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Greetings St. Peter’s!
As I write this, Vince and I are awaiting the birth of our
second daughter, and the beginning of a new chapter
for our family as we become a family of four!
As we anticipate this new path ahead of us, I want to
express my deep gratitude to each of you for the love
and care you have shown our family during this
journey. I especially want to thank you for the ways
you have drawn together to provide coverage during
my maternity leave this fall.
Your willingness to share your gifts of ministry, in all seasons, shows that God’s Spirit is alive and
well right here at St. Peter’s! And as we prepare for this next season, I believe it will be a deeply holy
one, for all of us!
What blessings might this next season hold for our community of faith?
DISCERNMENT: Having journeyed through the first half of our “Fields of Faith” Mission Study, you
are invited to spend some time reading through our congregational responses from the past year (copies
are available in the Narthex). As we consider this time of renewal and revitalization, how is God
calling you to participate in this new season?
WORSHIP: As we welcome new voices into the pulpit each Sunday this fall (both guest preachers and
our own St. Peter’s preachers!), we will have the opportunity to hear new insights into familiar
Scripture passages, and also experience new approaches to worshiping as God’s people.
TRUST: As we move into our second year of transitional ministry together, we continue to trust in the
Spirit’s leading as we consider who we are as a community of faith and what it means to be the church
in today’s world.
PRAYER: As we shift from the warm summer days to a more earthy sense of preparation and harvest,
the fall season invites us into deeper contemplation and awareness of God’s work below the surface.
May this be a season of intentional prayer and drawing closer to God for each of us.
While I am on leave this fall, I will be holding our church family in prayer, and looking forward to
returning on the First Sunday of Advent!
With love and gratitude,

Pastor Lynn
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FALL MATERNITY LEAVE COVERAGE
August 26th – November 25th
During Rev. Horan’s maternity leave this fall we will have full coverage for worship, pastoral care and
Council moderating. Sunday worship will alternate between guest preachers and our St. Peter’s
preachers and worship team. We look forward to welcoming Lynn back on the
First Sunday of Advent.
Thank you to all who have stepped in to provide coverage,
our congregation is blessed by your leadership and ministry!
WHO TO CONTACT DURING MATERNITY LEAVE:
General questions: The church office at 392-3386 stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
Pastoral care and prayer concerns: Deacons Co-Chairs Sharon Wing (794-0237) and Sandy Fischer
(209-7024). Rev. Beth Illingworth and Rev. Kathi Jones are also available for emergencies.
Council Liaison: Teresa Barensfeld 392-7859 tbarensfeld@gmail.com



During our Wednesday Lenten worship service with Chatham Area Churches, the offering
that was received was given to the PC(USA) Disaster Assistance Program to support our
denomination’s refugee relief ministries worldwide.
Dear St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church,
I am thankful today - and know I represent just one small voice in a mighty chorus of grateful
Presbyterians and survivors of disaster from all walks of life - that you have put love into
tangible action, giving with such extraordinary generosity to support those in need. Your
prayers and gifts enable Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and our partners across the globe to
manifest God-with-us, Emmanuel, to those in chaos and despair. Your generous gift is a gift
that makes divine comfort real, helping those afflicted by disaster
touch the tangible presence of Love.
May peace be with you, in all seasons.
In Christ peace,
Rev. Dr. La e A. Draus
Coordinator, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
uri
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Homecoming Sunday
September 9th
Join us for worship with Rev. Beth Illingworth
as we welcome back our Sunday School
and celebrate Luke Olivieri’s 15th Anniversary
as Music Director at St. Peter’s!
HAPPY 15th ANNIVERSARY to LUKE OLIVIERI!

Our Church family would like to thank Luke Olivieri for his incredible ministry at St. Peter’s! Since
September 2003, Luke has directed music at St. Peter's, leading the choir, accompanying with piano,
organ and guitar, arranging and composing, continually developing the music library and offering
innovative and deeply worshipful music!
Thank you Luke for being with us during the past 15 years!
We appreciate all that you do and we look forward to supporting your ministry into the future!

~ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR LUKE OLIVIERI ~
Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of music You have brought to our church family through the faithful
leadership of Luke Olivieri. With hearts full of gratitude, we celebrate Luke’s fifteenth anniversary with our
community of faith, and celebrate the many ways in which music enables us to draw closer to You in our
worship together. We ask that You continue to bless Luke in his music ministry, offering him deep inspiration
and joy as he has so graciously offered us. With thankful hearts we pray! Amen.
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September Birthdays

September Lectionary Readings
9/2/18

9/9/18

9/16/18

9/23/18

9/30/18

Semi-continuous: Song of
Solomon 2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 69; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 1415, 21-23
Complementary: Deuteronomy
4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15; James 1:1727; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Semi-continuous: Proverbs 22:12, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125; James
2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17; Mark 7:2437
Complementary: Isaiah 35:4-7a;
Psalm 146; James 2:1-10 (11-13)
14-17; Mark 7:24-37

Leslie Newton

9/2

Elaine Fairall

9/3

Sandy Gaylord

9/3

Roby Harrington

9/3

Timothy Davis

9/4

Jeff Braley

9/6

Willard Ulmer

9/10

Marilee Lobdell

9/22

Lawrence Massimo

9/22

************************************************

Women’s Unabridged
Book Club

We welcome any woman or friend of a
member to come join our group. We meet
the first Tuesday of the month at different
members' houses for potluck suppers or
coffee and desserts. Please contact
Denise Davis if you are interested at
518-392-9690!

Semi-continuous: Proverbs 1:2033; Psalm 19; James 3:1-12; Mark
8:27-38
Complementary: Isaiah 50:4-9a;
Psalm 116:1-9; James 3:1-12; Mark
8:27-38

Date: September 11th This is the 2nd
Tuesday in September due to Labor Day.
Book: The Hour I First Believed
by Wally Lamb
Host: Need someone to host

Semi-continuous: Proverbs 31-1031; Psalm 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37
Complementary: Jeremiah 11:1820; Psalm 54; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37

Date: October 2nd
Book: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Host: Need someone to host

Semi-continuous: Esther 7:1-6, 910, 9:20-22; Psalm 124; James
5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50
Complementary: Numbers 11:4-6,
10-16, 24-29, Psalm 19:7-14;
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50
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Psalm 113:3 “From the
rising of the sun to the
place where it sets, the
name of the Lord is to be
praised.”

FALL WORKSHOP
A Journey Within:
A Pathway for Healing

Happy end of Summer St. Peter’s Family!
As we enjoy the warmth and sun and
beautiful landscape, the Deacons wanted to
remind/encourage you about a couple of
things.
1. Adopt a Neighbor! We experienced a
significant heatwave at the beginning of
July and heard wonderful accounts of
our church family checking in on
elderly neighbors. What if we each
adopted a neighbor to check on
periodically? What if we started a list of
available resources that we could easily
access if our neighbors needed some
assistance? Let’s all put on our walking
shoes and be living examples of the
missions of our church that we all hold
so dear.
2. Empower women - there was an
article published that recognized a large
number of teen women miss school due
to the lack of access to feminine
products. Our church community
donates so generously to our local food
pantries - could you include some
feminine products to those donations?
If you would rather give a monetary
donation for us to purchase them,
please see any Deacon.
3. Home Communion - please
remember that we are available to share
this with you - you can call on any
Deacon to schedule a time.
4. Tea on the Green – Thank you to
everyone that signed up this summer to
host Tea on the Green while the
Deacon’s took a summer break from
hosting coffee hour.
Blessings to all our wonderful church family,

As many of you know, I recently
completed a program in Spiritual
Direction through the Haden Institute.
The program gave me the opportunity
to write about a form of healing I
discovered in my effort to recover
from the trauma of chronic Lyme
disease.
On Saturday, October 20th, I will
offer a workshop at St. Peter's to
describe this form of healing.
In the workshop I will demonstrate:






how to use imagery and
imagination to connect with the
functioning of the brain;
how to release intense emotions,
anxiety and pain using this
technique;
how to gain self-awareness and
grow in compassion by honoring
our personal and collective stories.

