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March 2020 

Greetings St. Peter’s,  
 

When I joined the Trustees a couple weeks ago to assess the repairs needed for our sanctuary 

ceiling, I had a very educational and also deeply spiritual experience. 
 

As I looked up, tracing the plaster with my eyes, I started to see the story behind the ceiling’s 

surface.  I saw the layers of paint that show the different stages of renovation over the past 

two and half centuries.   
 

I felt like a geology student looking at the various layers of the earth’s strata, wondering what 

life was like during each new era of change. 
 

In the exposed area above the chancel, I saw the wooden-slat laths tightly woven together, 

which I was told are original to the building and have proven to be very sturdy. 
 

I also saw patches of plaster that have replaced older damaged areas.  The outlines of newer 

paint and material look like fading scars, wounds that have healed but whose story remains. 
 

As I started noticing these ceiling details, it reminded me of how we look at the Cross.  
 

Most of us have grown up with the image, the history, the theology of the Cross.  It’s something we are familiar with, and 

perhaps have just folded into our other understandings ofk faith.  It’s been with us all along, when we’ve needed it and 

also when we’ve maybe turned away, distracted by other things. The Cross has always been there, like a 260 year-old 

church building, like the protective ceiling that hovers over us each Sunday.  
 

But now, as we enter the season of Lent, we have the opportunity to look a little closer at what this Cross means to us:  
 

Does the Cross offer us comfort, a reminder of God’s goodness and grace?  Or does the Cross give us a sense of 

anxiety as it reflects the violence that humanity is prone to? 
 

Is our understanding of the Cross one that was built long ago by others and we are struggling to make it fit within our 

own understandings?   
 

Has the wood changed shaped after all these years and if so, what does the Cross mean to us today? 
 

As we start to look at the Cross more closely, we might find some cracks or exposed areas of our faith ~ questions and 

uncertainties that we haven’t considered before.  And that’s an okay place to be.    
 

Let us enter this Holy season with a willingness to look deep within the eroding plaster and broken wood that make up 

who we are as a people of faith.  It is there where Christ’s Light finds space to emerge, giving us new insight into who we 

are as God’s people!  

 

Lenten blessings, 
Pastor Lynn 
 
 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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WORSHIP DOWNSTAIRS  

DURING LENT 
 

Thank you all for your 

patience and flexibility as 

we move forward with our 

repairs of the Sanctuary 

ceiling! 

 

We have been enjoying the 

more informal and intimate 

space of worship 

downstairs. 

 

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10am in the 

downstairs Fellowship Room! 

 

 

We hope to return to the Sanctuary 

by Easter Sunday. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

 

 

CROSS OF HANDS 
 

During the Season of Lent you are invited to trace your hand on a 

piece of paper, in a variety of different skin colors.   

 

On the paper hand you may then write a word or phrase that 

represents what the Cross means to you. 

 

You may then place your hand on the Cross in the front of our 

downstairs sanctuary, representing that we are all touched by the 

Cross in different ways. 
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“Collecting Crosses” 

Lenten Sermon Series 
 

As we journey through the Season of Lent, a time of returning and renewal, we will return to the 
familiar yet puzzling image of the Cross. 

 
What does the Cross mean in your life of faith?  

 
Through our worship in Lent, you are invited to bring in crosses from your home and, which have 
special significance for you and your family.  We will collect the crosses on the Communion Table 

throughout Lent and dedicate them together on the Fifth Sunday of Lent. 
 

                    LENT 1 
                        “Collecting Crosses” 

 

                   LENT 2 
                          “Second Chance Crosses” 

 

                   LENT 3 
                          “Reclaiming the Crucifix” 

 

                   LENT 4 
                      “Hill Cross” 

                                                                      
           LENT 5 
          Lay-led Worship 
Dedication and Sharing of Crosses 

 

                                                  PALM SUNDAY 
                                                                   “Glass Cross” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

For the word of the cross is foolish to 
those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 

~ 1 Corinthians 1:18 ~ 
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Dear St. Peter's Church Family, 
 

Thank you all so much for the incredible celebration for my installation as your pastor!  It was such a 

joy to bring together so many special people who have journeyed with me in my path of ministry! I'm 

especially grateful to those who helped lead the worship service and helped plan the wonderful 

reception!  I am so blessed to be here among you and to serve as your pastor! 
 

