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February 2021 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

While driving along some back roads through town this summer, I passed 

an historical marker I had never seen before, which identified the former 

residence of Peter Wheeler, an escaped slave who settled in Spencertown 

around 1825. 

 

I immediately did some research and came across Wheeler’s 

autobiography, penned by the abolitionist pastor of St. Peter’s Rev. 

Charles Edwards Lester, through a series of interviews with Wheeler in 

1839 (available on Amazon Kindle). 

 

Wheeler’s testimony covers his painful journey from being illegally sold 

into slavery in New York, to a deeply felt spiritual transformation that he 

experienced at St. Peter’s.   

 

But Wheeler’s journey of faith was marred by institutionalized 

discrimination within Christian life, including being denied Communion.  

The book’s introduction also notes that during Wheeler’s lifetime, Black 

worshippers at St. Peter’s were relegated to the northwest corner of the 

balcony, unwelcome in the main part of the sanctuary. 

 

This is painful for us to learn, as it was for me, considering we celebrate  

St. Peter’s long-standing commitment to social justice and inclusivity.  

We proclaim our history with pride, having welcomed our first Black 

church member, Lilla Van Buren, in 1826, long before that became a 

practice among churches in the Northeast. 
 

So, what do we do with this new awareness of our church’s history?  

How do we acknowledge our own complacency with the racial 

injustice during Wheeler’s lifetime and today? How do we recognize 

the ways in which our faith tradition as Christians has promoted and 

institutionalized racism for centuries?   

 

We’ll explore these questions together during our worship on Sunday, 

February 7th as we re-dedicate our banner “All Lives Can’t Matter 

Until Black Lives Matter” along the sanctuary balcony.  

 

 For more on the life of Peter Wheeler, visit:  

https://www.wgpfoundation.org/historic-markers/peter-wheeler/ 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

NYS Historical Plaque on 921 Dugway Road 

in Spencertown.  Dedicated at the Town of 

Austerlitz Bicentennial, June 2018. 

http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
https://www.wgpfoundation.org/historic-markers/peter-wheeler/
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February Worship 
Please check your weekly church email 

update on Thursdays as the Zoom log-in 

code will be difference for  

some Sundays! 

Sunday, January 31st 

Columbia Country Pulpit Exchange 

Rev. Kathryn Bielke Preaching 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

 

Sunday, February 7th  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Communion (In Person and Zoom) 

 

Sunday, February 14th  

Columbia Country Pulpit Exchange 

Rev. Kathryn Bielke Preaching 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17th 

Contemplative Prayer Service 

Imposition of Ashes 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

 

1st Sunday of Lent, February 21st  

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

(In Person and Zoom) 

 

2nd  Sunday of Lent, February 28th   

Columbia Country Pulpit Exchange 

Rev. Kathi Jones Preaching 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

February 
Lectionary Readings 

 

2/7/21 Isaiah 40:21-31;                  

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;                   

1 Corinthians 9:16-23;         

Mark 1:29-39 

2/14/21 Transfiguration of the Lord             

2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;     

2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

2/17/21 Ash Wednesday                     

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or               

Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17;     

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

2/21/21 First Sunday in Lent             

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10;                       

1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

2/28/21 Second Sunday in Lent            

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16;          

Psalm 22:23-32;                

Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
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Columbia County Pulpit Exchange 
Sundays Jan. 31st – Feb. 28th 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
  

             Rev. Kathryn Beilke        Rev. Kathi Jones        Rev. Lynn Horan 

                First Pres Hudson         First Pres Valatie         St. Peter’s Pres 
 

Join us over the next 6 weeks as we join together in worship with our 

sister congregations in Valatie and Hudson!  Please check your 

weekly church email on Thursdays for the Zoom log-in information 

as it will be different week to week. 
 

