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    November 2018 
 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, we carry with us that same sense of 

gratitude into our Stewardship season. Gratitude first and foremost for God’s free 

gift of grace, but also gratitude for the many ways that Christ’s love is made 

manifest in our lives, in our relationships and in our own church family.  

 

As we discern together how to express that gratitude, the question we should ask 

ourselves is not just how can we financially support our beloved church, but more 

importantly… 

 

How is God calling me to serve the church? 

 

There are three ways to serve the church that I would like to highlight, in the hope that we may feel 

God’s Spirit calling us in new ways!   

 

1) Membership and Re-Affirmation of Baptism 

If you are somewhat new to the Presbyterian tradition, you might we wondering, what’s the big deal 

about being a “member” of the church versus just coming to worship.  Isn’t it all the same?  What’s the 

difference between say a member and a friend or a visitor?  Don’t we all belong here?  Aren’t we all 

welcome here! 

 

The answer is “Yes!” we are all part of God’s church and all are welcome.  But the particular call to 

membership is something very special in that it is a Spirit-led response to God’s love and grace in our 

lives.  Membership in the Presbyterian Church is an opportunity to publically re-affirm our baptism and 

the work of grace that has already been done in our lives. Membership is also a pathway to deeper 

service within the church, whether it be serving as a Deacon, Ruling Elder or a member of the Pastor 

Nominating Committee. 
 

2) Serving as a Deacon 

I like to refer to the Deacons as the heart and hands of the church.  Through their ministry of comfort, 

hope and healing, the Deacons are the most tangible reflection of Christ’s ministry and we are blessed 

to have an active and devoted Board of Deacons at St. Peter’s! The Deacons’ ministry includes holding 

individuals in prayer, making visits and serving Communion to the homebound, organizing our 

fellowship time after worship, sending birthday and get-well notes, preparing meals and organizing 

transportation when needed and much much more. 
 

Deacons likewise must be people of dignity, holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 

~ 1 Timothy 3:8-9 ~ 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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Greetings St. Peter’s! cont.  

 

3) Serving as a Ruling Elder 

The ministry of Elder is what really makes us Presbyterian! Our tradition comes from the Greek word 

presbýteros, which means “elder.”  We elect Elders to represent our community of faith in decision 

making, governance and maintaining a process of discernment whereby all voices are heard and 

represented.  Elders serve on a board known as Council (or “Session” in some churches), and together 

they listen for God’s Spirit in each decision that is made, from what flag to raise outside the church and 

when to serve Communion to our annual church budget and where to allocate mission funding.   

 

After they had appointed elders in each church, with prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord 

in whom they had come to believe.   ~ Acts 14:23  

 

If you are feeling God’s call to join the church as a member or serve our congregation as a Deacon or 

Ruling Elder, let this Stewardship season begin by saying “yes” to God’s call! And may this be a 

blessed Stewardship season, where each of us feels called to serve the church in new and exciting 

ways! 

 

With gratitude, 
 

Pastor Lynn   
*********************************************************************************** 

 

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 

Important Dates 
 

Sunday December 2nd  
Congregational Meeting after worship 

 to elect New Church Officers 
 

Sunday, December 9th 
New Officer Training, after worship 

 

Wednesday January 2nd 
Examination of New Church Officers during Council Meeting, 7pm 

 

Sunday January 13th  
Ordination and installation of new church officers, during worship  

(Includes new Ruling Elders and Deacons and those returning for a second term) 

 

Thank you for sharing your gifts of ministry with our community of faith! 
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October 16, 2018 

 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter’s,  
  

This is much the same letter that you may have read in the October “St. Peter’s Press.” We thought it 

covered everything we wanted to say, so decided not to make changes. Please read it again as a 

reminder of the upcoming Stewardship Sunday on November 11th. 
  

St. Peter’s church is a vital part of Spencertown, but it also draws people from a much larger area 

because of its thriving, active congregation As has been demonstrated during the past years, we can 

both participate in and lead our worship service, care for one another and serve those in need. To 

continue to be that church we need to have the funds for the pastor, music, heat, maintenance, and all 

the other numerous expenses of any church.  
  

We, the Stewardship Committee, want to thank you for being a partner in the ministry and mission of 

St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church. Your ongoing financial contributions are making a real difference in 

the lives of ever so many people. You know what matters in life, and through your giving, you are 

sharing that with others and reaching them with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
  

In the next few weeks you will be hearing more about how we as a congregation are seeking to grow 

and answer God’s call. As you know, that will require our investment in both our spiritual and financial 

gifts. We are asking that you pray about how you want to answer the challenge to grow and we invite 

you to consider joining us in taking a “step up” by increasing your financial gift for the coming year.  
  

