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    December 2018 
 

Greetings St. Peter’s!  

 
I am overjoyed to be back with you all as we begin the 

Advent season together!  I had a very happy and meaningful 

maternity leave, as Vince and I welcomed Chantal into our 

busy household.  Margot has adjusted well to her role as big 

sister and we are finding a good routine for everyone! 
 

It was especially meaningful to celebrate Chantal’s baptism 

with our St. Peter’s church family in October.  As Vince and 

I stood before you, we embraced again the great gift of God’s 

grace and reminded ourselves of the need to trust in God’s 

faithfulness, amid all that life offers. 

 

My need for God’s grace was especially apparent as I anxiously cradled our crying baby, who was in desperate need of a 

nap, and gesturing to Vince to wrangle our toddler as she blew out the Christ candle!  My heart was one part embarrassed 

mother and another part journeying disciple who is daily seeking God’s strength and guidance.  

 

And thankfully, the Sacrament of Baptism accepts us all right where we are, as we are. 

 

As we gathered together on that Sunday, I was reminded that Baptism is such a powerful call to return to the basics of our 

faith ~ that we are each a child of God, seeking God’s shelter and the assurance of God’s love.  A love that is not earned 

but is feely given and abundantly granted.  It is a humbling and transformative experience each time we reaffirm that 

foundational truth! 

 

Just as Chantal’s baptism reminded Vince and I of what is foundational in our faith, the season of Advent is an 

opportunity to do the same.  What do we believe?  And in whom do we believe? 

 

With these questions in mind, I look forward to journeying with you through a special Advent sermon series “The Faces 

of Christ,” which will bring us back to the basics of who Christ is in our lives of faith.  Jesus as human, as higher self, 

Christ as the center, as the child, and much much more! 

 

As we enter this holy season of Advent, we journey with Christ as he emerges (and re-emerges) in our lives as Emmanuel, 

God with us.  As we search for who Christ is in our lives today, I invite you to ask yourself the very same question Jesus 

asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” (Mark 8:29). 

 

And by God’s grace, may the Christ of our hearts be revealed in new and surprising ways! 

 
Advent blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

 

 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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 WORDS OF GRATITUDE 

From Pastor Lynn 

 
I want to thank our entire congregation, Luke Olivieri, Council, Board of Deacons 

and Trustees for your graciousness in allowing me to be on maternity leave this fall.  

It was such a special time for Vince and I to be home with our daughter Chantal 

and also help our toddler Margot adjust to our new addition.  And it was such a joy 

to celebrate Chantal’s baptism with all of you!   

I am especially grateful to all of our worship leaders who brought God’s word each 

Sunday through Spirit-led sermons, children’s sermons, music and prayer.   

And I offer special thanks to our guest preachers Rev. Beth Illingworth, Revs. 

Stewart and MJ Pattison, Rev. Jane Brady-Close,  

and Council Moderator Rev. Kathi Jones. 

Thanks to all of you, our church is alive and well, and full of God’s Spirit!  

With deep gratitude, 

Pastor Lynn    
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

            NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 

Important Dates 
 

Sunday December 2nd  
Congregational Meeting after worship 

 to elect New Church Officers 
 

Sunday, December 9th 
New Officer Training, after worship 

 

Wednesday January 2nd 
Examination of New Church Officers during Council Meeting, 7pm 

 

Sunday January 13th  
Ordination and installation of new church officers, during worship  

(Includes new Ruling Elders and Deacons and those returning for a second term) 

 

Thank you for sharing your gifts of ministry with our community of faith! 
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Join us for worship, fellowship and 

special activities throughout the 

Advent Season! 

 

Sunday Worship at 10am 

 
Saturday, December 1st 

Wreath Making, 10am-noon 

 

Sunday, December 2nd 

First Sunday of Advent 

Congregational Meeting  

after worship 

 

Saturday, December 8th 

Annual St. Peter’s  

Christmas Bazaar, 10am – 3pm 

 

Wednesday, December 19th 

Service of Light, 6pm 

A Prayer Service of  

Hope and Healing 

 

Sunday, December 23rd 

Christmas Pageant and Potluck 

 

Monday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service, 7pm 
 

Advent Sermon Series 
 “The Faces of Jesus” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us each Sunday in Advent as we 

explore the faces of Jesus Christ and the 

various ways of understanding the person 

and nature of our Emmanuel, God with us. 

May our relationship with God deepen as we 

explore the depth of who Christ is in  

our lives of faith! 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Jesus as Human 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Jesus as Higher Self 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Christ the Center 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Christ the Child - Pageant 
 

Christmas Eve  

Christ Incarnate 
 

“Who do you say that I am?” 
~ Mark 8:29 ~ 
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TREASURER’S UPDATE 
 

Our 2018 budget anticipated an operating deficit of $5000 which will come from our 

church reserves – currently standing at $53,109. 
 

