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May 2021 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

This is an important season for our community of faith as we re-connect with one another, celebrate 

the 250th anniversary of our church building and make the commitment to becoming a Matthew 25 

Church! Let us come together as followers of Christ, as we reclaim what it means to be the church 

today: 
 

Re-Connection:  
 

Starting Sunday May 2nd we will shift back to more in-person worship, 

while still offering the Zoom option for at-home worshipers.  Based on 

our worship survey, we have a safe number of individuals planning to 

return to the sanctuary.  Attendance will be capped at 40 people, with 

masks and social distancing still in place.  
 

 

250th Anniversary Celebration: 
 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd we will kick-off our anniversary season, 

celebrating “250 Years on the Green.” As many of you know, our church was 

founded in 1760 and our church building was erected in 1771 (with its original 

location on the Village Green).  We look forward to several community-building 

events, fundraisers, and fellowship opportunities throughout the spring, 

summer and fall!  Stay tuned for more details! 

 

 

Building a Matthew 25 Church: 
 

As we re-connect as a community of faith and celebrate our 250th anniversary, we do 

so in a more awakened way, aware of the need to actively engage in the world 

around us.  In order to be a relevant witness to Christ’s message of reconciliation 

and inclusivity, St. Peter’s is committed to becoming a “Matthew 25 Church,” which 

is grounded in the larger mission of the PC(USA) to build congregational vitality, 

dismantle structural racism and eradicate systemic poverty.   
 

I invite you to join us in this exciting and important time in the life of St. Peter’s 

Presbyterian Church!  More details are included in this newsletter! 

 

Together in Christ, 

Pastor Lynn 

http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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May Worship 

Check your email each Thursday for details 

and Zoom log-in info  
 

Sunday, April 25th 
Guest Preacher  

Rev. James Calvin Davis  

*See weekly email for video link* 
 

*WELCOME BACK*  

Sunday, May 2nd 
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Introduction to Matthew 25 Church 
 

Sunday, May 9th 

MOTHER’S DAY 
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Matthew 25 Church ~ Poverty 

 and Motherhood 
 

Sunday, May 16th 
Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Matthew 25 Church ~ Honoring 

Native American Roots  
 

PENTECOST Sunday, May 23rd   

Inauguration of St. Peter’s 250th 

Anniversary Season 

Rev. Lynn Horan  
 

Sunday, May 30th   

Lay Lead Worship 

Matthew 25 Church ~ Building 

Congregational Vitality 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

May  
Lectionary Readings 

 

5/2/21 Fifth Sunday of Easter                         

Acts 8:26-40; Psalms 22:25-311 

John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 

5/9/21 Sixth Sunday of Easter                                     

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98;               

1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

5/13/21 Ascension of the Lord                                             

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or     

Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; 

Luke 24:44-53 

5/16/21 Seventh Sunday of Easter                   

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1;    

1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 

5/23/21 Day of Pentecost                                

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;         

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

5/30/21 Trinity Sunday                        

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29;        

Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 
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“Welcome Back” Sunday, May 2nd 
 

 

 

 

Starting Sunday May 2nd we will shift back to more in-person 

worship, while still offering the Zoom option for at-home 

worshipers.  Based on our worship survey, we have a safe 

number of individuals planning to return to the sanctuary.  

Attendance will be capped at 40 people, with masks and social 

distancing still in place.   

 

Please continue to check your weekly church email update! 

 

Please continue to check your Thursday church email update 

as there will be occasional worship services that are ZOOM-

only, when Pastor Lynn is not preaching.  Zoom-only worship 

will be our monthly lay-led worship and occasional guest 

preachers during the summer.  
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St. Peter’s Anniversary Season! 

“250 Years on the Green” 
 

 

Join us throughout the spring, summer and early fall as we 

celebrate the 250th anniversary of our church building, 

built on the Village Green in 1771. 

 

Plans are currently underway for several community-

building events, fundraisers and fellowship opportunities! 

