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Greetings St. Peter’s,  
 

As we awaited our recent snow storm, I bundled up at home with a new book 

that I found in our church worship closet titled Winter: A Spiritual Biography 

of the Season. 
 

The book includes various reflections, poems and even sermons from famous 

and lesser-known writers, each sharing their thoughts on the spiritual terrain 

that this season offers. 
 

I was especially drawn to a sermon by Rev. William Cooper, a colonial-era 

preacher from Boston whose sermon on January 23rd, 1736 was aptly titled “A 

Winter Sermon.” 
 

From the wooden chancel of the Brattle Street Church in Cambridge, Rev. Cooper read from the King James 

Bible, Psalm 147 verses 15-18: 
 

God sendeth forth His commandment upon earth,  

His word runneth very swiftly. 
 He giveth snow like wool, He scattereth the frost like ashes. 

He casteth forth ice like morsels.  

Who can stand before this cold? 

God sendeth out His word, and melteth them, 

He causeth the wind to blow, and the waters flow. 
 

And then, in beautiful 18th century discourse, Rev. Cooper argues that the cold is a very powerful means of 

spiritual practice and devotion.  He also lifts up the need for greater service to one another, both neighbor and 

stranger, due to the many hardships of this season.  And like the Psalmist, throughout the sermon he remains 

grateful for the work of God’s Creation:  
 

There is a beauty in every season of the year.  God has for wise ends appointed the succession of summer and 

winter.  The fruitfulness of the earth and the health of mankind, are consulted hereby.  The cold of the winter 

purifies the air and the snow produced by the cold, not only waters the earth, but cherishes it, and makes it to 

bring forth.  Some of the most beneficial fruits of the earth are our winter grain, produced by God’s blessing on 

the cold and snow. 
 

As I finished Rev. Cooper’s reflection I also had the chuckle a bit as I realized he would not have approved of 

our decision to cancel worship the day of the storm! 
 

The cold should not keep us out of our closets, nor chill our devotions there.  The usual exercises of religion 

should still go on. It should not keep us from the house of God. 
 

My prayer during this bleak mid-winter is that you find ways to continue to worship, whether braving the cold 

to join us on Sunday mornings or finding quiet moments in the comfort and warmth of your homes to meditate 

on God’s presence in this harsh yet hopeful season. 
 

Peace and blessings, 

Lynn 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch


 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW CHURCH OFFICERS! 

 

With grateful hearts we thank the following church officers for their willingness to 

serve. Thank you for sharing your gifts of ministry with our community of faith! 

 
DEACONS 

Jean Brower, Beth Cozzolino*, Kathy Geddie*, Jennifer Lippert*, Donna Staron 

 

RULING ELDERS 
Wendy Diskin, Larry Massimo, Nancy Ordman* 

 

(* signifies those who were ordained into service for the first time on Sunday, January 13th) 

 
 

 

As in one body we have many parts and each part has its own function, so all of us together 

with Christ are one body. 
~ Romans 12 ~ 
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PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  

Mon–Wed, 9am–1pm (Church office, also 

by appointment). Lynn is also available 

whenever needed for pastoral  

care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
************************************** 

 
Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 
 

************************************** 

St. Peter’s Press Deadline 
 

To submit an 
article for the 
newsletter just 
email it to Shelley 
at the church 

office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
and to Rev. Lynn Horan at 
lynnmhoran@gmail.com by the 
20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the 
March issue is Wednesday, 
February 20th 

 
 

 

February Lectionary Readings  
 

2/3/19 4
th
 Sunday after Epiphany      

Jeremiah 1:4-10;               

Psalm 71:1-6; 1            

Corinthians 13:1-13;          

Luke 4:21:30 

2/10/19 5
th
 Sunday after Epiphany                          

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11;        

Luke 5:1-11 

2/17/19 6
th
 Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1;       

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

2/24/19 7
th
 Sunday after Epiphany        

Genesis 45:3-11, 15;           

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40;                 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; 

Luke 6:27-28 



 
 

February Birthdays 
Linda Bolluyt   2/6 

Emily Gaylord  2/6 

Donna Staron   2/16 

Casen Waldorf  2/19 

Peggy Antos   2/24 

Margy Quinn   2/25 

Rev. Lynn Brown 2/27 

Marie Fischer   2/27 

Carol French   2/28 

Samuel Lareau  2/28 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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ST. PETER’S 

WORSHIP 

TEAM! 

 

Join us for our 

next meeting on 
 

Sunday 

February 10th 

after Worship 
 

 

 

Are you excited about what God is 

doing at St. Peter’s? 

 

Do you have ideas for creative and 

meaningful worship? 

 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, 

writing, speaking, story-telling? 

 

Join us for a fun planning meeting 

as we prepare for our next lay led 

worship service, to be held on 

Sunday, February 24th 
************************************ 

FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
For New Members and Inquirers 

 

Sundays February 10th and 17th  

9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, 

fellowship and family? 

Are you looking for a church home 

where you can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually 

in prayer, worship and service? 

Would you like to become more involved 

in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week 

exploration of faith for those interested in 

becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  We will 

share our own faith journeys and discern 

where God’s Spirit is leading us in our 

community of faith! 

New members will be received into 

membership during worship on the  

First Sunday of Lent, March 10th.  
 

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you 

are interested!  Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in My 

name, there I am among them."  

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 



 5 

COUNCIL 
MEETING 

REMINDER 
 

 

Just a friendly reminder 

that this month Council will meet twice, 

Wednesday Feb. 6th and Wednesday, 

Feb. 27th at 7:00pm due to our Ash 

Wednesday service on March 6th.  

See you there! 
 

