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December 2020 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 

 
During this past year we’ve spent more time in our homes than ever 

before!  And this has been both a blessing and a challenge. 

For some, this more domestic life has offered a welcome change in 

pace, from less hectic schedules to a more lowkey existence that we 

really needed.  But for others, the imperative to stay-in has created a 

nagging sense of claustrophobia, with a loss in relied upon routines  

and activities. 

 

Schools and businesses have taken on a more “at home” model which, 

in some cases, has ignited creative solutions and new ways of learning.  

But these changes have also wreaked havoc on families and 

communities as they we navigate wearing too many hats at one time, 

with fewer outlets for stress and anxiety. 

 

As we look at the different experiences we’ve had in our homes this year (both good and bad), it has caused me to re-

consider the meaning of shelter. 

 

Drawn from the Middle English word sheltron or sheldtrume, a shelter is literally a “wall of shields,” or “a troop of 

soldiers.” In this sense, shelter takes on the form of armed protection meant to keep someone or something out.   

But as people of faith, we know that shelter has more than a merely defensive purpose and instead holds an expansive and 

deeply spiritual component, especially as we enter the Advent season. 

 

What does it mean for God to take up shelter in a vulnerable child, to take up shelter in us?  How does that change the 

way we relate to one another, when we truly see God’s presence housed in each of us? 

As we prepare our homes and our hearts for the coming of the Christ child, how does our relationship to our daily 

surroundings change?  How might our kitchens become our sanctuary, and our hearths become the manger? 

 

Join us throughout the Advent season as we reflect further on the meaning of shelter.  We’ll explore ancient Hebrew texts 

that introduce us to the theology of shelter, followed by Christ’s teachings on shelter both now and in the world to come.  

And we’ll explore contemporary examples of how shelter, both providing it and receiving it, can be a radical means of 

restoring humanity within a broken world. 

 

“In God’s house there are many dwelling places” 

~ John 14:2 ~ 

 

Advent  blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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ADVENT SERMON SERIES 

“Sheltered” 
 

Throughout this year’s pandemic, we’ve contemplated what it means 
to stay at home.  At times this has offered the opportunity to slow 

down and appreciate a more simple life.  While at other times, we have 
felt restricted and isolated, longing for community and mobility. 

 
During this Advent season, we’ll explore the ways in which shelter has 

been both a blessing and challenge.  As we prepare to welcome the 
Christ Child, we will share with one another the surprising ways in 

which God find’s shelter in us and we find shelter in God. 
 
 
 

1st Sunday of Advent 
“Open Door: The Story of Rahab” 

 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

“Hanging of the Greens” 
Communion 

 
3rd Sunday of Advent                                                                    

“The Kitchens of Le Chambon” 
 

                      4th Sunday of Advent 
“The Inn Keeper” 

 
Christmas Eve 

  “Lost and Found” 
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St. Peter’s Prayer Loft 
 

As we consider the importance of shelter during this Advent season, 

we invite you to take shelter in our new prayer loft and library, 

located in the church balcony underneath the bell tower. 
 

“Come, not because you are whole, but because you know  

where healing for your brokenness can be found.” 

 

Special thanks to Jennifer Lippert 

who provided the lovely chair set and 

coffee table, and our team that 

organized our files to make room for 

this lovely space: Nancy Ordman, 

Sandy Fischer and Larry Massimo. 
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December Worship 
Worship will be held in-person and on 

ZOOM every Sunday.  Communion 

Sundays will be a more traditional 

worship style, with the other Sundays 

more informal and geared toward our 

Zoom worshippers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Advent, November 29th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent, December 6th   

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

In-Person Communion 
 

3rd & 4th Sunday of Advent,  

December. 13th & 20th 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 
 

Service of Light and Hope, 

Wednesday, December 16th, 5pm 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

On Zoom 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Worship on YouTube 

View Any Time 
 

Sunday, December 27th  

Lessons and Carols 

Worship Team Leading Worship 

December 
Lectionary Readings 

 

12/6/20 Second Sunday of Advent                

Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 

2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

12/13/20 Third Sunday of Advent                              

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or 

Luke 1:46b-55;                               

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;           

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

12/20/20 Fourth Sunday of Advent                                      
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;                 

Luke 1:46b-55                               

or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26;         

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

12/24/20 Nativity of the Lord  - Christmas Eve                 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;              

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

12/25/20 Nativity of the Lord                                

Christmas Dawn                                
Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97;          

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-12 

Christmas Day                         
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98;     

Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]; John 1:1-14 

12/27/20 First Sunday of Christmas            

Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; 

Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
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Next In-person Worship  
~ with Communion ~ 
Sunday, December 6th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us for our next in-person worship service on Sunday, December 6th,  

as we celebrate Communion and decorate our homes and sanctuary  
with Christmas greenery! 

