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July 2019 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

During July and August, I’ll be preaching on I and II Samuel, where 

we’ll re-think beloved tales of heroism like David and Goliath, and 

encounter lesser-known but profoundly inspiring people like Rizpah, 

who risked her life to ensure justice for her children. 
 

While serving here at St. Peter’s, I have found the books of Samuel to be 

helpful conversation partners in the important work of transitional 

ministry.  And here’s why… 
 

Doubt and Uncertainty Blessed by God: 

The first King of Israel, Saul, was one of the most fearful and insecure 

leaders of his time.  But even in Saul’s extreme self-doubt, God 

continued to call out his name, giving him purpose and direction.   
 

This is such an important reminder for congregations and individuals 

who are experiencing change, transition and uncertainty.  God does not 

leave us where we are, but is persistent and consistent in moving us 

forward towards God’s light and love. 
 

Unexpected Leaders:   

Following the reign of King Saul, an unassuming shepherd boy, David, 

is plucked from the fields, anointed by the Prophet Samuel, and put on 

the fast track to kingship, to become one of the most celebrated (and at 

times controversial) leaders of the people of Israel.   
 

If we apply this narrative to transitional ministry, it reminds us that God calls all kinds of people to serve God’s 

church.  Just take a look at the plaque leading downstairs to the fellowship room, “God doesn’t call the 

qualified, but qualifies the called!” 
 

Redeeming What Is Lost: 

The person you may be least familiar with is Rizpah, whose story is one of the most powerful testimonies of 

Resurrection life, as she seeks justice for her slain children. 
 

Rizpah’s story reminds us that transitional ministry is about keeping vigil, of seeking God’s presence as we let 

go of certain ways of “being the church,” and yet at the same time anticipating the fullness of life that is already 

in motion.  Rizpah’s act of courage amid grief is a glimpse of Resurrection life that we too can claim! 
 

Join us throughout July and August as we explore these compelling narratives of Scripture and what they have 

to say to us today! 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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“SPEAKING of SAMUEL” 
 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
 

Sunday July 14th 
                           “Samuel’s Warning” 
                               1 Samuel 8:4-10 

 
Sunday July 21st 
“Kingdom Torn” 
1 Samuel 15:22-28 

 
Sunday August 4th 

“Not Just a Boy” 
1 Samuel 17:31-37 

 
Sunday, August 18th  

“David’s Grief”  
2 Samuel 1:1-17-27 

        
Sunday September 1st  

                                                                        “Keeping Vigil: The Story of Rizpah” 
                                                                     2 Samuel 21:8-14 

 
The Books of First and Second Samuel together offer some of the most vividly 

human narratives in our holy Scripture.  Yet, these testimonies are often 
overlooked because of their complexity and ever-present conflict. 

 

This summer we will explore the fraught relationships between the first Kings 
of Israel - Saul and David.  We will hear the timeless words of the Prophet 

Samuel as he warns against the perils of human leadership.  And we will stand 
in awe of the bravery of a single act of protest by a grieving mother, Rizpah. 

 

- 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Now stand still and see this great thing,  
which the Lord will do in front of your eyes.”  

 
~ 1 Samuel 12:16 
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JULY WORSHIP 

 

Sunday, July 7th 
Guest Preacher Preaching, 

Communion 
 

Sunday, July 14th 
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
Baptism of Cameron Katan 

 
Sunday, July 21st 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Sunday, July 28th    
Worship Team Leading 

Worship 
 
 

 
 

JULY 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

7/7/19 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost         

Semi-continuous                                                                   
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14;                 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20;          

Galatians 5:1-, 13-25;                

Luke 9:51-62              

Complementary                   

1Kings 19:15-16, 19-21;      

Psalm 16; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; 

Luke 9:51-62 

7/14/19 Eight Sunday after Pentecost                         

Semi-continuous                    
Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; 

Colossians 1:15-28;               

Luke 10:25-37    

Complementary           

Deuteronomy 30:9-14;          

Psalm 25:1-10;             

Colossians 1:1-14;               

Luke 10:25-37 

7/21/19 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost               

Semi-continuous                     
Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; 

Colossians 1:15-28;             

Luke 10:38-42    

Complementary                    

Genesis 18:1-10a; Psalm 15; 

Colossians 1:15-28;               

Luke 10:38-42 

7/28/19 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost        

Semi-continuous                        
Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; 

Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19];        

Luke 11:1-13          

Complementary                  

Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138; 

Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19];        

Luke 11:1-13 
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“BUILDING UP THE CHURCH” 
A Bi-Centennial Celebration 

2018-2020  
 

Dear Friends,         
 

We began our capital campaign for St. Peter’s Church in June 2018. Our objective was to 
raise $100,000. This campaign is part of our “Building Up the Church” Campaign with the 
Town of Austerlitz Bicentennial and will confirm our dedication to serving God and our 
community. 
Thanks to your faithful support, we have completed the fundraising for two of our projects: 
 

 The Furnace Project - Our two furnaces and the chimney liner have been replaced at a cost 

of $20,000.This cost was covered by $6,000 in memorial funds dedicated to capital projects 

of the church building and the manse, and by some borrowed church funds. 
 

 The Manse Window Project - All of the windows in the manse have been replaced at a cost 

of $25,000. This cost was covered by $8,000 in gifts to the capital campaign, as well as a 

grant from the Clara Gott Fund of $1,000, a grant from the Presbytery of $8,000, and an 

interest-free loan for $8,000 from the Presbytery. 
 

We currently have $10,710 to begin our other identified capital projects. These project and 
their estimated costs include: 
 

1. Church Ceiling - Repair portions of the ceiling now that the new roof is in place (our 

highest priority project) - $20,000 
 

2. Church Carpet - Replace carpet in the sanctuary and the narthex - $15,000 

3. Church Paint - Paint repaired ceiling, sanctuary and narthex - $10,000 

4. Manse Repairs - Make additional repairs to the manse - $10,000 
 

All of these projects are critical to the safety and maintenance of our church and manse. As 
we move into the next phase of our capital campaign, we must remember our overriding 
objective of serving God, growing in grace and helping to meet the needs of our 
community. 
 

Our Council has formed the “Building up the Church” committee that includes  
Teresa Barensfeld, Barbara Conklin, Joel Dyslin, Mitzi Lobdell, David Pearce,  
and Ian Wing.  
 

Please consider contributing to this important effort as we need your prayerful help and 
support. 
 
God bless you all, 
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
“Building up the Church” Committee 
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CHURCH OFFICER RETREAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 29th, 10 am - 1 pm 
Austerlitz Town Park, Rt. 203 

 

Join us all Elders, Deacons  
and Trustees! 

 

St. Peter’s Church officers are invited to 

join in a summer retreat and potluck 
lunch at the Austerlitz Town Park, 

just above Spencertown Academy on 
Route 203. 

 
Together we will 

 
 Explore each of our calls to  

servant leadership 

 Reflect on our two-year journey 

together in transitional ministry  

 Refresh our souls with prayer,  

music and food 

 

Please bring a dish to share! 

 

 

ST. PETER’S 

WORSHIP 

TEAM! 
 

Join us for our 
next meeting on 

Sunday, July 14th 
after Worship 

 

Are you excited 
about what God is 

doing at  
St. Peter’s? 

 

Do you have ideas for creative and 
meaningful worship? 

 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, 
writing, speaking, story-telling?  

 
 

Join us for a fun planning meeting 
as we prepare for our next lay led 
worship services, to be held 
on July 28th and August 25th 

 

***************************************** 

COUNCIL MEETING 
REMINDER 

 

Just a friendly reminder that 

this month Council will 

meet on the second 

Wednesday, July 10th, due 

to the Fourth of July holiday. 
 

 
 

There are three ways to 
ultimate success: 

 

The first way is to be kind 
The second way is to be kind 
The third way is to be kind 

 
 

From Life’s Journeys  
According to Mr. Rogers 
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Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

Tuesday, July 16th 
 

We welcome any woman or friend of 
a member to come join our 
group.  We usually meet the third 
Tuesday of the month at different 
members' houses for potluck suppers 
or coffee and desserts. Please contact 
Denise Davis if you are interested at 
518-392-9690!  
 
We had a fun June meeting at 
Maria’s. Yummy snacks and good 
discussions. We all agreed that About 
Alice was an amazing love story. 
 
