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August 2019 
Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

This June I had the wonderful opportunity of gathering with our church officers for a summer retreat!  Through 

prayer, song, worship and meaningful discussion, we found new insights for our ministry together, which I’d 

like to share with you all! 
 

The theme of our retreat was “Appreciative Inquiry for Church Leaders.”  So, what is appreciative inquiry you 

might be wondering? 
 

“AI” first emerged in the fields of organizational psychology and business management, and is now making its 

way to the realm of congregational life!  And here are the foundational points that this important work is  

built on: 

8 Assumptions of Appreciative Inquiry 
 

1. In every society, organization, or group something works. 
 

2. What we focus on becomes our reality. 
 

3. Reality is created in the moment, and there are multiple 
 realities. 
 

4. The act of asking questions of an organization or group 
 influences the group in some way. 
 

5. People have more confidence and comfort to journey to the 
 future (the unknown) when they carry forward parts of the past 
 (the known). 
 

6. If we carry parts of the past forward, they should be what is best about the past. 
 

7. It is important to value differences. 
 

8. The language we use creates our reality. 
 

If we apply these truths to the context of ministry we can see that they are INCARNATIONAL, in that each of 

us, in our own lived experience of the Holy, brings something to the table. 
 

This approach to ministry is also RESSURECTION-ORIENTED, in that it seeks that which is life-giving 

even in the midst of loss or despair.  
 

So I ask you, which of these “guide posts” resonates most with you?  Are there some that you find more easy to 

apply in your life than others?  Which of these do find most important in our ministry together? 
 

This meaningful approach to ministry is alive and well here at St. Peter’s and I look forward to digging deeper 

as we seek God’s Spirit together!  
 

Peace and blessings,  
Pastor Lynn 
 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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“SPEAKING of SAMUEL” 
 

Join us as we continue our 
SUMMER SERMON SERIES!  

 
 

Sunday August 4th 

“Not Just a Boy” 
1 Samuel 17:31-37 

 
Sunday, August 18th 

“David’s Grief”  
2 Samuel 1:17-27 

        
                        Sunday September 1st 

“Keeping Vigil: 
The Story of Rizpah” 

2 Samuel 21:8-14 

 
 

The Books of First and Second Samuel together offer some of the most vividly 
human narratives in our holy Scripture.  Yet, these testimonies are often 

overlooked because of their complexity and ever-present conflict. 
 

This summer we will explore the fraught relationships between the first Kings 
of Israel - Saul and David.  We will hear the timeless words of the Prophet 

Samuel as he warns against the perils of human leadership.  And we will stand 
in awe of the bravery of a single act of protest by a grieving mother, Rizpah. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

“Now stand still and see this great thing,  
which the Lord will do in front of your eyes.”  

 
~ 1 Samuel 12:16 
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AUGUST WORSHIP 

 

Sunday, August 4th    
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching, 

Communion 
 

Sunday, August 11th   
Guest Preacher Rev. Jim Slater 

Special Beatles 
Inspired Worship! 

 
Sunday, August 18th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Sunday, August 25th     
Worship Team  

Leading Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

8/4/19 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost         

Semi-continuous                                                                   
Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43;       

Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21              

Complementary                   

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23; 

Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians 3:1-11;               

Luke 12:13-21 

8/11/19 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost                         

Semi-continuous                     

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20;                   

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;           

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16;             

Luke 12:32-40        

Complementary                  

Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16;             

Luke 12:32-40 

8/18/19 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost               

Semi-continuous                     
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 49-56    

Complementary                    

Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82; 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2;               

Luke 12:49-56 

8/25/19 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost        

Semi-continuous                        

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 

Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17          

Complementary                       

Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; 

Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 
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“BUILDING UP THE CHURCH” 
A Bi-Centennial Celebration 

2018-2020  
 

Dear Friends,         
 

We began our capital campaign for St. Peter’s Church in June 2018. Our objective was to 
raise $100,000. This campaign is part of our “Building Up the Church” Campaign with the 
Town of Austerlitz Bicentennial and will confirm our dedication to serving God and our 
community. 
Thanks to your faithful support, we have completed the fundraising for two of our projects: 
 

 The Furnace Project - Our two furnaces and the chimney liner have been replaced at a cost 

of $20,000.This cost was covered by $6,000 in memorial funds dedicated to capital projects 

of the church building and the manse, and by some borrowed church funds. 
 

 The Manse Window Project - All of the windows in the manse have been replaced at a cost 

of $25,000. This cost was covered by $8,000 in gifts to the capital campaign, as well as a 

grant from the Clara Gott Fund of $1,000, a grant from the Presbytery of $8,000, and an 

interest-free loan for $8,000 from the Presbytery. 
 

