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St. Peter’s Press 
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church - Spencertown, NY 

PO Box 14  |  5219 County Route 7  |  Spencertown, NY 12165 

Telephone:  518.392.3386  |  Email: saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

Rev. Lynn Horan: Cell Phone 518-847-9115 | Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

Website:  http://saintpeterspc.org | Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintpeterspc 
 

November 2020 
GREETINGS ST. PETER’S! 
 

While walking through Hancock Shaker Village with Margot a few weeks ago, 

I took this picture of two candlelit lanterns and empty wooden benches set 

against the backdrop of the Berkshires’ fall foliage.  There was a sense of 

serene beauty but also a silent and somber feeling of honoring what has been 

lost during this past season. 
 

This image has been on my mind as we prepare for worship on All Saints’ Day 

on November 1st.  We will gather to honor and celebrate the lives of loved ones 

who have been called home to God during this past year. 
 

The pandemic prevented many of us from comforting each other in the ways 

we are accustomed to.  In that absence we are reminded of the importance of 

creating space and time for rituals around grief and loss. 
 

As humans, we need to acknowledge in concrete ways when our spirits feel 

broken.  We need to give voice to the emptiness that comes when we are faced 

with death.  We need permission within out spiritual lives to call out to God, 

crying “Where are You in all this? 
 

As we approach the beloved tradition of Thanksgiving this year, I wonder in 

what ways will it feel different?  What kinds of things will we be grateful for, considering all that has been lost.  In what 

ways will we celebrate togetherness yet also acknowledge the missed opportunities for connection that we each have felt. 
 

There are some unfamiliar details of the first Thanksgiving that may provide some insight: 
 

In the winter of 1620, the Mayflower docked at an abandoned village, where an epidemic during the previous three years 

had wiped out the entire Wampanoag population living in that area.  The only reason why Plymouth (known by locals at 

Patuxet) was left open and available to European colonists, was due to the widespread death and devastation of the region.  

The Pilgrims themselves were deeply familiar with loss, both during their travels across the Atlantic and the brutal 

conditions of their first winter. 
 

During that first year, an alliance had been made between the Pilgrims and a branch of surviving Wampanoag, two 

communities who both had experienced immense loss, grief and misery.  The meal that was shared was not just a 

celebration of the abundance of a successful harvest.  More profoundly, that first Thanksgiving was an acknowledgment 

of shared mourning and heartfelt pain yet also a relief in the form of new relationships and mutual support. 
 

May our prayerful rituals of shared grief be ever more meaningful this year, both on All Saints Day and Thanksgiving 

Day and every day in between.  And my God hold us tenderly as we hold one another. 
 

For more on the first Thanksgiving visit: 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/pilgrims-true-story-first-thanksgiving/ 
 

Peace and blessings, 

 

Pastor Lynn 

 

http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/pilgrims-true-story-first-thanksgiving/
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November Worship 
Worship will be held in-person and on 

ZOOM every Sunday.  Communion 

Sundays will be a more traditional 

worship style, with the other Sundays 

more informal and geared toward our 

Zoom worshippers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Day, Sunday, November 1st  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Communion 

 

Sunday, November 8th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Stewardship Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 15th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Pledge Dedication Sunday 

Congregational Meeting  

to Elect New Officers 

 

Sunday, November 22nd  

Worship Team Leading Worship 

 

Sunday, November 29th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

November 
Lectionary Readings 

 

11/1/20 Semi-continuous                             
Joshua 3:7-17;Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37;         

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12                        

Complementary                                

Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43;                           

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12                                         

All Saint’s Day                            

Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22;       

1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 

11/8/20 Semi-continuous                               
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7;        

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;                

Matthew 25:1-13                    

Complementary                             

Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 or       

Amos 5:18-24;                              

Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20 or       

Psalm 70; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;                     

Matthew 25:1-13 

11/15/20 Semi-continuous                                      
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123;                           

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;                  

Matthew 25:14-30                   
Complementary                          
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18;                       

Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12;                            

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;                     

