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September 2020 
 

WELCOME HOME ST. PETER’S! 
 

It is with GREAT JOY that I welcome you all back to St. Peter’s on Homecoming 

Sunday, September 13th!  Below are some details on what you can expect and 

what worship will be like moving forward! 
 

In Person-Worship vs. Zoom 

On Homecoming Sunday, September 13th you will have the option to either come 

to the sanctuary for in-person worship or continue to worship on Zoom.  There 

will meaningful ways to engage in the service whether you are at church or at 

home! We will offer “in-person” worship once a month on Communion Sundays 

during the Fall and will continue Zoom for all Sunday services.  Check you 

weekly church email for more details! 
 

Safety Precautions 

For those who choose to attend worship in the Sanctuary here is what you can expect: 

• I’ll be standing at the front door to welcome everyone, wearing a clear plastic face guard (more practical 

for leading worship than the fabric mask).  All worshippers will be expected to wear a face mask (either 

plastic or fabric). 

• You’ll then enter the narthex where an usher will greet you and offer some helpful reminders.  Extra 

masks and hand sanitizer will be available.  You will also pick up your own bulletin and pre-packaged 

Communion elements. 

• Those entering the sanctuary will use the left door, and those who prefer balcony seating will be directed 

to the left side staircase.  

• An usher will then point out the available pews, which are roped off every third pew to allow for at least 

6-ft of space.  You are invited to sit with those who you drove with. 

• We will limit the space to 25 worshippers due to state recommendations. 
 

Worship and Music 

If you’ve been joining us on Zoom, you are familiar with our more simplified worship service.  We’ll continue 

this approach for “in-church” worship.  For those worshipping in the sanctuary, there will be no sung hymns or 

responsive liturgy for health and safety reasons.  Luke and I will continue to develop creative alternatives to 

congregational singing.  If you have any solo musical talents that you’d like to share, let us know! 
 

Stay Calm and Pray On! 

This is a new and unprecedented time and with that comes great uncertainty.  But as the Body of Christ we are 

also a deeply connected community where our trust in God gives us great assurance.  As we draw on Christ’s 

peace, and implement safe and practical changes to our worship life, I trust that we can continue to deepen our 

faith journeys together in new and meaningful ways! 
 

Come, let us worship God! 
 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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September Worship 
Worship will continue to be held on 

ZOOM every Sunday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 30th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, September 6th  

Guest Preacher, Rev. Jim Slater 

(Pastor Study Leave) 

 

Sunday, September 13th    

Homecoming Sunday 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Communion 

 

Sunday, September 20th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

 

Sunday, September 27th     

Worship Team 

Jere Wrightsman Preaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 
Lectionary Readings 

 

9/6/20 Semi-continuous                            
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; 

Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-30                        

Complementary                    

Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40;              

Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20               

9/13/20 Semi-continuous                          

Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114 or 

Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21;     

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35  

Complementary                          

Genesis 50:15-21;                    

Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13;          

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 

9/20/20 Semi-continuous                   
Exodus 16:2-15;                       

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45;       

Philippians 1:21-30;             

Matthew 20:1-16     
Complementary                          
Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; 

Philippians 1:21-30;             

Matthew 20:1-16 

9/27/20 Semi-continuous                    
Exodus 17:1-7;                        

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16;       

Philippians 2:1-3;                 

Matthew 21:23-32                                       

Complementary                        
Ezekiel 18:1-4; Psalm 25:1-9; 

Philippians 2:1-13;               

Matthew 21:23-32 
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Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice 

St. Peter’s is committed to acknowledging and faithfully responding to the 
systemic racial injustice in our communities. 

   
Starting on Homecoming Sunday, September 13th,  

the front railing of St. Peter’s will display a banner stating  
“All Lives Can’t Matter until BLACK LIVES MATTER.” 

The language for the banner was developed through prayerful  
discussion by our Faithful Responses discussion group,  

with approval and oversight by St. Peter’s Council. 
 

As we continue to faithfully respond to racial injustice,  
we invite you to continue writing your prayers of lament and hope  

on a piece of fabric and adding it to our front railing. 
We are also writing the names of those who have suffered  

unjustly as well as our intentions for faithful action. 
 

Next Zoom discussion group on  
“Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice”  

Monday August 31st at 11am 
 

Log-in info will be sent out in our weekly congregational email.    
 

All are welcome and encouraged to join us! 
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Church Banner — All Lives Can't Matter Until BLACK LIVES MATTER 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

the restorer of streets to live in. 

