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Greetings St. Peter’s!
Several years ago I attended the Presbyterian Women’s Triennial Gathering in
Tampa, Florida. I had attended a few previous gatherings, each one with my
mom – a special tradition that we both look forward to every three years.
At the last gathering, I met a wonderful Methodist pastor named Jan Richardson.
We were both presenting during the opening plenary session, Jan offering a
creative storytelling of the widow from Zarephath (1 Kings 17) and myself
offering a movement blessing centered on the gift of baptism.
As I chatted with Jan “backstage,” I was struck by how friendly and interested
she was in my seminary studies, the kind of affirmation given by the most
genuine teachers and mentors. I knew I had met a special person.
I later found out that Jan is a prolific author and artist, whose blog I now follow
and whose books I cherish. Throughout the season of Lent, I drew much
inspiration from her reflections, paintings and blessings, which she shares openly
on her website www.paintedprayerbook.com
“Mother Root” by artist, pastor
As we draw together during this Eastertide, I’d like to share one of Jan’s
and author Jan Richardson
blessings as it is a helpful reminder that even after the celebration of Easter
has quieted, that we are still in the presence of the Risen One who endlessly
blesses.

“Blessing That Does Not End”
From the moment it first laid eyes on you,
this blessing loved you.
This blessing knew you from the start.
It cannot explain how.
It just knows that the first time
it sat down beside you,
it entered into a conversation
that had already been going on forever.
Believe this conversation
has not stopped.
Believe this love still lives—
the love that crossed
an impossible distance to reach you,
to find you,
to take your face into its hands
and bless you.

Believe this does not end—
that the gesture, once enacted,
endures.
Believe this love goes on—
that it still takes your face into its hands,
that it presses its forehead to yours
as it speaks to you in undying words,
that it has never ceased to gather your heart
into its heart.
Believe this blessing abides.
Believe it goes with you always.
Believe it knows you still.
~ Jan Richardson
from The Cure for Sorrow: A Book of Blessings
for Times of Grief

PASTOR’S WEEKLY
OFFICE HOURS
Lynn’s weekly office
hours are Monday –
Wednesday, 9am–1pm. Lynn
is also available whenever needed for
pastoral care emergencies.

May Birthdays

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
**************************************
Tuesday 11am - 3pm

Dan Franck
Sandy Fischer
Beth Illingworth
Mindy Gardner
Barbara Iverson
Christopher John Cashen

Thursday 9am - 1pm
Friday

12pm - 3pm

5/5
5/8
5/10
5/13
5/16
5/30

**********************************
I would like to
express my sincere
thanks to the
Deacons and
members of my
church family for
the most delicious meals that they
brought to our home after my
unexpected emergency trip to the
hospital for several days. Also for the
cards, visits, phone calls and talking
to Pastor Lynn Horan.

*****************************************

CLARA GOTT FUND
APPLICATION DEADLINES

The Clara Gott Fund application
deadlines are: Dec. 15th, Mar. 15th,
Jun. 15th and Sept. 15th.
Applications for assistance from the
Fund are available at all times on the
church bulletin board in the front hall
and on our website at
saintpeterspc.org. Church members
are urged to call this to the attention of
those who might want to apply.
Our next application deadline is
June 15th

My husband, Louis, was brought up on
his family farm here in Austerlitz, and
all the good food was a huge gift from
all of you, and gave me time to rest up
and get my strength back

*****************************************

As I am writing this thank you, I have
had a relapse of my pneumonia system
problems and was put on strong
medicine by my lung doctor on Friday
to get me feeling better. I have the
Eddie nurses, and therapists coming to
my home for treatments, and am
feeling better today.

To submit an
article for the
newsletter just
email it to
Shelley at the church office
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20th of each
month. The submission deadline for the June
issue is Thursday, May 20th

