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Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

One of the most easily overlooked aspects of Holy Week is the 

Easter Vigil, traditionally observed from sunset on Holy Saturday 

until sunrise on Easter morning.   
 

In the early Christian church it was a powerful ritual that focused 

on the in-between space after Christ’s death and before the 

promise of resurrection life.  
 

An old tradition was for believers to put out all lamps and fires in 

their homes before going to the Vigil.  After gathering around the 

Easter fire, they would then bring a burning candle home with 

them to relight their lamps with the light of Christ. 
 

What was once the centerpiece of Holy Week has faded somewhat from mainstream religious practice.  Perhaps 

the tradition of holding vigil has lost some of its meaning because our world is too fast paced.  Maybe our 

preference for quick solutions and instant gratification makes a vigil seem inconvenient or unnecessary - an 

interruption in our preferred routines.   
 

The practice of keeping vigil means to be alert and attentive, when the rest of the world is asleep or 

disinterested. We are asked to stop, to wait, to watch – which for many of us is a challenge.  But this watching, 

this waiting, this holding of space and time, is one of the great gifts of our faith.   
 

As a parent of young children, I find myself in a constant state of vigil, and not always the peaceful kind that 

involves prayers and candlelight.  It usually involves me suddenly waking up at 3am, expecting to hear one of 

our daughters stirring and finding that, in fact, I am the only one who is awake…I am now accustomed to this 

being my time to talk with God.   
 

When we hold vigil, we allow the Holy Spirit to take residence within us and accompany us, especially during 

times of difficulty, loss, challenge or just plain confusion.  The practice of keeping vigil allows us to linger in 

the liminal space between being and becoming, between knowing and not knowing, between stillness and 

movement.  It is like a cradle suspended between two realities, and the blessing comes in not rushing the 

transition from one place to the other. 
 

As we approach Holy Week, my prayer is that we each take time between Good Friday and Easter Sunday to 

truly experience the gift of vigil.  It is a frightening yet hopeful place, seemingly still but ready to burst through 

with possibility.   
 

Stay a while and linger there.  Wait, even just for a moment, and listen. 
 

In Christ’s peace, 

Pastor Lynn 

 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER MINDY GARDNER 
 

The Holy One declares “I have claimed you and called you by name!”  
~ Isaiah 43:1 ~ 

 
On the First Sunday of Lent, March 10th, St. Peter’s 
celebrated the great joy of welcoming Mindy 
Gardner as a member of our church family!   
 
Mindy and her husband Victor, and daughter 
Anjelica, are well known and beloved by our 
congregation, and have been actively involved in 
the life of our church for many years. 
 
Mindy shared with our congregation that she feels 
she is at a time in her life where she wants to 
intentionally deepen her faith journey.  Mindy 
says, “I feel like I’ve been treading water only 
lightly and now I want to swim more deeply.” 
 
Mindy joins St. Peter’s by re-affirmation of faith, 
which is a reminder of the gift of Baptism and the 
truth of God’s grace in our lives.  As the baptismal 
waters were poured, the congregation was invited to 
re-affirm their own baptism, which is especially 
meaningful as we begin the Lenten season. 
     
Mindy is actively involved in our Sunday school program, along with her 11-year old daughter 
Anjelica.  Mindy shared that she is continually moved by what is taught during Sunday school, which 
gave her that first inkling that she wanted to deepen her own faith journey here.  Mindy is also active 
in our Trash and Treasure fundraising ministry and with her leadership made the sale an even greater 
success last year! 
 
 

Welcome Mindy! 
We are so blessed to have you part of our church family! 

 
May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

and may God look upon you with kindness and grant you peace.  
 

~ Numbers 6:24-26 ~ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcoming new member Mindy Gardner with 
Council members (from left to right) Mary 

Anne Davis, Larry Massimo, Nancy Ordman, 
Barbara Conkling and Teresa Barensfeld 
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“The Steps We Take” 
Lenten Sermon Series on 

Spiritual Disciplines 

 

During the Season of Lent, we will 
explore the practice of spiritual 
disciplines in our lives of faith.  
 

How might we be more intentional 
about our daily acts as a way of 
deepening our walk with God? 
 