Up until September, our income and expenditure were broadly on budget. However, as at 

the end of October, our revenue has fallen 14% below budget, largely because pledged 

amounts received are falling behind amounts promised. For the same period, expenditure 

is 7% below budget. 
 

The operating deficit on November 1st, was $10,900 and unless pledged income catches 

up, there will have to be a larger charge to reserves than I believe is prudent. I’d be very 

grateful if members who have pledged could review their quarterly statement. 
 

Ian Wing, Treasurer 
 

 

CLARA GOTT INCENTIVE FUND FINAL QUARTERLY MEETING OF 2018 

APPLICATIONS NEEDED Due date Dec. 15, 2018 
 

The Clara Gott Incentive Fund members will be meeting in December to disperse remaining 

allotted money for this year.  Unlike some past years when we have spent the money by 

December, we have money to give away to the appropriate project(s) thanks in part to the 

Church giving back money lent to them after sales of the new hymnals. 
  

Applications are due by December 15th!!  They can be found on our website: saintpeterspc.org 

Click on outreach   

and finally click  on Clara Gott Fund.  
 

If you would like a printed copy, stop by the church.  Copies are on the bulletin board in the 

narthex. They can be sent to:  

Clara Gott Incentive Fund 

P.O. Box 14 

Spencertown, NY 12165 

Each request for funds must meet the following criteria as noted on the application:  
 

The project is to be generally consistent with the goals and principles of the Church.  

The group or individual proposing a project must submit an application with  

a. A clear statement of goals  

b. Designation of leadership and responsibility  

c. Criteria for evaluation  

d. A proposed budget, showing expenses and resources.  
 

In the past we have given for money for many different types of projects/materials including 

events benefiting the community or church, programs/ materials benefiting individuals with 

special needs, emergency money for medical situations, as well as grants to supplement other 

organizations’ needs. This list is not all inclusive nor do you need to be a member of St. Peter’s 

to apply.  
 

We are looking forward to seeing your proposals.  
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PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  

Mon–Wed, 9am–1pm (Church or manse 

office, also by appointment). Lynn is also 

available whenever needed for pastoral  

care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

*************************************** 
 
Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 
 

Week of Dec 24th 
Wed 11 – 3, Thurs 9 - 1, Fri 12 – 3 
Week of Dec 30th 
Wed 11 - 3, Thurs 9 - 1, Fri 12 – 3 
 

St. Peter’s Press Deadline 
To submit an article for the 
newsletter just email it to Shelley at 
the church office 
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to Rev. 
Lynn Horan at 
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th 
of each month. The submission 
deadline for the January issue is 
Thursday, December. 20th 

 

 

From the Stewardship Committee 
 

Thank you to everyone who have turned 

in their pledge cards for 2019. As of  

Nov. 18th, we had 32 pledges for general 

giving for $60,436.00.  For 2018, we had 

43 pledges totaling $82,714. If you haven’t 

turned your pledge card in yet, please do 

so as soon as possible. Thank you! 
 

              December 

         Lectionary Readings 
 

 

12/2/18 1
st

 Sunday of Advent     

Jeremiah 33:14-16;                

Psalm 25:1-10; 1        

Thessalonians 3:9-13;             

Luke 21:25-36 

12/9/18 2
nd

 Sunday of Advent           

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; 

Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

12/16/18 3
rd

 Sunday of Advent       

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; 

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

12/23/18 4
th

 Sunday of Advent             

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46-55 or 

Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; 

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

12/24/18 Christmas Eve                         

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96:1-13;     

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

12/25/18 Nativity of the Lord/Christmas 

Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97:1-12; 

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20; 

Isaiah 52-7-10; Psalm 98:1-9; 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 

12/30/18 1
st

 Sunday after Christmas             

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 


 

 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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ADVENT BOOK STUDY 
 

Meeting Jesus Again for 
the First Time 

 The Historical Jesus  
and the Heart of  

Contemporary Faith 
 

By Marcus J. Borg 
 

If you have further interest in our 
Advent sermon series “The Faces of 
Jesus,” consider purchasing this short 
but very meaningful book.  Join up with 
others for a book discussion or use it as 
a daily devotional during this holy 
season! 
 

Copies are available on Amazon.com  
for $15 
 

*********************************** 
CHRISTMAS 

WREATH 
DECORATING 

The new dates for the 
Christmas Wreath 

Decorating are Saturday, December 1st 
from 9-12pm and Sunday, December 
2nd after Worship and the 
Congregational Meeting. 
 

