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February 2020 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
As our congregation and the Albany Presbytery prepare for our Service of 
Installation on Sunday February 23rd, I am so incredibly grateful as this 
special gathering will bring together people from throughout our Presbytery, 
including those who have nurtured me throughout my call to ministry. 
 

Many of you have asked about my roots in the Presbyterian Church and 
especially my journey within the Albany Presbytery, which I am happy to share 
here as a reminder of how “connectional’ our denomination is: 
 

Roots in the Presbyterian Church: 
You could say I am a “cradle” Presbyterian, baptized as an infant and confirmed 
as a young adult, at Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church in Guilderland, NY.  I 
continue to feel deeply connected to this congregation, whose members have known me and supported me 
throughout my entire life 
 

Finding My Voice in the Denomination:  
After my first year of college, I was nominated by the Albany Presbytery to attend the 214th General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), as a Youth Advisory Delegate serving on the Committee for National Issues.  
Working to develop positions on immigrant rights and the inclusion of all individuals regardless of sexual 
orientation, I became deeply inspired by our denomination’s commitment to social justice. 
 

Leadership in my Home Church: 
After graduating from college I returned to the Capital Region working on health policy for the New York 
Senate and felt drawn to leadership within my home congregation at Hamilton Union.  During this time I 
served on our Mission and Social Justice Committee and was ordained as a Ruling Elder. 
 

Entering the Mission Field ~ Peru 
With the support of my home church and the Albany Presbytery I embarked on a year of mission work in 
central Peru, joined by 50 other volunteers serving internationally in the Young Adult Volunteer Program of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA).  During this year of service, I worked alongside survivors of domestic abuse 
and sexual violence and learned how to build community in ways I had never experienced. 
 

Returning to the Mission Field ~ Schenectady 
After my year of service in Peru I knew there was great need in my own community, and I began working with 
homeless women and children at the Schenectady City Mission.  It was an important time of discernment as I 
felt God might be calling me to life-long ministry. 
 

Seminary and Beyond 
As God’s voice continued to call me, I became “under care” of the Albany Presbytery as a candidate for 
ministry, completed my studies at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and received the call to be 
pastor of Concord Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, DE.  But before I embarked on this new chapter as a 
pastor, I returned home to Hamilton Union, where I was ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in 
August, 2014.    
 

I am so grateful to be returning to my roots in the Albany Presbytery as pastor at St. Peter’s, serving a 
congregation that reminds me so much of my home church in Guilderland, which first showed me the love of 
Christ and the transformative power of God’s gathered people! 
 

Thank you for calling me to serve alongside you in Christ!  
 

With deep gratitude, Pastor Lynn 
 

My Presby-Journey 
 

 

 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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February Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, February 2nd   
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching  

Mission Development Meeting 
 

Sunday, February 9th   
Guest Preacher  

Rev. Jane Brady Close 
 

Sunday, February 16th    
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
Celebrate St. Peter’s Choir! 

 
Sunday, February 23rd    

Worship Team  
Leading Worship 

 
******************************** 

The Key to Serenity  
By Helen Steiner Rice 
Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

When you know and believe 
Without question or doubt  

That in all you do 
God is there to help out, 

You hold in your hand the golden key 
To peace and joy and serenity. 

 

FEBRUARY 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

 

2/2/20 Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 

Corinthians 1:10-18; 

Matthew 4:12-23 

2/9/20 Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10];             

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

2/16/20 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or 

Sirach 15:15-20;           

Psalm 119:1-8; 1 

Corinthians 3:1-9;     

Matthew 5:21-37 

2/23/19 Transfiguration of the Lord 

Exodus 24:12-18;         

Psalm 2 or Psalm 99; 2 

Peter 1:16-21;          

Matthew 17:1-9 

2/26/19 Ash Wednesday              

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; or      

Isaiah 58:1-12;              

Psalm 51:1-17;                     

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
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MISSION DEVELOPMENT 
MEETING 

 

Sunday February 2nd  
After Worship  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Let justice roll down like waters  
and righteousness, like a  

never-failing stream! 
 

~ Amos 5:24 ~ 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Join us for an exciting 
brainstorming meeting as we 

explore mission opportunities in the 
New Year! 