Date: July 16th at 6:30pm 

Host: Teresa Barensfeld 

Book: A Sand County Almanac  

   by Aldo Leopold 

 

Date: August 20th at 6:30pm 

Host: Mary Anne Davis 

Book: This is a Story of a Happy   

   Marriage by Ann Patchett 

 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
PLANNING MEETING 
Sunday, August 4th,  

after worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calling all Sunday school teachers, 

parents, youth and interested 
volunteers!  Join us for an informal 

time of sharing and brainstorming as 
we prepare for Sunday school  

in the coming year! 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO RESUME 

THIS FALL! 
 

Thank you to all of our 
young disciples, teachers, 
parents and families for 
making St. Peter's Sunday 
School such a special 
ministry!  Sunday School 
will not be held during the 
Summer and will resume 
in September. 
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ANNUAL JOINT COUNCIL & 

DEACONS POTLUCK MEETING 

 
 

WHEN: Wednesday August 7th, 6pm 

LOCATION TBD  

Please bring a dish to share! 

 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 Deacons to share with Council, 

Council to share with Deacons  

 Lynn to share update on  

Mission Study, transitional 

ministry process and plans for the 

coming year 

****************************** 

Annual Tea on the Green 

In July and August, our Deacons take a 
break from hosting coffee hour and we 
have our annual tradition of Tea on the 
Green. Volunteers are needed to host this 
Sunday after worship fellowship time event 
for the months of July and August. 
 

A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex 
and we hope you’ll be willing to provide the 
refreshments for fellowship time outside on 
the village green. Not able to do it alone? 
Why not ask a friend to help you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Annual  
 

 
                         
 

Sale 

 
The 2019 St. Peter's Trash and Treasure 
sale will be held over the weekend of 
August 17th from 9am-2pm and August 18th 
after worship from noon-3pm. As always, 
we need your trashy treasures and your 
treasured trash! Please let friends and 
neighbors know they may start dropping 
items off in the church basement beginning 
July 7th. 
 

Please hold off donating Christmas 
decorations for a couple months. We now 
sell those during our Christmas Bazaar. 
 

Other items we do not want include: VHS or 
cassette tapes, clothing, TVs, large 
furniture, car seats, cribs, computers, 
monitors or printers, skis/ski boots, 
household chemicals, paints, and stuffed 
animals. 
 

Volunteers are gratefully accepted to help 
organize and price the items beforehand, 
and/or assist visitors during the sale.  There 
are many ways you can participate and 
support St. Peter's during this fun summer 
event!  
 

Please contact Mindy Gardner at (917) 
975-8966 or mindy.gardner@gmail.com 
or Peggy Antos at (518) 392-6449 or 
peggy_antos@yahoo.com about 
volunteer opportunities or to arrange for 
donation pick-up services, if needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:%28917%29%20975-8966
tel:%28917%29%20975-8966
mailto:mindy.gardner@gmail.com
mailto:peggy_antos@yahoo.com
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FAITH SEEKERS  

New Members and Inquirers Class 
 

Sundays September 15th and 22nd   
9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship 
and family? 

Are you looking for a church home where you 
can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in 
prayer, worship and service? 

Would you like to become more involved in 
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week exploration of faith for those interested in 
becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  During our time together we will explore where God 

is calling us in this season and develop our own personal statements of faith.  New 
members will be welcomed into our church family on  

World Communion Sunday, October 6th.   
     

May this be a meaningful time of prayer and insight as you deepen your walk of faith.  
  

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are interested  
or have any questions! 

kLynnmhoran@gmail.com, 518-847-9115 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in  
My name, there I am among them."  

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 
 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Thank you for contributing to our 
offering during our Wednesday  

Lenten Worship Series! 
 

 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Disaster Relief & Refugee Ministries 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. (Isaiah 40:10) “Comfort my people” is a 

divine command people of faith are eager to obey. How many times we yearn to fulfill 

that command when we see pictures of hurricane destruction in Texas, Florida, Puerto 

Rico and the surrounding islands, a community gathered in candlelight vigil following 

violence in Charlottesville, or a child playing on hard baked ground between tattered tens 

in a refugee camp in South Sudan. 

 

We cannot touch them all…but we can pray, and we can give, and when we do, we 

become a visible witness of the loving heart of God, and the hands and feet of Jesus. 