 

 

 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd 

Inauguration of Anniversary Season 

 

Throughout the Summer 

Special Events on the Green 

 

Summer Worship Series 

Building a Matthew 25 Church 

 

Homecoming Sunday September 5th:  

Kick Off of St. Peter’s @ 250 Art Show! 

 

September Worship Series 

“A People and a Land”  

with Dr. Johanna Bos, Louisville Seminary 

 

 

* Volunteers are NEEDED throughout the season! * 
 

To join our organizing team please email: 

Barbara Smith at bfsmith611@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:bfsmith611@gmail.com
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Help St. Peter’s Become 
a 

MATTHEW 25 
Church! 

 
 
 
 

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 

after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 

~ Matthew 25:35-36 ~ 
 

What is a Matthew 25 church? 

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes 

alive and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd 

General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and 

compassionately to serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor.  Help us join 

with other churches nationwide in this vitally important ministry! 

Focus #1: Building Congregational Vitality 

Focus #2: Dismantling Structural Racism 

Focus #2: Eradicating Systemic Poverty 

To learn more ~ join us for our 
“Matthew 25” Zoom Discussion 

 Monday, April 26th at 11am 
 

Log-in information will be sent out that week  
(same log-in as Sunday worship) 
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Reflecting on What it Means to Re-connect 
 

On Sunday, April 11th, we were joined by guest preachers 

Revs. Stewart and MJ Pattison who reflected on the Eastertide passages 

of 1 John 1:1-4 and John 20:19-30.  Together we explored the 

connection between the early witnesses of the Risen Christ and how that 

relates to our community of faith and we re-emerge from pandemic life. 
 

As we did during worship, take some time to reflect  

on the following questions: 

 

 

❖ What drew the disciples together after Mary’s witness? What brings us? 
 

❖ How might we understand why Thomas remained apart? How might we bring 

understanding to people have not stayed connected? 
 

❖ What obstacles—both imposed and our inner thoughts and emotions have we faced 

in seeking to stay connected? 
 

❖ What has helped us to overcome those obstacles? 

 

❖ What significance might we attach to Jesus’ appearing to the disciples in spite of the 

locked doors? From what or who are we seeking to protect ourselves? 
 

❖ What do we make of Jesus showing his wounds to the disciples and John’s comment, 

“Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.” What role might our wounds 

play in being a sign of Jesus in and among us? 
 

❖ Finally, what allowed Thomas to feel he could return? How might we create a 

welcoming environment for those who seek to re-connect or connect for the first 

time? 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

PRAYER FOR CONNECTION 
Written by Jeff Kiplinger  

 

God, we seek to rediscover our connection to the 

world and to each other.  The arrival of spring 

helps us remember our place in the world every 

year.  We want to remember all year long.  We 

want never to forget our essential connectedness to 

living things, to the land, and to those with whom 

we share that connection.  In our short time in this 

world, help us behave as though we always know 

how precious it is to be here, and with each other. 
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St. Peter’s Mother’s Day Bake and Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 8th 12pm-3pm 

 

Volunteers needed to bake goodies, specifically treats 
appropriate for a Mother's Day brunch or dessert after 

lunch ~ savory or sweet equally good! Also, to participate in 
setup, takedown, selling and repotting pots for sale. 

 

To volunteer, please contact: 
Nancy Ordman at  nancy.ordman@gmail.com 

 

 

Help spread the word ~ let your 
family and friends know about our 

spring “fun”draising event! 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

CHURCH CLEANING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

Our Board of Trustees has hired a cleaning company to do 

a DEEP clean of the entire church building as we prepare 

for more in-person worship. 

At this time, our church budget cannot sustain bi-monthly 

 professional cleaning ($250 per week). 
 

As a result, Trustees are in need of 3-4 volunteers to help with the more 

week-to-week maintenance of the church building: 
 

✓ Trash removal from Narthex 

✓ Vacuum narthex, sanctuary, and balcony 

✓ Dust sanctuary windowsills and pews 

✓ Clean two downstairs bathrooms 

 

Please call Trustees Co-chair 

Kurt Barensfeld at 518.755-4345 

if you are available once a month to volunteer! 