Note: In-person worship at St. Peter’s will only be available when 

Pastor is Lynn is preaching (Feb. 7th and 21st) 
 

January 31st: Rev. Kathryn Beilke 
 

February 7th: Rev. Lynn Horan 
 

February 14th: Rev. Kathryn Beilke 
 

February 21st: Rev. Lynn Horan 
 

February 28th: Rev. Kathi Jones 
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Faithful Responses to Racial Injustice 
 

Our church family continues to promote 
consciousness raising and faithful action  
as we follow God’s call to racial justice in 
our communities. 
 

Our church Council has discerned deeply how 
best to make this commitment visible within our 
worshipping community. 
 

On January 6th, Council voted to return our 
banner to inside the sanctuary, representing our 
desire to develop further dialogue within our 
church family. 
 

However, based on the events on Capitol Hill that day, Council members had follow-up 
questions and concerns about the banner decision. 
 

As a result, a special Council meeting was held on 
Friday January 8th, where Council voted by 2/3 
majority (as per our Book of Order) to reconsider 
the vote.  Council had a passionate discussion with 
all voices being heard and acknowledged. 
 

The final vote was a clear majority in support of 
placing the banner on the balcony railing inside the 
sanctuary. This location is significant as it brings 
attention to the fact that Black worshippers at St. 
Peter’s were at one time restricted to balcony 

seating only and were denied Communion. 
 

The placement of the banner is also meant to be a call to those exiting the church to 
faithfully respond to racial injustice beyond our doors and out in the community. 
 

Special thanks to Mary Anne Davis who designed the banner and our St. Peter’s Sunday 
School and local community members who painted it. 
 

Please join us as we continue to deepen our commitment to racial injustice! 
 

Please email Teresa Barensfeld at tbarensfeld@gmail.com to join our “Faithful Responses” 
Zoom discussion group. 
 

Please email Pastor Lynn at lynnmhoran@gmail.com if you have any questions or would like 
to share your thoughts on the banner decision. 

mailto:tbarensfeld@gmail.com
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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ASH WEDNESDAY   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday, FEBRUARY 17th, 5pm 
4:30pm-5pm Food and Fellowship  

~ Zoom Only ~ 
 

Children and families are especially welcome! 
 

Join us for our Zoom Ash Wednesday service, as we prepare to enter the 
holy season of Lent. 

 

In lieu of our traditional potluck dinner beforehand, you’re invited to “log-
on” at 4:30pm for an early dinner and fellowship with one another. 

 

Ashes are available in the Narthex, just bring a small container/jar and take 
a dime-sized amount of ash.  You can then add olive oil to the ashes at home 

to make a paste and anoint those in your home with the ashes during  
our worship together.  (You can also use earth from your gardens 

instead of ashes.) 
 

As we begin our Lenten journey together, may you find peace amidst God’s 
presence and within our community of faith. 

 

“Then the Holy One formed the human from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
the nostrils the breath of life, and the human became a living being.” 

 

~ Genesis 2:7 ~ 
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JOINT BOARD ZOOM MEETING, Wednesday Feb 3rd, 7pm  
 

All church officers serving on Council, Deacons and Trustees are invited to participate in 

our Joint Board Meeting on Zoom.  Log-in details will be emailed that week. 
 

Together we will: 
 

• Reflect on the challenges and opportunities of the previous year 

• Discern God's path forward into the coming year 

• Redefine ministry areas and responsibilities 

• Reflect on our pastoral leadership and ways we can support Pastor Lynn in the 

coming year 
 

We look forward to joining our hearts together in shared ministry! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

VOTE ON NEW CHURCH CARPET! 
 

Thanks to David Pearce, Chair of our Building Up the Church Capital Campaign, we 

have two carpet samples we’d like you to vote on as we make plans for our next 

renovation project! 
 

The carpet replacement has been put on hold until we have sufficient funding, but we’d 

like to be ready to go with your favorite choice! 
 

The samples are located in the church Narthex, with a voting chart for you to mark with 

your choice! 
 

