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Greetings St. Peter’s!
As we draw together as a community of faith, we bring incredibly
varied experiences and language that reflect our individual faith
journeys.
When we worship together, serve together and pray together, we
draw upon these unique encounters with God and we share them
with one another. The diversity of our lives of faith enriches our
understanding and knowledge of God, and that diversity is a gift!
Calling out the name of God is powerful, as it gives us a tangible
connection to a Presence that is so difficult to grasp. It can be a
life-long practice to become comfortable uttering the name of God,
to give voice to that relationship and to feel intimately connected
with our Creator.
However, our names for God can also be divisive. Various religions choose different names for God, and we
have often used this as the very basis for our separation from our brothers and sisters of other faiths. Certain
names for God have also reinforced political, social and gender inequalities.
As we attempt to give a name to the Nameless One, we are invited to utter that name with humility and also
awareness that God is far beyond our own limited language and knowledge. But offering a name for that Holy
Presence can be the very thing we need to believe, to trust and to live in relationship with God.
Who do you say that God is? What name do you call out in prayer and praise? Who has God been to you in
your life, and who is God now?

Almighty God Creator Adonai Holy One Shepherd Emmanuel
During our worship together on Homecoming Sunday, September 8th we’ll be looking back at the
foundations of our faith and exploring the many names of God. I invite you to reflect on a word or phrase that
makes you feel most connected to the Holy One, and we’ll use these many names during our worship together!
So, bring your faith, your curiosity, your questions, your openness. And most of all, bring many names!

Peace and blessings,
Lynn
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“SPEAKING of SAMUEL”
Summer Sermon Series
Sunday , September 1st
“Keeping Vigil: The Story of Rizpah”
2 Samuel 21:8-14
Join us as our summer sermon series on the Books of Samuel draws to an
end with the incredible story of Rizpah ~ a heroic mother who brought
redemption to the people of Israel and illustrates the power of Resurrection
life in the midst of strive.
“Now stand still and see this great thing,
which the Lord will do in front of your eyes.”
~ 1 Samuel 12:16

*****************************************************************************

“BRING MANY NAMES”
Fall Sermon Series
with Rev. Lynn Horan
Would you like to…
Explore the diverse names for God found in the Bible?
Connect with God using familiar words and images?
Expand your understanding of God with new language?
JOIN US in worship throughout September!
September 8th - “The Great I AM”
Hebrew roots and the names of God in the Creation story
September 15th - “Jesus – Sophia”
Greek roots and the use of gendered language
September 22nd - “Who do YOU say that I am?”
Honoring inclusivity and tradition with the Lord’s Prayer
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SEPTEMBER
LECTIONARY READINGS

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP

9/1/19

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Semi-continuous
Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16;
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16;
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Complementary
Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112;
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16;
Luke 14:1, 7-14
9/8/19

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Semi-continuous
Jeremiah 18:1-11;
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Philemon 1-21;
Luke 14:25-33

Sunday, September 1st
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching

Complementary
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1;
Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33

Sunday, September 8th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching
HOMECOMING Sunday with
Communion

9/15/19

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Semi-continuous
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14;
1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10

Complementary

Sunday, September 15th
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching

Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51:1-10;
1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10
9/22/19

Sunday, September 22nd
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Semi-continuous
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9;
1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13

Complementary

Sunday, September 29th
Worship Team Leading
Worship

Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113;
1
Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
9/29/19

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Semi-continuous
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15;
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 1
Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31

Complementary
Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146;
1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31
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“BUILDING UP THE
CHURCH”
A Bi-Centennial Celebration
2018-2020
Thank you to everyone one who has generously
supported our “Building up the Church Campaign!”
We commissioned the campaign in June 2018, with
a goal of $100,000 over two years. As of this August
we’ve raised $27,000 and have completed the following projects:
 Replaced two church furnaces and chimney liner
 Installed new energy efficient windows in the manse
If you have not already, please consider supporting this important campaign as we:
 Repair and paint sanctuary ceiling and narthex
 Replace carpet in sanctuary and narthex
 Additional manse updates
Thank you for your prayerful help and support as we continue to improve the safety and
energy efficiency of our church buildings!
If you have any questions or would like to support these efforts please see one of our
“Building up the Church” committee members:
David Pearce (chair), Teresa Barensfeld, Barbara Conklin, Joel Dyslin,
Mitzi Lobdell and Ian Wing.
****************************************************************************************