With deep gratitude, 

Pastor Lynn 
 
Thank to Laura Smith from Hamilton Union and Kathy Geddie from St. Peter’s  for sharing these pictures.  From left to right in each row: 
 

Lynn with her parents Bill and Charlotte - Joel Dyslin reading Scripture - Rev. Beth Illingworth sharing the sermon message 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rev. Michael Burkley offering the installation liturgy - Rev. Stewart Pattison giving the charge to Lynn - Rev. Lynn Brown giving the charge  

 to the congregation – Rev. MJ Pattison sharing the offertory music 

 

 

The reception following the service 
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ONE GREAT HOUR 

OF SHARING 

Denominational Offering 
 

for 
Hunger Relief 

Disaster Assistance 
Self Development of People 

 
You are invited to participate in 
this special offering throughout 

the Lenten season.  Special 
offering envelopes are available 

downstairs. Our collective offering 
will be dedicated on  

Palm Sunday, April 5th . 
 

Please help us reach our goal of 
$2,000! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

JOIN US! 
 

Wednesday Lenten  

Dinner and Worship  
 

6pm Soup & Sandwich Dinner 

7pm Worship 

At rotating Chatham-area churches 
 

Due to our sanctuary ceiling repairs,  

St. Peter’s will not be hosting this year.   

Pastor Lynn will be preaching at St. James 

Church on Wednesday, March 18th. 
 

Wednesday, Wednesday, March 4th  

at Ghent Reformed Church 

1039 Co Rt. 22, Ghent, NY 

with Father George Fleming 
 

Wednesday, March 11th  

at Chatham Reformed Church 

23 Kinderhook St, Chatham, NY 

with Rev. Gloria Jimpson 
 

Wednesday, March 18th   

at St. James Catholic Church 

Rt.203 & Rt. 66, Chatham 

with Rev. Lynn Horan 
 

Wednesday, March 25th  

Payne AME Church 

6 High St., Chatham 

with Rev. Carl Franson 
 

Wednesday, April 1st   

at Chatham United Methodist Church  

3 Kinderhook St., Chatham  

with Preaching Elder Bonnie Pflegl 

You shall be called repairers  
of the breach. 
~ Isaiah 58 ~ 
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HOME COMMUNION 

TRAINING 
 

Sunday March 1st, After Worship 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Do you feel a deep sense of God’s 

presence when you receive Communion? 

Would you like to share that experience 

with those who are sick or homebound? 

Would you like to serve the church in a 

simple yet profound way? 

 

Join us on Sunday March 1st, for an 

informal Home Communion Training! 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

MARCH COUNCIL 

        MEETING 

Tuesday, March 3rd, 7pm 

 
Council members please note that our 

March Council meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, March 3rd 

(instead of Wednesday), due to the 

Wednesday Lenten Worship program. 

 
 

 
 

ST. PETER’S 

WORSHIP 

TEAM! 

Join us for our 

next meeting on 

Sunday Mar. 8th, 

after Worship 
 

Are you excited 

about what God 

is doing at  

St. Peter’s? 
 

 

Do you have ideas for creative and  

meaningful worship? 
 

Do you have gifts of music, reading, 

writing, speaking, story-telling?  
 

Join us for a fun planning meeting as we 

prepare for our next lay led worship 

service, to be held on March 29th. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 

Women’s Unabridged  
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman or friend of 
a member to come 
join our group.  We 
usually meet the 
third Tuesday of the 
month at different 
members' houses 
for potluck suppers or coffee  
and desserts. Please contact  
Denise Davis if you are interested at 
518-392-9690!  
 

Date: March 17th at 6:30pm 

Book:  Midnight’s Children  

    by Salman Rushdie 
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FAITH SEEKERS CLASS 
For New Members and Inquirers 

 
Sundays March 8th and 15th   

9:00am in the Fellowship Room  

 

Do you seek a sense of belonging, fellowship and family? 

Are you looking for a church home where you can deepen your faith? 

Do you see yourself growing spiritually in prayer, worship and service? 

Would you like to become more involved in the life and ministry of St. Peter’s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Join Rev. Lynn Horan in this 2-week exploration of faith for those interested in 
becoming a member of St. Peter’s.  We will share our own faith journeys and 

discern where God’s Spirit is leading us in our community of faith! 
 

New members will be received into membership during worship on  
Palm Sunday, April 5th  

   
Please see or contact Lynn Horan if you are interested!  Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in My name,  

there I am among them."  

~ Matthew 18:20 ~ 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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MISSION 
DEVELOPMENT 

MEETING 
 

Sunday March 22nd,  
after worship 

 

 
Join us as we make plans for 

new mission and outreach 
opportunities in our community!   