 
Learn about important changes to 

our mission funding structure that 
will enable greater congregational 

participation!  
 

Review priorities and insights 
from our “Fields of Faith” Mission 

Study. 
 

ADD YOUR VOICE to this 
IMPORTANT DISCUSSION! 

 
 

KITCHEN AND 
FELLOWSHIP ROOM 

CLEAN DAY! 
 

Saturday February 1st 

10am-1pm 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Help make our gathering 
space fresh and clean in the 

New Year. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Pastor Study Leave  
The Week of Feb 3rd 

 

Pastor Lynn will 
be on study leave 
during the week 
of February 3rd, 
participating in a 
silent retreat at 
the Art of Living 

Retreat Center in Boone, NC. 
 

During this time, please contact 
Beth Cozzolino (Deacon’s Co-
Chair) for any pastoral care 
emergencies. 
 

We also welcome Rev. Jane Brady 
Close as guest preacher. 
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WE            
ST. PETER’S CHOIR 

Sunday, February 16th 
 

Join us during worship as we 
celebrate our beloved  

St. Peter’s Choir! 
 

Special liturgy and prayer of 
thanksgiving during worship 

followed by a festive fellowship time. 
 

Please bring a 
treat to share,  
(Chocolate and 

Valentine’s-
themes goodies 
are especially 

welcome!  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 

“LOVE NOTES” 

SPECIAL MUSIC CONCERT 

ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
 

Friday, February 7th 6:30 PM 
 

Join local vocalist,  

Nellie Rustick, and friends 

for a special winter concert 

that will include familiar 

musical tunes, love songs 

and other old favorites! 

Tickets $15 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday, February 26th 

Potluck at 6pm, Worship at 7pm 
 

(Choir rehearsal at 7:30pm) 
 

Children and families are welcome! 
 

Ash Wednesday is a door that is opened 

before us, inviting us into the holy season 

of Lent.  As we receive the ashes, we 

partake in an ancient ritual that speaks of 

grief and mourning.  Yet this ritual is 

also a courageous act of returning to  

God and accepting our humanity  

before our Creator. 
 

We gather for many reasons, some we 

can claim and others that remain a 

mystery.  Yet we gather to know that we 

are part of something.  We want to 

remember that we belong to something 

beyond our immediate selves. 

And we gather together to affirm the 

hope that in life and in death, 

we belong to God. 
 

As we begin our Lenten journey together, 

may you find peace amidst 

God’s presence and within  

our community of faith. 
 

Then the Holy One formed the human from 

the dust of the ground and breathed into the 

nostrils the breath of life, and the human 

became a living being. 

~ Genesis 2:7 ~ 
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The Albany Presbytery  

           Warmly invites you to a Service of Worship 
 

  To Install 
  The Rev. Lynn Horan  

   As Pastor of  
    St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 

 

  Sunday February 23rd, 3pm 
   St. Peter’s Church 

 
All Teaching Elders are invited to wear red stoles. 

                                                                                               
An offering will be taken to assist candidates for 

ordination with the costs of their education. 
 
A reception will follow in the fellowship room. 
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FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
For New Members and Inquirers 

 
Sundays March 8th and 15th   

9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship and family? 

Are you looking for a church home where you can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in prayer, worship and service? 

Would you like to become more involved in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week exploration of faith for those interested in 
becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  We will share our own faith journeys and 

discern where God’s Spirit is leading us in our community of faith! 
 

New members will be received into membership during worship on  
Palm Sunday, March 5th  

   
Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are interested!  Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in My name,  

there I am among them."  

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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“We Are the Church Together” 
Report from the Congregational and Fundraising Committee 

 

 
"I am the church; you are the church.  We are the church 

together.  I will follow Jesus all around the world, yes, we 

are the church together."   

 

A few months ago I was surprised when Luke led the 

children in that song that I remember playing over and over 

for my Sunday school classes in Hong Kong.  A pleasant 

flashback and a reminder that we at St Peter's are part of a 

very significant God who is bigger than we all can hope or 

imagine.  A similar flashback came to me as I remember that 

I am now a relative newcomer to the block and yet. . . 30 

years ago when we were arranging to move some of our 

"stuff" to the USA, it was St. Peter's who happened to 

advertise a treasure and trash sale and I could conveniently 

pass off my treasures to others who might want to extend their use.  Could I have imagined then 

that I would years later take my place in the history of St Peter's Church in Spencertown that 

would continue the long tradition of raising funds as well as the higher cause of helping many 

people rid themselves of unneeded clutter.  

