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Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

It was exactly ten years ago this July that I returned from central Peru, having 

worked for a year as a Presbyterian Young Adult Volunteer.  You’ve heard 

some of my stories and reflections from that year, as it was a time in my life 

that was truly transformative and initiated my path to ministry. 
 

To honor the tenth anniversary of that life-changing journey, I’ve decided to 

venture back into my writings and journal entries from that year and put them 

in book form, thanks to a wonderful self-publishing company.   
 

My primary reason for putting these writings into a more readable format is 

so that my own daughters can one day read it and perhaps learn more about 

my faith journey. 
 

But more importantly, I want readers to know the incredible kindness and 

courage of each of the men and women with whom I worked during that 

year.  Their experiences, their faith, their resilience, their generosity, is a 

true expression of God’s grace. 
 

During my year of service (2008-2009) I worked with an ecumenical social justice organization called 

Paz y Esperanza (Peace and Hope). With five regional offices throughout Peru, the organization brings 

together psychologists, pastors and lawyers to prevent sexual abuse and domestic violence, rehabilitate 

survivors of rape, including women, teenagers and children, support the families of survivors and seek 

justice in the legal system. Throughout my time with my friends at Paz y Esperanza, I was amazed daily 

by this community’s radical vision of peace and humanity. 
 

Looking back at my online blog from that year, I re-read my “Statement of Purpose:” 
 

I seek to participate in the hopeful process of community building and celebrate with others the ways in 

which God is present in our lives. I strive to nurture relationships with others who have different 

backgrounds and beliefs, life stories and outlooks. I accept the challenge to let go of assumptions and 

remain open to new ways of being, living and communicating. 
 

Having written these words just prior to getting on a plane to Peru in July 2008, I quickly became aware 

that my true purpose was to learn.  Learn how to pray.  Learn how to trust God.  Learn how to surrender.  

Learn how to believe.  Learn how to be more human. 
 

As I reflect on this pivotal point in my own life, I wonder where your moments of transformation have 

been? What seasons and experiences in your life have offered great insight, challenge and growth? Who 

have you shared these experiences with?  What has God shown you in these times of great awareness?   
 

May God continue to bless each of our journeys! 
 

Paz y experanza, 

Pastor Lynn 

With the Camarena family, my host 
family in Peru during 2008-2009. 

From left to right, Pastors Elena and 
Abdon Camarena and their 

daughter Carla. 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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JUNE WORSHIP 

 

Sunday, June 2nd    
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching, 

Communion 
Commissioning Year 2 of 
Building up the Church 

 
Sunday, June 9th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Sunday, June 16th  
Guest Preacher Rev. Paul 

Randall 
 

Sunday, June 23rd   
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 
Sunday, June 30th   

Worship Team Leading 
Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

6/2/19 Seventh Sunday of Easter         

Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-

21; John 17:20-26 

6/9/19 Day of Pentecost                         

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; 

Revelation 7:9-17;                           

John 14:8-17 [25-27] 

6/16/19 Trinity Sunday               

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; 

Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

6/23/19 Second Sunday after Pentecost        

Semi-continuous                        
1 Kings 19:1-4 [5-7] 8-15a; 

Psalm 42 and 43;           

Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39  

Complementary                  

Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalm 22:19-28; 

Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 

6/30/19 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost                  

Semi-continuous                       
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30;                   

Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16;          

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Complementary                        

1 Kings 19:15, 19-21; Psalm 16;                   

Galatians 5:1, 13-25;            

Luke 9:51-62 
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 “BUILDING UP THE CHURCH” 
A Bi-Centennial Celebration 

2018-2020  
 

Dear Friends,         
 

We began our capital campaign for St. Peter’s Church in June 2018. Our objective was to raise 
$100,000. This campaign is part of our “Building Up the Church” Campaign with the Town of 
Austerlitz Bicentennial and will confirm our dedication to serving God and our community. 
Thanks to your faithful support, we have completed the fundraising for two of our projects: 
 

 The Furnace Project - Our two furnaces and the chimney liner have been replaced at a cost of 

$20,000.This cost was covered by $6,000 in memorial funds dedicated to capital projects of the 

church building and the manse, and by some borrowed church funds. 
 