This is a great fundraiser for the church, 
and a companionable and aromatic 
beginning to the advent season. The 
decorated wreaths will be sold for $30 
each (pre-orders welcome!).  
 

Also, of course, you can come to 
decorate a wreath and buy it for 
yourself, or ask someone to make one 
for you. Friends and family might also 
want to come and decorate wreaths for 
themselves – children are very welcome, 
with adult supervision. 
 

For questions please contact, Donna 
Staron at 518-392-3488, by email 
donnastaron@yahoo.com or contact 
Katie Cashen at 518-851-7456 
 

VOLUNTEERS AND 
DONATIONS NEEDED FOR 

THE ANNUAL  
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 

The Annual Christmas Bazaar is 
Saturday, Dec. 8th, 10AM to 3PM 

 

We Need Your Help! 
 

 We need cookies for the 
cookie walk! If you are unable to 
come volunteer at the bazaar, 
perhaps you can bake cookies for 
the cookie walk. 
 

 We need jewelry donations for 
the jewelry table! Do you have 
jewelry sitting in your jewelry box 
that you haven’t worn forever – 
now is the time to put it to good use 
and let someone else wear it. 
 

 We need auction items for the 
silent auction! Please contact 
Patricia McKeon at 518-392-3369 
or email: 
patriciamckeon1@gmail.com 
 

 We need volunteers and 
donations! If you can donate or 
volunteer, please contact  
Jennifer Lippert 518-392-6813. 
 

 Posters to help us advertise 
are in the narthex. Please takes 
the posters and post them in and 
around your neighborhood. Let's 
spread the word and make our last 
fundraising event a huge success! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Jennifer Lippert at 518-392-6813 
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The Christmas Bazaar at 
St. Peter’s Church 

 

Gifts for the entire family 
 

Saturday, December 8th 
10 AM to 3 PM 

 

Cookie Walk 
 

Jewelry 
 

Quilt Raffle 
 

Handmade Items  
 

Silent Auction 
 

Lunch served, 11:30 AM – 1 PM 
 

Santa Lucia performance by 
The Sunday School at 12:00PM 

 
5219 County Rt. 7, Spencertown, NY 
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Congregational Meeting 

Sunday December 2nd 

 after Worship 

Please join us after worship for a brief 

congregational meeting as we 

 

 Elect our new Church Officers 

for 2019 

 

 Elect our Pastor Nominating 

Committee and commission                                                           

their work of discernment over 

the next year  

 

 Offer gratitude to all our 

Deacons, Elders and Trustees for 

their service,                             

and special thanks to those 

ending their terms this year. 

 

Please plan to attend this 

important meeting in the life of our 

church family! 

 

 

 

FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
For New Members and Inquirers 

 

Sundays February 10th and 17th  

9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, 

fellowship and family? 

Are you looking for a church home 

where you can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually 

in prayer, worship and service? 
 

Would you like to become more involved 

in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week 

exploration of faith for those interested in 

becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  We will 

share our own faith journeys and discern 

where God’s Spirit is leading us in our 

community of faith! 

New members will be received into 

membership during worship on the  

First Sunday of Lent, March 10th.  
 

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you 

are interested!  Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 

“For where two or three are gathered in My 

name, there I am among them."  

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 
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December Birthdays 
Hester-Luna Culley 12/2 
Emma Jensen      12/10 
Richard Light      12/10 
Shirley Newsome     12/12 
Don Shriver       12/20 
Emma Tillotson      12/20 
Lucy Tillotson      12/20 
 

************************************ 

Annual Reports due Dec 15th 
Yes, it’s that time of year! 

 

In order to have the Annual Report for 
2018 completed for the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on January 13th, 
Ministry Annual Reports are due no later 
than December 15th. Please email the 
church office at stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
with your report. 
 

*************************************** 

2019 Church Directory 
The 2019 edition of the Church Directory 
will soon be available. If you have any 
additions/corrections/deletions to your 
present listing, please contact the church 
office at 518-392-3386 or by email: 
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by Friday, 
January. 4th.  
 

************************************ 

From the Ghent Food Pantry 
 

Thank you so much for your kind 

donation in November.  We appreciate 

your continued support in helping our 

community. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Hymnal! 

 

 

On Sunday, June 10th, St. Peter’s 

dedicated our beautiful new “Glory to 

God” Hymnals, published by the 

Presbyterian Church (USA).   Our 

congregation gives thanks to the many 

individuals in our church family who 

purchased a hymnal(s), which have 

been noted with special dedication 

plaques in each book.  
 

Hymnals are still available for 

dedication! 
 