AUGUST TREASURER’S REPORT
As of the end of July, church income was
running 4% below budget ($2500) and
expenditure 2% above ($1200). This is a normal
pattern for this time of the year and expect that
with proceeds of Trash and Treasure and catch
up on pledges following the summer break, the
church will remain on budget with only a small
likelihood of having to draw on reserves.
As of mid August, approximately $27,000 has
been contributed to the capital campaign. Of
this, $8,000 was transferred to the Manse fund
leaving a current balance of around $19,000.
Ian Wing, Treasurer
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St. Peter’s Church Building History
Excerpts from article in St. Peter’s Press Summer 1998 issue written by Warren Braley
Submitted by Grace Silvernale

Continued from July Issue
About 1930 Val Steuerwald commenced the herculean task of putting a real foundation and a basement
under St. Peter’s. Dick Whiffen and Charles Rundell were in the crew that helped. When you are in the
basement give some thought to the chore of getting those steel beams into place as the massive wooden
posts were removed.
Val’s old gas-powered stationary mixer is still around despite all the shovels of sand, gravel, and cement
the boys threw into it. Some of the gravel was not very clean and the bonds between separate days’ work
were not very good so the walls always leaked. (Mitzi remembers ice on the basement floor). Then the
basement excavation began with pick, shovel, and wheelbarrow. A “one-lunger” powered the elevator
that filled a one-yard truck for the trip to the back of the cemetery. Bones were segregated and reburied.
There is no record of the erection of the wall that set the east balcony or Tower Room apart (hence
“Tower Club” which met there). That partition, a massive Victorian pulpit, a second-hand chandelier
(with cupids), and bleachers (supposedly for slaves) in the side balconies were removed as a part of the
“restoration” Committee’s work about 1956. This group, chaired by the late Dr. Merle Suter, was
charged with restoring the 1826 appearance. They spent days researching New England Churches and
settled on the present internal appearance and lighting. Harold Dexheimer build the balcony railings and
present removable pulpit with its railings at that time. The wall sconces were presented by Tower Club
as a Memorial to long-time Treasurer Edna Tilley. The Cross was made and hung by Youth Group
member Delmer Goodrich, Jr., with help from his trusty father. The black walnut was provided by Elder
Herman Hoffsted.
The congregation had grown enough and the heating system (present two furnaces – 1954) was good
enough so that the services could be held regularly in the Sanctuary instead of in the Tower Room. The
choir and the first Memorial organ then moved to balcony. The replacement Conn organ installed in the
1980s was lifted through the window courtesy of our local utility company. Mice and chipmunks plague
it as they did the older organs.
The four East and West chimneys – at least one stove to each – were taken down below roof line in the
1950s,. The last of the attic offsets (to bring the top close to the peak of the roof) and the main flues
were removed in 1993 at the time the emergency doors were installed, a part of the Capital Improvement
Fund program of that year.
When the concrete foundation was poured and the basement excavated a cold air duct or tunnel was left
under the floor along the south side of the basement. This served a one-pipe furnace (later in town
garage) which was located in a pit in the restroom area and near the present chimney. The coal bin was
in the corner where the old tank (replaced in 1994) now is. The tunnel still serves utilities. First the
kitchen (no water or drain) was at foot of stairs, but was moved to west end in the early 1950s when
Tucker Wenk got permission to run water, sewer, and electric lines down Cemetery Road and over the
bank to a dry well (location unknown) and a properly separated shallow well (covered) on George
Barden’s property. The shallow well pump at this well was moved to the furnace room later. The
pressure line serving the restrooms goes through the tunnel, across the basement, and in front of
Cemetery to the Manse (replaced about 1990 and modified for elevator in 1993).
To be continued next month
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Homecoming Sunday
September 8th with Pancake
Brunch after Worship

Women’s Unabridged
Book Group
Tuesday, September 17th

Join us for Homecoming Sunday as
we celebrate Communion together
and welcome back our Sunday
School! Join us after worship for a
special Pancake Brunch hosted by
our Sunday School!

We welcome any woman or friend of a
member to come join our group. We
usually meet the third Tuesday of the
month at different members' houses for
potluck suppers or coffee and desserts.
Please contact Denise Davis if you are
interested at 518-392-9690!
Date: September 17th at 7:00pm
Host: Open. If you would like to host,
please contact Denise. If we do not have
host, we will meet at St. Peter’s
Fellowship Hall for tea and dessert at
7pm on September 17th.
Book: Chosen by a Horse: A Memoir
by Susan Richards

********************************

ST. PETER’S WORSHIP TEAM!
Join us for our next meeting on
Sunday, September 15th
after Worship
Are you excited about
what God is doing at
St. Peter’s?

**************************

Do you have ideas for
creative and
meaningful worship?