What a gift that is to those who need healing and restoration…and to us, who long to be a 

part of the work of divine renewal and comfort. I am thankful today and know I represent 

just one small voice in a mighty chorus of grateful Presbyterians and survivors of disaster 

from all walks of life-that you have put love into tangible action, giving with such 

extraordinary generosity to support those in need. Your prayers and gifts enable 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and our partners across the globe to manifest God-with-

us, Emmanuel, to those in chaos and despair. Your generous gift is a gift that makes 

divine comfort real, helping those afflicted by disaster touch the tangible presence of 

Love. May peace be with you, in all seasons.  

 

In Christ’s peace, 

 

The Rev. Dr. Laurie A. Karaus 

Coordinator, Presbyterian Disaster Assistence 
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PASTOR’S 

WEEKLY OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –Wednesday, 

9am–1pm. Lynn is also available whenever 

needed for pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

************************************** 

PASTOR VACATION & PASTORAL 

CARE COVERAGE 
Pastor Lynn will be out of town Monday, 

July 1st through Sunday, July 7th. If you have 

a pastoral care emergency during this time, 

please contact Deacon Co-Chair Beth 

Cozzolino at (518) 391-5311. 
************************************** 

Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 
Week of July 7th: 

Tues 8:30- 12:30pm, Thurs 8:30-12:30pm, 
Fri 12-3pm 

***************************************** 

CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines are: Mar. 15th,  
Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 

Our next application deadline is 
September 15th 

***************************************** 

DEACONS’ 2019 CARING LIST 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is 

a concern to which we can offer 

prayers or support. This is an 

important part of our ministry as 

Deacons. Our first priority as 

Deacons is to you, our beloved community.  
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COE 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Jean Brower:  CON-DA 

(518-758-7394) 
 

Beth Cozzolino: E-HANS 

(518-392-6946 / cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Patricia McKeon: HARR-LI 

(518-392-3369) 
 

Peggy Antos:  LIV-PAT 

(518-392-6449) 
 

Sharon Wing:  PE-SMI 

(518-794-0237 / cell 571-216-6055) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: STA-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 

 

*************************** 
July Birthdays 

 

John Lange   7/3 

Adam Fischer  7/7 

June Keller   7/7 

Kate Lippert   7/10 

Ann McChord  7/11 

Louis Wambach  7/12   

Raeph Sanderson 7/13 

George Jahn   7/15 

Emma Braley  7/20 

Lael Cashen   7/21 

Peggy Shriver  7/23 

Teresa Barensfeld 7/25 

Galen Lange   7/29 

 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
http://saintpterspc.org/
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July Worship Leaders 
 

July 7th  Head Usher:      Jere Wrightsman 

      Assistant usher    Laura Corsun 

      Liturgist:       Robyn Coe 

      Communion Servers: Barbara Conkling 

                  Shirley Newsome 
 

July 14th  Head Usher:      Raeph Sanderson 

      Asst. Usher:       Pat Meess 

      Liturgist:        Mary Anne Davis 
 

July 21st  Head Usher:      Larry Massimo 

      Asst. Usher:      Kathy Geddie 

      Liturgist:       Ann McCord 
 

July 28th  Head Usher:      Randy Ezinga 

      Asst. Usher:      Mitzi Lobdell 

      Liturgist:       Worship Team 
 
 

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work? 
 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist, 
your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for 
each Sunday in the following month from the list.  Communion servers will also be selected 
for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month.  If an 
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know 
who it is. Thank you! 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well 
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

 

Come let us worship together! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
7:00 PM PNC Meeting 

3  
 

4  
Independence Day 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Worship 
Service with 
Communion followed 
by Tea on the Green 

8  
 

9  
7:00 PM PNC Meeting 

7:00 PM Trustees 
Meeting 

10  

7:00 PM Council 
Meeting 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Summer 
Sermon Series 
Worship Service 
followed by Tea on the 
Green 

11:00 AM Worship 
Team Planning 
Meeting 

15  
 

16  
6:30 PM Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

7:00 PM PNC Meeting 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
9:00 AM Deacons 
Meeting 

20  
Newsletter Articles 
Due 

21  
9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Summer 
Sermon Series 
Worship Service 
followed by Tea on the 
Green 

22  
 

23  
7:00 PM PNC Meeting 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM Lay-Led 
Worship Service 
followed by Tea on the 
Green 

29  
 

30  
7:00 PM PNC Meeting 

31  
 

 

For to be free is not merely to cast off one's 
chains, but to live in a way that respects and 
enhances the freedom of others. 

Nelson Mandela 

 


