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St. Peter’s Press 
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church - Spencertown, NY 

PO Box 14  |  5219 County Route 7  |  Spencertown, NY 12165 

Telephone:  518.392.3386  |  Email: stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 

Rev. Lynn Horan: Cell Phone 518-847-9115 | Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

Website:  http://saintpeterspc.org | Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintpeterspc 
 

October 2020 
GREETINGS ST. PETER’S! 
 

As most of you now know, during a special Council meeting on Monday,  

September 21st, our church Council voted to take down our hand-painted banner 

“All Lives Can’t Matter Until Black Lives Matter.” 
 

It was a difficult and deeply disheartening decision and I want to give you all as 

much detail and context as possible, as to why this decision was made and how we 

can continue to advocate for racial justice moving forward. 
 

The decision to remove the banner was based on two incidents including the theft of 

the banner, which was later found in the Spencertown Park trash, followed a week 

later by a break-in to the church office.  I notified the police and met with Council 

after each incident.  Cameras were installed at the manse and church buildings and 

other safety measures were discussed.  I was also joined by other church members at last month’s Town Board meeting to 

discuss response to and from the larger community. 
 

After much prayer and discussion, I asked Council to consider removing the banner from the church building based on the 

following: 
 

As your pastor, my Terms of Call (pastoral contract) is based on a covenant relationship between the pastor, the 

congregation and other staff members, as well as the surrounding community.  This covenant relationship also means 

shared responsibility for our life of ministry together as the Body of Christ. 
 

I and others felt that the responsibility for the banner and its message was not being fully shared, and placed a 

disproportionate risk on not only myself and my family, but our staff members, other members of the community who 

enter our building as well as our surrounding neighbors. 
 

Alongside this decision, it is important to acknowledge the underlying disparity in our ability to take down the banner.  As 

Morgan Deane faithfully shared with me and others, “What you're experiencing is the peril and fear black and brown 

people feel everyday of their lives. What a privilege St. Peter's has to be able to simply take down a sign to feel safer. I 

understand the decision that you've all made but I hope you're also able to meditate on the above.” 
 

There is a mix of emotions that we are all feeling as we grieve this decision and also look toward alternative pathways for 

racial justice.  My prayer and my hope is that our community of faith will continue to stand for racial justice in other 

meaningful ways, and that we will each individually work to deepen our call to discipleship, seeking God's guidance and 

direction.  
 

I invite you all to prayerfully reflect on this as we gather for World Communion Sunday on October 4th.  Also please 

consider joining us for our next Zoom discussion on Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice on Monday, October 10th.  
 

Grace and peace,  

 

Pastor Lynn 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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October Worship 
Worship will continue to be held on 

ZOOM every Sunday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 4th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

World Communion Sunday 

In-person worship and on Zoom 
 

Sunday, October 11th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Wednesday, October 14th 4pm 

St. Peter’s in the Park 

Informal outdoor worship 

Spencertown Park, Rt. 203 
 

Sunday, October 18th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Sunday, October 25th      

Worship Team 

 

 

 

October 
Lectionary Readings 

 

10/4/20 Semi-continuous                            
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20;        

Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b-14; 

Matthew 21:33-46                        

Complementary                      

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; 

Philippians 3:4b-14;            

Matthew 21:33-46 

10/11/20 Semi-continuous                            
Exodus 32:1-14;                      

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;      

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

Complementary                          

Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23;   

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

10/18/20 Semi-continuous                   
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99;           

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;       

Matthew 22:15-22     
Complementary                          
Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]; 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;       

Matthew 22:15-22 

10/25/20 Semi-continuous                    
Deuteronomy 34:1-12;           

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17;                       

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8;         

Matthew 22:34-46                                       

Complementary                        
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1;      

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8;         

Matthew 22:34-46 
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ST. PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2020 Stewardship Season 

“A Time of Great Consideration” 
~ Luke 12:27 ~ 

 

Stewardship Sunday, November 8th  
Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 15th  

 

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family, 
 

During the past six months our church family has experienced great change, great uncertainty, and  

also great affirmation in God’s continued blessing and guidance over our community of faith!  Thanks to 

your faithful leadership and support, we have been able to continue regular worship, maintain prayerful 

communication with each other, complete our sanctuary ceiling renovation and bolster our local  

mission efforts. 
 

As we embark on our 2020 Stewardship Season, we lift up Jesus’ invitation to “Consider the lilies” found 

in the Gospel of Luke.  We often think of this passage as a call to relax and not worry, but in reality the 

word “consider” in this context is extremely pro-active, meaning to “fully observe,” or “completely 

attend to.” 
 

