 9 

10 am to 3 pm 

Gifts for the entire family 
Cookie Walk 

Jewelry 

Quilt Raffle 

Handmade Items 

Silent Auction 

Lunch served from 11:30 am to 1 pm 

WORSHIP LEADERS IN 2018! 

Starting in January we'll be bringing back a fun 

and easy way to schedule our worship 

leaders!  It's a great way to include the broader 

congregation in worship leadership and will 

offer a more streamlined way to plan for 

worship. 
 

 

How does it work? 
 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have 

expressed interest in serving as an usher 

or liturgist, your name will be included 

in a rotating list of people which will be 

selected from each month for worship. 
 

 Each month our Office Administrator 

Shelley will schedule two ushers and one 

liturgist for each Sunday in the following 

month.  Communion servers will also be 

selected for Communion Sunday. 
 

 An email will be sent to all the worship 

leaders signed up for the coming 

month.  If an individual is not available 

for their given Sunday, they will reach 

out to someone serving that month and 

switch dates. 
 

 A calendar of the month's worship 

leaders will be included in our monthly 

newsletter as well as posted on the 

bulletin board in the narthex. 

 

 

Come let us worship together! 
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Order Form for Poinsettias 
 

(Orders must be in to Mitzi Lobdell by Sunday, December 10) 
 

Available this year: 
 

Size of Poinsettia  Price  Number 

(Please circle color desired)  Ordered 

4” Poinsettia in Red, 

White or Pink  $4.50  __________ 

 

7” Poinsettia in Red, 

White, Pink or 

Marble   $10.00  __________ 

 

  *Total Amount of Order __________ 

 *Please make checks payable to Mitzi Lobdell 

 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

 

Daytime phone number:  ________________________ 

 

In Memory of  ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Taking your plant home or do you want it given to a shut-in? 
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 December 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 2 

3 4 
 

5 
6:30 pm Women’s 
Unabridged 

6 

7:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Council 
Meeting 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
10 am – 3 pm 
Christmas Bazaar 
(lunch served 
11:30am-1pm) 

10 
10 am Worship 
Service 
11:30 am Worship 
Team Meeting 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

6 pm Service of 
Light 
7 pm Choir 

14 
 

15 16 

17 
10 am Worship 
Service & 
Christmas Pageant 
& Potluck 

18 19 
7 pm Trustees 
Meeting 

20 

7:00 pm Choir 

21 22 
 

23 

24 
10 am Worship 
Service 
7 pm Candlelight 
Service 

25 Merry 
Christmas

 

26 27 

7:00 pm Choir 

28 29  30 

31       

Coming up in January 

Jan. 21 & 28 Faith Seekers Class 