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 
At our last meeting we discussed: 

 

Prayer shawl ministry 
Sunday School Service Trip 

Lecture Series on  
Social Justice Themes 

Monthly Community Night 
(games, music, etc) 

 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY  
POT ROAST 

DINNER 
 

EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME! 

 

Saturday, March 21
st
 5 pm – 7 pm 

Takeout available at 4:30pm  

(served in recyclable containers) 

For questions or to place an order call 

518-392-3386 or text 518-929-3250 

Pot Roast Dinner with Red Potatoes 
& Gravy, Homemade Sweet & Sour 

Red Cabbage, Carrots, Buttered Rolls, 
Assorted Homemade Desserts 

Tea, Coffee 

$15.00 FOR ADULTS 
$7.00 FOR AGES 6-10  

 

*********************************** 

Pysanky Workshop 
Saturday, March 28th Noon-2pm 
 

Pysanky is an age-old 
Eastern European art, 
rich in history and 
symbolism. It is 
traditionally a quiet, 
prayerful, and 
contemplative act, but 
it also is lovely as a 

community project and very satisfying to 
work alongside others making these 
beautiful eggs. 
 

This is a free workshop, and supplies will 
be provided. All ages and abilities are 
welcome – children must be accompanied 
by an adult. We use candles and small 
writing tools (kitskas) that hold hot wax! 
Also, the dyes are permanent, so please 
dress appropriately. To register or for 
more info call Frances – 518-392-2675 

 

 

Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s 
marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 

~ 1 Chronicles 16:24 ~ 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+16%3A24&version=ESV
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WE          ST. PETER’S CHOIR 
 

On Sunday, February 16
th

 we celebrated our beloved choir and music 

director, Luke Olivieri, with a special liturgy and prayer of 

thanksgiving followed by a festive fellowship time. 

Special thanks to our Deacons for organizing this special celebration! 

Pictured here are (back row) Jeff Kiplinger, Wayne Coe, John Lange (front row) Nona Lange, Shirley Newsome, 
Nancy Ordman, and Luke Olivieri. Out of town but present in spirit are Sandy Fischer and Peggy Antos  
Photos by Randy Ezinga 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ 
 

             Presbyterian Mission 
           SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

 

We give thanks to you for your support of Special Offerings, our collective  
witness to the love of Jesus Christ. By participating, your congregation joins 
 other churches to change lives around the world through the ministries of 
compassion, advocacy, development, peacemaking, Christian formation, 
education and witness. 
 

On December 31, 2019, we received $315.00 for the Peace and Global Witness 
Offering. Your congregation’s giving, when combined with that of others, will 
share the love of Christ with those in need. 
 

In Christ, 
PC(USA) Mission Agency 
 
 

“…Be generous and willing to share. In this way, you will lay up treasure for yourselves as a 
firm foundation for the coming age, so that you may take hold of the life that is truly life.” 

 

~ 1Timothy 6:18b-19 ~ 
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    Time to order 
Easter Plants 

       For the Sanctuary 
 

Here is the order form for this year’s 
plants. 

 

Mitzi Lobdell will again be faithfully 
taking orders for Easter plants to 
adorn the sanctuary. Please make 

checks payable to Mitzi Lobdell. 
Orders need to be in by  
Monday, March. 30th. This year’s 
offering is as follows: 
 

Type of Plant   Price  Number 
Ordered 

(Please circle desired plant) 
 
6” Easter Lilies  $9.75 each    ______ 
6” Reiger Begonias $10.50 each ______ 
6” Hyacinths $7.00 each   ______ 
6” Tulips   $7.00 each   ______ 
6” Azaleas  $17.00 each   ______ 

 
Contributor’s Name 
______________________________ 
 
In loving memory of 
______________________________ 
  (or) 
In honor of 
_____________________________ 
 
Plants may be taken after the  
Easter Service. 
_____  I will pick up plant. 
 
_____  Please give the plant to 
someone sick or to a shut-in. 

 

 
 

Sanctuary Ceiling  
Repair Update 

 
The Trustees are meeting weekly 
regarding the sanctuary ceiling. They are 
accepting bids for the ceiling repair and 
meeting with contractors.  
 

The bell area has a temporary fix so that 
we can continue our long standing 
tradition of ringing the bell every 
Sunday morning.  
 

We are optimistic that we will be 
worshiping in our beloved sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday.  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

 

Watch out for frogs 

crossing the road! 

