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New Year’s Greetings!
As we enter a new year, the season of Advent continues to linger.
The nativity scene lovingly designed by Crisóbal Morales, stands
majestically in our narthex. The Christmas tree in the sanctuary
features beautiful hand-made Chrismons, thanks to Wendy Diskin.
And over at the manse, our Christmas lights will be staying up all
winter long!
But if you’re like me, the New Year has arrived in full force and it
seems the season of anticipation and preparation for Christ’s birth
is already swiftly fading into the background.
Unless… perhaps there is another Advent?
Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, a 12th century contemplative Christian monk in France, speaks of Three
Advents. The First Advent is the season through which we just journeyed, the journey to Bethlehem.
This is the Advent we know and love!
The Second Advent is a little more “out there.” It involves Christ’s return, which we believe will usher
in a new time and realm of peace. Depending on one’s theological background, Christ’s return might
be a very tangible and perhaps unsettling reality, while for others it is for a far distant era, removed
from our daily lives.
So, what happens in between?
Saint Bernard describes a Third Advent, a middle path that lies between the joyful anticipation of
Christ’s birth and the uncertainty of Christ’s second coming. This bridge between the two Advents is
where we live… right now!
This Third Advent is a redemptive space, in which we as God’s people participate in making God’s
coming Kingdom a reality, right now. In this in-between space, we collaborate with God’s creative
presence in our own lives and in the lives of others.
This Third Advent is not something that we wait for, or anticipate (or miss once the New Year begins),
but it is how we live our lives today and in each given moment.
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(New Year’s Greetings Continued)
Saint Bernard writes, “This intermediate coming is a hidden one” in which we dwell in this very
moment, in the Spirit and power of Christ. “It is like a road on which we travel from the first coming
to the last.”
Wherever you find yourselves in this wintery New Year, know that Advent is not over! It is starting
fresh each and every day, in unexpected ways where God’s grace and glory is being revealed. We
don’t have to wait to experience God’s holy presence, or long for it once it has passed - we simply have
to open our hearts to receive it!
May the light of Christ warm our hearts this season!
In Christ,
Pastor Lynn
To read more about the “Three Advents,” visit Pastor Lynn’s Advent devotional on the Presbytery
Website visit:
https://albanypresbytery.org/advent-2018-three-advents/

*****************************************************************************

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS
Important Dates
Wednesday January 2nd
Examination of New Church Officers
during Council Meeting, 6:30pm

Sunday January 13th
Ordination and installation of new church officers, during worship
(Includes new Ruling Elders and Deacons and those returning for a second term)

Thank you for sharing your gifts of ministry with our community of faith!
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ANNUAL
Congregational Meeting and Potluck
Sunday January 13th after Worship

Please join us after worship for our Annual Congregational Meeting and Potluck where we will:
 Receive the Annual Budget approved by Council
 Review our annual report and ministry updates
 Meet our Pastor Nominating Committee and learn about
their discernment in the coming year
 Elect members to the Clara Gott Fund
Please plan to attend this important meeting in the life of our church family!
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January Lectionary Readings
1/6/19

PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS
Lynn’s weekly office hours are
Mon–Wed, 9am–1pm (Church office, also
by appointment). Lynn is also available
whenever needed for pastoral
care emergencies.

Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,
10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12;
Matthew 2:1-12

1/13/19 Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts
8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
1/20/19 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
1 Corinthians 12:1-11;
John 2:1-11

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
**************************************

1/27/19 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Tuesday 11am - 3pm



Thursday 9am - 1pm
Friday

12pm - 3pm

Week of Dec 30th Wed 11-3pm, Thur 9-1, Fri 12-3

**************************************
St. Peter’s Press Deadline

January Birthdays

To submit an article for the newsletter
just email it to Shelley at the church
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net and to
Rev. Lynn Horan at
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 20th of
each month. The submission deadline
for the February issue is Wednesday,
January 20th

Daphne Coe
Bonnie Mesick
Charlotte Coalter
Arlene Newton
Cheryl Roberts
AnneMae Cashen
William Culley
Rev Lynn Horan
Marion Goodrich
Patricia Meess
Matthew Harrington
Frances Culley
Ian Wing
Terry Buck
Isabella Waldorf

Annual Reports due Dec 30th
In order to have the Annual Report for
2018 completed for the Annual
Congregational Meeting on January 13th,
Ministry Annual Reports are due no later
than December 30th. Please email the
church office at stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
with your report.
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1/2
1/5
1/8
1/15
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/18
1/22
1/23
1/26
1/28
1/28

ST. PETER’S
WORSHIP TEAM!

For New Members and Inquirers

Join us for our next
meeting on

Sundays February 10th and 17th
9:00am in the Fellowship Room

Sunday January. 6th,
after Worship

Do you seek a sense of belonging,
fellowship and family?

FAITH SEEKERS CLASS

Are you looking for a church home
where you can deepen your faith?

Are you excited about what God is
doing at St. Peter’s?
Do you have ideas for creative and
meaningful worship?
Do you have gifts of music, reading,
writing, speaking, story-telling?