Each Sunday during worship we will 
explore a different spiritual discipline 
based on Scripture.  We will identify 
healthy ways to incorporate these 
practices into our lives and also 
acknowledge how we can become 
misguided in our pursuit of these 
practices. 
 

 Striving 
 Endurance 
 Sabbath keeping 

 Hospitality 
 Walking 
 Rising 

 

What does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with your God. 
~ Micah 6:8 ~ 

 

 

APRIL WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, April 7th   
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching, 

Communion 
 

Sunday, April 14th 
PALM SUNDAY   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
Dedication of One Great Hour of 

Sharing Offering 
 

Sunday, April 21st 
 EASTER SUNDAY   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
Family Easter Egg Hunt 

following worship 
 

Sunday, April 28th    
Worship Team Leading Worship 
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ONE GREAT HOUR 

OF SHARING 

Dedication of Offering on 
Palm Sunday, April 14th 

 

for 
Hunger Relief 

Disaster Assistance 
Self Development of People 

 

You are invited to participate in 
this special offering throughout 

the Lenten season.  Special 
offering envelopes can be found 

in the pews.  Our collective 
offering will be dedicated on 

Palm Sunday, April 14th. 
 

Please help us reach our  
goal of $2,000! 

 
 

You shall be called repairers of  
the breach. 

~ Isaiah 58 ~ 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

JOIN US! 
 

Wednesday Lenten Dinner  

and Worship  

6pm Soup and Sandwich Dinner,  

7pm Worship 

at rotating Chatham-area churches 
 

Wednesday, April 3rd  

at Chatham United Methodist Church  

3 Kinderhook St., Chatham   

with Fr. George Flemming 
 

Wednesday, April 10th  

at St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church  

5219 County Road 7, Spencertown   

with Elder Bonnie Pflegl 
 

*********************************** 

 
Join us for a week of prayer and  

worship as we journey with  

Christ to the Cross.  
 

Palm Sunday, April 14th  

Worship with Palm Procession 

 10am 
 

Good Friday, April 19th   

Tenebrae Worship with Communion 

 7pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21st 

Family Worship, 10am 

Followed by fellowship and  

children’s Easter Egg Hunt  
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PASTOR’S 

WEEKLY 

OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –Wednesday, 9am–1pm. 

Lynn is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
************************************** 

Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 
 

Week of Apr 21st: Mon 9:30-3:00Tues 9-2:30 
 

Week of Apr 28th: Thurs 9:00-3:00 Fri 10:30-3:30 
 

***************************************** 

COUNCIL MEETING 

Tues, April 2nd, 7pm 
 

Council members please 

note our upcoming meeting, as it is 

different from our usual meeting time: 

Tuesday April 2nd, 7pm (due to 

Wednesday Lenten worship series) 
***************************************** 

April Birthdays 

Kay Everding     4/5 

Daniel Gott      4/6 

Marian Kern     4/14 

Mary Anne Davis    4/21 

Maria Crespo Pitman  4/25 

Chris Cashen     4/28 

Time to Order 
Plants for Easter  
for the Sanctuary 

 

Here is the order form 
for this year’s plants. 

 

Mitzi Lobdell will 
again faithfully be 
taking orders for 
Easter plants to adorn 
the sanctuary. 

Deadline to order is April 7th.Please make 
the check out to Mitzi Lobdell. This year’s 
offering is as follows: 
6” Easter Lilies   $9.50 each     
6” Reiger Begonias $10.50 each     
6” Hyacinths    $7.00 each     
6” Tulips     $7.00 each     
6” Azaleas     $16.50 each     
 
Contributor’s Name 
___________________________________ 
 
In loving memory of 
___________________________________ 
 
(or) 
 
In honor of 
_________________________________ 
 
Plants may be taken after the Easter Service. 
_____  I will pick up plant. 
 
_____  Please give the plant to someone sick 
or to a shut-in. 
 


 
To submit an article for the newsletter just 

email it to 

Shelley at the 

church office 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20
th

 of each 

month. The submission deadline for the May 

issue is Saturday, April 20th 

 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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ROOF PROJECT  

UNDERWAY SOON 
 

The Board of the Friends of Historic St. 