PC(USA) IMMIGRATION
RESOURCES

Do you have gifts of
music, reading,
writing, speaking,
story-telling?

If you are interested in
learning more about how
the Presbyterian Church
(USA) is advocating for
immigrant communities
and individuals, please
visit:

Join us for a fun planning meeting as
we prepare for our next lay led worship
services, to be held September 29th

http://oga.pcusa.org/section/midcouncil-ministries/immigration/
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FAITH SEEKERS

New Members and Inquirers Class
Sundays September 15th and 22nd
9:00am in the Fellowship Room
Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship
and family?
Are you looking for a church home where you
can deepen your faith?
Do you see yourself growing spiritually in
prayer, worship and service?
Would you like to become more involved in
the life and ministry of St. Peter’s?
Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week exploration of faith for those interested in
becoming a member of St. Peter’s. During our time together we will explore where God
is calling us in this season and develop our own personal statements of faith. New
members will be welcomed into our church family on
World Communion Sunday, October 6th.
May this be a meaningful time of prayer and insight as you deepen your walk of faith.
Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are interested
or have any questions!
Lynnmhoran@gmail.com, 518-847-9115

“For where two or three are gathered in
My name, there I am among them."
~ Matthew 18:20 ~
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Fieldtrip to
The Clark Art Institute
September 12th
12 – 1:15 pm
Looking & Lunching:
The 40-Part Motet

You are invited to Spem in Alium (Hope in Any Other) by Renaissance composer
Thomas Tallis (1505-1584) which is the basis for an acclaimed sound sculpture by artist
Janet Cardiff (b. 1957). The 11-minute piece, on loan from the National Gallery of
Canada, is The Clark Art Institute’s first sound installation and repeats throughout the
day in 14-minute intervals. Tallis’ masterpiece utilizes 40 parts (forming 5 choirs of 8
voices). Members of the Salisbury Cathedral Choir were individually recorded. Each
voice comes through its own speaker, with the speakers arranged in an oval formation
throughout the glass-enclosed Michael Conforti Pavillion. Patrons can listen
surrounded by the chorus of voices and also focus on the sound and silence of the
individual voices. You can experience the best of English choral music in a new and
intimate way.
Members of Canaan Congregational Church, St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal
Church, and St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church can join with other patrons of the museum
for a gallery talk featuring The Forty-Part Motet, on exhibit through 9/15, in its
Looking and Lunching program on 9/12. Brad Wells, founder and artistic director of
Grammy Award-winning vocal group Roomful of Teeth, will offer a half-hour
presentation in the gallery and continue the discussion over lunch. You can either bring
your lunch or arrive 20 minutes early to order your lunch from the Clark’s café. It’s
likely that our group can stay after 1:15 to gather our responses and reflect on our
experience.
Admission to The Clark Art Institute, 225 South Street, Williamstown (clarkart.edu) is
free for members, children, and students with i.d. and $20 for non-members. Paid
admission includes two consecutive days (10 a.m.-5 p.m.). Patrons will be free to visit
The Clark’s permanent collections, other special exhibits (Renoir, Ida O’Keeffe, and the
Venice Biennale), and library. The Clark’s beautiful 140-acre campus includes a
reflecting pond, lawn, meadows, and walking trails. The Looking & Lunching program
is included with admission. Parking at The Clark is free. Car-pooling is encouraged.
Kindly be in touch with each other and the pastors/rector of your
respective churches, so we will know to expect you.
We hope you can be with us!
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Albany Presbytery Fall Retreat
“Discipleship: I Do and I Will”

Living Out Our Ordination Vows
Ballston Spa Presbyterian Church
Saturday, September 14th
9:30-3:30 pm
(9am snacks and fellowship)
Come join other church officers in the Albany Presbytery as we share
with each other how we understand and live out our ordination vows
in the church and in the world.
All are welcome!
and especially those who have served, are currently serving or would like to serve
as a Deacon, Ruling Elder or Teaching Elder.
NO COST to attend and free lunch and dessert is included!
To register please email Vice-Moderator, Michael Burkley, directly at
vicemoderatoralbanypresbytery@gmail.com
For more info please visit:
https://albanypresbytery.org/events/fall-koinonia-retreat-2019
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REFLECT

RECHARGE

REFRESH

At the

CAREGIVER’S RETREAT
Centered around

Hildegard of Bingen
1098 - 1179

Composer, Writer, Visionary
Saturday, 21st September 2019
10 AM – 3 PM
Old Chatham, NY
Presentations, Small groups, Lunch, Reflective Exercises