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic we have expressed such great consideration for one another.  Great 

consideration for each others’ health and safety and the many emotions and questions that have surfaced 

during this unprecedented time. 

As we draw together during this Stewardship Season, we have the opportunity to also consider our 

community of faith.  To fully observe and acknowledge the great joy of calling St. Peter’s our church 

home, and to completely attend to each others’ needs and the needs of the larger community. 
 

We are grateful to report the following financial update: 

• Pledges and contributions have been faithfully consistent with many offering full annual amounts 

upfront 

• Staff salaries have been supported by a $15,000 Federal loan, which will ideally be forgiven in 

full 

• Financial reserves were available to meet unexpected but very necessary repair expenses 

We are also keenly aware of the danger in our current financial picture, for which we need  

your help: 

• Loss of income due to inability to hold fundraising events and full in person worship  

• These conditions are likely to continue into 2021 and may require use of reserves for regular 

expenses   

• Zero capacity to cover any non-budgeted expenses at this time unless withdrawn from reserves 
 

In order to sustain our shared ministry together, 

 we seek to lift total pledges and general giving in 2021 as much as possible. 
 

We prayerfully ask you to consider a pledge for 2021  

and mail the enclosed pledge card to the church in the coming month.  
 

Join us on ZOOM for Stewardship Sunday, November 8th and Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 

15th, as we consider together the great gift of our community of faith and God’s call to servant leadership. 
 

In Christ, 
 

St. Peter’s Stewardship Committee 

Ian Wing (Treasurer), Larry Massimo, Jere Wrightsman, Marion Ulmer, Rev. Lynn Horan 
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4th 

 

Join us In-Person and on Zoom! 

 

  
 

 
 

Join us for worship on World Communion Sunday, 

October 4th, as we celebrate this holy Sacrament 

together with people of faith from across the world.   

Let us re-affirm the Lord’s Table as a place of unity, of 

peace, and of belonging. 

 

 

 

Let us come to the Table together! 
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Testimonies for Such a Time as This 
 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will perish.  

How will you respond at such a time as this?” 

~ Esther 4:14 ~ 
 

During the next several months we will be featuring testimonies from our church family that speak to our 

own individual paths of discipleship and discernment amid the challenges of our time.   

How have you felt called by God?  What in your heart do you feel is a faithful response to the challenges 

in our country and communities? 

Please send your testimonies to Pastor Lynn at lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 to be included in our upcoming newsletters. 
 

Testimony by Jeff Kiplinger 

 

As a longtime progressive and a man broadly 

educated and read, I came rapidly to an 

understanding of the Black Lives Matter movement.  

It seemed hopeful to see young activists tightly 

focus on the essential message that yes, in America 

black lives matter less than white; that a black child 

will have a life of lesser opportunity, greater risk of 

imprisonment or poverty, greater risk of dying at the 

hands of the law or in the military, and at the end 

will be subject to trivialization by our acceptance 

that “that’s the way things are”.  I internalized the 

BLM message with compassion but without action, 

unable to visualize an activist role for a 60ish white 

man. 
 

I spent many years denying the importance of a 

religious tradition in my life before joining St Peters.  

I’m still contextualizing the meaning of this church, 

or the church itself, in my life.  As we began 

discussing what action or attitude was appropriate 

for St Peters in the wake of a new wave of racial 

strife, one that many of us feel will finally move our 

people to a place of lasting change, I wondered what 

we could do.  Read? Discuss? Show up at the tiny 

and predominantly white “demonstrations” in the 

villages of Columbia County?  Invite members of 

the black community to our meetings, so that they 

could once again talk to white people about the 

things that are wrong, the things that have been 

wrong so long that black people are bone-weary of 

calling them to our attention?  All of these ideas 

were brought forward.   
 

For me, the question soon became, “What is the 

responsibility of the church, this group of people 

who call ourselves Christians?  What is my 

responsibility, having finally allowed this thing into 

my life that I avoided for so long?  What does this 

challenge me to do and to examine?” 

The proposal to place a statement of what we believe 

on the front of the church itself seemed at the start 

both bold and timid.  To say less than the words 

“Black Lives Matter” is to trivialize the message – 

“Love is Love” is dilute, “All Lives Matter” is 

fraught.  If we were to make a sign and let that be 

the end of it, we would be guilty of the same self-

exculpatory behavior we’ve engaged in for centuries 

in America.  A brief hand-wringing and then we 

move on.  What does it mean for us, for the future of 

our church community, to put up this sign?   
 

I was concerned that it meant an endorsement of the 

political agenda of the BLM organization.  I was 

concerned that it would cause division in the church 

community, subject as we all are to the strongly 

partisan atmosphere of today.  I was concerned that 

it might provoke violence from outside.  Most 

strongly I was concerned that it would mean nothing 

at all, and change nothing at all. 
 