Do you see yourself growing spiritually
in prayer, worship and service?
Would you like to become more involved
in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?

Join us for a fun planning meeting as we
prepare for our next lay led worship service,
to be held on Sunday, January. 27th
************************************

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week
exploration of faith for those interested in
becoming a member of St. Peter’s. We will
share our own faith journeys and discern
where God’s Spirit is leading us in our
community of faith!

HOME COMMUNION TRAINING
Sunday, January 20th After Worship

ALL ARE WELCOME!

New members will be received into
membership during worship on the
First Sunday of Lent, March 10th.
Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you
are interested! Lynnmhoran@gmail.com

Do you feel a deep sense of God’s presence
when you receive Communion?
Would you like to share that experience
with those who are sick or homebound?
Would you like to serve the church in a
simple yet profound way?

“For where two or three are gathered in My
name, there I am among them."
~ Matthew 18:20 ~

Join us on Sunday, January 20th for an
informal Home Communion Training
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Women’s Unabridged
Book Group

Christmas Bazaar

"Annual Day Out"
Saturday, January 12th
Women’s
Unabridged
Book Group is
planning their
"Annual Day
Out" for
Saturday,
January 12th. The day will include a
fun activity and lunch. Anyone
interested in attending, please call
Denise Davis at 518-392-9690 with
questions.

Our very lucky quilt raffle ticket winner
at this year’s Annual Christmas Bazaar is

Betty Dallas
Congratulations Betty!
Thank you to everyone that bought and
sold tickets and helped make this raffle
the success that it is every year!

We welcome any woman or friend of a
member to come join our group. We
usually meet the first Tuesday of the
month at different members' houses for
potluck suppers or coffee and desserts.
Please contact Denise Davis if you are
interested at 518-392-9690!
******************************************

Christmas Bazaar 2018
Many thanks to Jennifer
Lippert, who headed up
the Holiday Bazaar, held
on December 9th, and to
everyone who worked
many hours to prepare for and to work at
the bazaar. It was a lovely day, and the
tables were full of wonderful items. The
cookie walk was again popular, and a
delicious lunch of chili and cornbread was
served. There were many beautiful
handmade items. The jewelry table as well
as the silent auction rounded out the say
with many great offerings.
The Christmas Bazaar raised more than
$5,000 for the church!

*******************************

Jewelry Boxes Needed for
our Annual Christmas
Bazaar 2019
Did you receive jewelry for Christmas this
year and are wondering what to do with
the box? We would love to have your
empty box for our 2019 Annual Christmas
Bazaar jewelry sale!
Reduce, reuse, recycle, restore, replenish
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JANUARY WORSHIP
Sunday, January 6th
Epiphany Sunday
Lynn Horan Preaching
Communion
Sunday, January 13th
Lynn Horan Preaching
Ordination/Installation of New Officers
Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday January 20th
Lynn Horan Preaching
Home Communion Training
Sunday, January 27th
Worship Team Leading Worship
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Worship Leaders
Monthly Calendar
We started the monthly Worship Leaders Calendar in January to
bring back a fun and easy way to schedule our worship
leaders! It's a great way to include the broader congregation in
worship leadership and will offer a more streamlined way to plan
for worship.
How does it work?








If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in
serving as an usher or liturgist, your name will be included
in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each
month for worship.
Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule
two ushers and one liturgist for each Sunday in the
following month from the list. Communion servers will
also be selected for Communion Sunday.
An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up
for the coming month. If an individual is not available for their
given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and
switch dates.
A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included
in our monthly newsletter as well as posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex.

Come let us worship together!
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January Worship Leaders
Jan 6th Head Usher:
Assistant Usher:
Liturgist:

Jere Wrightsman
Laura Corsun
Patricia McKeon
Communion Servers: Kurt Barensfeld
Wendy Diskin

Jan 13th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Shirley Newsome

Jan 20th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Larry Massimo
Mitzi Lobdell
Mindy Gardner

Jan 27th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

George French
Carol French
Lay-Led Worship Service

*Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know who it is. Thank you!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

6:30pm Council
Meeting – Examination
of New Officers
7:00pm Choir

6

7

Epiphany Sunday
9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship
Service with
Communion and
Sunday School
11:00am Worship
Team Meeting after
worship

13

14

8

9

7:00pm Trustees
Meeting

7:00pm Choir

15

16

9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship
Service and Sunday
School Ordination &
Installation of New
Officers
11:00am
Congregational
Meeting and Potluck
(snow date 1/20th)

20

9:00am Choir
10:00am Lay-Led
Worship Service and
Sunday School

17

18

19

24

25

26

7:00pm Choir

21

22

9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship
Service and Sunday
School
11am Home
Communion Workshop
after worship

27

9:30am Deacon’s
Meeting
Women’s Unabridged
Book Groups “Annual
Day Out”

23
7:00pm Choir

28

29

30

31

7:00pm Choir
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