You, Friends and Hildegard
Call for information and tickets (518) 794-0237
Spaces are limited.
Tickets $30

Scholarships available
Hosted by: Swim Wing Productions
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Sandy's Cupboard

Prayers and
Support for
Morgan Patterson
Deane

The Chatham School District
has been experiencing a
socioeconomic shift the last
several years and now has 40%
of students on the free and
reduced lunch program. Most
students are identified at the Elementary and
Middle levels, and the high schoolers tend to
go unnoticed because of their age or stigma.
As a District we've been working very hard
the last two years to become more
knowledgeable and supportive of our students
in need. For decades we have done Christmas
mittens - purchasing gifts for in need families
to give at the holidays. The Elementary
School has a backpack program where
students take food home for weekends. So
good work is being done....but more certainly
can.
Last year, with the help of a few Church
members, I set up a basket in my prep room
(there is also a refrig/freezer and microwave)
where I kept snacks, fruit, and frozen lunches.
It was initially for a student I had on the
Robotics Team but quickly morphed into
something bigger. Students from both my
neighbor's and my classes learned of the
available food and would ask when they were
hungry if we had something to eat. And then
it spread to their friends - we would have a
random kid every now and again come in and
say "I heard you had snacks - could I get
one?". Many a time I have given up part of my
own lunch when a student has said they were
hungry and didn't have any food.
This upcoming year, we have a dedicated
teacher's aide coordinating a "closet" that will
house snacks and toiletries. I don't know
exactly how that is going to work, but am
excited that it will reach the larger population
much more quickly. We, at St. Peter's, are
hoping to do a monthly collection for that
closet - providing snacks and toiletries
(feminine products are already available in all
the restrooms). I will keep you all up to date
as this program moves forward and as always,
I am so grateful for this church community
and its most generous heart.
Thank you, Sandy Fischer

We gather our hearts together in prayer for
Morgan as she continues cancer treatment
in Manhattan.
For those who would like to receive regular
updates on her journey, please visit:
https://my.lotsahelpinghands.com/c
ommunity/senseoftumor.
If you would like to offer financial support
you can also visit the following
“GoFundMe” page set up by Morgan’s
friends and family:
www.gofundme.com/f/you039regoing-to-need-a-sense-of-tumor.
For those of you who do not know Morgan,
she is the adult daughter of one of our dear
church members Phillip Patterson. Phillip
served as a devoted Deacon at St Peter's for
many years and near the end of his life,
Phillip prayerfully hand-wrote the beautiful
King James Bible in the back of the
sanctuary.
Morgan is so grateful for the love and
support she has received from her church
family at St. Peter's, and we continue to lift
her up in prayer for God's strength and
healing presence.
*****************************************
Sincere Thanks from the Deacons
for the Generous Response to Our
Children's Book Drive!

We now will deliver our Book Boxes for
our Libraries for Laundromats Project.
We will keep two "libraries" stocked - one
at the laundromat in Greenport and one
at the laundromat in Valatie.
Thank you for making this fun reading
opportunity possible!
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THANK YOU FOR
ANOTHER
SUCCESSFUL
TRASH &
TREASURE SALE!

PASTOR’S
WEEKLY OFFICE
HOURS
Lynn’s weekly office
hours are Monday –
Wednesday, 9am–1pm. Lynn
is also available whenever needed for
pastoral care emergencies.

Thank you to
everyone who made our annual Trash
& Treasure sale another great success!
From those who donated goods to those
who purchased them, and all our
volunteers, we couldn’t have done it
without you!
And a special word of thanks to our
team leaders Peggy Antos and
Mindy Gardner!
Our proceeds totaled $3,336, which will
support the ministries of St. Peter’s!
***************************************

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115
Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
**************************************
Tuesday 11am - 3pm
Thursday 9am - 1pm
Friday 10:30am-1:30pm

From The
Ghent Food
Pantry

*****************************************

CLARA GOTT FUND
APPLICATION DEADLINES
The Clara Gott Fund application
deadlines are: Mar. 15th,
Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th
Applications for assistance from the
Fund are available at all times on the
church bulletin board in the front hall
and on our website at
saintpeterspc.org. Church members
are urged to call this to the attention of
those who might want to apply.
Our next application deadline is
September 15th

As always, the Ghent
Food Pantry
appreciates your
continuous support, aiding us to serve
the families in our community
***************************************

Bill and Marion Ulmer’s
60th Anniversary &
Bill’s 90th Birthday Party
Sept. 7th at noon
You are invited to an Open
House/Luncheon at Marion and
Bill Ulmer’s house (94 Kinderhook St.
Chatham) on Saturday, September 7th
from noon on in honor of their 60th
wedding anniversary and Bill’s 90th
birthday. In lieu of gifts, please bring a
non-perishable donation for
the silent food pantry. Please
RSVP Marion at
518-392-4022

*****************************************

To submit an
article for the
newsletter
just email it to
Shelley at the church office
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20th of each
month. The submission deadline for the
October issue is Friday, September 20th
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The Two Front Wheels

DEACONS’ 2019 CARING LIST

Submitted by Mary Wambach

Please let a Deacon know if
there is a concern to which we
can offer prayers or support.
This is an important part of
our ministry as Deacons. Our
first priority as Deacons is to you, our
beloved community.