The practice of generosity is a faith discipline. Growing in generosity is the mark of a developing faith 

and a deeper walk with Christ. We joined St. Peter’s because we believe that its members are 

committed to being genuine disciples of Christ. We want to be involved with something that really 

matters in this community. As a congregation, we are seeking to be fed spiritually and to actively 

engage in a world where our abilities can meet its deepest needs; and with God’s help, to be a 

difference for good. We welcome any questions. 

 

Please prayerfully consider the financial commitment you can make for 2019 and complete and return 

the enclosed pledge card on or before Sunday, November 11th.  
  

Thank you for your continuing and faithful generosity.  

  

  

The Stewardship Committee,  

Ian Wing, Treasurer; Jere Wrightsman; Marion Ulmer; Larry Massimo  

 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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FALL MATERNITY LEAVE 

COVERAGE 

August 26th – November 25th 

 

During Rev. Horan’s maternity leave this fall 

we will have full coverage for worship, 

pastoral care and Council moderating.  

Sunday worship will alternate between guest 

preachers and our St. Peter’s preachers and 

worship team.  We look forward to welcoming 

Lynn back on the First Sunday of Advent. 
 

Thank you to all who have stepped  

in to provide coverage, 

our congregation is blessed by your 

leadership and ministry! 
 

WHO TO CONTACT DURING 

MATERNITY LEAVE: 

 

General questions: The church office at 

392-3386 stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
 

Pastoral care and prayer concerns: 

Deacons Co-Chairs Sharon Wing (794-

0237) and Sandy Fischer (209-7024).   Rev. 

Beth Illingworth and Rev. Kathi Jones are 

also available for emergencies. 
 

Council Liaison: Teresa Barensfeld 392-

7859 tbarensfeld@gmail.com 

 
 

*************************************** 
 
Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 
 

 
*************************************** 

 
 

                 November 

        Lectionary Readings  
 

11/1/18 All Saint’s Day      

Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 

24:1-10; Revelation 21:1-6a;           

John 11-32-44                  

11/4/18  Semi-continuous:  Ruth 1:1-

18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:11-

14; Mark 12:28-34           

Complementary: 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Psalm 

119:1-8; Hebrews 9:11-14; 

Mark 12:28-34 

11/11/18  Semi-continuous:  Ruth 3:1-5, 

4:13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 

9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44            

Complementary: 1 Kings 

17:18-16; Psalm 146; Hebrews 

9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

11/18/18  Semi-continuous:  1 Samuel 

1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; 

Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-

25; Mark 13:1-8    

Complementary: Daniel 12:1-

3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11-

14, (15-18), 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

11/25/18 Christ the King Sunday                                                     

Semi-continuous: 2 Samuel 

23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18); 

Revelation 1:4b-8;              

John 18:33-37                 

Complementary: Daniel 7:9-

10, 13-14; Psalm 93; revelation 

1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 







 

 
 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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November Birthdays 
Mary Wambach  11/1 
Evan Young   11/1 
Nona Lange   11/6 
Doris Jean Stalker 11/7 
Aleric Culley  11/11 
Denise Davis  11/15 
Arlene Lareau  11/21 
Sharon Wing  11/30 

 

************************************************ 

Election Day Pork Dinner 
 

The Tower Club will again be 

hosting an Election Day Roast 

Pork Dinner on Tuesday, 

November 6, from 4:30 pm to 

7:00 pm. 

Menu includes pork, red cabbage, 

carrots, potatoes, dessert, rolls, coffee, 

tea, and juice. Price is $15; children $6. 

Take-outs will be available.  
We appreciate your support. The 
money goes back into the community 
and to the church. 
 
 

St. Peter’s Press Deadline 
To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church 
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to 
Rev. Lynn Horan at 
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th of 
each month. The submission deadline 
for the December issue is Tuesday, 
November. 20th 

Welcome New Hymnal! 

 

 

On Sunday, June 10th, St. Peter’s 

dedicated our beautiful new “Glory to 

God” Hymnals, published by the 

Presbyterian Church (USA).   Our 

congregation gives thanks to the many 

individuals in our church family who 

purchased a hymnal(s), which have 

been noted with special dedication 

plaques in each book.  
 

Hymnals are still available for 

dedication! 
 

We still have more hymnals in need of 

dedications!  Please consider 

purchasing a hymnal for $20, using 

the special offering envelopes found in 

each pew.  Please note whether you’d 

like to purchase a hymnal in IN 

HONOR/ IN MEMORY/ IN 

CELEBRATION / IN 

APPRECIATION of someone 

special. A hymnal dedication would 

make a perfect Christmas gift for the 

person that has everything. 