God Bless You All.,
Mary and Louis Wambach
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CLARA GOTT INCENTIVE FUND
Clara Gott was a faithful member of St.
Peter’s who died in 1974. She bequeathed a
substantial amount of money to the church.
No strings were attached to the money but a
special committee was formed to determine
what to do with it. Knowing her love of
people and her personal charities, the
committee stipulated that the interest derived
from the capital should be used to serve the
people and to extend the mission of the
church. It was agreed upon by committee
members that her gift should continue, if
possible, her concern for people, her belief
that what we have is to be used wisely for the
good of others and should center on helping
people- young people, needy family, sick
neighbor, struggling student, anyone who is in
need.
The Clara Gott Incentive Fund is still in
existence and over the last 35 years has given
away thousands of dollars. The committee
members change regularly, by -laws have
been amended and methods of investment
varied but the fund continues to be a source of
money for people and organizations in need.
A portion of the interest is made available for
the year and quarterly meetings are held to
review applications. In addition St. Peter’s
receives 10% of the interest for church
expenses and a discretionary fund exists for
emergencies.
The Board of the Incentive Fund meets
quarterly to consider applications for grants to
eligible projects. Deadlines for applications in
the quarterly funding cycle are Dec. 15;
March 15, June 15 and September 15. Late
applications are reviewed in the subsequent
quarter. The Board evaluates each proposal
received and decides whether or not to fund
the project and if funded, what the amounts
will be. Each request for funds must meet the
following criteria:
1. The project is to be generally consistent with
the goals and principles of the Church.

2. The group or individual proposing a project
must submit a written application including:
a clear statement of goals
designation of leadership and responsibility
criteria for evaluation
proposed budget, showing expenses and
resources
Applications for assistance from the Fund
are available at all times on the church
bulletin board in the front hall and on our
website at saintpeterspc.org. Church
members are urged to call this to the
attention of those who might want to apply.
Our next application deadline is June 15th.
*************************************************************

Mother’s Home

by Edna Jaques
Submitted by Mary Wambach

Content with little sunny rooms,
With kitchens clean and bright,
A rocking chair beside the hearth
And shelter in the night.
The shiny stove and Dad’s old chair,
A mat beside the door,
Gay flowers on the windowsill,
A clean old painted floor.
She wears a starched red cotton dress,
An apron trimmed with lace.
Soft hair that makes a sort of frame
Around her quiet face.
She has a few old trusted friends,
Her love is safe and near,
A steady gracious soul that shines
From eyes serene and clear.
She makes such fragrant homemade bread,
Her pickles and her jam,
She’s always cooking something nice,
A spicy home-cured ham.
Her garden is a friendly place
Of sweet old-fashioned bloom,
Where mignonette and marigold
Are heavy with perfume.
Could life hold more than little homes
Secure from greed and spoil,
The quiet beauty of the stars,
The fragrance of the soil.
A heart at peace with all the world
Content with simple things.
She holds within her quiet rooms
The best that heaven brings.
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Welcome to Summer
in Spencertown
Country Fair and
Rhubarb Festival
Sat., May 25th 10-3pm,
Village Green

Update from the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC)
The Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC) has been meeting weekly with
Pastor Kathi Jones of Valatie
Presbyterian Church since January to
work on the Ministry Information Form
(MIF) that will be presented to Council
and then Presbytery before being
released for the search of candidates.

Our annual dash to summer is
happening the Saturday of Memorial
Day weekend, May 25, from 10am-3pm.
This open air celebration is held on the
green in Spencertown, and will feature
artisanal handmade goods, gently used
high end clothing and accessories, knife
sharpening, ponies, herbs, perennials,
Australian barbecue, rhubarb-themed
baked goods and entertainment by local
bluegrass performers. Fun for all ages
and free admission; rain or shine.

The MIF includes several narrative
questions that ask the committee to
identify needs of the church community
and the vision of qualities and
characteristics our pastor should have.
Throughout the last year and a half our
church community has been reflecting
and answering many of those questions
through the “Fields of Faith” study. We
have been reading and praying over
those responses and that has helped us
to begin drafting responses to those
narrative questions.

We need volunteers! Keep an eye out
for announcements in the coming weeks
during service and speak to Mary Anne
Davis or email Mary Anne at
mad.maryanne@gmail.com about your
willingness to bake, sit at a table, set-up,
break-down, or help out in any other
way you like. It is super fun and
promises to be a wonderful way to
welcome the warm weather to our
thawing environs! If you or a friend
wants to be vendor, ask Randy Ezinga
for an application. Table fee is $25.

The PNC led the lay-service on April
28th with another questionnaire; printed
in this newsletter as well as the March
31st questionnaire. If you didn’t have a
chance to complete them and would like
to do so, please email your responses to
PNC Chair Donna Staron at
donnastaron@yahoo.com or deliver a
hard copy via Sunday service.