More details about the workshop will
follow in the next newsletter.
For more information, you may also
call me at 518-821-7990.
Blessings,
Rev. Beth Illingworth

The Deacons
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During the Welcome to Summer in
Spencertown Festival, St. Peter’s hosted a
silent auction and donated 10% of the proceeds
to the disaster relief in Puerto Rico

THANK YOU FOR
ANOTHER
SUCCESSFUL
TRASH &
TREASURE SALE!

www.hispanicfederaton.org
July 18, 2018
Dear St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church

Thank you to
everyone who
made our annual Trash & Treasure sale
another great success! From those who
donated goods to those who purchased
them, and all our volunteers, we couldn’t
have done it without you!
And a special word of thanks to our team
leaders Peggy Antos and Mindy
Gardner!
Our proceeds totaled $4,404 (a big
increase from $2,227 last year), which
will support the ministries of St. Peter’s!

Thank you very much for your generous
contribution of $150.00 on 7/11/2018 to the
Hispanic Federation’s UNIDOS Disaster Relief
and Recovery Program for Puerto Rico When
we first launched this campaign on September
20th, we hoped our philanthropic partners would
answer the call to help families and
communities devastated by Hurricane Maria.
And you have – with a response that has been
generous and empowering.
Thanks to your commitment to helping our people
in Puerto Rico, we are meeting immediate needs
while laying a foundation that will strengthen
the island well into the future. Below are just a
few of the accomplishments that we have
achieved together:






************************************

Thank You to our
Beloved Church Family!

Delivered over 7,000,000 pounds of
food, water and other emergency
supplies to families in all 78
municipalities across Puerto Rico.
Provided more than 750,000 individuals
in Puerto Rico with water filtration
systems, medical support, meals, solar
lamps, mosquito nets and other essential
supplies and services.

Thank you so
much for the
beautiful Baby
Sprinkle after
worship on the
Village Green!
That was such a
special surprise
and both Vince
and I were
overwhelmed by your kindness and
generosity. We are so grateful for all the
love and support you have shown our
family as we begin this new chapter in
our lives! We look forward to welcoming
our Baby Girl!

Invested $20 million dollars in
grassroots nonprofits that will help
people rebuild their lives on the island.
Our goal is to strengthen the social
services infrastructure available to families
and communities in
Puerto Rico.

Your investment is having a direct impact on lives
and livelihoods in Puerto Rico – and this is only
the beginning! We can’t thank you enough. I look
forward to staying in touch and sharing the
progress your company is making possible.

With love, Lynn and Vince

Mil gracias!
Jose Calderon, President
6

NEXT YEAR’s
Summer in Spencertown!
What will you do with the spring and
summer clothing you decide not to keep for
next season? Donate it for next year’s
Summer in Spencertown clothing boutique!
Summer 2018 isn’t quite over – not until
September 22, 9:54 P.M. EDT -- but we are
already planning for the clothing sale St.
Peter’s sponsors at Summer in Spencertown
2019. Several of us who helped at the sale
last Memorial Day realized that customers
were looking for warm-weather gear. But
the sale’s timing is right after most of us
have just finished weeding the fall and
winter items from our closets.
When you’re sorting through your warmweather clothing, shoes, and accessories –
for all genders and ages – please set aside
items to donate to next year’s sale. Gentlyused or new with tags goodies are great, but
we welcome anything, as long as you’re OK
if we decide to pass your donation along to
another worthy organization. Please make
sure that whatever you donate is clean.
Leave your donations in the church foyer,
labeled for Summer in Spencertown 2019.
We’ll take care of the rest. Thanks!
Questions? Contact Nancy Ordman,
nancy.ordman@gmail.com or 518-781-4136
(home) or 518-265-4393 (cell – please send
text messages only).