 

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD! 
~ Psalm 95 ~ 

 
 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Help Needed For  
Our Annual  

Christmas Bazaar,  
Saturday, December 8th,  

10am To 3pm 
 

All hands on deck! Can you help? 
We need someone to organize the chili 
lunch, the silent auction, and the cookie 
walk, as well as helping out the day of the 
bazaar. If you can help, please contact 
Jennifer Lippert at 518-392-6813. 

 

********************************** 

Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

 

We welcome 
any woman or 
friend of a 
member to 
come join our 
group.  We 
meet the first 
Tuesday of the month at different 
members' houses for potluck suppers or 
coffee and desserts. Please contact  
Denise Davis if you are interested at  
518-392-9690!  
 
Date: Mon., Nov., 19th at 6:30pm 

Book: The Glass Universe: How the 

Ladies of the Harvard Observatory 

took the Measure of the Stars  

by Dava Sobel 

Host: Lee Armstrong 

Date: Tues., Dec. 4th at 6:30pm 

Book: The 13th Gift: A True Story of a 

Christmas Miracle  

by Joanne Huist Smith 

Host: Need someone to host 

 
 

Christmas Wreath Decorating 
Date to be announced 

 

The date has not yet been determined but 
we will let you know as soon as we have it 
set. This is a great fundraiser for the 
church, and a companionable and aromatic 
beginning to the advent season. The 
decorated wreaths will be sold for $30 
each (pre-orders welcome!).  

Also, of course, you can come to decorate 
a wreath and buy it for yourself, or ask 
someone to make one for you. Friends and 
family might also want to come and 
decorate wreaths for themselves – children 
are very welcome, with adult supervision. 

Call for donations! 

We again are requesting dried flowers, 
acorn caps, nuts, interesting vines and 
pinecones, bittersweet, holly, boxwood, 
winterberry, milkweed pods (very popular), 
hydrangeas, dried herbs… any beautiful 
and wreath-worthy decorations that you 
might be able to donate to the annual 
wreath decorating. Ribbons and bows are 
also more than welcome. 

Donations of decoration materials can be 
left downstairs on the Sunday School table, 
or given to Katie Cashen. Please call Katie 
at 851-7456 if you have any questions. 
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Quilt Raffle Tickets 
 

Have you picked up your quilt 
raffle tickets to sell? Raffle 
tickets are available in the 
Narthex or contact Wendy Diskin. 
Let's all help support our last 
fundraising effort of the year, 
The Christmas Bazaar. The 
drawing will take place at the 
Christmas Bazaar on December 8th. 
********************************** 

Thanksgiving Observances 

 

Count your blessings instead of 

your crosses; 

Count your gains instead of  

your losses. 

Count your joys instead of  

your woes; 

Count your friends instead of  

your foes. 

Count your smiles instead of  

your tears; 

Count your courage instead of 

your fears. 

Count your full years instead of 

your lean; 

Count your kind deeds instead of 

your mean. 

Count your health instead of  

your wealth; 

Count on God instead of yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

November 11
th

, 2018 

Join us for worship as we dedicate our 

annual pledges and gifts of ministry, 

renewing our covenant together as 

God’s gathered people at St. Peter’s 

Presbyterian Church! 

 

******************************* 
 

CELEBRATION OF 

BAPTISM 

Please join us during worship on  

Sunday, October 28
th

 

for the baptism of  

Chantal Gail Horan 

Daughter of Rev. Lynn and Vince Horan 
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Congregational Meeting 

Sunday December 2nd 

 after Worship 

Please join us after worship for a brief 

congregational meeting as we 

 

 Elect our new Church Officers 

for 2019 

 

 Elect our Pastor Nominating 

Committee and commission                                                           

their work of discernment over 

the next year  

 

 Offer gratitude to all our 

Deacons, Elders and Trustees for 

their service,                             

and special thanks to those 

ending their terms this year. 

 

Please plan to attend this 

important meeting in the life of our 

church family! 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Chatham Area  
Thanksgiving Interfaith 

Worship Service 
 

Tuesday November 20th, 7pm 
St. James Catholic Church  

 
129 Hudson Avenue 

Chatham, NY 

There will be a collection for non-

perishable food items for the Chatham 

and Ghent Food Pantries. 

You are also invited to bring gifts of 

hospitality to share including cakes, 

cookies and snacks.  

St. James will provide coffee, tea and 

cider. 