Matthew 25:14-30 

11/22/20 Reign of Christ / Christ the King                 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 or 

Psalm 95:1-78a; Ephesians `1:15-23; 

Matthew 25:31-46 

11/29/20 First Sunday of Advent                                

Isaiah 64:1-9; psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;                   

1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 
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ST. PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2020 Stewardship Season 

“A Time of Great Consideration” 
~ Luke 12:27 ~ 

 

Stewardship Sunday, November 8th  
Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 15th  

 

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family, 
 

During the past six months our church family has experienced great change, great uncertainty, and  

also great affirmation in God’s continued blessing and guidance over our community of faith!  Thanks to your 

faithful leadership and support, we have been able to continue regular worship, maintain prayerful communication 

with each other, complete our sanctuary ceiling renovation and bolster our local  

mission efforts. 
 

As we embark on our 2020 Stewardship Season, we lift up Jesus’ invitation to “Consider the lilies” found in the 

Gospel of Luke.  We often think of this passage as a call to relax and not worry, but in reality the word “consider” 

in this context is extremely pro-active, meaning to “fully observe,” or “completely attend to.” 
 

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic we have expressed such great consideration for one another.  Great 

consideration for each others’ health and safety and the many emotions and questions that have surfaced during 

this unprecedented time. 

As we draw together during this Stewardship Season, we have the opportunity to also consider our community of 

faith.  To fully observe and acknowledge the great joy of calling St. Peter’s our church home, and to completely 

attend to each others’ needs and the needs of the larger community. 
 

We are grateful to report the following financial update: 

• Pledges and contributions have been faithfully consistent with many offering full annual amounts upfront 

• Staff salaries have been supported by a $15,000 Federal loan, which will ideally be forgiven in full 

• Financial reserves were available to meet unexpected but very necessary repair expenses 

We are also keenly aware of the danger in our current financial picture, for which we need  

your help: 

• Loss of income due to inability to hold fundraising events and full in person worship  

• These conditions are likely to continue into 2021 and may require use of reserves for regular expenses   

• Zero capacity to cover any non-budgeted expenses at this time unless withdrawn from reserves 
 

In order to sustain our shared ministry together, 

 we seek to lift total pledges and general giving in 2021 as much as possible. 
 

We prayerfully ask you to consider a pledge for 2021  

and mail the enclosed pledge card to the church in the coming month.  
 

Join us on ZOOM for Stewardship Sunday, November 8th and Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 15th, as 

we consider together the great gift of our community of faith and God’s call to servant leadership. 
 

In Christ, 
 

St. Peter’s Stewardship Committee 

Ian Wing (Treasurer), Larry Massimo, Jere Wrightsman, Marion Ulmer, Rev. Lynn Horan 
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All Saints Day, Sunday November 1st 

 

In God’s house there are many dwelling places. 

~ John 14:2 ~ 
 

Join us for our next in-person worship service on All Saints Day, where we 
will be honor and celebrate the lives of those who have passed away this year. 

 

The pandemic prevented many of us from honoring loved ones in the ways we are 
accustomed to, so this will be an important opportunity to create a prayerful space 

of remembrance and comfort for all.  
 

Please email Pastor Lynn at lynnmhoran@gmail.com  
to include names of loved ones in the worship liturgy. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Congregational Meeting Sunday, Nov. 15th after Worship on Zoom 

 

Join us for this important meeting for: 
 

• Election of new church officers 

• Proposal to amend Clara Gott Fund by-laws 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
2020 Stewardship Season 

“A Time of Great Consideration” 
~ Luke 12:27 ~ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us as we celebrate the gift of God’s grace and our faithful commitment to our 
ministry together at St. Peter’s! 

 

Stewardship Sunday, November 8th  
Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 15th  

 

Pledges may be mailed to the church at PO Box 24 Spencertown, NY 12165  
or offered in person during worship throughout the month of November.  

