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Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

As we prepare to re-engage with community life over the next several 

weeks, I’ve been thinking a lot about the experience of “re-entry.”   
 

There are different kinds of “re-entry,” some easier than others, an 

astronaut re-entering the Earth’s atmosphere, a patient returning to their 

family after a long hospital stay, an individual who has been incarcerated 

re-entering society and family relationships.   
 

In my own life, the “re-entry” that had the most lasting effect on me was 

my return to the United States after having spent a year in Peru as a 

Presbyterian Youth Volunteer.  Below are some excerpts from a blog 

article I wrote during my journey home. 
 

 “Landing” July 2009 ~ 

 

I feel like I’ve been coming home for the past several weeks, months even. In the countdown I began in the 

upper margins of my journal. In the final letters I mailed to close friends, sealed for the last time with Peruvian 

postage stamps. In the packing and repacking that I did during my last days, pulling out one more item to give 

away with each farewell gift I was given. 

 

My last ride over the mountains brought me to Lima where I stayed for a week with the other volunteers. We 

spent most of our time in a quiet Catholic retreat center in the middle of the city, preparing our hearts and 

minds for “re-entry,” as if returning from outer space. 
 

I don’t think any of us knew what returning would look and feel like, but there was a sense that we might and 

surely would encounter a sense of the unknown, even in our own home towns. 
 

Near the end of my long journey home, as the plane began to lower over the Hudson River Valley, I was able to 

simply gaze longingly and lovingly at the landscape below.  I’ve never felt so instinctively attached to a 

particular patch of earth. The color of the trees, the bend in the river, even the imagined smell of pine. 
 

As we drew closer to the ground, more details of life appeared - elements that proved I was no longer in Peru. 

Free standing homes with sturdy roofs and turquoise-colored swimming pools, a well-paved highway that shot 

out into the horizon, a parking lot filled with beaming yellow school buses. Markers of affluence and security. 
 

With just a few feet separating the wheels of the plane from the runway, I savored the last instant of this feeling 

of suspension between two worlds, time held still between leaving and arriving. 
 

And then, I was home, on ground that suddenly carried more significance. I was relieved. There was simply 

nothing else to do but walk into my mother’s arms and then hug my dad, letting loose a flood of tears and 

feeling the joy of being welcomed home.  
 

(Continued on the next page) 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch


 2 

(Continued from previous page) 
 

My return to Albany was only the beginning of a very long and at times emotional experience of re-entry.  Each 

trip to a fully-stocked grocery store was a painful reminder of the economic disparity in our world.  I also felt 

lost among my friends whose lives had moved forward in the past year, while I was left rebuilding mine from 

where I had left it the year before.   
 

How would I integrate my experiences in Peru with the life that lay ahead of me?  In what ways was I forever 

changed by the people I met, worked and lived with?  How would I re-introduce myself to others in a way that 

honored who I had become? What did I want to hold onto, and what did I hope to let go of, as I integrated these 

two worlds?  
 

These are some of the same questions we will be asking ourselves over the next few weeks and months, and 

beyond ~ In what ways have we been changed?  What losses have we endured, what lessons have we gained?  

What do we want to hold unto and what are we longing to let go of as we re-connect with our communities? 
 

Led by God’s Spirit, let us walk together, upholding one another as we return to people and places we have 

missed, yet also holding unto the positive transformations we have experienced. 

 

 

Grace and peace to you all! 

Pastor Lynn 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

“And the People Stayed Home” 
 

The following poem was written by Irish-American teacher Kitty O’Meara, from Madison, WI,  

in response to the realities of COVID-19. 
 

And the people stayed home.  

And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, 

and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still.  

And listened more deeply. 

Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed.  

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, 

and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again,  

they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images,  

and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully,  

as they had been healed. 
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June Worship 
 

Worship will continue to be held on 

ZOOM during the month of June. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 31st 
Youth and Pentecost Sunday 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, June 7th 
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Baptism of Collins O’Rourke 

 

Sunday, June 14th 
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, June 21st 
Summer Hymn Sing! 

 

Sunday, June 28th 
Guest Preacher Rev. Beth Illingworth 

 

 
 
 
 

June 
Lectionary Readings 

 

 

6/7/20 Trinity Sunday                 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 

Corinthians 13:11-13;      

Matthew 28:16-20 

6/14/20 Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Semi-continuous             
Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7);    

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;     

Romans 5:1-8;                

Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

Complementary              

Exodus 19:2-8a; Psalm 100; 

Romans 5:1-8;               

Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

6/21/20 Third Sunday after Pentecost           

Semi-continuous              
Genesis 21:8-21;                

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17;      

Romans 6:1b-11;            

Matthew 10:24-39 

Complementary             

Jeremiah 20:7-13;              

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18; 

Romans 6:1b-11;           

Matthew 10:24-39 

6/28/20 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost        

Semi-continuous             
Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; 

Romans 6:12-23;            

Matthew 10:40-42  

Complementary             
Jeremiah 28:5-9;                

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18;        

Romans 6:12-23;           

Matthew 10:40-42 
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Join us for 
Youth and 
Pentecost 
Sunday,  

May 31st 10am 
on Zoom! 