All are Welcome! 
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FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
For New Members and Inquirers 

 

Sundays February 10th and 17th  

9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, 

fellowship and family? 

Are you looking for a church home 

where you can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually 

in prayer, worship and service? 

Would you like to become more involved 

in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week 

exploration of faith for those interested in 

becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  We will 

share our own faith journeys and discern 

where God’s Spirit is leading us in our 

community of faith! 

New members will be received into 

membership during worship on the  

First Sunday of Lent, March 10th.  
 

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you 

are interested!  Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 

From the Ghent Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for your generous offer of 

food to the Ghent Food Pantry. It was 

greatly appreciated. Again, thank you so 

very much. 
 
 

 

 

******************************* 

Worry 
Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

Worry is something everyone does – 

some people more than others. But why 

do we do it? We worry about everything 

from A to Z and some people are even 

called “worry warts”! We have heard our 

children say, “Oh Mom, you worry too 

much!” And then we hear our elderly 

parents say, “Now don’t you worry about 

me, I’ll be just fine!” When we worry, 

does it change anything? Yes, it does: 

elevated blood pressure, sleepless nights, 

facial worry lines and robs our time 

which could be spent doing good 

productive activities. So it looks like 

worry is detrimental to our health and 

well-being. 
 

There were people in the Bible who 

worried: Martha in Luke 10:40 and the 

disciples in Luke 9 – how would they 

feed the 5,000 people? But Jesus had a 

plan just as He does for each of us – no 

need to worry! Matthew 6:26-28 says 

that we humns are far more valuable to 

our Heavenly Father than the birds or the 

field lilies and the Father provides for 

them. Worry won’t add a single moment 

to your life. 

 

“For where two or three are gathered in My 

name, there I am among them."  

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 
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Join us for worship, fellowship and 

special activities throughout the 

Advent Season! 

 

Sunday Worship at 10am 

 
Sunday, December 2nd 

First Sunday of Advent 

Congregational Meeting  

after worship 

 

Saturday, December 8th 

Annual St. Peter’s  

Christmas Bazaar, 10am – 3pm 

 

Wednesday, December 19th 

Service of Light, 6pm 

A Prayer Service of  

Hope and Healing 

 

Sunday, December 23rd 

Christmas Pageant and Potluck 

 

Monday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service, 7pm 
 

 
 

Advent Sermon Series 
 “The Faces of Jesus” 

 

 

Join us each Sunday in Advent as we explore 

the faces of Jesus Christ and the various ways of 

understanding the person and nature of our 

Emmanuel, God with us. May our relationship 

with God deepen as we explore the depth of 

who Christ is in our lives of faith! 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Jesus as Human 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Jesus as Higher Self 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Christ the Child ~ Christmas Pageant  

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Christ the Center 

 

Christmas Eve  

The Anointed One 

 

“Who do you say that I am?” 
~ Mark 8:29 ~ 
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP 

 

 

Sunday, November 4th   

Guest Preachers: Rev. Stewart and Rev. MJ Pattison 

Minute for Mission on Stewardship: Kurt and Teresa Barensfeld 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, November 11th  

St. Peter’s Preacher: Jere Wrightsman 

Welcome and Liturgist: Laura Corsun 

Minute for Mission on Stewardship: Ian Wing 

Children’s Sermon: Marion Ulmer 

Prayers: Arlene Lareau 

 

Sunday, November 18th   

Guest Preacher: Rev. Jane Brady-Close 

 

NOVEMBER 25th 

St. Peter’s Preacher: Raeph Sanderson 

Welcome and Liturgist: Nancy Ordman 

Children’s Sermon: Jere Wrightsman 

Prayers: Shirley Newsome 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
First Day of Standard 
Time 

9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Worship with 
Communion and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time downstairs 

5  
 

6  
4:30 PM – 7:00 PM 
Tower Club Election 
Dinner 

7  
7:00 PM Choir 

7:00 PM Council 
Meeting 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
9:30 AM Deacon’s 
Meeting 

11  
Veteran’s Day 

Stewardship Sunday 

9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Worship and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time downstairs 

12  
 

13  
7:00 PM Trustees 
Meeting 

14  
7:00 PM Choir 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Worship and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time downstairs 

19  
6:30 PM Women’s 
Unabridged Group 

20  
 

21  
7:00 PM Choir 

22  
Thanksgiving Day 

 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
Christ the King 
Sunday 

9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Worship and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time downstairs 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
7:00 PM Choir 

29  
 

30  
 

 

 
“I am grateful for what I am and have. My Thanksgiving is perpetual.” – Henry David Thoreau 