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
Christmas Wreath and Soup SALE 

& 
Outdoor Christmas Bazaar 

 

Join us for our 
 Planning Meeting on ZOOM 

Wed., October 28th, 5pm 
 

(Zoom log-in info will  
be emailed that week)  

 

Our church Council and Board of Deacons are planning two end-of-the-year 
fundraisers and fellowship opportunities and we  

NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

Please email our church office at saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
if you’d like to join in the FUN!  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

ELECTION DAY TAKE-OUT DINNER 
and 50/50 RAFFLE 

Tuesday, November 3rd, 4pm-7pm 
 

MENU: $15/person 
Chicken Pot Pie (gluten free available) 

Squash & Apple Sauce 
Apple Dessert 

 

To Pre-Order Call/Text  
Orders will be taken until 11/1 

518-209-7024 
Pay by cash/credit card/check 

In-Town Delivery Available 
 

All State recommended health and safety precautions will be in effect. 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Christmas Wreaths  
and Soup SALE! 

Saturday, November 28th 
 

We are happy to continue this beloved St. Peter’s tradition, with 
some slight changes for health and safety! 

 

10am-Noon: Wreath decorating downstairs in church 
fellowship room with social distancing and masks 

 

Noon-4pm: Wreath and Soup Sale outside on the Village Green 
 

Email the church office if you’d like to volunteer! 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please email Teresa Barensfeld at tbarensfeld@gmail.com if 
you would like to join our next Zoom meeting. 

 
Log-in info will be sent out in our weekly congregational email. 

 
All are welcome and encouraged to join us! 

 
 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
mailto:tbarensfeld@gmail.com
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Testimonies for Such a Time as This 
 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will perish.  

How will we respond at such a time as this?” 

~ Esther 4:14 ~ 

 

During the next several months we will be featuring 

testimonies from our church family that speak to our 

own individual paths of discipleship and discernment 

amid the political and racial divisiveness of our time.  

How have you felt called by God?  What in your 

heart do you feel is a faithful response to the 

challenges faces in our communities? 

Please send your testimonies to Pastor Lynn at 

lynnmhoran@gmail.com to be included in our 

upcoming newsletters. 

 

Testimony by Peggy Antos
 

I have a friend in Hong Kong, Amy who 

keeps me awake at night (her morning) 

pouring over YouTube videos of  Kamala 

and Mike and Donald and Joe.  Amy knows 

a great deal about all of them and has made 

up her mind about whom she wants to win 

our presidential election.    

 

Because my choice is different from hers, 

these nightly what's up chats are difficult  

for me.    

 

In my weariness, when my thumbs are tired 

from texting, I recall saying, "What do our 

elections even matter to you anyway?"  Amy 

admitted that she cannot stop being obsessed 

by the American elections and she doesn't 

know why. 

 

I think I know why. . .my friend wants her 

freedom of speech retained.   If she does not 

feel that her passion for freedom is heard by 

those around her, she remembers that she 

has reliable Americans who will listen and 

take her concerns seriously.   

 

Amy wants there always to be a US who 

cares about her Chinese version of the 

American dream.   She and much of the  

 

world is still hanging on to our Old Glory 

coattails, hoping that their young 

governments do not become  

political orphans.     

 

Most governments who struggle with their 

own forms of democracy still need a role 

model for an orderly, kind, benevolent 

government of the people, for the people and 

by the people.   

 

My friend Amy needs to be reassured that 

she has "grandparents" who still pray for her 

and can encourage her to "soar like the 

eagles." (Isaiah 40: 31).  Generations of 

"foreigners" are depending on the good 

examples they get from our democratic 

values and good will.   

 

My prayer for Amy and many other friends 

from many other nations around the world is 

that we Americans remember our allies and 

don't forget about those who quietly need 

our love and encouragement just as much  

as always.   
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Women 
Unabridged 
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman in the 
church and friends. We usually meet 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee.  
We are currently meeting via Zoom, 
and we may have more frequent 
meetings during this time, too.  
For questions, please contact  
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
CLARA GOTT FUND 

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, 
and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front hall 
and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org.  Church members 
are urged to call this to the attention of 
those who might want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
December 15th 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church office 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the December 
issue is Friday, November 20th 

 

 
 

 

NEW Church Email Address! 
 