 

http://goog_1671788968/
mailto:nancy.ordman@gmail.com
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JOINT BOARD MEETING 

 (Council, Deacons 

 & Trustees) 
 

Wednesday, May 5th, 7pm  

*On Zoom* 
(log-in details will be sent prior to meeting) 

 

Calling all Council Members, Deacons 

and Trustees to join us for our  

Joint Board Meeting as we: 

❖ Identify the needs of our 

community as we re-connect  

this season 

❖ Make plans for 250th Anniversary 

Season 

❖ Learn more about the PC(USA)’s 

Matthew 25 Initiative 

❖ Share the challenges and 

opportunities of our ministry 

together 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

From the Ghent Food Pantry 
 

Thank you for your kind 
donation of groceries this 
month and your continuous 
support to the Ghent Food 
Pantry.  
Be well, Linda Milinowicz 

 
 

CLARA GOTT FUND  

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application deadlines: 
Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the Fund are 
available at all times on the church bulletin 
board in the front hall and on our website at 
saintpeterspc.org. Church members are urged 
to call this to the attention of those who might 
want to apply. 
Our next application deadline June 15th  

Remembrance for Marilyn Kaiser 
2:00 –  4:30 PM 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 
 

Informal music and 
remembrance at 2:00. 

Please come anytime to share 
friendship and refreshments. 
East/West Lodge, Churchville Park 

      101 N. Main St., Churchville 
 

Please respect Covid guidelines. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Women Unabridged 

Book Group 
 

We welcome any woman in 

the church and friends. We usually meet the 

third Saturday of the month. We are 

currently meeting via Zoom, and we may 

have more frequent meetings during this 

time, too.  

For questions, please contact: 

Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  

Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

For May, we are reading Bleak House by 

Charles Dickens.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

       May Birthdays 
 

Dan Franck           5/5 

Sandy Fischer         5/8 

Beth Illingworth        5/10 

Mindy Gardner        5/13 

Barbara Iverson        5/16 

Christopher John Cashen 5/30 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 
 
 

 

http://saintpterspc.org/


 9 

Our goal is to give a 
brief synopsis each 
month in the 
newsletter to keep 
you informed as to 
our financial status 
as best we can. Due to 

the newsletter deadline, there will be a 
lag in real time monthly balances.  
 

Keeping track of the church funds and 
financial business has been a group 
effort. Wendy is paying the bills and 
keeping tabs on income and 
expenditures, Jeff monitors the payroll 
company, Board of Pensions, taxes, and 
other financial correspondence while 
Larry and Shelley continue to help with 
the deposits and reports and of course, 
Ian is just a text away for help with the 
accounting questions. We are grateful 
for the assistance we continue to receive.  
 

As of March 31, we had Funds available 
to the church of $25,433.49  
(Not including contingent liabilities 
listed below): 
 

● Building up the church- $2391.50  
● Manse fund. $35.75  
● Men's group $693.34  
● Mission fund $3864.72  
● Memorials $1295 (Money for 

memorials remain in the account for  
a year)  

● Outstanding checks $1364.02  
● Repair and Restoration $140.00  

(to be given to The Friends of St. 
Peter's). We are still accepting money 
for the Friends  

● One Great Hour of Sharing $475  
 

Other church accounts not included in 
our main operating account are: 
● The Clara Gott Incentive (operating ) 
fund $8375.12 (Money is being 
dispersed in April as a result of the 

March meeting where several grants 
were awarded)  
● Pastor's discretionary fund-$870.99  
● The Bank of Greene County- $16.95  
 

Our investments accounts continue to 
do well. As of March 31: 
● The Church Parnassus fund was  

$50,814. This is our reserve account  
and shouldn’t be drawn below $40,000  
as per Presbytery minimum  
recommendations.  

● The Parnassus Clara Gott Fund was  
$157,982.55. $3200 was transferred to  
the church in early April as a grant to  
partially fund work to be done at the  
manse to address flooding and  
structural work.  

 

After our first three months, we’ve seen 
our expenditures being an average 
$2,000 more than our income. There is 
no fundraiser planned for April but 
there is something happening around 
Mother’s Day. Keep your eyes and ears 
tuned for it and thank you for your 
continued support of St. Peter’s.  
 