 

God is apparently at work in St. Peter's Church that has so few members and yet outputs such 

excellence at every turn.  The Christmas Bazaar just finished with the most delicious chili and 

cornbread and chocolate cake and ice cream I can imagine.  The cookie walk that Bonnie and 

Donna showed to us, we learned it from them and continued it.  The handmade crafts and 

gorgeous quilt stay in our memory even if we did not win it.   Last spring there was a garden 

sale that got many of us digging and planting bulbs and there was also an Australian barbeque 

that saved us the trip “downunder” because we got a real taste of bangers and mash from  

Ian and Sharon.    And there was the baby shower for Chantal that just kind of appeared and 

grew pink balloons from the trees and a table laden with such wonderful food thanks to  

Nona and John.   

 

Congregational Life at St. Peter's is good and we see with our eyes that the fundraising 

follows.  I am thankful for the strength and energy of a myriad of long and short timers at  

St Peter’s who used their supernatural strength and ability, seasoned with lots of love and care, 

to give us sweet and long lasting memories. 

 

With gratitude for indulging my memories, I respectfully submit my piece for the annual 

congregational meeting of St. Peter's Church. 

 

Submitted by Peggy Antos 
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Women’s Unabridged Book Group 
 

 

We welcome any woman or friend of a member to come join our group. 
We usually meet the third Tuesday of the month at different members' houses  

for potluck suppers or coffee and desserts. Please contact Denise Davis if you are 
interested at 518-392-9690

 
Date: February 18th 6:30pm        Date: March 17th at 6:30pm 
Book: Barracoon: The story of the       Book: Midnight’s Children 

   Last "Black Cargo” by Zora Neale Hurston    by Salman Rushdie 
 

January Outing 
 

“The museum, WCMA for short, had some fascinating exhibits, and the descriptions 
were often intriguing and sparked discussion among ourselves and with one of the 
docents. There were two rooms that were closed, with exhibits being installed. We 
talked about going again, both to see the new shows and to explore the town -- in 
warmer weather! Because of the imminent snowfall, we hightailed it back to NY State 
and had lunch in New Lebanon, at the Blueberry Hill Market Cafe, which I'd been 
wanting to go to for years and finally did! Many good lunch choices and a big enough 
seating area that we had no problem finding a table for all of us.”     Teresa Barensfeld 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Denise Davis 
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DO YOU FEEL CALLED  

TO SERVE  

AS A DEACON? 

Here at St. Peter’s, the prayerful 
work of our Deacons make our faith 

community a place of welcome 
hospitality, care and nurture. 

 

Through our Deacons ministry, the 
compassion of Christ is shared 

during our fellowship gatherings 
after worship, phone calls and visits 

to those in need of comfort, 
providing of food and transportation 

to those who are homebound, and 
much much more! 

 

If you feel called to serve in this 
important way for our church family 

and larger community… 
 

Please call or email  
Rev. Lynn Horan 

lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
OR 

 Barbara Conkling, Chair, 
Nominating Committee 

barbara.conkling@gmail.com 
 
 
 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's grace: 

~ 1 Peter 4:10 ~ 

 
 

ST. PETER’S NOW HAS  
AN AED! 

 

Thanks to our Mission 
Development Fund, 

St. Peter’s now has an AED  
(Automated External Defibrillator) 

 

Located downstairs on the wall next 
to the piano. 

 

The following individuals attended a 
RED CROSS training in November and 
can be called upon to use the AED:  
 

Sharon Wing, Patricia McKeon,  
Barbara Conkling, Barbara Smith,  

Larry Massimo and Lynn Horan 
************************************************************ 

Continued Prayers for  
Morgan Deane 

 

We continue to hold in prayer Morgan 
Patterson Deane as she continues cancer 
treatment and recovers from surgery.  
Although her GoFundMe campaign is doing 
quite well, donations are still welcome.  
 

www.gofundme.com/f/you039re-going-
to-need-a-sense-of-tumor. 
 

