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WELCOME TO ALL, and especially to visitors and 

newcomers to Spencertown. We’re glad you’re here! Please let 
us know of your presence here today by completing the pew 

card in front of you. Also, please join us for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments after worship. 

 

Those parts of the service that are intended to be spoken 
or sung by all are noted in BOLD 

 

An *ASTERISK* marks places during the service when 
worshipers are invited (but by no means required) to stand. 

 

Today’s Hymns are: #223, #268, and #634 



GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Throughout Lent we've been collecting and sharing different crosses, as we 
explore the many different ways we understand the cross.  As we seek 
connection with each other and the larger community, you are invited to 

leave crosses outside St. Peter's on the front railing.   
Sharing these crosses will serve as a powerful reminder for us and our 

community that the Body of Christ is alive and well! 
*NOTE: Please bring crosses that you don't mind getting rained  

on and/or taken by visitors who may need some hope and  
light during this time. 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

GATHERING WORDS                                 Rev. Lynn Horan 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                         
O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, has a 

wondrous connection for me; 
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above to bear it 

to dark Calvary.  
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I 

lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it 

someday for a crown.   
Let us come before the Cross and worship God. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  No. 223 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
   (Walter Rauschenbusch, Prayers of the Social Awakening) 

O God, give us, we pray You, a heart that is open to all 
the joy and beauty that You offer.  Free our souls of the 
blindness that comes from preoccupation with the things 
of this life, and of the shadows of passions, to the point 
that we no longer see nor hear, not even when the 
burning bush at the roadside is afire with  



Your glory.  Give us a broader sense of communion with 
all living things, to whom You gave this world as a home 
along with us.  

(Time of silent prayer) 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                        No. 442 v. 2 
Just as I am, though tossed about, 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears, within, without,  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FORGIVENESS  
  (From I Believe in the Resurrection of the Body by Rubem Alvez) 

Justification by grace: life is given, as a surprise, 
unexpectedly. 

It does not sprout from our being, eaten by fear. 
But it comes to us from the depths of a mystery, without 

our having done anything. 
Riding on the wind that blows where it wills. 

Mysterious wind, beyond what we can, when we 
cannot, despite our not being able. 

Thanks be to God, 
for in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                         No. 581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning,  
Is now, and ever shall be:  
World without end.   
Amen, Amen! 

 

ENCOUNTERING GOD’S WORD 
 

GREEK SCRIPTURE READING                      Romans 5:1-8 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                              Rev. Lynn Horan 



CHILDREN’S HYMN     In Christ Alone 
There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 

 

And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

After the hymn, the children will come around to collect our food offerings. 
 

SERMON                  Reclaiming the Crucifix      Rev. Lynn Horan 
 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE Crown Him With Many Crowns  No. 268 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                      
After the opening words of prayer, you are invited to voice any prayers 

that are on your heart this day.  We will begin with prayers of 
supplication or need, with the congregation following each prayer with  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayers. 
We will then share prayers of gratitude and thanksgiving, with the 

congregation following each prayer with  
Lord, we give You thanks. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                               
Our (Creator, Mother, Father), who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 



THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY                If I Had a Hammer         by Pete Seeger 
If I had a hammer, I’d ‘a’ hammer in the morning, I’d ‘a’ hammer in the evening 
all over this land. I’d ‘a’ hammer out danger, I’d ‘a’ hammer out a warning, I’d 

‘a’ hammer out love between my brothers and sisters all over this land. 

If I had a bell, I’d ‘a’ ring it in the morning, I’d ‘a’ ring it in the evening all over 
this land. I’d ‘a’ ring out danger, I’d ‘a’ ring out a warning, I’d ‘a’ ring out love 

between my brothers and sisters all over this land. 

If I had a song, I’d sing it in the morning, I’d sing it in the evening all over this 
land. I’d sing out danger, I’d sing out a warning, I’d sing out love between my 

brothers and my sisters all over this land. 

Well, I got a hammer and I got a bell and I got a song to sing! all over this land. 
It’s the hammer of justice, it’s the bell of freedom, it’s a song about love between 

my brothers and sisters all over this land. 

The St. Peter’s Choir 
Pianist & Music Director Luke Olivieri 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                             No. 607 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, we trust in Your power, even as it is often 
found in weakness; in Your wisdom, even as it is 
expressed in seeming foolishness; in Your wholeness, 
even as it comes to us amid brokenness.  Even in our 
own frailness, let us find Your strength that we may 
help others find You.  Open our hands, wounded and 
tired as they may be, that we may share with others the 
great blessing of Your love.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 



SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

*SENDING HYMN           To God be the Glory              No. 634 
 

*PASTORAL CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                         
 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION      Sevenfold Amen    Led by Choir 
 

*GREETING OF PEACE                               
Since God has made peace with us, let us make peace with 
 each other. 
The peace of Christ be with you all! 
And also with you. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 
You are invited to share the Peace of Christ by bowing to 

one another as we enjoy a time of fellowship together! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Rev. Lynn Horan’s office hours: Sun through Wed 9am - 1pm, 
with availability for pastoral during her office care emergencies at any 
time. If you would like to meet with Lynn hours, please contact her 
directly to arrange a convenient time and place. Rev. Horan can be 
reached by cell at 518-847-9115 or lynnmhoran@gmail.com. 
Church office hours: Tues 11am-3pm, Thurs 9am-1pm, and  
Fri 10:30am-1:30pm Telephone: 518-392-3386 
 
COLLECTING CROSSES 
Throughout Lent we've been collecting and sharing different crosses, 
as we explore the many different ways we understand the cross.  As 
we seek connection with each other and the larger community, you 
are invited to leave crosses outside St. Peter's on the front railing.   
 

Sharing these crosses will serve as a powerful reminder for us and our 
community that the Body of Christ is alive and well! 
 

*NOTE: Please bring crosses that you don't mind getting rained on 
and/or taken by visitors who may need some hope and light during 
this time.  
 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN DINNER AND SERVICE 
Have been postponed at this time. 
 
COMMUNITY POT ROAST DINNER 
Has been postponed at this time. 
 
EASTER PLANTS POSTPONED 
As we make plans for our worship location for Easter Sunday 
(Sanctuary or Fellowship Room), we felt it was most practical to 
cancel the Easter plant sale. If you have already made an order and 
would like a refund, please call the church office or you are welcome 
to keep it as a donation to the flower fund. We look forward to a 
future plant sale when we dedicate the new sanctuary ceiling. 
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