We still have more hymnals in need of 

dedications!  Please consider 

purchasing a hymnal for $20, using 

the special offering envelopes found in 

each pew.  Please note whether you’d 

like to purchase a hymnal in IN 

HONOR/ IN MEMORY/ IN 

CELEBRATION / IN 

APPRECIATION of someone 

special. A hymnal dedication would 

make a perfect Christmas gift for the 

person that has everything. 

 

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD! 
~ Psalm 95 ~ 

 
 
 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

 

We welcome 
any woman or 
friend of a 
member to 
come join our 
group.  We 
meet the first 
Tuesday of the month at different 
members' houses for potluck suppers or 
coffee and desserts. Please contact  
Denise Davis if you are interested at  
518-392-9690!  
 
Date: Monday, Dec. 17th at 6:30pm 

Book: The 13th Gift: A True Story of a 

Christmas Miracle  

by Joanne Huist Smith 

Host: Need someone to host 
 

****************************************** 
 

Sunday School Christmas 
Pageant and Potluck 

Sunday, December 23rd 
The Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
will be held on Sunday, December 23rd 
at 10:00 AM during worship. 

After the Pageant, we will have a potluck 
during Fellowship Time. Please join us! 

Order Form for 

Poinsettias 
 

(Orders must be in to Mitzi Lobdell by Sunday, 
December 9) 
     

 
Available this year: 

 

Size of Poinsettia  Price Number  

(Please circle color desired)  Ordered 

4” Poinsettia in Red,  

White or Pink  $4.50    

7” Poinsettia in Red,  

White, Pink or  

Marble   $10.00    

 

Total Amount of Order       

Please make checks out to Mitzi Lobdell 

Name:         

 

         

 

Daytime phone number:      

 

In Memory of        

 

         

 

In Honor of        

 

         

Taking your plant home or do you want it 

given to a shut-in? 
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Are You Willing 
 

Henry Van Dyke, Six Days of the Week 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

Are you willing… 

     to forget what you have done for other people, 

     and to remember what other people have done for you; 

     to ignore what the world owes you, 

     and to think what you owe the world; 

     to put your rights in the background, 

     and your duties in the middle distance, 

     and your chances to do a little more than your duty in the foreground; 

     to see that men and women are just as real as you are, 

     and try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy; 

     to own up to the fact that probably the only good reason for your existence is not what you 

 are going to get out of life, 

     but what you are going to give to life; 

     to close your book of complaints against the management of the universe, 

     and look around you for a place where you can sow a few seeds of happiness— 

Are you willing to do these things even for a day? 

     Then you can keep Christmas. 
 

Are you willing to stoop down and consider 

     the needs and desires of little children; 

     to remember the weakness and loneliness of people growing old; 

     to stop asking how much your friends love you, 

     and ask yourself whether you love them enough; 

     to bear in mind the things that other people have to bear in their hearts; 

     to try to understand what those who live in the same home with you really want, without 

 waiting for them to tell you; 

     to trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less smoke, 

     and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall behind you; 

     to make a grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your kindly feelings with the  

 gate open— 

Are you willing to do these things, even for a day? 

     Then you can keep Christmas. 
 

Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the world— 

     stronger than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than death— 

     and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years ago is the 

 image and brightness of Eternal Love? 

Then you can keep Christmas. 
 

And if you can keep it for a day, why not always? But you can never keep it alone. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
9am-12pm Christmas 
Wreath Decorating 

2  
1st Sunday of Advent 

9am Choir 

10am Worship with 
Communion and 
Sunday School 

11:30am 
Congregational 
Meeting after worship 

12:00pm Christmas 
Wreath Decorating 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
7pm Council Meeting 

7pm Choir 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
10am-3pm Christmas 
Bazaar – lunch served 
from 11:30-1pm 

 

9  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

9am Choir 

10am Worship Service 
and Sunday School 

10  
 

11  
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

12  
7pm Choir 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
9:30 Deacon’s Meeting 

 

Ministry Annual 
Reports due  

16  
3rd Sunday of Advent 

9am Choir 

10am Worship Service 
and Sunday School 

17  
6:30pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group.  

18  
 

19  
6pm Service of Light 

7pm Choir 

20  
St Peter’s Press 
submission deadline 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
4th Sunday of Advent 

9am Choir 

10am Christmas 
Pageant during worship 
and Potluck  

24  
Christmas Eve 

5pm Canaan 
Congregation Church 
Worship Service 

7pm St. Peter’s 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

25  
Merry Christmas 

 

26  
7pm Choir 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

 

Coming up in January 

January 13th – Installation of New Officers during worship, congregational 
meeting, presentation of 2019 Budget and 2018 Annual Report (snow date: 
Sunday, January 20th) 

“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and 

serving others with God's own love and concern.”                                                             Mother Teresa 