We currently have $10,710 to begin our other identified capital projects. These project and 
their estimated costs include: 
 

1. Church Ceiling - Repair portions of the ceiling now that the new roof is in place (our 

highest priority project) - $20,000 
 

2. Church Carpet - Replace carpet in the sanctuary and the narthex - $15,000 

3. Church Paint - Paint repaired ceiling, sanctuary and narthex - $10,000 

4. Manse Repairs - Make additional repairs to the manse - $10,000 
 

All of these projects are critical to the safety and maintenance of our church and manse. 
As we move into the next phase of our capital campaign, we must remember our  
over-riding objective of serving God, growing in grace and helping to meet the needs of 
our community. 
 

Our Council has formed the “Building up the Church” committee that includes  
Teresa Barensfeld, Barbara Conklin, Joel Dyslin, Mitzi Lobdell, David Pearce, and  
Ian Wing.  
 

Please consider contributing to this important effort as we need your prayerful help  
and support. 
 
God bless you all, 
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
“Building up the Church” Committee 
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St. Peter’s Church Building History 

 

Excerpts from article in St. Peter’s Press Summer 1998 issue written by Warren Braley  

Submitted by Grace Silvernale 
 

 

 

 

 

Tradition has it that the Church was built and used in the Village Green for many years before it 

was moved into the cemetery. Modern evidence supports this story as gravestones were still 

standing under the building when Dick Whiffen was a boy – ones that had not been appropriated 

for use as doorsteps (reported as far away as Chatham). A move such as this would horrify 

people today, but there is a story that the members wanted to move the church away from a bar. 

They did then own the cemetery and it is likely that the move was into a part of the cemetery 

where the graves were arranged in order of death rather than in family plots, a later custom. 

 

The relatively undisturbed cemetery and the obviously rearranged joists still seen overhead in 

the basement support the story that the building was taken down and pieces pulled across for 

reassembly rather than the tale of turning the whole building and pulling it across the road with 

oxen. Of course the early church was a much simpler building (no steeple, no foyer, no 

basements), though it may have had two floors as did many New England meeting houses. Our 

certificate of incorporation as St. Peter’s Church was adopted in the “Meeting House” in 1803. 

Notches for joists in the main cross timber in the west (1994) end of the church, thimble holes in 

the old chimneys at the second floor level, and the window arrangement on the three sides 

support the theory of a second floor. 

 

The church was “fitted up in modern style” in 1826 and the windows (now covered) in the back 

are in keeping with the story of a high pulpit in a sanctuary facing east. The late-comers in those 

days were forced to enter under the eye of the pastor while facing their more punctual friends. 

The chimneys were built of local brick after the church was moved and were inside the outer 

plaster wall. Corner posts, beams and these chimneys were later swallowed by an inner plaster 

wall which allowed the creation of the present arch – perhaps at the time the sanctuary was 

turned around. Presumably the steeple section was added at this time, perhaps in recognition of 

the change to the Presbyterian faith. 

 

 

 

 

To be continued in the next issue of St. Peter’s Press 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

PLANNING MEETING 
Sunday, August 4th,  

after worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calling all Sunday school teachers, 

parents, youth and interested 
volunteers!  Join us for an informal 

time of sharing and brainstorming as 
we prepare for Sunday school  

in the coming year! 
 

***************************** 

God never ceases to speak to us; but 

the noise of the world without, and 

the tumult of our passions within, 

bewilder u, and prevent us from 

listening to Him. All must be silent 

around us, and all must be still 

within us, when we would listen 

with our souls to this voice. It is still 

a small voice, and is only heard by 

those who listen to no other. Alas! 

How seldom is it that the soul is so 

still that it can hear when God 

speaks to it.                       

By Fenelon 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

 

ANNUAL JOINT COUNCIL & 

DEACONS POTLUCK MEETING 

 
 

WHEN: Wednesday August 7th, 6pm 

WHERE: The Home of Barbara Conkling, 

    267 Cemetery Rd. 

    East Chatham, NY 12060  
 

Please bring a dish to share! 

 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 Deacons to share with Council, 

Council to share with Deacons  

 Lynn to share update on  

Mission Study, transitional ministry 

process and plans for the coming year 

****************************** 

BEATLES-
INSPIRED 
WORSHIP! 

 
Sunday, 

August 11th 
 

 

 

Join Guest Preacher Rev. Jim Slater 
as he takes a new look at the most 

beloved Beatles songs, with a special 
reflection on Leonard Cohen’s 

moving piece “Hallelujah.” 
 