 

In-person worshippers are invited to bring a special Christmas decoration  
(greens, hand-made craft, etc.) which we’ll use to decorate the sanctuary.   

At home worshippers are invited to share a special decoration that you’ll be 
displaying at home! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
A Service of Light and Hope 

Wednesday, December 16th, 2020 ~ 5:00pm on Zoom 
 

“A light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness will not overcome it” 

 ~ John 1:5 ~  

 
 

Join us on Zoom for a contemplative prayer service for 
those who are experiencing loss, sadness, loneliness, stress, 
disappointment or hopelessness during this season. On this 

night we remember that God is with us and sheds light 
upon the darkest of places. 
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Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th, 2020 

 

Watch anytime on YouTube – (no in-person service) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us for a special worship experience on YouTube 
featuring beloved Christmas music with St. Peter’s Choir, a 
special sermon message from Pastor Lynn and the warmth 

and light of our candlelit sanctuary 
 

The YouTube link will be emailed on the morning of  
Christmas Eve to enjoy at home anytime. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
CHRISTMAS DEDICATIONS (in lieu of Poinsettias) 

 

Our church Council decided to hold-off on our annual Christmas 
poinsettia sale this year  and instead you are invited to offer a special 

Christmas dedication.  We are accepting financial gifts in HONOR of, in 
MEMORY of, or in CELEBRATION of loved ones.  We'll include each 

dedication in our Christmas Eve YouTube video as well as in our Advent 
bulletins.  And thanks to the Ellsworth Kelly Foundation we'll still have 

plenty of poinsettias to fill the sanctuary during Advent! 
 

Please send your Christmas dedications to: 
St. Peter's Presbyterian Church, PO Box 14, Spencertown, NY 

MEMO: Christmas Dedication 
Note to whom you'd like to dedicate your offering. 
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Christmas Wreaths  
and Soup SALE! 

Saturday, November 28th 
 

 
We are happy to continue this beloved St. Peter’s tradition, 

with some slight changes for health and safety! 
 

10am-Noon: Wreath decorating downstairs in church 
fellowship room with social distancing and masks 

 

Noon-3pm: Wreath and Soup Sale 
 

Items Available for Sale: 
 

Hand-decorated wreaths ~ $30 each 
 

Soup ~ $10/quart (vegetarian options available) 
a sample of soups available ~ cheddar ale, butternut squash 
bisque, chicken, carrot, and Tuscan bean.  
 

Side of bread (biscuits, corn muffins) ~ $2.00 
 

Single-serving baked goods ~ $1.50 
 

 

Day of Volunteers NEEDED! 
Email Nancy Ordman: nancy.ordman@gmail.com 

 
 
 

COVID precautions will be in place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nancy.ordman@gmail.com
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St. Peter’s Annual Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday, December 12th 11am-2pm 

 

Chili and Cornbread Lunch $15 
(vegetarian and meat options ~ 32 oz.) 

Hand-made crafts 
Baked-goods (pre-packaged for safety) 

Set price gift bags offering an item/or service 
 

Join us for a safe and festive event that will support  
the ministries of St. Peter's! 

 

All COVID precautions will be in effect, including masks,  
social distancing and traffic flow. 

 

Volunteers NEEDED! 

Crafters, chili and baked goods, set-up, day-of, clean up 
Email Jennifer Lippert at jennifer@papress.com or call 518-392-0025 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
2020 Stewardship Season 

“A Time of Great Consideration” 
~ Luke 12:27 ~ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to our beloved church family and the incredible support you have 
offered during our 2020 Stewardship season.  Your pledges of financial 

offerings, gifts of ministry, time and energy will give us a strong foundation as 
we serve together in Christ in 2021! 