Proceeds benefit the Friends of Historic
St. Peter’s, a non-sectarian 501c3
created to support the physical
maintenance of St. Peter's Church. The
St. Peter’s congregation and the Friends
have been working together since 2005
to raise funds to restore and maintain
the church, replacing the steeple in 2007
and painting the building in 2012. A new
roof is currently being installed, thanks
to these sorts of fundraising efforts.

Please keep the PNC in your prayers as
we continue this very important work.
We hope to have the forms completed
soon and the search/interviewing to
begin this summer.
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ST. PETER’S
WORSHIP
TEAM!

PASTOR STUDY LEAVE
Pastor Lynn Horan
will be on study leave
from Sun. May 12th
through Wed.
May 15th.

Join us for our
next meeting on
Sunday, May 5th
after Worship

For pastoral care
emergencies please
contact
Rev. Beth Illingworth at 518-821-7990

Are you excited
about what God
is doing at
St. Peter’s?

**********************************
We will be
celebrating our
graduates of all
ages on Youth &
Creation Sunday,
May 19th. If you or
someone you know
in our church
family is graduating, please contact
Shelley in the church office
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net.

Do you have ideas for creative and
meaningful worship?
Do you have gifts of music, reading,
writing, speaking, story-telling?
Join us for a fun planning meeting as we
prepare for our next lay led worship
service, to be held on May 26th
*********************************

**********************************
Women’s Unabridged
Book Group
Tuesday, May 7th

YOUTH & CREATION SUNDAY
Sunday, May 19th

We welcome any woman or friend of a
member to come join our group. We
usually meet the first Tuesday of the
month at different members' houses for
potluck suppers or coffee and desserts.
Please contact Denise Davis if you are
interested at 518-392-9690!
Date: May 7th at 6:30pm
Book: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Host: Kathy Geddie

Join us for a special worship service as we
celebrate our Sunday School program at
St. Peter’s!
With special music composed by our Music
Director Luke Olivieri, focusing on themes
of earth stewardship and thanksgiving for
God’s creation.
Let us come and celebrate all that God is
doing in the lives of our young disciples!
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ONE GREAT
HOUR
OF SHARING
THANK YOU!

MAY WORSHIP

Thank you to everyone who contributed
to our One Great Hour of Sharing
offering throughout the season of Lent.
Our collective offering totaled $1,707.00
and will be directed to the Presbyterian
Church (USA)’s ministries of:

Sunday, May 5th

Hunger Relief
Disaster Assistance
Self Development of People

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching,
Communion

You shall be called repairers of the breach.
~ Isaiah 58 ~

Sunday, May 13th,
MOTHER’S DAY

**************************

Rev. Beth Illingworth Preaching

MAY LECTIONARY READINGS
5/5/19

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]; Psalm 30;
Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

5/12/19

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23;
Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30

5/19/19

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148;
Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35

5/26/19

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:90-15; Psalm 67;
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5;
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

5/30/19

Sunday, May 19th,
YOUTH & CREATION
SUNDAY
Rev. Lynn Horan with Youth
Helping Lead Worship!
Anointing of Young Disciples
and Celebration of Graduates
Sunday, May 26th
Worship Team Leading
Worship

Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93;
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
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Perhaps you dream of walking the Camino de Santiago in
Spain or visiting Elvis Presley’s home Graceland.

June 22, 2019
2:00-3:30pm
Church of St. John
in the Wilderness
261 NY-344
Copake Falls, NY
What if the idea of pilgrimage describes intersecting paths on our
Hear personal experiencesjourney
of pilgrimages
throughand
life?how to find meaning in your
journeys. We will discuss transitions that might also include job changes,
empty nesting, illness and aging. We believe that pilgrimages are inward and
outward openings of spirit.
A mini-pilgrimage on a guided labyrinth walk follows the speakers, just
down the road at Church of Our Lady of Hope
(formerly St. Bridget’s at 8074 NY-22 Copake Falls, NY),
immediately following the conclusion of presentations.
Families are welcome.