 The Manse Window Project - All of the windows in the manse have been replaced at a cost of 

$25,000. This cost was covered by $8,000 in gifts to the capital campaign, as well as a grant 

from the Clara Gott Fund of $1,000, a grant from the Presbytery of $8,000, and an interest-free 

loan for $8,000 from the Presbytery. 
 

We currently have $10,710 to begin our other identified capital projects. These project and 
their estimated costs include: 
 

1. Church Ceiling - Repair portions of the ceiling now that the new roof is in place (our highest 

priority project) - $20,000 
 

2. Church Carpet - Replace carpet in the sanctuary and the narthex - $15,000 

3. Church Paint - Paint repaired ceiling, sanctuary and narthex - $10,000 

4. Manse Repairs - Make additional repairs to the manse - $10,000 

 

All of these projects are critical to the safety and maintenance of our church and manse. As we 
move into the next phase of our capital campaign, we must remember our overriding objective 
of serving God, growing in grace and helping to meet the needs of our community. 
 

Our Council has formed the “Building up the Church” committee that includes Teresa 
Barensfeld, Barbara Conklin, Joel Dyslin, Mitzi Lobdell, David Pearce, and Ian Wing.  
 

Please consider contributing to this important effort as we need your prayerful help and 
support. 
 

God bless you all, 
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
“Building up the Church” Committee 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 2nd, 2019 
 

Commissioning Year Two of 
 

“BUILDING UP THE CHURCH” 
 

A Bi-Centennial Celebration 

2018-2020  
 

 

Join us in worship on  
Sunday, June 2nd, 

as we commission the second year of 
our “Building up the Church 

Campaign.” Our campaign began 
last June as part of the Bicentennial 

of the Town of Austerlitz and has 
continued with energy and 

commitment during the past year, 
thanks to your faithful support! 

 
Members of our “Building up the 

Church” committee will share 
updates and invitations to contribute 

throughout the summer.  Special 
envelopes can be found in the pews. 

 
Join us as we seek God’s guidance in 

the coming year! 
 

 
 

ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM! 
 

Join us for our next meeting on 
Sunday, June 9th after Worship 

 

Are you excited 
about what God 

is doing at  
St. Peter’s? 

 

Do you have 
ideas for 

creative and 
meaningful 

worship? 
 

Do you have 
gifts of music, 

reading, 
writing, 

speaking, 
story-telling?  

 

 
Join us for a fun planning meeting 
as we prepare for our next lay led 
worship service, to be held 
on June 30th. 
 

********************************** 
 

SPRING RECITAL 
June 8th 1-4pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendar! Students of 
our very own choir director and 
pianist, Luke Olivieri will be holding 
their annual spring recital here at  
St. Peter’s on June 8th from 1-4pm. 
 

All are welcome! 
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Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

Tuesday, June 18th 
 

We welcome any woman or friend 
of a member to come join our 
group.  We usually meet the third 
Tuesday of the month at different 
members' houses for potluck 
suppers or coffee and desserts. 
Please contact Denise Davis if you 
are interested at 518-392-9690!  
 

We had a very fun meeting at 

Kathy Geddie’s for our May 

meeting with 8 attending.  Lots of 

good snacks and lively discussion 

and all but one had read the 

book!!  That's new record for 

us.  LOL 

 

Date: June 18th 7pm 

Book: About Alice  

    by Calvin Trillin 

Host: Maria Crespo 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICER RETREAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 29th, 10 am - 1 pm 
Austerlitz Town Park, Rt. 203 

 

Join us all Elders, Deacons  
and Trustees! 

 

St. Peter’s Church officers are invited to 

join in a summer retreat and potluck 
lunch at the Austerlitz Town Park, 

just above Spencertown Academy on 
Route 203. 