After much discussion (we are Presbyterians after 

all) I realized that to do anything meaningful we 

must first declare ourselves.  As Dr. King finally 

spoke out on Vietnam in Riverside Church in 1967, 

and even though he was condemned by many for 

using the pulpit to take on a politicized issue, we 

must make a statement of our objection to the way 

things are and have been.  Moreover, we must 

declare that to look the other way, to elect not to 

choose a side, to make an excuse, is to perpetuate the 

behavior of our country and our race that has so 

deeply harmed our brothers and sisters.   
 

Our action must not end with a banner, with a 

statement.  This is a start.  We must commit, in what 

for many of us may be the final season of our lives, 

to engage this unexpected emergence of hatred and 

bitterness and leave this country a better place for 

our children’s children.  We know now that racism is 

not diminishing, that it is systemic, and that our 

color-blindness is not an answer to the colors of our 

neighbors.  Let us make this banner as the first step, 

declaring our firm intention to oppose that which, 

with the violence of oppression, hurts and kills 

others whom we should rightly love. 

 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice 
 

Next Zoom discussion group on  
“Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice” 

 

Monday October 10th at 10am 
 

Log-in info will be sent out in our  
weekly congregational email.    

 

All are welcome and encouraged to join us! 
 
 

~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ST. PETER'S IN THE PARK! 

 

Wed., October 14th, 4pm-5pm 
 

 

 
WHERE: Austerlitz Town Park (Covered Pavilion) 

Just up the road from Spencertown Academy on Rt. 203 
 

All are welcome!  Especially our Sunday School families! 
 

Join us for this safe and fun outdoor gathering as we: 
 

• Share about our lives 
• Informal worship 
• Break bread together 

  (bring your own snack or early dinner!) 
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ST. PETER’S FOOD DRIVE! 
 

Pastor Jim Slater and his wife, Christa have 
donated a second gift certificate for $250.00, 
sponsored by their insurance company, Thrivent. 
This generous donation was given to support our 
local food pantries in Chatham and Ghent. 
 
The director of Chatham’s pantry, Debbie Roth, 
was contacted and asked what the greatest need 
of the pantry is at this time. She said they were 
always short of personal hygiene products. 
Patricia McKeon agreed to purchase and deliver our 
purchases, dividing them between the two pantries. Items purchased included 
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, tampons and sanitary pads, hand sanitizer, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste and toilet tissue. Deliveries were made September 1st.  
 
Sincere thanks to the Slaters for these most generous gifts.  

 
Thank you, Barbara Smith, for submitting the photos and information for the  

St. Peter’s Food Drive article in the September issue of St. Peter’s Press 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Women Unabridged Book Group 
~ ~~~~  

 
We welcome any woman in the church and 

friends. We usually meet the third Tuesday of 
the month We are currently meeting via 
Zoom, and we may have more frequent 

meetings during this time, too.  
For questions, please contact 

Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

 

 
 
 
 

Photo and article submitted by Patricia McKeon 
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A Thank You Message 
from Rev. Lynn Brown 

 
On the Sunday morning of Labor Day 
weekend in 1995, the Stephen Brown 
family did something very different, for 
the very first time as a family of five: we 
went to church.  
 
Stephen Phelps was preaching at St. 
Peter’s Presbyterian Church in 
Spencertown, NY. It was his first Sunday 
back after a month’s vacation.  
Kurt, Teresa and Nolan Barensfeld 
were there, who we knew from 
elsewhere, and we were welcomed 
warmly and invited back for the Church 
Barbecue the following week. We went.  
 
It became our church, the place where 
our kids grew up, where I learned how 
to be a Christian, and where God called 
and prepared me for further ministry 
that I could never have imagined in my 
wildest dreams because I didn’t even 
know what to dream about in 1995, 
when I was 32. 
 
In 1997, I was ordained as a deacon; in 
1999, an elder. In 2016, I was ordained 
by Albany Presbytery at St. Peter’s 
Presbyterian Church as a Minister of 
Word and Sacrament. God is so very 
good. 
 

It’s been 25 years this weekend. 
Thank you, St. Peter’s Church,  

for so much 
 

 
 

 

Thank You from 
Chatham Food Pantry 

 
Thank you so much for your donations. 
You have helped us keep our shelves full 

and community fed. 
 

Thank you again, 
Chatham Silent Food Pantry 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

THANK YOU FOR A 

GREAT HOMECOMING! 
 