 
“God, from my youth 
 you have taught me” 

~ Psalm 71:17 ~ 
 

Join us as we celebrate the gifts  
of the Holy Spirit through the  

faith of our youth! 
 

Youth are invited to share what 
and in what ways they’ve been 

learning at home!  And in honor  
of Pentecost Sunday, all are invited 

to wear something red and have 
 a red ribbon or fabric to  
wave every time we say  

“Holy Spirit” during worship! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Blessings for our Graduates! 

 

May God’s light continue to  
guide your path! 

 

Lael Cashen              Juliet Coe           
Richard Fischer      Isabella Waldorf 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Please email Shelley to let us know of 
any graduating high-school or college 

seniors in your family!   
stpeterspc@fairpoint.net  

CELEBRATION OF 

BAPTISM 
 

Please join us during worship on  
 

Sunday, June 7
th

 

 

for the baptism of  
 

Collins  Harper O’Rourke 

 

Daughter of Brianna (Diskin) 

 and Kevin O’Rourke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sunday, June 21st  

SUMMER HYMN SING! 
 

  
 

Let’s celebrate the start of 
summer with our favorite 
hymns, both old and new! 

 

Please email Shelley at 

stpeterspc@fairpoint.net  

 with your hymn requests! 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 
 

During this time of uncertainty, we have maintained a sense of financial 
stability for our community of faith,  

 

Thanks to each and every one of you! 
 

Through your faithful pledges and additional financial gifts, we have 
been able to remain solvent during the past two months.   

 
As we move into the month of June, our Finance Committee asks that 

we all continue to offer what we can as we support our staff, continue to 
pay for our sanctuary ceiling repair, and maintain our mission efforts! 

 
To contribute, checks can be mailed to: 

 
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 14 
Spencertown, NY 12165 
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Women Unabridged 
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman in the 
church and friends. We usually meet 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee. We are 
currently meeting via Zoom, and we 
may have more frequent meetings 
during this time, too.  
For questions, please contact  
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Thank you to 

all our friends 

at St. Peter’s for 

the support, 

cards, and 

prayers you 

have sent 

during our recent loss of 

our daughter Sherry. 

 

Bless you all, 

George and Carol French 

SPRING HAS 

ARRIVED! 

 

We continue to receive 
wonderful deliveries at 

the church including these 
beautiful pansies! 

 
Thanks to Abi Messick, who has 

been working on Jack Shear’s 
garden this spring, we received 
several leftover trays of pansies! 

 
Many thanks to our Deacons  

and especially Beth Cozzolino, 
who distributed the pansies to 
friends and church members  

in need of comfort. 
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CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines are: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th,  
Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
June 15th 

 

******************************** 

ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church 
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the July issue is 
Saturday, June 20th 

 

************************************** 

EMAIL SCAM ALERT 
 

With increased email traffic, 
unfortunately a false email using  
Rev. Lynn Horan’s name is being 
circulated. To increase mail  
security, we’ve moved to a new email 
platform called MailChimp for all 
congregational emails. 
 

Please delete immediately any email you 
receive from the following address: 
 

Rev.lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
(Lynn’s correct email does not  
include “Rev”) 
 

With subject line: Blessings (your name) 
 

Email content: needing a favor, etc.  
 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed 

for pastoral care emergencies. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 

******************************** 
 
Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 

 

Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

 

************************************* 

 

June Birthdays 
 

Kurt Barensfeld  6/3 

Seraphina Coalter 6/3 

Evelyn Keefner  6/5 

George French  6/6 

Marjorie Hansen 6/8 

Katie Smith    6/9 

David Pearce   6/10 

Hannah Braley  6/11 

Ellen Schoonover 6/15 

Karin Silvernale  6/29 
 

 
 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

 
 
 

http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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DEACONS’ 2020 
CARING LIST 

 

Please let a Deacon 

know if there is a 

concern to which 

we can offer 

prayers or support. 

This is an 

important part of 

our ministry as Deacons. Our first 

priority as Deacons is to you, our 

beloved community. 

 

The alphabetical list is divided as 

follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 

 

Donna Staron:   COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 

 

Beth Cozzolino:  FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/ 

cell 518-391-5311) 

 

Mitzi Lobdell:   ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 

 

Peggy Antos:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-6449) 

 

Jennifer Lippert:  SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 

 

 

 

             Hear My Prayer 
Submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

Hear my prayer dear Master 

It’s now at the close of day. 

Help me to be a Christian 

Guide me along the way. 
 

Forgive me of my transgressions 

May the spirit dwell within 

Ever mindful of the presence 

To keep me from all sin. 
 

Help me to love my neighbors 

Help me to do Thy will 

Thinking only of self alone, 

Is climbing a rugged hill. 
 

May I be more patient 

Understanding Thy word of love. 

Come with Thy Holy Spirit 

With power from that above. 
 

Give me rest dear Master 

As I close my eyes for sleep, 

Thanks for the many blessings. 

Thy love in memory keep. 
 

Then when this life is over 

As I close my eyes for sleep, 

Thanks for the many blessings 

Thy love in memory keep. 
 

Then when this life is over 

And my work on earth is done, 

May I hear that welcome voice 

A crown of life you’ve won. 