 
Together we will 

 
 Explore each of our calls to  

servant leadership 

 Reflect on our two-year journey 

together in transitional ministry  

 Refresh our souls with prayer,  

music and food 

 

Please bring a dish to share! 
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“EXPLORING PILGRIMAGE”: 
A Program To Encourage Mindful Travels Of 

Body And Spirit 
 

      June 22, 2019,  

2-3:30 pm at Church 

of St. John in the 

Wilderness, Copake 

Falls NY (and Our 

Lady of Hope Church, 

Copake Falls NY)  
 

Seekers and seasoned travelers alike are invited to 

“Exploring Pilgrimage” on Saturday, June 22, 2-

3:30 p.m., at the St. John in the Wilderness 

Episcopal Church, Copake Falls NY. The program 

will explore the universal phenomenon of 

journeys to sacred places along routes both 

ancient and modern. It will offer suggestions for 

reframing travel to enhance its meaning and 

examine interior pilgrimages such as aging and 

illness.  

Canaan Congregational Church, Canaan NY, 

Church of St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal 

Church, Copake Falls NY, and St. Peter’s 

Presbyterian Church, Spencertown NY have 

developed this program. Their members have 

participated in pilgrimages in the U.S. and abroad 

and are accustomed to working collaboratively. 

Joining them is Mindy Miraglia of Lee MA, of the 

Berkshires Camino Walkers. She has walked the 

Camino de Santiago in Spain and will return there 

later this summer. This is one of two pilgrimage 

routes to be named a World Heritage Site by 

UNESCO. 

Planning for the program to engage the 

community in shared learning and deepened spirit 

began at St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church, 

Spencertown. According to Barbara Conkling of 

Red Rock NY: “The theme of pilgrimage, broadly 

defined and from an interfaith perspective, was a 

natural focus. We send travelers off with a 

blessing and a small stone to carry and invite them 

to contribute to our pilgrimage journal when they 

return.” The program seeks to help travelers to 

become more mindful in their journeys, open to 

opportunities for transformation, responsive to 

people and habitats they may encounter, and 

develop communities of support.  

According to the Rev. Jane Brady-Close of Ghent 

NY, “Experiences in the natural world can be 

profoundly spiritual. St. John in the Wilderness 

Episcopal Church welcomes some 

pilgrim/campers from adjacent Taconic State Park 

each year. We were excited to see that the 

Berkshire Natural Resources Council is 

developing a High Road project, linking walking 

trails through preserved areas to towns throughout 

the Berkshires, similar to the network of services 

along the Camino and other pilgrimage routes.” 

According to the Rev. Katharine Houk of 

Chatham NY: “The journey through a serious 

illness can offer us the opportunity for a different 

sort of pilgrimage. Illness is not something we ask 

for, but is a path on which we can learn, change, 

and find deep meaning in our lives. Such a 

pilgrimage involves hardships and darkness, but 

can also help us to live more fully, rest in the 

present, find deep compassion, and experience a 

healing of the heart. What is truly important in our 

lives rises to the surface; life is understood for the 

precious gift that it is." 

Jay Aronson of New Lebanon NY reflects: “As 

we are on the brink of our elder years we are 

stepping out of our familiar roles and places and 

we begin to experience in a new way, more 

deeply, shedding parts of ourselves and 

connecting with our core self and ultimately 

finding new ways to connect with the sacred.”  

There will also be an opportunity immediately 

following the presentation to visit the Universal 

Prayer Garden and Labyrinth at Our Lady of Hope 

Church, also Copake Falls. Walking a labyrinth 

can be a meditation on the journey of life and a 

path for discernment. According to the creator of 

this labyrinth Robert Haldane, "From a distance, 

one sees a low, gentle, grass ring. It is seated in a 

grove of oak trees, and is surrounded beneath by a 

hedge of hawthorns. Tall, attractively shaped 

standing stones frame the grove, inviting one's 

curiosity and wonder..."  