It was such a joy to gather for our first in-person 

worship service on Homecoming Sunday last 

month!  It would not have been possible without 

the faithful and spirited leadership of the 

following individuals and all the behind-the-

scenes individuals we did not mention by name: 

 

❖ Barbara Conkling for overseeing the 

Zoom part of the service 

❖ Larry Massimo for being our usher and 

safety protocol 

❖ David Pearce for picking up the boxes of 

masks and hand sanitizers to have on 

hand 

❖ Mary Anne Davis for welcoming outside 

worshippers 

❖ Jim and Christa Slater for providing 

special t-shirts and notebooks for our 

food drive 

❖ Jennifer Lippert for donating furniture to 

our new prayer loft upstairs and offering 

hand sanitizer and masks 

❖ Randy Ezinga, Larry Massimo and Paul 

and Brandon Davey for helping carry up 

the furniture upstairs and setting up the 

chancel furniture 

❖ Wendy Diskin and Emma Jensen for 

roping off pews 

❖ Donna Staron for offering hand sanitizer 

❖ Peggy Antos for sending beautiful 

handmade masks 
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Thank You Albany Presbytery! 
 

Dear St. Peter’s, 
 

On behalf of Albany Presbytery, I am 
pleased to enclose a check for your 
church in the amount of $643.71 as a 
matching grant for the use of technology 
in your worship.  
 

May the Lord continue to bless the 
worship and witness of St. Peter’s in the 
day’s ahead as you proclaim the Good 
News of Jesus.  
 

Cordially, 
Bill Henderson 
Temporary Presbytery 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Pledge and Contribution Statements 
 

Some people like them. Some people hate 
them. This year we have not sent them.  I 
am referring to quarterly pledge statements.  
 

We have not sent out 1st or 2nd quarter 
statements and we do not plan to send out 
3rd quarter statements. This year it did not 
seem appropriate to incur the expense of 
the mailings. For the past several years we 
have distributed most statements during 
worship.  And perhaps it is good time to 
consider whether quarterly statements are 
helpful enough to receivers to warrant 
sending them unsolicited.   
 

We have always provided statements to 
anyone at any time by request.  If you want 
to request a statement, please call or email 
the church office and one will be mailed to 
you. Year-end statements will be distributed 
at the beginning of the new year. 
 

If you have questions or comments 
regarding this change, please contact a 
member of the stewardship committee 
 

In Christ, 
Larry Massimo for  
the Stewardship Committee 
 

 

CLARA GOTT FUND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, 
and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
December 15th 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed 

for pastoral care emergencies. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 

 
Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 

 

To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church 
office stpeterspc@fairpoint.net 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the November 
issue is Sunday, October 20th 

http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:Lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net
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Deacons’ 2020 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a 

concern to which we can offer prayers or 

support. This is an important part of our 

ministry as Deacons. Our first priority as 

Deacons is to you, our beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino: FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/ 

cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Joel Dyslin:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

October Birthdays 
 

Richard Iverson  10/1 

Lisa Vahradian  10/4 

Lee Coalter    10/8 

Barbara Conkling  10/9 

Irene Young   10/13 

Patricia McKeon  10/15 

Marcy L. Coalter  10/16 

Caitrianna Coalter 10/16 

         Thomas Lareau  10/19 

Eliza Alice Braley 10/23 

John Tillotson   10/26 

Sarah Braley   10/28 
Did we forget your birthday? 

If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 
one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

 
 

Join Us! 
Upcoming Events  

at St. Peter’s this Fall and 
Advent Season 

 

Worship every Sunday at 10am on Zoom 
Also in-person on Communion Sundays! 
Email stpeterspc@fairpoint.net to receive  

our weekly email and Zoom log-in! 
 

November 
Sunday November 1st, 10am 

 All Saints Day and Communion 
Zoom and In-Person Worship 

  
Sunday November 8th, 10am 

Stewardship Sunday 
“A Time of Great Consideration” 

Zoom (not In-Person) 
 

Sunday November 15th, 10am  
Pledge Dedication Sunday 

Congregational Meeting to Elect Church Officers 
Zoom (not In-Person) 

 
Sunday, November 29th, 10am 

1st Sunday of Advent 
Advent Sermon Series “Sheltered” 

Zoom (not In-Person) 
 

December 
Sunday, December 6th, 10am 

Hanging of the Greens and Communion 
Zoom and In-Person Worship 

 
Wednesday, December 16th 

Service of Light 
 Zoom (not In-Person) 

 
December 24th 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Watch any time on YouTube 

 
Sunday, December 27th, 10am 

Lessons and Carols 
Zoom (not In-Person) 

mailto:stpeterspc@fairpoint.net