 
Illustration created by Anjelica 
("Jelly") Milin using markers. 

 
 
 



 11 

Continued Prayers for  
Morgan Deane 

 

We continue to hold in prayer Morgan 
Patterson Deane as she continues cancer 
treatment and recovers from surgery.  
Although her GoFundMe campaign is 
doing quite well, donations are still 
welcome.  
 

www.gofundme.com/f/you039re-
going-to-need-a-sense-of-tumor. 
 

If you would like to donate but are leery 
of doing so online, you may send 
donations to our church office, checks  
to be made out directly to Morgan 
Deane, and donations will be forward to 
her directly.   
************************************************************ 

 

CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines are: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th,  
Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
March 15th 

 

******************************** 
ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter just 

email it to Shelley at the church office 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net by the 20th of 

each month. The submission deadline for 

the April issue is Friday, March 20th 

 

******************************** 
 

MEN’S GROUP and 
DOCUMENT FILM NIGHTS 

The Men’s Group meets throughout the 

year at the Chatham Grill with a focus on 

social justice issues. In addition, a 

number of film nights are held with 

everyone invited. If you would like to be 

included on our mailing list to find out 

about upcoming film nights and/or group 

meeting dates, or have any questions, 

please contact Wayne Coe at 

waynecoe@gmail.com. 
 

************************************** 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm. Lynn 

is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

************************************** 
 

Tuesday 11am - 3pm 
 

Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 

Friday 10:30am-1:30pm 
 

******************************** 
 

Daylight Saving begins 
Sunday, March 8th 

 

Don’t forget to set your 
clocks ahead one hour 

 

******************************** 
 

http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:waynecoe@gmail.com
mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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DEACONS’ 2020 CARING LIST 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a concern 

to which we can offer 

prayers or support. 

This is an important 

part of our ministry as 

Deacons. Our first 

priority as Deacons is 

to you, our beloved 

community. 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Peggy Antos:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-6449) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 
 

************************************************** 

March Birthdays 
m 

Paul Greene     3/2 
Meredith Hansen   3/2 
Ermengarde Culley  3/3 
Grace Ann Silvernale  3/3 
Stephen Brown    3/7 
Joel Dyslin     3/9 
Wendy Diskin    3/11 
Luke Olivieri     3/12 
Jere Wrightsman   3/16 
Jennifer Lippert    3/16 
Paul Pitman     3/17 
Connelly Cashen   3/20 
Betty Dallas     3/20 
George Wenk    3/26 
Carol Taylor     3/27 
David Bolluyt     3/29 
Jean Brower     3/29 

 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

The Legend Of The Dogwood 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

There is a legend, that at the time of 
the Crucifixion the dogwood had 
been the size of the oak and other 
forest trees. So firm and strong was 
the tree that it was chosen as the 
timber of the cross. To be used thus 
for such a cruel purpose greatly 
distressed the tree, and Jesus, nailed 
upon it, sensed this, and in His 
gentle pity for all sorrow and 
suffering said to it: “Because of your 
regret and pity for MY suffering, 
never again shall the dogwood tree 
grow large enough to be used as a 
cross. Henceforth it shall be slender 
and bent and twisted and its 
blossoms shall be in the form of a 
cross . . . two long and tow short 
petals. And in the center of the outer 
edge of each petal there will be nail 
prints, brown with rust and stained 
with red, and in the center of the 
flower will be a crown of thorns, and 
all who sees it will remember.” 
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March Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 1st  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching, 

Communion 

Home Communion Training  

after worship 

 

Sunday, March 8th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Worship Team planning meeting 

after worship 

 

Sunday, March 15th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, March 22nd    

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, March 29th   

Worship Team Leading Worship 

Bring a cross to worship to share! 

 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 
LECTIONARY READINGS 

 

 

3/3/20 First Sunday in Lent    

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; 

Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19 

3/8/20 Second Sunday in Lent  

Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17;    

John 3:1-17 or         

Matthew 17:1-9 

3/15/20 Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95 

Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

3/22/20 Fourth Sunday in Lent         

1 Samuel 16:1-13;       

Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; 

John 9:1-41 

3/29/20 Fifth Sunday in Lent              

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; 

Romans 8:6-11;              

John 11:1-45 
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March Worship Leaders 
 

