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June 2021 

Greetings St. Peter’s! 
 

It was a great joy to begin our 250th Anniversary Season with you all on Pentecost 

Sunday!  For those who were unable to join us, I’d like to share some of the 

highlights of this significant day of worship: 
 

During our worship we reflected on the importance of faithful and authentic land 

acknowledgement as we honor the fact that the land on which our church was built is 

the ancestral homeland of the Muhhekunneuw (Mohican) community, “people of the 

flowing waters,” who first settled this region. 
 

Land acknowledgement is at the very heart of our celebration of Pentecost, which 

was originally a Jewish harvest festival known as Shavuot.  In Leviticus 23 we learn 

that fifty days (or 7 weeks) after Passover, the People of Israel offered the first fruits 

of the harvest to God, in gratitude for God’s provision for their community. 
 

Later in Leviticus we see the important declaration of the Jubilee year (every fifty years or seven Sabbath years), in 

which land is returned to its original owner.  This return of property is a reminder for all that land is not to be 

possessed into perpetuity but is a gift from God to be celebrated by the collective human family. 
 

With these harvest roots of Pentecost in mind, we focused our worship on Muhhekunneuw (ma-hee-kan-ok) land 

acknowledgment, with two special speakers ~ church member Robyn Perry Coe and Austerlitz Town Historian  

Tom Moreland. 

Robyn began her remarks by banging a beautiful pow wow drum, used to call together 

gatherings outdoors.  Robyn’s father is a Chickasaw elder and calls the drum “the heartbeat of 

the land.”  Robyn offered a powerful and important message of the many trails of tears that 

continue to be felt by Native American communities. 
 

As Robyn described what genuine land acknowledgement means, she asked “How does one 

invite someone back into their own home?”  When she asked her father this very question, he 

answered “you invite us back with food, with fires, with blankets… and as we walk the land 

we will hang feathers on strings and attach them to trees.”  Robyn invited us to understand 

land acknowledge as not exclusively focused on the past but to speak and act in the present 

tense through honest relationship-building. 
 

Town historian Tom Moreland followed with remarks about the process of land acquisition that took place in 1756 

when Spencertown was established as a colonial village.  He acknowledged that while there is documentation of a 

legal purchase of the land, including the parcel on which our church stands, the purchase was significantly 

undervalued in comparison to other land purchases in New York and Massachusetts. 
 

We concluded our worship with a beautiful Muscogee (Creek) melody and the resonant sounds of the drum drawing 

people outdoors for fellowship on the Village Green where there was continued reflection and sharing. 
 

As we continue to celebrate throughout this coming season, let us be mindful of what it means to understand our 

history in an honest and holistic way.  Let us open our eyes and our hearts to voices that have been unheard, and 

celebrate what means it to be the church today!  
 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

http://spencertown.wix.com/stpeterspresbyterianchurch
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June Worship 

 
 

Worship is in-person and on Zoom unless 

otherwise noted. Check your email each 

Thursday for details and Zoom log-in info  
 

Sunday, May 30th  
Lay-led Worship ~ Matthew 25 

Building Congregational Vitality 

 
Youth & Family Sunday, June 6th 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Outdoor Worship and  

Community Picnic 

at Spencertown Park Rt. 203 

*In-Person ONLY* 

 

Sunday, June 13th 

Rev. Lynn Horan Preaching 

Matthew 25 

 
Father’s Day Sunday, June 20th 

Guest Preachers  

Revs. MJ and Stewart Pattison 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

 

Sunday, June 27th 
Lay-led Worship ~ Matthew 25 

Howard Thurman Documentary Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Lectionary Readings 
 

6/6/21 Semicontinuous                                   
1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20  

(11:14-15); Psalm 138;                       

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35                    

Complementary                             
Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130;                     

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

6/13/21 Semicontinuous                                      

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20;             

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17;  

Mark 4:26-34                            

Complementary                              

Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4,      

12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 

14-17;  Mark 4:26-34 

6/20/21 Semicontinuous                                             
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-39; 

Psalm 9:9-20 or 1 Samuel 17:57-18-5,  

10-16; Psalm 133; 2 Corinthians 6:1-

13; Mark 4:35-41                    

Complementary                                       
Job 28:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32;                     

2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 

6/27/21 Semicontinuous                                       

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Psalm 130;             

2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

Complementary                                 
Lamentations 3:22-33; Psalm 30; 2 

Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 
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St. Peter’s Anniversary Season! “250 Years on the Green” 
 

          Join us throughout the spring, summer and early fall as we celebrate 

 the 250th anniversary of our church building, built on the Village Green in 1771. 
 

Plans are currently underway for several community-building events,  

fundraisers and fellowship opportunities! 
j 

Throughout the Summer 
Special Events on the Green 

 

Summer Worship Series 
Building a Matthew 25 Church 

 

Homecoming Sunday September 5th:  

Kick Off of St. Peter’s @ 250 Art Show! 
 

September Worship Series 
“A People and a Land”  

with Dr. Johanna Bos, Louisville Seminary 
 

* Volunteers are NEEDED throughout the season! * 
 

To join our organizing team please email: Barbara Smith at bfsmith611@gmail.com 

                                                                   or Kathie Geddie at kegeddie@gmail.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Help St. Peter’s Become a MATTHEW 25 Church! 
 

