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January 2021 

Christmas Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

We will continue our Nativity journey on Sunday January 3rd, as we celebrate Epiphany 

and the revelation of God’s light in our lives.  Traditionally this is the day we 

acknowledge the arrival of the three magi, who are led to the Christ Child by the bright 

star of the east. 

 

This star has been the topic of a lot of conversation these past few weeks, as a similar 

bright light appeared in the night sky on December 21st.  It wasn’t a star exactly, but the 

confluence of two planets, Jupiter and Saturn, in a remarkable celestial event known as 

the Great Conjunction.  The last time the orbits of these two planets merged was 800 

years ago!   

 

As I went about my day on December 21st, I stopped by the gas station and decided to 

grab a quick cup of tea to warm up.  While inside the mini-mart I overheard two men at 

the cashier desk talking about what would be happening in the sky that night.  What 

struck me most about their conversation was the childlike awe that these two men had 

about the “return of the Bethlehem Star” as one of the men described it. 

 

If you joined us in worship a couple weeks ago, we talked about this incredible astrological event and its connection to the 

birth of Christ.  Theologians and astronomers alike have hypothesized that the star that is mentioned in Matthew’s account 

of the Nativity may have been a similar conjunction of planets. 

 

To witness a similar Christmas star last month, on the same night as the winter solstice, holds great significance for us as 

people of faith.  It is a concrete reminder that God’s light indeed shines, even on the darkest and longest night! 

But it’s one thing to ponder whether this might be evidence of God’s goodness and grace.  It’s another thing to truly feel 

it, and to believe in it.   

 

This is when our faith becomes a choice ~ not something that is merely passed down through family traditions or absorbed 

through surrounding cultural practices. Our faith is a conscious and deliberate choice, one that grows out of heartache and 

hope, childlike awe and the deep questions and doubts we face in daily life. 

 

Somewhere in the midst of all of that, we make a choice.  When we stand outside in the harsh winter air and look up at the 

night sky, what do we feel?  What do we see?  What do we believe? 

 

My prayer for each of us is that amid our daily tasks of filling up the gas tank and preparing our hearts and homes for the 

cold of winter, that we choose faith. 

 

Faith in God’s goodness and love.  Faith in our connectedness to one another. 

Faith that our daily walk with God is enough. 

Faith in a universe where God’s light is revealed in simple and miraculous ways. 

 

Christmas blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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January Worship 
Worship will be held in-person and on 

ZOOM every Sunday.  

Please note January 17th and January 31st 

will be on “Zoom Only” 

Communion Sundays will be a more 

traditional worship style, with the other 

Sundays more informal and geared toward 

our Zoom worshippers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 3rd ~ Epiphany 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

In-Person Communion 

 

Sunday, January 10th 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Ordination and Installation of New Officers 

 

Sunday, January 17th 

Guest Preachers  

Revs. Stewart and MJ Pattison 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

 

Sunday, January 24th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Congregational Meeting after worship 

 

Sunday, January 31st 

Columbia Country Pulpit Exchange 

Rev. Kathryn Bielke Preaching 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

 

January 
Lectionary Readings 

 
1/3/21 Second Sunday of Christmas—

Jeremiah 31:7–14 Psalm 147:12–20 

Ephesians 1:3–14                       

John 1:(1–9) 10–18  

1/6/21 Epiphany of the Lord             

Isaiah 60:1–6 Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 

Ephesians 3:1–12 Matthew 2:1–12  

1/10/21 Baptism of the Lord            

Genesis 1:1–5 Psalm 29             

Acts 19:1–7 Mark 1:4–11  

1/17/21 1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20)        

Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18                    

1 Corinthians 6:12–20               

John 1:43–51 

1/24/21 Jonah 3:1–5, 10 Psalm 62:5–12       

1 Corinthians 7:29–31              

Mark 1:14–20  

1/31/21 Deuteronomy 18:15–20 Psalm 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1–13                

Mark 1:21–28 
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 24th, 11am 

Following worship in-person OR on Zoom 
 

This has surely been an usual year but we've also been able to continue our 

ministry together in some amazing ways!  God has shown us new ways to worship, 

support and serve one another and the larger community! 