OR 
 

Email saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com with choice “A” or “B” 
 

Below are the two samples 

Left side “A” is dark burgundy, right side “B” is light burgundy. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Amaryllis in Bloom! 
 

A beloved tradition at St. Peter’s 

continues thanks to Jean Brower!  

This beautiful white and pink 

amaryllis is blooming at the manse, 

sent by Jean to Pastor Lynn and her 

family during Advent. 

“Thank you so much Jean for keeping this 

wonderful tradition alive! We love watching 

the blooms grow and think of you!” 

With gratitude,  
The Horan Family  

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Special Delivery! 
 

Thank you to Kaarin and Bob  

from Pookstyle Boutique on Main 

Street in Chatham! 

They delivered over a dozen  

decorative Christmas tins with 

traditional Danish butter cookies to 

share among our congregation! 
 

“Wishing you a healthy and happy New Year!” 

From Kaarin and Bob Lemstrom-Sheedy 
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December 31, 2020 

 

To the thoughtful people at. St. Peter’s, 
 

I would like to thank the people of St. 
Peter’s who chose to give me the money. I 
truly appreciate it.  
 

I try to help anyone I can. I have always 
been that way. My mom died when I was 9 
and I remember the minister spending time 
talking to me and saying to me, to always 
do things in life, to make your Mother 
proud. I have always remembered that and 
tried to make wise choices. 
 

As I got older, I decided to do a good deed 
everyday for someone. Sometimes it’s 
helping a friend or relative. Other times it 
may be helping someone while I am 
shopping. It maybe is calling a friend or 
loved one I haven’t talked to for quite some 
time. I never know…God sometimes helps 
me with my choice. It is just the way I live. 
It makes me feel god about myself and it is 
God’s will to help others.  
 

About 35+ years ago, when my daughter 
was about 10, Thelma Hall helped her go to 
Diabetic Camp by getting your church to 
sponsor her. It was a wonderful experience 
for her. She got to see how other children 
her age handled their diabetes. There were 
only three children in the Chatham School 
District with diabetes. The other two were 
high school students. The three all seemed 
to get in a three month period. Anyhow 
your church was there for her during a 
very difficult time in her life and I have 
always been grateful for it. 
 

With the pandemic virus, it makes it 
harder to do for others but I always find 
ways to help when needed. God is always 
there to help and guide me. I do the best I 
can and gtry to make my Mond proud and 
now my Dad too. 
 

God bless you special people for choosing 
me. I feel very honored. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mary Jane Decker 

From Ghent Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for 
your donation! 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Unselfishness 
by Helen Rozen 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 
 

Dear God, the days come and go 
As gifts from heaven to me; 

I’m sure each one should always show 
How useful I can be. 

Oh, guide me, God, so that I may 
Do many useful things 

That prove me grateful for each day 
And all the good it brings. 

 
God, make me happy as I do 

The duties that are right. 
Teach me to think of others too 
And make their burdens light. 

Then all the many days will come 
With goodness that shall bless 

Each corner of my heart and home 
With love and happiness. 
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On Sunday, Dec 27, 
2020, Marilyn B. 
Kaiser, Bob’s loving 
wife, peacefully 
passed away at the age 
of 86. 
 

Rev. Bob Kaiser was our pastor from 
1965-1970. A memorial service will be 
held in the spring.  Condolences may 
be sent to Bob at 6 Mia Terrace, 
Rochester 14624.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
St. Joseph's House of Hospitality,  
PO Box 31049, Rochester, NY 14603  
or Foodlink of Rochester,  
PO 60766, Rochester, NY 14606 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Women 
Unabridged 
Book Group 

 

We welcome any woman in the 
church and friends. We usually meet 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
different members' houses for 
potluck suppers or coffee. We are 
currently meeting via Zoom, and we 
may have more frequent meetings 
during this time, too.  
 
For questions, please contact  
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  
Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 
 

ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter just 
email it to Shelley at the church office 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
by the 20th of each month. The 
submission deadline for the March issue is 
Saturday, February 20th. 