This music-filled worship experience 
is one that all ages will enjoy! 

Families are especially welcome! 
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2019 Annual  
 

 
                         
 

Sale 

 
The 2019 St. Peter's Trash and Treasure 
sale will be held over the weekend of 
August 17th from 9am-2pm and  
August 18th after worship from  
noon-3pm. As always, we need your trashy 
treasures and your treasured trash! Please 
let friends and neighbors know they may 
start dropping items off in the church 
basement until Monday, August 12th.  
 

Please hold off donating Christmas 
decorations for a couple months. We now 
sell those during our Christmas Bazaar. 
 

Other items we do not want include: VHS or 
cassette tapes, clothing, TVs, large 
furniture, car seats, cribs, computers, 
monitors or printers, skis/ski boots, 
household chemicals, paints, and  
stuffed animals. 
 

Volunteers are gratefully accepted to help 
organize and price the items beforehand, 
and/or assist visitors during the sale.  There 
are many ways you can participate and 
support St. Peter's during this fun summer 
event! Please contact Mindy Gardner at 
(917) 975-8966 or 
mindy.gardner@gmail.com or  
Peggy Antos at 518-392-6449 or 
peggy_antos@yahoo.com about 
volunteer opportunities or to arrange for 
donation pick-up services, if needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

Tuesday, August 20th 
 

We welcome any woman or friend of a 
member to come join our group.  We 
usually meet the third Tuesday of the 
month at different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee and desserts. 
Please contact Denise Davis if you are 
interested at 518-392-9690!  
 

Date: August. 20th at 6:30pm 

Host: Mary Anne Davis 

Book: This is a Story of a Happy    

  Marriage by Ann Patchett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************* 
 

    Homecoming Sunday 
     September 8th 

 
Join us for Homecoming Sunday as 

we celebrate Communion  
together and welcome back 

 our Sunday School! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

tel:%28917%29%20975-8966
mailto:mindy.gardner@gmail.com
mailto:peggy_antos@yahoo.com
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FAITH SEEKERS  

New Members and Inquirers Class 
 

Sundays September 15th and 22nd   
9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship 
and family? 

Are you looking for a church home where you 
can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in 
prayer, worship and service? 

Would you like to become more involved in 
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week exploration of faith for those interested in 
becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  During our time together we will explore where God 

is calling us in this season and develop our own personal statements of faith.  New 
members will be welcomed into our church family on  

World Communion Sunday, October 6th.   
     

May this be a meaningful time of prayer and insight as you deepen your walk of faith.  
  

Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are interested  
or have any questions! 

Lynnmhoran@gmail.com, 518-847-9115 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in  
My name, there I am among them."  

 

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 
 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Baptism of  
Cameron Charles Katan 

 
 

With joy and thanksgiving, on Sunday, 
July 14th, we celebrated the Baptism of 
Cameron Charles Katan,   9 month-old son 
of Sarah and  
Chris Katan of Claverack.   
The Katan family were also joined by 
Chris’ parents Madeline and Bob and 
Sarah’s parents Roseanna and Chuck.  The 
grandparents graciously hosted a lovely 
fellowship time after worship in 
celebration of Cameron’s baptism. 
 
What a blessing to gathering together as a 
church family as we welcome our youngest disciple! 
 
We also joyfully welcome Sarah Katan as a new member of St. Peter’s, via letter of 
transfer.  We look forward to offering a special welcome to Sarah and other new 
members on World Communion Sunday in October!  

 
 

~ Baptism Prayer ~ 
Gracious God, on this day we ask that You pour Your spirit over Your beloved child 

Cameron Charles Katan. Uphold him by Your love and grace, that he may have power 
to do your will.  Give him the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and reverence for the Lord, and the spirit of joy in 

Your Holy presence. 
Amen.  
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Update from the Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC) 
 

The PNC has been meeting regularly and 

working hard at their task of finding a 

permanent pastor.  We are in the process of 

looking at applications from pastors actively 

seeking a calling. 
 

We have learned so much about the  

process and each other.  This has given us 

the opportunity to strengthen our own 

religious beliefs. 
 

********************************* 

Annual Tea on the Green 

In July and August, our Deacons take a 
break from hosting coffee hour and we 
have our annual tradition of Tea on the 
Green. Volunteers are needed to host this 
Sunday after worship fellowship time event 
for the months of July and August. 
 

A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex 
and we hope you’ll be willing to provide the 
refreshments for fellowship time outside on 
the village green. Not able to do it alone? 
Why not ask a friend to help you. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Sandy’s Food Cupboard for Students 

 

Stay tuned for more information on 

donating to Sandy’s Food Cupboard for 

Students in the September issue of  

St. Peter’s Press. 