If you would like to donate but are leery of 
doing so online, you may send donations to 
our church office, checks  
to be made out directly to Morgan Deane, 
and donations will be forward to her 
directly.   
************************************************************ 

 

CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application deadlines 
are: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and  
Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the Fund 
are available at all times on the church 
bulletin board in the front hall and on our 
website at saintpeterspc.org.  Church 
members are urged to call this to the 
attention of those who might want to 
apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
March 15th 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.conkling@gmail.com
http://saintpterspc.org/
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ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter just 

email it to Shelley at the church office 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20th of 

each month. The submission deadline for 

the March issue is Thursday, Feb. 20th 

 

******************************** 
MEN’S GROUP and 

DOCUMENT FILM NIGHTS 
The Men’s Group meets throughout the 

year at the Chatham Grill with a focus on 

social justice issues. In addition, a 

number of film nights are held with 

everyone invited. If you would like to be 

included on our mailing list to find out 

about upcoming film nights and/or group 

meeting dates, or have any questions, 

please contact Wayne Coe at 

waynecoe@gmail.com. 
 

************************************** 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm. Lynn 

is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

************************************** 
Tuesday 11am - 3pm 

 
Thursday 9am - 1pm 

 
Friday 10:30am-1:30pm 

 
Week of February 23rd Hours 
Mon and Tues 9am-2:30pm 

 

***************************************** 

DEACONS’ 2020 CARING LIST 
 

Please let a 

Deacon know if 

there is a concern 

to which we can 

offer prayers or 

support. This is an 

important part of 

our ministry as Deacons. Our first 

priority as Deacons is to you, our 

beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Peggy Antos:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-6449) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 
 

************************************************** 

February Birthdays 
m 

Linda Bolluyt   2/6 
Emily Gaylord  2/6 
Donna Staron  2/16 
Casen Waldorf  2/19 
Peggy Antos   2/24 
Margy Quinn   2/25 
Rev. Lynn Brown 2/27 
Marie Fischer  2/27 
Carol French  2/28 
Samuel Lareau  2/28 

 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 
 

************************************************** 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:waynecoe@gmail.com
mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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February Worship Leaders 
 

Feb. 2nd  Head Usher:      Jere Wrightsman 

     Assistant Usher:    Randy Ezinga 

     Liturgist:       Mindy Gardner 

     Communion Servers: Barbara Conkling 

                 David Pearce 

                 Sharon Wing 
 

Feb. 9th  Head Usher:      Raeph Sanderson 

     Asst. Usher:       Pat Meess 

     Liturgist:        Sandy Fischer 
 

Feb. 16th Head Usher:      Larry Massimo 

     Asst. Usher:      Mary Anne Davis 

     Liturgist:       Kurt Barensfeld 
 

Feb. 23rd Head Usher:      George French 

     Asst. Usher:      Carol French 

     Liturgist        Worship Team 
 

 

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work? 
 
 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist, 

your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for 
each Sunday in the following month from the list.  Communion servers will also be selected 
for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month.  If an 
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know 
who it is. Thank you! 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well 
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
 

Come let us worship together! 
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  ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
10am-1pm Kitchen and 
Fellowship Room 
Clean Day 

2  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service with 
Communion and 
Sunday School 

11:30am Mission 
Development Meeting 
after worship 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
7:00pm Choir 

 

6  
 

7  
8:30am Deacons 
Meeting 

6:30pm “Love Notes” 
Special Music Concert 
at St. Peter’s 

8  
 

9  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship 
Service and Sunday 
School 

10  
 

11  
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

12  
7:00pm Choir 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am St. .Peter’s 
Choir Celebration 
Worship Service and 
Sunday School 

17  
 

18  
6:30pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

19  
7:00pm Choir 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Lay-Led 
Worship Service and 
Sunday School 

3:00pm Installation 
Service for Rev. Lynn 
Horan 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Ash Wednesday 

6:30pm Potluck 

7:00pm Ash 
Wednesday Service 

7:30pm Choir 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2020