 

CLARA GOTT FUND 

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application 
deadlines: Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 
15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the 
Fund are available at all times on the 
church bulletin board in the front 
hall and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org. 
 

Church members are urged to call 
this to the attention of those who 
might want to apply. 
 

Our next application deadline is 
March 15th 

 

NEW Church Email Address! 
Please note our new church email address! 

We are no longer using our fairpoint 
address due to our new internet carrier:  

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

 
PASTOR’S WEEKLY 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office 

hours are Monday –

Wednesday, 9am–1pm.  

Lynn is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

Tuesday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

Thursday 9am – 2:30pm 
 

 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

 

 

http://www.saintjoeshouse.org/blog/
https://foodlinkny.org/
http://saintpterspc.org/
mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday 

February Birthdays 
 

Linda Bolluyt  2/6 

Emily Gaylord  2/6 

Donna Staron   2/16 

Casen Waldorf  2/19 

Peggy Antos   2/24 

Margy Quinn   2/25 

Rev. Lynn Brown 2/27 

Marie Fischer  2/27 

Carol French   2/28 

Samuel Lareau  2/28 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
How Old Are You? ;l 

 

Age is a quality of mind –  
If you have left your dreams behind, 

If hope is lost, 
If you no longer look ahead, 

If your ambitions’ fires are dead –  
Then you are old. 

But if from life you take the best, 
And if in life you keep the jest,  

if love you hold –  
No matter how the years go by, 

No matter how the birthdays fly, 
You are not old! 

 

Where 
by Carol Whyte 

 

Where does a lost person go? 
When they’re confused and afraid of life 

What peace will they find 
In a world so full of strive 

Where can a kind word be found 
For people who have wronged 

Can it be in a prayer or two 
Or a quiet hymn or a song? 

Where can an answer be found 
to such doubts in a person’s mind? 

Look up to God and seek 
And surely you will find 

 
Poems submitted by Mary Wambach 

Deacons’ 2021 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a 

concern to which we can offer prayers 

or support. This is an important part 

of our ministry as Deacons. Our first 

priority as Deacons is to you,  

our beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided  

as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:  A-COU 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:  COZZ-GOO 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino: GOT-LIG 

(518-392-6946) 
 

Joel Dyslin:   LIP-ROG 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Lippert: SAN-YOU 

(518-392-0025) 
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2021 St. Peter’s Officers 
 
 

Council 
 

Wendy Disking, Larry Massimo, Nancy Ordman,  
Teresa Barensfeld, David Pearce, Sandy Fischer,  

Barbara Conkling, Jeff Kiplinger 
 

Clerk of Council: Nancy Ordman 
 
 

Board of Deacons 
 

Beth Cozzolino, Jennifer Lippert, Kathy Geddie,  
Donna Staron, Joel Dyslin 

 

Co-Chairs: Jennifer Lippert and Beth Cozzolino 
 
 

Trustees 
 

Chris Cashen, Raeph Sanderson, Randy Ezinga, Kurt Barensfeld 
 

Co-Chairs: Kurt Barensfeld and Randy Ezinga 
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   ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
 

3  
Joint Board 
Meeting 7pm by 
Zoom 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
Worship Service 
with Communion 
10am  

In-Person & Zoom 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
Valentine’s Day 

Transfiguration 
of the Lord 

Worship Service 
10am 

Zoom Only 

15  
 

16  
Women 
Unabridged Book 
Group by Zoom 
7pm 

17  
Ash Wednesday 

Food & Fellowship 
at 4:30pm followed 
by contemplative 
prayer service and 
imposition of 
ashes at 5pm 

Zoom Only 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
First Sunday of 
Lent 

Worship Service 
10am 

In-Person & Zoom 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Second Sunday 
of Lent 

Worship Service 
10am 

Zoom Only 

 

 

“To handle yourself, use your head; to handle others, use your heart.” 

~ Eleanor Roosevelt 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2021