The program is free and open to the public; 

families are welcome. Church of St. John in the 

Wilderness Episcopal Church is located at 261 

NY-344 and Church of Our Lady of Hope at 8074 

NY-22, both Copake Falls NY. For further 

information: exploringpilgrimage@gmail.com; 

(518)218-6070. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:exploringpilgrimage@gmail.com
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St Peter’s Presbyterian Church 

Financial Update May 2019 
 

 

The 2018 accounts have been reviewed and audited by Mr Jim Antos and, on a 

cash accounting basis, showed a surplus of income over expenditure of $3654. 

This resulted from income from contributions and fund raising being significantly 

higher than budgeted.  

 

The balance sheet for end of year 2018 shows total assets of the church essentially 

the same as in 2017 and so the church is in a stable financial condition.  

 

Contributions YTD April 2019 are significantly higher than budgeted while 

expenses are on budget resulting in a surplus YTD of $6459.34. I am hopeful that 

in 2019 we will not need to draw on the church reserves for operational reasons. 

 

As at April 30, church reserves held in the Parnassus Endeavor fund stood at 

$57,302.41 and the Clara Gott fund was $108,224.57. 

 

In April. a payment of $490 was made to Friends of St Peters reflecting the balance 

of Building Restoration funds. Lenten service offering of $120 was sent to the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) for disaster relief and refugee assistance. One Great 

Hour of Sharing contribution of $1707 was sent to Albany Presbytery last week. 

 

    Ian Wing, Treasurer 
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Welcome New Deacons  
Co-Chairs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
St. Peter’s is blessed to have two new co-
chairs serving on our Board of Deacons!  
 

Patricia McKeon and Beth Cozzolino 
 

Please contact Patricia or Beth for any 
deacons-related questions or concerns you 
may have regarding congregational care 
needs. 
 

We also extend our deepest gratitude to our 
former co-chairs Sharon Wing and Sandy 
Fischer for their incredible leadership and 
gifts of ministry!   
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was sick 
and you visited me.  Truly, I say to you, as 

you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.” 

 

~ Matthew 25:35-40 ~ 
***************************************** 

 

Dear St. Peter’s 

Family 

 

Thank you for 

allowing my 

family to borrow 

chairs and cutlery from the church 

for Kenneth’s birthday 

celebration/commemoration. The 

evening was healing for our own 

journeys for life on earth.  

Warmly, 

Irene, Luke, Esther and Evan Young 

THANK YOU SUMMERTIME 

IN SPENCERTOWN! 
 

Thank you to all of 
those who helped 
make our annual  
Welcome to 
Summer in 
Spencertown  
such a wonderful 
community gathering! 
 

Thank you to all our faithful volunteers for 
setting up, cooking, baking, cleaning, 
organizing, etc.! A special thanks to our 
organizer Mary Anne Davis. 
 

The proceeds totaled $2,036, which 

benefits the Friends of St. Peter’s 

Presbyterian Church. 

***************************************** 

THANK YOU! 
YOUTH & CREATION SUNDAY 

Thank you to all 
who made our 
Youth and 
Creation 
Sunday worship 
service on May 
19th such a 
special time of 
celebration and 
thanksgiving to 
God! 

 

Special thanks to our incredible Sunday 
school and our teachers Mindy Gardner, 
Katie Smith-Cashen, Jennifer Lippert, 
Frances Culley, Bridget Boland and  
Mary Anne Davis. 
 

We also offer deep gratitude to our gifted 
church choir and the musical leadership of 
Luke Olivieri who shared two special pieces 
during worship – Joni Mitchell’s Big Yellow 
Taxi and the premiere of Luke’s own 
composition titled Roots. 
 

What a special day of worship as we 
celebrated the gift of God’s creation  

and our young disciples! 
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PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm. Lynn is 

also available whenever needed 

for pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
************************************** 

Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 
 

***************************************** 

CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines are: Mar. 15th,  
Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 

Our next application deadline is 
June 15th 

***************************************** 
To submit an 

article for the 

newsletter 

just email it to 

Shelley at the church office 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20th of each 

month. The submission deadline for the July 

issue is Thursday, June 20th 

 

June Birthdays 

Kurt Barensfeld  6/3 

Seraphina Coalter 6/3 

Evelyn Keefner  6/5 

George French  6/6 

Marjorie Hansen  6/8 

Katie Smith    6/9 

David Pearce   6/10 

Hannah Braley   6/11 

Ellen Schoonover 6/15 

Karin Silvernale  6/29 

********************************** 

Annual Tea on the Green 
 

In July and August, our Deacons take a 
break from hosting coffee hour and we 
have our annual tradition of Tea on the 
Green. Volunteers are needed to host this 
Sunday after worship fellowship time event 
for the months of July and August. 
 