 

As of November 21st, our pledges total ~ $45,380. 
 

We continue to accept pledges with deep gratitude. 
 

Pledges may be mailed to the church at PO Box 24 Spencertown, NY 12165  
or offered in person during worship throughout the month of December.  

mailto:jennifer@papress.com
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Christmas Bazaar 
Auction Items Needed! 

 

Due to COVID regulations we will not be 
able to have the Silent Auction table for 
our Annual Christmas Bazaar ~ instead 
we are asking for you to donate an item 
or a service that would typically be used 
for the silent auction and set the price 
yourself. The items/service will be sold 
out right and if not sold will be returned 
to the you. Perhaps offering something 
creative like a service tuning  up a lawn 
mower, teaching snowshoeing class or 
sharing some skill you have.  
Contact Patricia McKeon by email 
at patriciamckeon1@gmail.com  
or call 518-329-0108 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Women 
Unabridged 
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman in the 
church and friends. We usually meet 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee. We are 
currently meeting via Zoom, and we 
may have more frequent meetings 
during this time, too.  
For questions, please contact  
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

NEW Church Email Address! 
Please note our new church email 

address! We are no longer using our 
fairpoint address due to our new 

internet carrier:  
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

CLARA GOTT FUND 

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, 
and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the Fund 
are available at all times on the church 
bulletin board in the front hall and on our 
website at saintpeterspc.org.  Church 
members are urged to call this  
to the attention of those who might want 
to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
December 15th 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 

 

To submit an article for the newsletter 
just email it to Shelley at the church office 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the January issue 
his Sunday, December 20th. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

 

mailto:patriciamckeon1@gmail.com
mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Church Family Directory 2021 
 

It’s time to update the church family 
directory. If any of your contact 

information has changed – please let the 
church office know 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com  
or 518-392-3386. Thank you! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
No Bake Cookies 1960 Recipe 

submitted by Mary Wambach 
 

Combine ½ cup oleo (1 stick) 
2 cups of sugar 
3 Tablespoons of cocoa 
½ cup milk 
 

Boil 1 ½ minutes only.  
Remove from heat and add: 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
½ cup of peanut butter  
3 cups of quick oatmeal  
Stir well and drop on waxed paper till set. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Christmas in a Blackout 
by William J. Leifeld 

 

It didn’t seem like Christmas, without the 
many lights. 

No lighted “Merry Christmas”, no Santas, 
red and bright. 

No blaze of glory shining on everybody’s 
lawn. 

No man-made light was shining from dark 
until dawn. 

It didn’t seem like Christmas, without the 
neon lights, 

The animated cartoons, the gay and 
laughing sights… 

And then the Spirit took me to a stable-to  
a stall; 

And there He let me see that “Christ is all  
in all.” 

It took Christmas in a Blackout to show me 
what God meant, 

To take away my every doubt, to know why 
Christ was sent. 

It wasn’t tinsel, trees and lights, that 
brought this home to me, 

‘Twas twinkling stars, and heavenly sights, 
and God, Who let me see. 

 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 

Deacons’ 2020 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a 

concern to which we can offer prayers 

or support. This is an important part 

of our ministry as Deacons. Our first 

priority as Deacons is to you, our 

beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided  

as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COO 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COR-FIS 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  FRE-HUD 

(518-392-6946/cell 518-391-5311) 
 

Mitzi Lobdell:  ILL-MIL 

(518-392-5132) 
 

Joel Dyslin:   MOFF-SCH 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SHR-YOU 

(518-392-6813 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

December Birthdays 
Hester-Luna Culley 12/2 

Emma Jensen    12/10 

Richard Light   12/10 

Shirley Newsome  12/12 

Don Shriver    12/20 

Emma Tillotson   12/20 

Lucy Tillotson   12/20 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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I want to thank everyone for all the love, food, cards, 

calls, etc., that have and are supporting me as I grieve 

the loss of my beloved husband Don, taken suddenly 

from me on November 1. I don't know what I would do 

without your embraces and support. It means so much, it 

helps more than you know, and I hope it's OK if I 

continue to lean on you. 

 

Here is one of Don's photos titled Sycamores; it is on the cover of a  

self-published book compiled by a grieving group in a church in New 

Jersey. I find an excerpt from a poem in that book, which follows the 

photograph, helpful. 