—Isaiah 58:12 (NRSV) 

 

So begins the resolution of the 224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, held this past June: 

Responding to the Sin of Racism and a Call to Action (passed on June 26, 2020), which calls all of us “to 

actively confront and dismantle systemic racism in our church and in society at large, and to work for a more 

just, merciful, and peaceful country that allows all of God’s children to flourish.” (Full text further below.) 
 

At St. Peter’s, in response to deep conversation, reading, prayer, and reflection, and referencing our recent 

General Assembly’s resolution, Responding to the Sin of Racism and a Call to Action, our Faithful 

Responses to Racial Injustice discussion group offered a proposal before Council, to display a banner in front of 

the church to show our commitment to antiracism through a strong visual statement to show our solidarity with 

our brothers and sisters of color and that we are actively working to fight injustice and end racism.  After much 

discernment, Council approved the proposal, inviting the Faithful Responses discussion group (open to the 

entire congregation), to develop the specific language of the banner.  After considering several different options, 

the following language was decided: All Lives Can't Matter Until BLACK LIVES MATTER. 
 

Members of the congregation and our Sunday school families are invited to come together to participate in 

creating a banner during the weekend of September 5 and 6, from 2 to 4 pm. All materials will be provided. 

Please contact Mary Anne Davis if you would like to be a part of this! The finished banner will be displayed on 

the front railing of the church and dedicated on Homecoming Sunday, September 13. 

Text of the G.A. resolution Responding to the Sin of Racism and a Call to Action: 

“This 224th General Assembly of the PC(USA) declares that Black lives matter; that our country’s most 

important institutions have been built to sustain white privilege, to protect white lives and white property at 

the expense of our siblings of color; and that the church, through ignorance, denial, and in some cases 

deliberate action, has participated in this injustice.  We have been slow to face the reality of systemic 

racism.  We have been slow to acknowledge the pain of our fellow Presbyterians, of our fellow Christians, 

of our fellow citizens, and of those who have come to America for a better life, whose value has been 

judged by the color of their skin.  We pledge to join hands and hearts with our BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, 

and People of Color) siblings to actively confront and dismantle systemic racism in our church and in 

society at large, and to work for a more just, merciful, and peaceful country that allows all of God’s children 

to flourish.” 
 

The resolution: “Call[s] all Presbyterians to hear and heed the Gospel imperative to love God, neighbor, and 

self by living out a deeper commitment to active participation with Jesus Christ in the work of building 

God’s kingdom through: 

“Personal and corporate repentance, spiritual renewal, and devotion to the Great Ends of the Church. 

(Repenting, both personally and corporately, for the role we as individuals and as a predominantly White-

dominated church played in history and continue to perpetuate today, even if unknowingly, in systemic 

racism and White Supremacy, especially in terms of our own local silence, silencing those who attempt to 

speak or act, and our failure to act regarding police brutality, voter suppression, educational and healthcare 

inequality, and other acts of systemic racism on federal, state, and local levels)” 

“Energetic, intelligent, imaginative, and loving involvement in the Matthew 25 Initiative and its intertwined 

foci: building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty.” 

 

Submitted by Teresa Barensfeld 
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ST. PETER’S FOOD DRIVE! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of September 7th and  

Homecoming Sunday, September 13th 
 

Thanks to a generous donation of Thrivent Funds from Jim and Christa Slater, we have been 

able to considerably build up our donations to the Chatham and Ghent Food Pantries. 
 

This summer, $250 was applied to direct food purchases for the two pantries.  Thank you to 

Joel Dyslin and Barbara Smith for purchasing and delivering the food items!  On Homecoming 

Sunday, St. Peter’s will receive another $250 to further support our local food ministry! 
 

We invite you to support this season of generosity by contributing to our food pantry collection, 

the week of September 7th OR on Homecoming Sunday, September 13th.  Food donations can 

be delivered to the church and placed in the Narthex.  Or email stpeterspc@fairpoint.net if you 

would like someone to pick up food donations at your home. 
 

Below are items that are especially needed: 
 

Canned products: 

beef ravioli, spaghettios, baked beans 

chicken (like tuna in a can) 

chickpeas (Chatham only) 
 

Other groceries:  pound packages of white rice, pancake syrup, oatmeal, Rice-a-Roni chicken 

flavor; saltines and Ritz crackers, Knorr pasta and sauce 
 

Personal products: toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo & conditioner combined; bathroom 

tissue, paper towels, small dish detergent, small laundry detergent. 
 

DON'T NEED -- peanut butter, jelly, soap, mac & cheese, produce or meat 

 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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Homecoming Sunday 
September 13th at 10:00am 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us on Homecoming Sunday, September 13th! 

You will have the option to either come to the sanctuary for in-

person worship or continue to worship on Zoom this Sunday. 