A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex 
and we hope you’ll be willing to provide the 
refreshments for fellowship time outside on 
the village green. Not able to do it alone? 
Why not ask a friend to help you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TO 

RESUME THIS FALL! 
 

Thank you to all of our young 
disciples, teachers, parents and 
families for making St. Peter's 
Sunday School such a special 
ministry!  Sunday School will 
not be held during the Summer 
and will resume in September. 

 
********************************** 

BLESSINGS FOR OUR  
2019 GRADUATES 

 

We wish the following well in their 
future endeavors. 

 

Wyatt Coe, son of Robyn and Wayne 
Coe, BFA Industrial Design  from 
Rochester Institute of Technology 

 
Isaiah Greene, son of Paul Greene, 
finishing studies at Boston College. 

 
********************************** 

Sharing 
By Shirley Johnson, Retired Chaplain 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 
 

“The path of life is cluttered with 
obstacles; it is up to us to decide if they 
are stumbling blocks or stepping 
stones.” 
 

“Never regret a day in your life: good 
days give happiness, bad days give 
experience, worst days give lessons, 
and best days give memories.” 
 

“Hope: Is the power that gives a person 
the confidence to step out and try.” 

 
 
 

 

 

If Christ Returned Today 
Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

If Christ was to return today 
There is much He’d need to conceal, 
Or He would be arrested immediately 
For not having a license to heal. 
He couldn’t afford to prophesy 
Of changes the future would bring, 
Or He would be fortune telling 
Land in jail without anything. 
 
He couldn’t teach like long ago 
He’d need visible means of support, 
Or He would be listed as a vagrant 
And His case would be tried in court. 
He couldn’t feed the multitudes 
Increase the fish and bread, 
Internal Revenue would question 
About the money for those He fed. 
 
Because of the strict liquor laws 
He couldn’t turn water to wine, 
Lack of federal stamps and excise tax 
Would bring a tremendous fine. 
Christ couldn’t return the way He left 
He’d need a certificate of birth, 
On radar screen it would show 
Before He could reach the earth. 
 
Christ wouldn’t be nailed to a cross 
Left there alone to suffer and die, 
In today’s world, this modern age 
They have new ways to crucify. 
It wouldn’t be much different  
If from truth we did not stray, 
Christ wouldn’t be treated fairly  
If He was to return today. 
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Conservation and Environmental 

Groups in Columbia County 
 

In case you were unable to attend Youth and 

Creation Sunday on May 19th, here is the 

link to the directory of conservation and 

environmental groups in Columbia County. 
 

Our neighbors at Canaan United Church of 

Christ compiled a comprehensive directory 

of Columbia County conservation groups. 

Some are local; some are local chapters of 

national organizations. Copies are available 

in the narthex or on the web at  
 

https://www.canaanucc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/11/Directory-of-

Environmental-Organizations-in-Columbia-

County-NY-January-2017.pdf 
 

Here is a sampling to give you an idea of the 

range of organizations in the directory.  
 

Columbia Land Conservancy  
518-392-5252 

49 Main St, Chatham, NY 12037 

http://clctrust.org/  
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Columbia and Green Counties  
518-828-3346 

479 Route 66, Hudson, NY 12534 

http://www.ccecolumbiagreene.org/ 
 

Hawthorne Valley Farmscape Ecology 

Program  
518-672-4465 x223 

327 County Rte 21C, Ghent, NY 12075 

http://hvfarmscape.org/ 
 

Riverkeeper, Inc. 