 

Love, 

 

Kathy Geddie" 

        Excerpt from Shipwrecked by Larry Lynn: 

As for grief, you’ll find it comes in waves. When the 

ship is first wrecked, you’re drowning, with wreckage 

all around you. Everything floating around you 

reminds you of the beauty and the magnificence of the 

ship that was, and is no more. And all you can do is 

float. You find some piece of the wreckage and you 

hang on for a while. Maybe it’s some physical thing. 

Maybe it’s a happy memory or a photograph. Maybe 

it’s a person who is also floating. For a while, all you 

can do is float. Stay alive. 

In the beginning, the waves are 100 feet tall and crash over you without mercy. They come 10 

seconds apart and don’t even give you time to catch your breath. All you can do is hang on and 

float. After a while, maybe weeks, maybe months, you’ll find the waves are still 100 feet tall, 

but they come further apart. When they come, they still crash all over you and wipe you out. But 

in between, you can breathe, you can function. You never know what’s going to trigger the 

grief. It might be a song, a picture, a street intersection, the smell of a cup of coffee. It can be 

just about anything…and the wave comes crashing. But in between waves, there is life. 

Somewhere down the line, and it’s different for everybody, you find that the waves are only 80 

feet tall. Or 50 feet tall. And while they still come, they come further apart. You can see them 

coming. An anniversary, a birthday, or Christmas, or landing at O’Hare. You can see it coming, 

for the most part, and prepare yourself. And when it washes over you, you know that somehow 

you will, again, come out the other side. Soaking wet, sputtering, still hanging on to some tiny 

piece of the wreckage, but you’ll come out. 
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Christmas 
 

What greeting shall I send you as I 
think of you today? 

For the wish that I would wish you 
goes beyond what I can say; 
Yet unspoken thoughts rise 
heavenward in the silence  

when we pray. 
 

I will breathe my intercessions before 
God’s Altar Throne, 

And the best wish I can wish you shall 
be told to Him alone, 

And the best thought I can send you is 
from Him, and not my own. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Come, ye thankful people, come; 
Raise the song of harvest-home!  

All is safely gathered in Ere the winter 
storms begin. GOD our MAKER doth 
provide For our wants to be supplied; 

Come, to GOD’s own temple come, 
Raise the song of harvest home! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Christmas Wishes 

To every heart that’s aching, 
Or going through a test…. 

May peace dwell Christmas morning, 
Within the troubled breast. 

To everyone in sorrow, 
May joy be much applied. 

With all their heart’s best wishes, 
This day be gratified. 

 

May all who feel discouraged, 
With bright hopes look ahead.  
And every path now thorny, 
Be fragrant blooms instead. 

May all who see but shadows, 
Refuse to feel forlorn. 

And store away all troubles, 
On this one Christmas morn. 

 

Holiday Sugar Cookies 
 

1 cup butter, softened 
1 pkg (3oz) cream cheese, 

softened 
1 cup sugar 
1 egg yolk 
½ tsp. vanilla extract 
¼ tsp. almond extract 
2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour 
½ tsp. salt 
¼ tsp baking soda 
Tinted frosting, coarse sugar and/or 
colored sugar 
 

In a large bowl, cream the butter, 
cream cheese, and sugar until light and 
fluffy. Beat in egg yolk and extracts. 
Combine the flour, salt and baking 
soda; gradually add to creamed 
mixture and mix well. Cover and 
refrigerate for 3 hours or until easy to 
handle. 
 
On a lightly floured surface, roll out 
dough to 1/8-inch thickness. Cut with 
a floured 2 ½-inch cookie cutter. Place 
1 inch apart on ungreased baking 
sheets. Bake at 375 degrees for 8-10 
minutes or until edges begin to brown. 
Cool for 2 minutes before removing 
pans to wire racks. Decorate as 
desired. Yields 4 dozen   
 
To make cookie ornaments add an 
extra 1-3/4 cups flour. After cutting out 
cookies and placing on baking sheet, 
poke a hole in each one so the cookie 
can hang. If the hole fills up during 
cooking, carefully twist a toothpick in 
the correct spot to make the hole.  

 
 

This page submitted by Mary Wambach 
 