Join us for our annual congregation as we celebrate with grateful hearts the ways in 

which God has sustained our community of faith and how God is calling us to 

serve in 2021. 
 

Together as a community of faith we will: 
 

❖ Receive the 2021 church budget 

❖ Hear from our ministry teams and discern where God is calling us 

❖ Nominate church officers to serve on our Board of Trustees and  

Clara Gott Fund 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
MINISTRY TEAM ANNUAL REPORTS 

 

Due January 10th 
 

Ministry teams are invited to write a brief overview of the year and where you feel 

God is calling us in the coming year.  Our annual report will be shared at the 

congregational meeting on January 24th. 
 

Please email Shelley your report/reflection by January 10th, 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Pastor Study Leave 

 

Pastor Lynn will be on study leave the week of January 11th. We welcome guest 

preachers Rev. MJ and Stewart Pattison on Sunday, January 27th. 
 

Pastor Lynn will still be available for pastoral care emergencies at 518.847.9115. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS WREATH & SOUP SALE 
 

Thank you to everyone who prepared soups, biscuits, and cookies, helped 

decorate wreaths and welcomed visitors outside during the sale! 

 

Pictured below are: 

Jennifer Lippert, Mary Anne Davis, Sandy Fischer,  

Nancy Ordman, Nona Lange and Margot Horan 
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
 

Special thanks to our organizing team pictured below: 

Patricia Meess, Nancy Ordman, Kathy Geddie, Mary Anne Davis,  

Jennifer Lippert and Mindy Gardner. 
 

Many thanks to our chili and corn bread cooks, cookie bakers, crafters and those 

who offered auction items! 
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St. Peter’s Finance Update for December 2020 
 

Our accounts have not yet been finalized for year-end, but Council suggested it would be helpful if I 

provided an update on where St Peter’s stands financially near the end of what has been an 

extraordinary and challenging year. 

We began the year with a planned budget deficit of $4500 which was to be financed by a withdrawal 

from church reserves. 
 

We will end the year with a deficit of about $28,000 but with a cash balance for the beginning of 

2021 of about the same amount. 
 

A number of factors contributed to this: 
 

REVENUE 

- While pledges held up well and contributions were well above the budgeted amount, COVID 

caused a drop in loose offerings and a shortfall in revenue from fund raising events. The 

overall net revenue shortfall was about $15,000 

- The congregation added $8,500 to the Building Up the Church campaign as a separate 

fundraising effort. All of this was applied to the ceiling repair and $2500 remains in the 

account for future repairs inside the church.  

- The church received a loan of $15,000 from the federal budget PPP program which was later 

fully forgiven 

- There were two withdrawals from Church reserves totaling $25,000 which was $20,500 

greater than anticipated. 
 

EXPENSES 

-  Salaries and most operational expenses came in moderately under budget 

- Even after the additional $8500 was added to Building Up the Church fund, the ceiling repair 

required approximately $9000 additional from the main church budget. 

- Overdue manse maintenance projects were just able to be funded from the budget allocated 

which included funds granted by Presbytery – and from an interest free loan from Presbytery. 

The balance of the latter is to be paid back over another three years. 

- A bat infestation at the manse was remediated at a cost of nearly $8,000 

Church reserves as at Dec 19 are $42,793.61 which is just above the Presbytery’s suggested lower 

limit for the required prudential ratio of reserves to budget. 
 

Our positive net cash position has been enabled by the withdrawal from reserves, funding from the 

PPP program and of course by the ongoing generosity of our congregation and the success of end of 

year fundraisers. 
 

It is not known whether there will be a further PPP program, but it may not be possible to further 

draw down reserves for operational purposes. 
 

In the year just past, 2020, we had 39 pledges totaling $70,680.  In the end, we received 

approximately $69,000. 
 

As of December 19, for 2021 we have received 21 pledges totaling $49,200. Our 2021 budget calls 

for pledges of $75,000. 
 

IN SUMMARY 
 

The church remains in a cash positive position, but we do face the challenge in 2021 of maintaining 

sufficient income to cover operational costs. We have few opportunities to reduce expenditure. 

If we have any further major capital expenditure it will have to be covered by a separate fund raising. 
 