800-21-RIVER 

20 Secor Rd, Ossining, NY 10562 

http://riverkeeper.org 
 

Hudson Sloop Club 
518-610-1160  

113 Union St, Hudson, NY 12534 

hudsonsloopclub@gmail.com  

http://hudsonsloopclub.org  

New York Interfaith Power and Light  
516-382-6683 

359 Links Drive East, Oceanside, NY 11572 

gjacob@nyipl.org 

http://www.newyorkkipl.org 
 

Open Space Institute  
518-427-1564 x125 

Katie Petronis, Northern Program Director 

291 Hudson Ave, Suite B 

Albany, NY 12210 

www.osiny.org 
 

Stop NY Fracked Gas Pipeline  
518-781-4686 

1409 county Rte 5, Canaan, NY 12029 

becky@stopnypipline.org 

http://stopnypipeline.org/ 
 

The Nature Conservancy  
518-690-7850 

New York State Office 

195 New Karner Rd, Suite 200, 

Albany, NY 12205 

nys@tnc.org 

 

 

 

 

https://www.canaanucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Directory-of-Environmental-Organizations-in-Columbia-County-NY-January-2017.pdf
https://www.canaanucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Directory-of-Environmental-Organizations-in-Columbia-County-NY-January-2017.pdf
https://www.canaanucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Directory-of-Environmental-Organizations-in-Columbia-County-NY-January-2017.pdf
https://www.canaanucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Directory-of-Environmental-Organizations-in-Columbia-County-NY-January-2017.pdf
http://clctrust.org/
http://hvfarmscape.org/
http://riverkeeper.org/
mailto:hudsonsloopclub@gmail.com
http://hudsonsloopclub.org/
mailto:gjacob@nyipl.org
http://www.newyorkkipl.org/
http://www.osiny.org/
mailto:becky@stopnypipline.org
mailto:nys@tnc.org
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Thank you for your prayerful responses! 
“WATERING THE GARDEN” 

Developing Sustainable Spiritual Practices 
Part 4 of our Congregational Mission Study 

Sunday, March 21st, 2019 
1) What words/images come to mind when you hear the words “spiritual discipline” or 
“spiritual practice?” 

 Daily practice 

 Jesus at the home of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38).  Mary chose to sit at his feet and listen while Martha 

was worried about doing the necessary preparation and so much work.  I relate to both women but know 

that when faith combines with love for community then the real miracles bring to manifest! 

 A constant practice and continual thinking 

 Trappist monks 

 Seeing goodness and checking other impulses 

 Singing and hearing spiritual music, prayer, meditation 

 Attending church services, hearing the readings/reflections 

 Participating in rituals: Communion, Ash Wednesday, prayers of the people 

 Service practices like collecting food for pantries 

 Prayer, medication, unselfishness, spiritual reading 

 Church, social justice, kindness, concern for others, community 

 Ritual, liturgy, practicing, meditation, together 

 Prayer, looking at the hills and woods 

 Worship, church attendance 

 Pledging 

 Intentional spiritual growth 

 Deliberate, not casual or accidental.   

 God fills my thoughts when I am doing meals on wheels 

2)  What are some spiritual practices or intentional activities that are important to your own 
personal walk of faith? 

 Listening to others, helping others, taking time out for selfless activities, connection to others outside of 

our everyday life 

 Prayer and repentance 

 I need constant reminders 

 Nature walks 

 Yoga, daily prayer, chanting mantras, ceremony and ritual, visualization 

 Coffee hour discussions 

 Making commitments to the larger community, not just church 

 Silent regular daily prayer 

 Try to quiet my mind so I’m listening for God’s word 

 Keeping a journal full of thoughts and activities including moments of inspiration 

 Choir, prayer and reflection 

 Participating in lay-led worship has helped me think and express myself more actively and intentionally 

 Meditation, singing, work 

 Coming to church, worship 

 Meditation, mindfulness, Scripture 
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3)  What spiritual practices do you experience the most at St. Peter’s?  Are there 
particular spiritual disciplines that you would like to explore more within our 
community of faith?  