Peter's Church is pleased to announce 

that the project to replace the current 

Church roof with a new, lead-coated 

copper roof (like what is already on the 

steeple) will start very soon!  The 

scaffolding will be erected within the 

next few weeks (depending in part on the 

weather), with work on the roof  

to follow. 
 

The contractor is "Mahan Slate Roofing 

Company", a highly-recommended 

specialist in slate and copper roofing, 

based in Massachusetts.  (You may visit 

their website at mahanslate.com for 

much more information about their 

experience and services). 
 

This project is the last major Church 

exterior work planned by the Friends  

for 2019.   
 

Since 2004, the Friends group has 

overseen major restoration work on the 

exterior and structural aspects of the 

Church building.  During that timeframe, 

more than $700,000 in funds have been 

raised and spent to improve and stabilize 

the building.  The Friends appreciate the 

ongoing support and generosity of the 

Church congregation and community 

members, as well as private foundations 

and government sources, during the last 

nearly two decades. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To My Church 
Family 

The weather here 
on the most part 
has been beautiful. 
The flowers are 
beginning to bloom, 

the leaves on the trees are coming 
and every day is Spring. I have 
started a garden and enjoy “playing” 
in the dirt. Retirement is great. We go 
to the library, sit outside in the sun, 
garden and do yard work. Never 
dreamed it would be this relaxing. I 
hope everything is going well. I am 
enjoying reading the newsletter. I 
have found a church here. Everyone 
is so friendly here. 

Bonnie Mesick 
****************************************** 
A special thank 
you to our 
Sunday School 
students, 
teachers and 
parents for the 
beautiful Lenten devotionals they 
made for our congregation!  What a 
creative and meaningful way to 
journey through this holy season!  
Thank you! 
 

****************************************** 
From The Ghent 
Food Pantry 
Thank you 
everyone for your 
most recent 
donations. Your 
kindness and 

continued support help many families. 
 

http://mahanslate.com/
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COMMUNITY POT ROAST 
THANK YOU! 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped make our  

Community Pot Roast Dinner such a wonderful gathering! 
 

Special thanks to our team leaders 
Joel Dyslin and Barbara Smith 
and the entire Dyslin family! 

 

And much gratitude to all those who volunteered to set up the 
lovely tables, cook the amazing meal, bake our delicious desserts 

and also clean up!   
 

The event raised a total of $1,000 including the 50/50 raffle! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: 
Mitzi Lobdell, Jean Brower, 

Joel Dyslin, and the  
entire Dyslin family  

(3 generations!) 
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ST. PETER’S 

WORSHIP 

TEAM! 

Join us for our 

next meeting on 

Sunday Apr 7th, 

after Worship 
 

Are you excited 

about what God 

is doing at  

St. Peter’s? 
 

 

Do you have ideas for creative and  

meaningful worship? 
 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, 

writing, speaking, story-telling?  
 

Join us for a fun planning meeting as we 

prepare for our next lay led worship 

service, to be held on April 28th. 

********************************* 

Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

Tuesday, April 2nd 
 

We welcome 
any woman 
or friend of a 
member to 
come join our 
group.  We 
usually meet the first Tuesday of the 
month at different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee and desserts. 
Please contact Denise Davis if you are 
interested at 518-392-9690!  
 

Date: April 2nd at 6:30pm 

Book: The Gift by Hafiz. 

Host: We need a host 
 

Date: May 7th at 6:30pm 

Book: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 

Host: Kathy Geddie  

Sunday School  
Planning Meeting 

 

Sunday, April 14th after 
worship 

 

With parents, teachers and youth! 
 

Join us for an informal planning 
meeting about Youth Sunday in May and 
a possible confirmation class later in the 

year! 
 

*************************************** 

 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY 
Practicing Our Faith: 

A Way of Life for a Searching People 
By Dorothy C. Bass 

 

If you have further 
interest in our Lenten 
sermon series on 
spiritual disciplines, 
please consider 
purchasing this 
meaningful devotional 
book that will touch on 
some of our Lenten 
themes. 