****************************** 
ST. PETER’S 

ANNUAL REPORT 
For 2018 

 

If you were unable to attend the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
January 20th, there are copies of the 2018 
Annual Report available in the Narthex.  
 

****************************************** 

WHERE ARE YOU 
NOW? WHAT ARE YOU 

UP TO? 
 

Calling all grown-up 
children of St. Peter's 

 

We would like to hear 
from you! 

 

Tell us where you are and what you are 
doing! Studying, working, starting your 
own family? 
 

Were you a part of the Youth Group? 
 

Do you have a photo from Sunday 
School or Youth Group days and one 
now? We'd love to see them! 
 

We'd love to connect!  Just email: 
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
or write St. Peter's PO Box 14, 
Spencertown, NY 12165 
 

Love and blessings, 
 

The Deacons - Sharon, Peggy, Jean, 
Jennifer, Beth, Patricia, Donna & Kathy 

Women’s Unabridged Book Group 
Tuesday, February 5th 

 

We welcome any woman 
or friend of a member to 
come join our group.  We 
usually meet the first 
Tuesday of the month at 
different members' 
houses for potluck suppers or coffee and 
desserts. Please contact Denise Davis if 
you are interested at 518-392-9690!  
 

On Saturday, January 12th, we had our 
“Annual Day Out”. We met for lunch at 
The Crossroads in Hillsdale. Lots of 
laughter, good food, and a good time was 
had by all! 
 

Date: February 5th  at 6:30pm 

Book: Some Things I Never Thought I'd  

          Do by Pearl Cleage 

Host: Teresa Barensfeld.  

Please bring a potluck dish to share. 

HOME COMMUNION TRAINING 
Sunday, February 3rdAfter Worship 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Do you feel a deep sense of God’s presence 

when you receive Communion?  
 

Would you like to share that experience 

with those who are sick or homebound? 
 

Would you like to serve the church in a 

simple yet profound way? 
 

Join us on Sunday, February 3rd for an 

informal Home Communion Training 
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Sending love across the ocean to our friends at St. Peter’s from  

Lisa Vahradian, John Tillotson and Lucy and Emma Tillotson  

 

*************************************************************** 

Friendship is a Shining Gift 
by Mariam Graybill 

 (Mary Wambach’s friend from Lancaster, PA) 
 

Friendship is a shining Gift 

That warms you with its glow. 

Brightening life’s path for you 

No matter where you go. 

Friendship is a priceless gift 

That you can never buy. 

Made of love and trust and care, 

That cannot fade or die. 

Friendship is a precious gift 

That is always sweet and fair. 

Bringing treasures bright as gold, 

And happiness to share. 
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Winter Sermon Series 

 

“Everyday Prophecy” 

 

As a bridge between the seasons of Advent 

and Lent, Pastor Lynn will be offering 

a 4-week sermon series on the Hebrew 

Prophets.  Often seen as spiritual leaders 

from the distant past, these prophets 

continue to speak to the complexities of 

what it means to listen for God’s voice in 

today’s world. 
 

February 3
rd

: Isaiah 

“Here am I; send me!” 

 

February 10
th

: Jeremiah 

“Truly I do not know how to speak” 

 

February 17
th

: Huldah 

“Thus Says the Lord” 

 

March 3
rd

: Elijah  

“One Like Elijah” 

Transfiguration Sunday 

 

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP 

 
Sunday, February 3rd   
Lynn Horan Preaching 

Communion 

 

Sunday, February 10th   
Lynn Horan Preaching 

Worship Team Planning Meeting 

 

Sunday, February 17th    
Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, February 24th    
Worship Team Leading Worship 
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Worship Leaders  

Monthly Calendar 
 

We started the monthly Worship Leaders Calendar to bring back 
a fun and easy way to schedule our worship leaders!  It's a great 
way to include the broader congregation in worship leadership 
and will offer a more streamlined way to plan for worship. 
 

How does it work? 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in 
serving as an usher or liturgist, your name will be included 
in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule 
two ushers and one liturgist for each Sunday in the 
following month from the list.  Communion servers will 
also be selected for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up 
for the coming month.  If an individual is not available for their 
given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included 
in our monthly newsletter as well as posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. 

Come let us worship together! 
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February Worship Leaders 
 

Feb 3rd  Head Usher:     Jere Wrightsman 

     Assistant Usher:   Patricia McKeon 

     Liturgist:       Ian Wing 

     Communion Servers: Sharon Wing 

                 Barbara Conkling 

                 Mitzi Lobdell 

 

Feb 10th Head Usher:     Raeph Sanderson 

     Asst. Usher:      Pat Meess 

     Liturgist:        Robyn Coe 

 

Feb 17th Head Usher:     Larry Massimo 

     Asst. Usher:     Mary Anne Davis 

     Liturgist:       Kathy Geddie 

 

Feb 24th Head Usher:     Randy Ezinga 

     Asst. Usher:     Joel Dyslin 

     Liturgist:       Lay-Led Service 
*Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know who it is. Thank you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
 

3  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Winter 
Sermon Series 
Worship with 
Communion and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

11:30 Home 
Communion Training 

4  
 

5  
6:30pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

6  
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

7:00pm Choir 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
9:30am Deacon’s 
Meeting 

10  
9:00am Choir 

9:00am Faith Seekers 
Class 

10:00am Winter 
Sermon Series 
Worship with and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

11:30 Worship Team 
Meeting 

11  
 

12  
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

13  
7:00pm Choir 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
9:00am Choir 

9:00am Faith Seekers 
Class 

10:00am Winter 
Sermon Series 
Worship with and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
7:00pm Choir 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Lay-Led 
Worship with and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

7:00pm Choir 

28  
 

 

 

“If you love everyone you meet, how can you find an enemy?”                                  

 ― Debasish Mridha 