 I appreciate the chance to be part of a group that practices the social gospel.  I wish there were both 

Hebrew and New Testament readings. 

 I came to St. Peter’s for music and quiet meditation time.  I give the choir much credit for their effort and 

openness to new ideas. 

 Sunday worship and committee work which leads to caring for community and outreach 

 I would like more Communion services, things that bring us in touch with Christianity’s mystical 

dimension. 

 I would like more openness or perhaps study of other faith traditions for the enrichment and 

understanding this would afford. 

 Good community spirit but more participation of faith in action. 

 The warmth and open-heartedness of the community draws us here.  

 Prayer, meditation, walking, music 

 Solo and group prayer 

 Seminars or group discussion about exemplars in other religions or comparative practices across religions 

would be great. 

 Really love the more intellectual reflection and references to iconic thought-leaders throughout history  

 Singing together, community connection 

 Bible study groups are a must 

 Prayers of gratitude 

 Prayer and how hymns correspond with the worship theme, words are so important 

 More congregational groups, like the “mysticism study group” a couple years ago 

 I would like to see what happens when we lighten the work load and try some new and different church 

calendar activities so that our expectations change and we wait and watch to see how God meets and 

blesses our church. 

 Would like more adult Bible study 

 

4)  Is there anything else you’d like to share? 
 I really like our children’s program and it shows that St. Peter’s is making an effort to keep church life 

valuable to families. 

 I would like to see some new “home grown” ministries.  I would love to see others enjoy participating in 

other “stretching” activities that become healing for the whole body: 

o Bible studies and prayer meetings 

o Walking and stretching classes 

o Afterschool homework helpers 

 I would like to see our congregation make more of an effort to address issues of social justice and to reach 

out to the wider community 

 The St. Peter’s community nourishes me. Growing this church is important. 
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June Worship Leaders 
June 2nd  Head Usher:      Patricia McKeon 

      Assistant usher    Laura Corsun 

      Liturgist:       Peggy Antos 

      Communion Servers: David Pierce 

                  Kathy Geddie 

                  Sandy Fischer 
 

June 9th   Head Usher:      Raeph Sanderson 

      Asst. Usher:       Pat Meess 

      Liturgist:        Ann McChord 
 

June 16th  Head Usher:      Larry Massimo 

      Asst. Usher:      Randy Ezinga 

      Liturgist:       Barbara Conkling 
 

June 23rd  Head Usher:      Joel Dyslin 

      Asst. Usher:      Mitzi Lobdell 

      Liturgist:       Kurt Barensfeld 
 

June 30th  Head Usher:      George French 

      Asst. Usher:      Carol French 

      Liturgist:       Worship Team 
 

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work? 
 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist, 
your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for 
each Sunday in the following month from the list.  Communion servers will also be selected 
for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month.  If an 
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know 
who it is. Thank you! 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well 
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

Come let us worship together! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Building up 
the Church Worship 
Service  with 
Communion followed 
by Fellowship Time 

3  
 

4  
7:00pm PNC Meeting 

5  
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

7:00pm Choir 

6  
 

7  
9:00am Deacons’ 
Meeting 

8  
Luke’s Annual Spring  
Recital 1-4pm 

9  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service followed by 
Fellowship Time 

11:30am Worship 
Team Meeting after 
worship  

10  
 

11  
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

7:00pm PNC Meeting 

12  
7:00pm Choir 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
Clara Gott 
Applications Due 

16  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service followed by 
Fellowship Time 

17  
 

18  
7pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

7:00pm PNC Meeting 

19  
7:00pm Choir 

20  
Newsletter Articles 
Due 

21  
Summer Begins 

22  
 

23  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service followed by 
Fellowship Time 

24  
 

25  
7:00pm PNC Meeting 

26  
7:00pm Choir 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
10-1pm Church Officer 
Retreat at Austerlitz 
Park 

30  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Lay-Led 
Worship Service 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

 

“Kindness is spreading sunshine into other people’s lives regardless of the weather”                                                                                                  

RAKtivist 

 