Father and son were trying to bring
Their thoughts to the same conclusion,
But their discussion only ended
In misunderstanding and confusion,
On one thing they did agree
Lives are like a family car,
The two front wheels aligned in front
Are in the position the parents are.

The alphabetical list is divided as follows:
Kathy Geddie: A-COE
(518-610-9002)

No matter how many miles you go
The front wheels stay ahead,
And never can the back wheels catch
The front wheels’ tire and tread.
Time and space cannot be spanned
Youth and age think the same,
Each should be given consideration
Not condemnation and blame.

Jean Brower:
CON-DA
(518-758-7394)
Beth Cozzolino: E-HANS
(518-392-6946 / cell 518-391-5311)
Patricia McKeon: HARR-LI
(518-392-3369)

Through our children we experience
What our parents before us felt,
The criticism, doubts and heartache
That thoughtlessness has dealt.
The years have a way of mounting
While youth time eventually steals,
And posterity moves up to assume
The role of two front wheels.

Peggy Antos:
LIV-PAT
(518-392-6449)
Sharon Wing:
PE-SMI
(518-794-0237 / cell 571-216-6055)
Jennifer Lippert: STA-YOU
(518-392-6813)

Through adversities and bitter defeat
In sadness and humility we look back,
Reconstruct new views from conflicts
Into every past thought and act.
It is only by living and experiencing
Sense perceptions the same way,
That we reach a common understanding
Know each other’s heart someday.

September Birthdays
m

Leslie Newton
Elaine Fairall
Sandy Gaylord
Roby Harrington
Timothy Davis
Jeff Braley
Willard Ulmer
Mitzi Lobdell
Larry Massimo

9/2
9/3
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/6
9/10
9/22
9/22
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September Worship Leaders
Sept. 1st

Head Usher:
Assistant Usher
Liturgist:

Jere Wrightsman
Joel Dyslin
Mary Anne Davis

Sept. 8th

Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:
Communion Servers:

Raeph Sanderson
Pat Meess
Ann McCord
Sharon Wing
David Pearce

Sept. 15th Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Randy Ezinga
Mitzi Lobdell
Barbara Conkling

Sept. 22nd Head Usher:
Asst. Usher:
Liturgist:

Larry Massimo
Kevin Lippert
Nancy Ordman

Sept. 29th Head usher:
Asst. usher:
Liturgist:

George French
Carol French
Worship Team

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work?






If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist,
your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each
month for worship.
Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for
each Sunday in the following month from the list. Communion servers will also be selected
for Communion Sunday.
An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month. If an
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know

who it is. Thank you!


A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.

Come let us worship together!
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Sun

1

Mon

2

Summer Worship
Series
9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship
followed by fellowship
time downstairs

8

9

Homecoming Sunday
9:00am Choir
10:00am Worship with
Communion and
Sunday School
followed by Sunday
School pancake brunch

15

16

9:00am Choir
9:00am New Members
& Inquirer’s Class
10:00am Worship and
Sunday School
followed by fellowship
time downstairs
11:30 Worship Team
Planning Meeting after
worship

22

23

9:00am Choir
9:00am New Members
& Inquirer’s Class
10:00am Worship and
Sunday School
followed by fellowship
time downstairs

29
9:00am Choir
10:00am Lay-Led
Worship and Sunday
School followed by
fellowship time
downstairs

Tue

Wed

3

4

7:00pm PNC Meeting

7:00pm Council
Meeting
7:00pm Choir

10

11

7:00pm Trustees
Meeting
7:00pm PNC Meeting

7:00pm Choir

17

18

6:30pm Women’s
Unabridged Book
Group
7:00pm PNC Meeting

7:00pm Choir

24

25

7:00pm PNC Meeting

7:00pm Choir

Thu

5

Fri

6

Sat

7

9:00am Deacons
Meeting

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

30
“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind
word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of
caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.”
– Leo Buscaglia
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