Welcome New Hymnal!
On Sunday, June 10th, St. Peter’s dedicated
our beautiful new “Glory to God” Hymnals,
published by the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Our congregation gives thanks to
the many individuals in our church family
who purchased a hymnal(s), which have
been noted with special dedication plaques
in each book.
Hymnals are still available for dedication!
We still have more hymnals in need of
dedications! Please consider purchasing a
hymnal for $20, using the special offering
envelopes found in each pew. Please note
whether you’d like to purchase a hymnal in
IN HONOR/ IN MEMORY/ IN
CELEBRATION / IN APPRECIATION
of someone special.
Take home a blue hymnal!
As we celebrate our new hymnal, we are
also very grateful for our previous blue
hymnals, which have journeyed with us in
worship for the past 29 years! If you
dedicated one of our previous blue hymnals
to a friend or loved one, you are invited to
bring the hymnal home with you. The blue
hymnals can be found in the back pews.

Trash Removal & Church Refrigerator
Just a friendly reminder to please remove all
trash when using the kitchen or bringing food
into the fellowship hall/building. All trash
needs to be tied and removed from the
building every time, even if there is just a
little garbage. Also, please do not leave
leftovers in the refrigerator. No food or food
waste is to be left in the building.

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD!
~ Psalm 95 ~

Thank you!
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP
Sunday, September 2nd
St. Peter’s Preacher: Larry Massimo
Welcome and Liturgist: MaryAnne Davis
Children’s Sermon: Marion Ulmer
Prayers: Peggy Antos
HOMECOMING SUNDAY, September 9th
Guest Preacher: Rev. Beth Illingworth
Communion
Sunday School Begins
Celebration of Luke Olivieri
Sunday, September 16th
St. Peter’s Preacher: Joel Dyslin
Welcome and Liturgist: Barbara Conkling
Children’s Sermon: Sandy Fischer
Prayers: Arlene Lareau
Sunday, September 23rd
Guest Preachers:
Rev. Stewart and Rev. MJ Pattison
Sunday, September 30th
St. Peter’s Preacher: Sharon Wing
Welcome and Liturgist: Wendy Diskin
Children’s Sermon: Jere Wrightsman
Prayers: Jean Brower
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September Worship Leaders
Sept 2nd

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Jere Wrightsman
Matthew Harrington
Mary Anne Davis

Sept 9th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:
Communion Servers:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Kurt Barensfeld
Shirley Newsome
Larry Massimo

Sept 16th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Larry Massimo
Mitzi Lobdell
Barbara Conkling

Sept 23rd

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Randy Ezinga
Laura Corsun
Ian Wing

Sept 30th

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher
Liturgist

George French
Carol French
Wendy Diskin
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 Labor Day

4

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service followed by
Fellowship Time

9

10

11

17

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service and Sunday
School followed by
Fellowship Time

12

8
9:30 AM Deacon’s
Meeting

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

7:00 PM Choir

23 First Day of Fall 24

30
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6:30 PM Women’s
7:00 PM Choir
Unabridged Book Club
Meeting
7:00 PM Trustees
Meeting

9:00 Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service and Sunday
School followed by
Fellowship Time

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Service and Sunday
School followed by
Fellowship Time
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7:00 PM Council
Meeting
7:00 PM Choir

9:00 AM Choir
10:00 AM
“Homecoming Sunday”
Worship Service with
Communion and
Sunday School
followed by Fellowship
Time
11:30 AM Nominating
Committee Meeting
after Worship in the
Sanctuary

16

5

25

26
7:00 PM Choir

Coming up in October
October 7th – World Communion Sunday
October 14th – Harvest Potluck

“You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.”
― John Bunyan
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