This is a FREE event open to the general public!
Contact exploringpilgrimage@gmail.com with any questions
For questions about this meet up contact event organizer,
Mindy Miraglia at mindymiraglia@gmail.com
Thank you to our sponsors! St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church (Spencertown, NY), Canaan Congregational Church (Canaan,
NY), St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church (Copake Falls, NY) and Berkshire Camino Walkers.
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“WATERING THE GARDEN”
Developing Sustainable Spiritual Practices
Part 4 of our Congregational Mission Study

Sunday, March 31st, 2019
For the past year and half, we have been journeying together through a congregational mission study
called “Fields of Faith,” during which we have prayerfully considered important aspects of church life.
We began with PART 1 called “Tilling the Soil,” where we identified the strengths, blessings and
opportunities for change in our community of faith. During PART 2 “First Fruits,” we explored the
core values of our community of faith through shared story telling. Last summer, we began PART 3
“Planting Seeds,” focusing on areas where we are seeking God’s guidance for renewal and
revitalization, as we serve God in our community and in the world.
Join us as we embark on Part 4 of our Mission Study, which serves as a continuation of our Lenten
worship theme on spiritual practices, both as individuals and as a community of faith. Please take time
to reflect on the following questions and place your responses in the offering plate during worship. You
are also welcome to bring the questionnaire home to reflect further and return it the following Sunday
or email Pastor Lynn at lynnmhoran@gmail.com
May God guide us and nourish us as we continue to journey together!
1) What words/images come to mind when you hear the words “spiritual discipline” or “spiritual
practice?”

2) What are some spiritual practices or intentional activities that are important to your own
personal walk of faith?

3) What spiritual practices do you experience the most at St. Peter’s? Are there particular
spiritual disciplines that you would like to explore more within our community of faith?
4) Is there anything else you’d like to share?
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“PERSPECTIVE”
Thoughts on Pastoral Leadership
Led by St. Peter’s Pastor Nominating Committee

Sunday, April 28th, 2019
As the Pastor Nominating Committee continues its discernment work, we would like to
hear your perspective. Based on our current financial situation, we will be calling
for a ¾ time pastor.
As we think about what our experiences with or in church have been, how it is now, and
what we would like to see in the future, please reflect on the following questions.
If you would like more time to reflect or were not present in worship on this day, feel free
to bring your responses next Sunday or email PNC Chair Donna Staron at
donnastaron@yahoo.com.
1) What role do you see a pastor holding in your life?

2) If you have participated in various faith communities, how has the role of pastor
changed in your lifetime?

3) What are the three most important qualities you look for in a pastor?

4) What areas of church life are most important to you? Ex. worship, mission,
fellowship, etc.

5) Is there anything else you’d like to share?
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May Worship Leaders
May 5th

Head Usher:
Assistant usher
Liturgist:
Communion Servers:

Jere Wrightsman
Mitzi Lobdell
Joel Dyslin
Nancy Ordman
Sharon Wing

May 12th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Barbara Conkling

May 19th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Larry Massimo
Patricia McKeon
Sunday School

May 26th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Randy Ezinga
Kevin Lippert
Lay-Led Worship Team

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work?






If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or
liturgist, your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected
from each month for worship.
Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one
liturgist for each Sunday in the following month from the list. Communion servers
will also be selected for Communion Sunday.
An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month. If an
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month
and switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church

office know who it is. Thank you!


A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter
as well as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.

Come let us worship together!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

7:00pm Council
Meeting
7:00pm Choir

5

6

9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship with
Communion and
Sunday School
followed by Fellowship
Time
11:00am Worship
Team Meeting
12:00 Men’s Group
Meeting at Chatham
Grill

12

13

Mother’s Day
9:00 Choir
10:00am Worship and
Sunday School
followed by Fellowship
Time

19

20

Youth and Creation
Sunday
9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship and
Sunday School
followed by Fellowship
Time

7

8

6:30pm Women’s
Unabridged Group
7:00pm PNC Meeting

7:00pm Choir

14

15

7:00pm PNC Meeting
7:00pm Trustees
Meeting

7:00pm Choir

21

22

7:00pm PNC Meeting

7:00pm Choir

26

27

28

29

9:00am Choir
10:00am Lay-Led
Worship and Sunday
School followed by
Fellowship time

Memorial Day

7:00 PNC Meeting

7:00pm Choir

9:00am Deacons’
Meeting

16

17

18

23

24

25
Summer in
Spencertown 10-3pm

30

31

Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul. – Henry Ward Beecher
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