 

Copies are available on Amazon.com 

for $10 
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April Lectionary Readings 
 

4/7/19 Fifth Sunday in Lent         

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; 

Philippians 3:4b-14;           

John 12:1-8 

4/14/17 Palm Sunday                          

Liturgy of the Palms:          
Luke 19:28-40;                  

Psalm 118:1-2; 19-29      

Liturgy of the Passion:       
Isaiah 50-4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; 

Philippians 2:5-11;             

Luke 22:14-23:56 or         

Luke 23:1-49 

4/15/19 Monday of Holy Week    

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 36:5-11; 

Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11 

4/16/19 Tuesday of Holy Week        

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 71:1-14;    

1 Corinthians 1:18-31;         

John 12:20-36 

4/17/19 Wednesday of Holy Week                  

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 70; 

Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32 

4/18/19 Maundy Thursday                

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10], 11-14; 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;              

1 Corinthians 11:23-26;     

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

4/19/19 Good Friday                      

Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22; 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or    

Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9;     

John 18:1-19:42 

 

 

4/20/19 Easter Vigil (a minimum of 
three Old Testament readings 
should be chosen. The reading 
from Exodus 14 should always 
be used)                         
Genesis 1:1-2:4a;               

Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26;    

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 

9:8-13; Psalm 46;           

Genesis 22:1-18; Psalm 16; 

Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21; 

Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18; 

Proverbs 8:1-8, 19:21, 9:4b-6; 

Psalm 19; Isaiah 55:1-11; 

Isaiah 12:2-6; Isaiah 61:1-4,      

9-11; Deut. 32:1-4, 7, 36a, 43a; 

Ezekiel 36:24-28; Psalm 42 

and 43; Ezekiel 37:1-14;   

Psalm 143; Daniel 3:1-29; 

Songs of the Three 35-65; 

Jonah 1:1-2:1; Jonah 2:2-3,    

(4-6), 7-9; Zephaniah 3:14-20; 

Psalm 98; Romans 6:3-11; 

Psalm 114; John 20:1-18 

4/21/19 Easter Sunday                      

Acts 10:34-43 or                

Isaiah 65:17-25; Psalm 118:1-2, 

14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 

or Luke 24:1-12 

4/28/19 Second Sunday of Easter     

Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29 

or Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; 

John 20:10-31 
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April Worship Leaders 
 

Apr 7th   Head Usher:      Jere Wrightsman 

      Assistant Usher:     Matthew Harrington 

      Liturgist:       Randy Ezinga 

      Communion Servers: Mary Anne Davis 

                  Joel Dyslin 

                  Kathy Geddie 
 

Apr 10th  Head Usher       Donna Staron 

      Asst. Usher      Raeph Sanderson 
 

Apr 14th  Head Usher:      Raeph Sanderson 

      Asst. Usher:       Pat Meess 

      Liturgist:        Mary Anne Davis 
 

Apr 21st  Head Usher:      Larry Massimo 

      Asst. Usher:      Kevin Lippert 

      Liturgist:       Tom Cozzolino 
 

Apr 26th  Head Usher:      George French 

      Asst. Usher:      Carol French 

      Liturgist:       Lay-Led Worship 
 

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work? 
 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist, 
your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for 
each Sunday in the following month from the list.  Communion servers will also be selected 
for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month.  If an 
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know 
who it is. Thank you! 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well 
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
 

Come let us worship together! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
6:30pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

 

3  
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
and Service at 
Chatham United 
Methodist Church 

7:00pm Choir 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
5th Sunday in Lent 

9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service with 
Communion and 
Sunday School 

11:30 Worship Team 
Meeting after worship 

8  
 

9  
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

10  
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
and Service at St. 
Peter’s Presbyterian 
Church 

8:00pm Choir 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
9:30am Deacons’ 
Meeting 

14  
Palm Sunday 

9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service with Palm 
Procession and 
Sunday School 

11:30 Sunday School 
Planning Meeting after 
worship 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
7:00pm Choir 

18  
Maundy Thursday 

19  
Good Friday 

7:00pm Tenebrae 
Worship with 
Communion 

20  
 

21  
Easter Sunday 

9:00am Choir 

10:00am Easter 
Worship Service and 
Sunday School 
followed by fellowship 
and Easter Egg Hunt 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
7:00pm Choir 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Lay-Led 
Worship Service and 
Sunday School 

29  
 

30  
 

 

It’s not about the bunny; it’s about 

the Lamb. 

 