Ian Wing 

Treasurer, Dec. 20, 2020 
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Women 
Unabridged 
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman in the 
church and friends. We usually meet 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee. We are 
currently meeting via Zoom, and we 
may have more frequent meetings 
during this time, too.  
For questions, please contact  
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
CLARA GOTT FUND 

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, 
and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the Fund 
are available at all times on the church 
bulletin board in the front hall and on our 
website at saintpeterspc.org.   
Church members are urged to call 
this to the attention of those who might 
want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
March 15th 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 

 

To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church office 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the February 
issue is Wednesday, January 20th. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

NEW Church Email Address! 
Please note our new church email 

address! We are no longer using our 
fairpoint address due to our new 

internet carrier:  
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

 

Church Family Directory 
2021 

 

It’s time to update the church 
family directory. If any of your 

contact information has changed 
please let the church office know 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com  
or 518-392-3386. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Deacons’ 2020 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a 

concern to which we can offer prayers or 

support. This is an important part of our 

ministry as Deacons. Our first priority as 

Deacons is to you, our beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Joel Dyslin:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-0025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
Daphne Coe   1/2 

Bonnie Mesick  1/5 

Charlotte Coalter 1/8 

Arlene Newton  1/15 

Cheryl Roberts  1/15 

AnneMae Cashen 1/16 

William Culley  1/16 

Rev Lynn Horan 1/16 

Marion Goodrich 1/17 

Patricia Meess  1/18 

Kevin Lippert  1/20 

Frances Culley  1/23 

Ian Wing    1/26 

Terry Buck   1/28 

Isabella Waldorf 1/28 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
A Winter’s Walk 

by Dorothy L. Putz 
submitted by Mary Wambach 

 

Snow was quietly, gently falling down 
As I walked on the outskirts of a small 

village town 
Bright glowing lights receded from view 
But tho’ disappearing left behind a 

rainbow hue 
That gleamed and danced as it lingered 

there 
On fluffy white flakes quickly flying thru 

the air. 
Trees and hedges were soon bending 

low 
Under their burden of frosty glittering 

snow 
Rooftops sparkled, like diamonds bright 
Or thousands of stars ~ on a wintery 

night 
A Church bell was softly ringing near by 
And I thought of the beauty god sends 

from the sky. 
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Christmas Dedications 
 

In Loving Memory Of: 

 

Jim Everding from Kay Barden Everding 

Our granddaughter, Veleska Nicole 

Kozak, love Grandma & Pop-Pop Meess 

Our parents & sisters from Bill &  

Pat Meess 

Evan J. Evans, Marion J Evans,  

George B. French Jr, &  

Sherry L. French from George & 

Carol French 

Matt Stalker & Nancy Rundell McComb  

from Doris Jean Stalker 

Ruth Demler from Susan Bues 

Ann Pearce from David Pearce 

Sally & Dick Goodman; Bob & Carole 

Dyslin; Beverly & Bob McCanna  

from Joel Dyslin 

Our parents and our friend, June Keller, 

from Willard & Marion Ulmer 

 

In Memory of Loved Ones: 

 

From:  

 Mitzi Lobdell 

 Barbara Smith 

 Jean Brower 

 Grace & Harold Silvernale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Geddie, Joel Johnson &  

Charles Phillips from Kathy Geddie. 

My son, George Reynolds and all my 

family members that have passed from 

Isabel Koch 

Margaret Lewis; & our friend,  

Don Geddie from John & Nona Lange 

John Quinn & other family members 

from Margy Quinn 

Donald & Dorothy Perry  

from Wendy Diskin 

John Badertscher from his sisters 

James Wrightsman from Helen Lobel 

Edythe Barden from Bob Kaiser 

My father, Albert Hill,  

from Nancy Ordman 

 

 

 

In Honor of:  

 

John McChord from Ann D. McChord 

Our parents, Ray & Mary Lange; Ted & 

Margaret Lewis; & our friend,  

Don Geddie from John & Nona Lange 

Nancy Ordman from Beth Swanson & 

Shirley Gary 

 

Thanksgiving for our many wonderful 

years in Spencertown with  

family, church, & friends from Jim & 

Peggy Antos 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

 

Watch anytime on YouTube ~ click below 
 

 

 
. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/7gMlSuDbggA?feature=oembed