 

           Bill and Marion Ulmer’s 
60th Anniversary & 

Bill’s 90th Birthday Party   
September 7th at noon 

 

You are invited to an Anniversary 
and Birthday party at Marion and  
Bill Ulmer’s house (94 Kinderhook 
St. Chatham) on Saturday, 
September 7th from noon on in 
honor of their 60th wedding 
anniversary and Bill’s 90th 
birthday. Instead of gifts, items  
for the Silent Pantry would  
be appreciated. 

 

 
 
 
 

****************************** 
Hello from Bonnie Mesick 

 
Hi Everyone, 
This is a 
picture of a 
Bethal Church 
group at the 
Billy Graham 
Library and 
Museum. I 
found it very 
inspirational 
and 
educational. 
There was so 
much to see. I 
hope to  
go again  
next year.   
 
 Love, Bonnie 
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PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm. Lynn is 

also available whenever needed 

for pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
************************************** 

Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 
Friday     12pm - 3pm 
 

 
***************************************** 

CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines are: Mar. 15th,  
Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 

Our next application deadline is 
September 15th 

***************************************** 
To submit an 

article for the 

newsletter 

just email it to 

Shelley at the church office 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20th of each 

month. The submission deadline for the 

September issue is Tuesday, August 20th 

 
 

DEACONS’ 2019 CARING LIST 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is 

a concern to which we can offer 

prayers or support. This is an 

important part of our ministry as 

Deacons. Our first priority as 

Deacons is to you, our beloved community.  
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COE 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Jean Brower:  CON-DA 

(518-758-7394) 
 

Beth Cozzolino: E-HANS 

(518-392-6946 / cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Patricia McKeon: HARR-LI 

(518-392-3369) 
 

Peggy Antos:  LIV-PAT 

(518-392-6449) 
 

Sharon Wing:  PE-SMI 

(518-794-0237 / cell 571-216-6055) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: STA-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 
 

******************************** 

August Birthdays 
 

Randy Ezinga  8/2 
Patti Scheppman 8/2 
Doug Conkling  8/8 
Marion Ulmer  8/8 
David Hudson  8/10 
Jane Fischer   8/19 
Richard Fischer  8/19 
Dan Conkling  8/18 
Beth Cozzolino  8/23 
 
 

Happy Belated Birthday 
 

    Thomas Cozzolino 7/3 
    Hannah Cozzolino 7/13 
    John Cozzolino  7/19 

 

 

 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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August Worship Leaders 
Aug. 4th  Head Usher:      Jere Wrightsman 

      Assistant Usher    Kathy Geddie 

      Liturgist:       Peggy Antos 

      Communion Servers: Kurt Barensfeld 

                  Beth Cozzolino 

                  Jere Wrightsman 
 

Aug. 11th  Head Usher:      Raeph Sanderson 

      Asst. Usher:       Pat Meess 

      Liturgist:        Barbara Conkling 
 

Aug. 18th  Head Usher:      Larry Massimo 

      Asst. Usher:      Kevin Lippert 

      Liturgist:       Jennifer Lippert 
 

Aug. 25th Head Usher:      George French 

      Asst. Usher:      Carol French 

      Liturgist:       Worship Team 
 
 

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work? 
 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist, 
your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for 
each Sunday in the following month from the list.  Communion servers will also be selected 
for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month.  If an 
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know 
who it is. Thank you! 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well 
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

 

Come let us worship together! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
 

2  
9:00am Deacons 
Meeting 

3  
 

4  
Summer Worship 
Series “Speaking of 
Samuel” 

9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship with 
Communion followed 
by Tea on the Green 

11:30 Sunday School 
Meeting after worship 

5  
 

6  
7:00pm PNC Meeting 

7  
6:00pm Annual Joint 
Council and Deacons 
Meeting and Potluck 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Special 
“Beatles” Inspired 
Worship followed by 
Tea on the Green 

12  
 

13  
7:00pm PNC Meeting 

7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
9-2pm Trash and 
Treasure Sale 

18  
Summer Worship 
Series “Speaking of 
Samuel” 

9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
followed by Tea on the 
Green 

12-3pm Trash and 
Treasure Sale 

19  
 

20  
6:30pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

7:00pm PNC Meeting 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Lay-Led 
Worship followed by 
Tea on the Green  

26  
 

27  
7:00pm PNC Meeting 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Try your best to make goodness attractive. That’s one of the toughest assignments you’ll ever be given. 
From Life’s Journeys According to Mister Rogers by Fred Rogers 

 
 
 

 