Mar. 1st  Head Usher:       Jere Wrightsman 

     Asst. Usher:       Mary Anne Davis 

     Liturgist:        Nancy Ordman 

     Communion Servers:   Barbara Conkling 

                 Wendy Diskin 

                 Kurt Barensfeld 
 

Mar. 8th Head Usher:        Raeph Sanderson 

     Asst. Usher:        Pat Meess 

     Liturgist:         Joel Dyslin 
 

Mar. 15th Head Usher:       Larry Massimo 

     Asst. Usher:       Mitzi Lobdell 

     Liturgist:        Jennifer Lippert 
 

Mar. 22ndHead Usher:       Randy Ezinga 

     Asst. Usher:       Kathy Geddie 

     Liturgist        Shirley Newsome 
 

Mar. 29thHead usher:        George French 

     Asst. usher:       Carol French 

     Liturgist:        Worship Team 
 

How does the Monthly Worship Leader list work? 
 

 If you are a regular worshiper or have expressed interest in serving as an usher or liturgist, 
your name will be included in a rotating list of people which will be selected from each 
month for worship. 

 Each month our Office Administrator Shelley will schedule two ushers and one liturgist for 
each Sunday in the following month from the list.  Communion servers will also be selected 
for Communion Sunday. 

 An email will be sent to all the worship leaders signed up for the coming month.  If an 
individual is not available for their given Sunday, they will reach out to someone serving that month and 
switch dates. *Please find your own substitute if needed and let the church office know 
who it is. Thank you! 

 A calendar of the month's worship leaders will be included in our monthly newsletter as well 
as posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

Come let us worship together! 
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► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
First Sunday of Lent 

9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship with 
Communion and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

11:30am Home 
Communion Training 
after worship 

11:30am Clara Gott 
Fund Meeting after 
worship 

2  
 

3  
7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

4  
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
& Worship at Ghent 
Reformed Church 

7:00pm Choir 

 

5  
 

6  
8:30am Deacons’ 
Meeting 

7  
 

8  
Daylight Saving 
Begins 

9:00am Choir 

9:00am Inquirers/New 
Members Class 

10:00am Worship and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

11:30 Worship Team 
Meeting after worship 

9  
 

10  
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting 

11  
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
and Worship at 
Chatham Reformed 
Church 

7:00pm Choir 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
Clara Gott Fund 
Application Deadline 

9:00am Choir 

9:00am Inquirers/New 
Members Class 

10:00am Worship and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

 

16  
 

17  
6:30pm Women’s 
Unabridged Book 
Group 

18  
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
and Worship at Saint 
James Catholic Church 

7:00pm Choir 

19  
First Day of Spring 

20  
 

21  
5-7pm Pot Roast 
Dinner 

22  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Worship and 
Sunday School 
followed by Fellowship 
Time 

11:30am Mission 
Development Meeting 
after worship 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
and Worship at Payne 
AME Church 

7:00pm Choir 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
12pm-2pm Pysanky 
Workshop 

29  
9:00am Choir 

10:00am Lay-Led 
Worship and Sunday 
School followed by 
Fellowship Time 

30  
Easter Plant order 
deadline 

31  
 

 

If you spend more time praying for people instead of 
talking about them, you would get better results. 

Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/April-2020
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Irish Soda Bread  Dorrie Kern’s recipe 
 
6 cups flour 
1 tbsp. baking powder 
1 tbsp. baking soda 
1 cup sugar 
1 ½ tsp. salt 
2 eggs, beaten 
4 cups buttermilk (or milk and 
vinegar mixture) 
2 sticks of butter 
2 cups of raisins 
1 tsp. caraway seeds (seeds were 

omitted for St. Peter’s St. Patrick’s 
dinner) 

 
Combine dry ingredients, including raisins. Lightly beat eggs into 
buttermilk. Combine buttermilk, egg mixture with dry ingredients. Stir 
and add butter. Note: if adding seeds, add to dough before kneading. 
Place on hard surface to knead dough. (If too dry add a little more 
buttermilk.) Knead dough. Form into loaves and make round. Cut a 
cross on top of the bread. Place on a greased sheet or 2 large casserole 
dishes. Bake 60 minutes at 350 degrees. If it bakes too fast, put 
aluminum foil on top of dish.  

 
 

“This is the recipe I received from Dorrie Kern. Every year for the March  
St. Patrick’s Day dinner, Doris Kern made this Irish soda bread for our church’s 
St. Patrick’s dinner. Please omit the caraway seeds, as she discovered that a lot of 
people couldn’t eat the bread with seeds, in it. I happened to be one of them. I’ve 
made this bread every year as long as I was able to do it.”  ~ Mary Wambach 