Wendy Diskin and Jeff Kiplinger 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Where 

 

Where does a lost person go? 
 When they’re confused and afraid of life 
What peace will they find 
 In a world so full of strife 
Where can a kind word be found 
 For people who have wronged 
Can it be in a prayer or two 
 Or a quiet hymn or a song? 
Where an answer be found 
 To such doubts in a person’s mind? 
Look up to God and seek 
 And surely you shall find. 

 
Submitted by Mary Wambach 
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Deacons’ 2021 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a 

concern to which we can offer prayers or 

support. This is an important part of our 

ministry as Deacons.  

Our first priority as Deacons is to you,  

our beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:   A-COU 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:   COZZ-GOO 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  GOT-LIG 

(518-392-6946) 
 

Joel Dyslin:     LIP-ROG 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Thompson: SAN-YOU 

(518-392-0025) 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 

Submitted by Kathy Geddie 

 

 

 

2021 St. Peter’s Officers 
 

Council 
 

Wendy Diskin, Larry Massimo,  
Nancy Ordman, Teresa Barensfeld,  

David Pearce, Sandy Fischer,  
Barbara Conkling, Jeff Kiplinger 

 

Clerk of Council: Nancy Ordman 
 

Board of Deacons 
 

Beth Cozzolino, Jennifer Thompson,  
Kathy Geddie, Donna Staron, Joel Dyslin 

 

Co-Chairs: Jennifer Thompson  
and Beth Cozzolino 

 

Trustees 
 

Chris Cashen, Raeph Sanderson,  
Randy Ezinga, Kurt Barensfeld 

 

Co-Chairs: Kurt Barensfeld  
and Randy Ezinga 

 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  

Mon –Wed, 9am–1pm.   

Lynn is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 
Church Office Hours 

Tues & Thurs 9am – 2:30pm 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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EASTER DEDICATIONS 
 

In Loving Memory: 

James Everding from Kay Everding 

Our granddaughter Valeska Nicole Kozak Love Grandma and Pop-Pop Meess 

Our parents and sisters from Pat and Bill Meess 

My father, Albert C. Hill, from Nancy Ordman 

John Quinn and family members from Margy Quinn 

Betty Dallas from Jean Brower 

Evan J. Evans & Marion Evans; George B. French Jr. &  

Sherry L. French from George and Carol French 

Betty Dallas, Marian Goodrich, and June Keller  

from Doris Jean Stalker 

Of loved ones ~ Wambachs, Quinions Pfeiffers, & Pultz  

from Mary & Louis F. Wambach 

Of loved ones from Mitzi Lobdell 

Betty Dallas, a true Christian, from Joel Dyslin 

Ray and Mary Lange; Ted and Margaret Lewis from John and Nona Lange 

 

In Celebration of: 

Mary & Louis F. Wambach “49th” wedding anniversary on 3/4/21 

great granddaughter Makaila Maier at Plattsburg State Teachers College and great 

grandson, Ethan Maier, on making Principal List at school 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 
Worship 10am 

26 
Matthew 25 Zoom 
Discussion 11am 

27 28 29 30 1  
 

2  

Welcome Back Sunday 

Worship 10am 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Joint Board Meeting 
(Council, Deacons,& 
Trustees) 7pm on 
Zoom 

 

6  
 

7 8  
Mother’s Day Bake & 
Plant Sale 12pm-3pm 

 

9  
Mother’s Day 

Worship 10am 

10  
 

11  12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
Women Unabridged 
Book Group Noon on 
Zoom 

 

16  
Worship 10am 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Pentecost Sunday 

Inauguration of  

St. Peter’s 250th 
Anniversary Season 

Worship 10am 

 

24  
Memorial Day 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Trinity Sunday 

Worship 10am 

31  
 

 

“We may have all come on different ships, but we're 
in the same boat now.”~ Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 
 

ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter just email it to Shelley at the church office 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. The submission deadline for the June 

issue is Thursday, May 20th.  
 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com