There will meaningful ways to engage in the service whether you 

are at church or at home! 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 

 
During this time of uncertainty we have maintained a sense of 

financial stability for our community of faith,  
 

Thanks to each and every one of you! 
 

Through your faithful pledges and additional financial gifts, we 
have been able to remain solvent during the several few months.   

 
As we move into the Fall season, our Finance Committee asks 

that we all continue to offer what we can as we support our staff, 
continue to pay for our sanctuary ceiling repair, church 

personnel and maintain our mission efforts! 
 

To contribute, checks can be mailed to: 
 

St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 14 

Spencertown, NY 12165 
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Council Meeting Date Change 

 
The September Council Meeting will be on 

Wednesday, September 9th, 7pm 
(instead of September 2nd due to  

Pastor’s study leave.) 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
FURNITURE ITEMS NEEDED! 

 
 

As we prepare our sanctuary following 
our extensive ceiling renovation, we are 
in need of some new pieces of furniture: 

 
 

Balcony Prayer Room/Meeting Space 
Two living room chairs 

Two end tables 
Coffee table or card table 

Small couch 
 

Chancel Area: 
Small couch and two matching chairs 

 

For possible furniture donations,  
please contact Pastor Lynn at 518.847.9115  

or lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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FREE FOOD  
DISTRIBUTION EVENT 

August 31st ~ 10am -12noon 
 

On August 31 from 10am-12noon at the 
Columbia County Fairgrounds in 
Chatham a Free Food Distribution Event 
will be co-sponsored by Catholic 
Charities and the Regional Food Bank in 
Latham in collaboration with Catholic 
Charities' Mobile OutReach Vehicle 
Extension (MOVE) and the Chatham, 
Ghent, and Valatie food pantries. As at 
the previous event in May, the public is 
welcome with no income limits.  
 

In addition to non-perishable foods and 
fresh fruits and vegetables, interagency 
directories will be given away so that 
individuals can be informed to meet 
future needs.  
 

Social distancing and wearing masks 
will be expected of walkers. Volunteers 
will place food directly into the trunks of 
vehicles as they arrive.  
 

Please note Catholic Charities' 
Emergency Assistance Fund is available 
to assist with lost income due to  
Covid 19. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
CLARA GOTT FUND 

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, 
and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
September 15th 

Women Unabridged 
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman in the church 
and friends. We usually meet the third 
Tuesday of the month We are currently 
meeting via Zoom, and we may have 
more frequent meetings during this 
time, too. For questions, please contact  
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sincere Thanks to  

Our St. Peter’s Church Family  
From The Wings 

 

From Sharon: 
Sincere thanks to all for your prayers, 
cards and calls of support.  We also 
greatly appreciate the many meals 
kindly prepared for us.  It really helped 
as our daily schedule changed so 
dramatically. A special virtual hug for 
Kathy Geddie for settting up the Meal 
Train and checking on us regularly.  We 
have been greatly blessed by the skill of 
the surgical team and the healing 
support of our friends at St. Peter’s. 
 

From Ian: 
I’d like to thank you for your prayers, 
kind messages, cards and great food 
delivered by the Meal Train.  Your many 
messages of support have meant a great 
deal to me and for which I am most 
grateful. My Neurosurgeon warned that 
recovery from nerve decompression and 
multi-level spinal fusion would take 
time and that Parkinson’s was a 
complicating factor.  Three weeks after 
surgery I’m doing quite well but it will 
take three months or longer before I can 
resume a normal lifestyle.  I very much 
look forward to joining you all again. 

 
 

http://saintpterspc.org/
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THANK You ALL! 
For Responding to  

our Worship Survey! 
 

Thank you to everyone who sent in 

responses to our worship survey! 

Pastor Lynn and Council have been 

taking a close look at your thoughts and 

suggestions and will incorporate them 

into future worship services! 

Feel free to offer further feedback as we 

move into the fall! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed 

for pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 

 
Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 

 

To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church 
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the October 
issue is Sunday, September 20th 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

DEACONS’ 2020 
CARING LIST 

 

Please let a Deacon know if 

there is a concern to which 

we can offer prayers or 

support. This is an important 

part of our ministry as 

Deacons. Our first priority 

as Deacons is to you, our 

beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino: FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/ 

cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Peggy Antos:  MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-6449) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

September Birthdays 
 

Leslie Newton  9/2 

Sandy Gaylord  9/3 

Roby Harrington 9/3 

Timothy Davis  9/4 

Jeff Braley    9/6 

Willard Ulmer  9/10 

Mitzi Lobdell   9/22 

Larry Massimo  9/22 

Nancy Ordman  9/28 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
 

mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net