Please note our new church email 
address! We are no longer using our 

fairpoint address due to our new 
internet carrier:  

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
 

 

 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed 

for pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: Lynnmhoran@gmail 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 
 
Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Actual Announcements taken 

from Various Churches Bulletins 
 

Don’t let worry kill you, let the church help. 
 

Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our church  
and community. 

 

At the evening service 
tonight, the sermon topic 

will be “What is Hell?”. 
Come early and listen to 

our church practice. 
 

Submitted by Mitzi Lobdell 

 
 
 
 

http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Deacons’ 2020 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a concern 

to which we can offer prayers or support. This 

is an important part of our ministry as Deacons. 

Our first priority as Deacons is to you, our 

beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Joel Dyslin:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
I could write a 
laundry list of 
things I’m thankful 

for, but I’m sure by the time I reached my 
dog Ike, you’d be tossing this away. So 
instead I’ll send forth a wish for you. Each 
day I wake, I thank my creator for not only 
the necessities I have in life, but for the 
sheer joy I take in the friends and family 
who surround me. Sometimes the beauty of 
my life scares me. Why am I so blessed 
with such an abundance of gifts and 
ability?  I don’t have the answer…only a 
fullness in my heart for all I’ve been given. 
So here’s my wish for you in this season of 
thankfulness: Stand still for a moment and 
feel how incredible it is to be you. Celebrate 
your place in this amazing world, giving 
gratitude for your past, present, and 
future. then share yourself with friends 
and family…preferably over a delicious 
holiday meal.  
Blessings for a wonderful season of cheer 
and gratitude!” 

 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 

November Birthdays 
Mary Wambach   11/1 

Evan oung    11/1 

Nona Lange    11/6 

Kathy Geddie   11/6 

Doris Jean Stalker  11/7 

Aleric Culley    11/11 

Denise Davis    11/15 

Sarah Katan    11/15 

Arlene Lareau   11/21 

Sharon Wing    11/30 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Join Us! 
Upcoming Events  

at St. Peter’s this Advent 
Season in December 

 

Worship will be held in-person and on 
ZOOM every Sunday. 

Email saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
to receive our weekly email and Zoom log-in! 

 

Sunday, December 6th, 10am 
Hanging of the Greens and Communion 

 

Saturday, December 12th, 10am-2pm 
Outdoor Christmas Bazaar 
Spencertown Village Green 

 

Wednesday, December 16th 
Service of Light 

 Zoom (not In-Person) 
 

Thursday, December 24th 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

Watch any time on YouTube  
(not In-Person) 

 

Sunday, December 27th, 10am 
Lessons and Carols 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Count Your Blessings 
Author Unknown 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 
 

Today, upon the bus I saw a lovely girl with golden hair, 
I envied her, she seemed so gay, and I wished I were so fair,  

When suddenly she rose to leave, and I saw her hobble down the aisle. 
She had one leg and wore a crutch, and as she passed, a smile. 

 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine…. 
I have two legs. The world is mine. 

 

And then I stopped to buy some sweets, 
The lad who sold them had such charm. 

I talked to him; he seemed so glad…if I were late ‘twould do no harm 
And as I left, he said to me: “Thank you. 

You have been so kind. 
It’s nice to talk to folks like you. You see,” he said, “I’m blind.” 

 

Oh God forgive me when I whine… 
I have two eyes. The world is mine. 

 

Later, walking down the street, I saw a child with eyes of blue. 
He stood and watched the others play; it seemed he know not what to do. 

I stopped a moment, then I said, “Why don’t you join the others dear? 
He looked ahead without a word, and then I knew he could not hear. 

 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine… 
I have two ears. The world is mine. 

 

With legs to take me where I’d go, 
With eyes to see the sunset glow, 

Two ears to hear what I would know… 
 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine… 
I’m blessed indeed. The world is mine. 

 
 

 

 