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 

~ Matthew 25:35-36 ~ 
 

What is a Matthew 25 Church? 
 

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive and we 

wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 

and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and compassionately to serve people who are hungry, 

oppressed, imprisoned or poor.  Help us join with other churches nationwide in this vitally important ministry! 
 

Focus #1: Building Congregational Vitality 

Focus #2: Dismantling Structural Racism 

Focus #2: Eradicating Systemic Poverty 
 

Join us every other Monday for 

“Matthew 25” Zoom Discussion 

Monday, June 7th at 11am 

Monday, June 21st at 11am 
 

Log-in information is the same as Sunday Worship! 

 

 

mailto:bfsmith611@gmail.com
mailto:kegeddie@gmail.com
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Greetings, All My Relatives 
 

by Robyn Perry Coe 
 

October 13, 2020 
 

 

To view online visit: https://berkshirewaldorfschool.org/greetings-all-my-relatives/ 
 

In honor of First Nations Day, and to begin the work of truth and reconciliation, we want to acknowledge that our school 

[Berkshire Waldorf School] is on the traditional territory of the Muhhekunneuw (Mohican) Nation, the people of the 

flowing waters, whose territory originally ranged west beyond the Muhheakantuck (Hudson) River, the “river of tides,” 

from which they take their name.  

 

In their own language, the Mohican referred to themselves as the “Muhhekunneuw” (ma-hee-kan-ok), “people of the great 

river.” This name was difficult for the Dutch to pronounce, so they settled on “Manhigan,” the Mohican word for wolf and 

the name of one their most important clans. Later, the English altered this to the now-familiar Mahican or Mohican. 

 

Words can divide or multiply, add or subtract. So it’s important to note that Henry Hudson didn’t “discover” the Hudson 

River; it was the site of a thriving civilization, whose people had adapted to live as part of the land, waters and wildlife of 

the River Valley skillfully and with great success for 10,000 years. The Muhhekunneuw had 40 important council fires, up 

along what is now the Hudson Valley as far north as Lake Champlain and Lake George; their winter home was on the 

banks of the Housatonic River. These were the people who met the Half Moon, as it followed the tidal river on its second 

journey to find a shorter route to China, greeted Henry Hudson and his sailors, and taught them all they knew about living 

in this plentiful land.  

 

Donald Shriver, president emeritus of the Union Theological Seminary in New York, and Stephen Kent Comer, last lineal 

survivor of the Mohican Nation in the vicinity of Columbia County, added a historical marker alongside the already-

existing History of Columbia County marker at the northernmost overlook of the Taconic Parkway. [Also with the support 

of members of St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church.] 

 

The original marker tells of Hudson’s arrival in 1609, with no mention of the Mohicans. Comer noted, “When I came to 

this area thirty years ago, I was amazed to find virtually nothing about my people in their native land. It was as though we 

were a ghost people.” 

 

One of the most important ways we can acknowledge the elders and ancestors who cared for this beautiful land is to 

acknowledge their presence by speaking of them in the present tense. The remnants of the mighty Mohican nation are alive 

and well and living in Wisconsin. Their demise (in The Last of the Mohicans) has been greatly exaggerated. 

 

We can learn more about how the Mohican Nation came to be known as “Stockbridge Indians” and why they live in 

Wisconsin today.  

 

What sacred land do we stand on? We can honor Indian nations by respectfully acknowledging ancestral lands.  

 

We can honor ancestors and elders by caring for this land with the same reverence, tenderness and gratitude. For example, 

we thank the plant before we take a leaf for food or medicine.  

 

We can honor tribal rights by referring to indigenous people in this country as American Indians. Since all the treaties the 

U.S. made were with “American Indians,” using this term upholds Indian rights and dignity as sovereign nations.  We can 

read books with our children by and about American Indians. We can savor the work of the Poet Laureate of the United 

States, Joy Harjo, the first American Indian poet appointed to that role. 

 

We can remember the words of an Indian grandmother to her grandchild: “I am nothing without you,” and acknowledge on 

a daily basis that our survival depends on respecting our connectedness rather than living in our differences, so the choices 

we make will be in the best interest of many people.  

 

https://berkshirewaldorfschool.org/greetings-all-my-relatives/
https://mainstreetmag.com/stone-age-mohicans/
https://www.pbs.org/video/wpt-documentaries-stockbridge-munsee-mohican-history/
http://www.usdac.us/nativeland
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/07/29/native-americans-won-an-unusual-legal-victory-supreme-court-congress-could-undo-it/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-books.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/joy-harjo
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~ UPDATED PEW HISTORY CARD  ~ 
 

Thanks to the faithful discernment of our Matthew 25 ministry team, we have begun the important work of exploring our 
church history with a critical eye toward inclusivity, diversity and belonging.  As we continue to celebrate our 250th 

Anniversary season we feel it is time to update our pew history cards for visitors and members alike.  However, we are 
mindful that this is our collective history and should include the voices and perspectives of our entire congregation. 

 

Please take some time to read the updated draft included below and send any 
comments and suggestions by JULY 1st to saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

 
A Short History of 

St. Peter’s Presbyterian 
Church 

Spencertown, NY 
 

 
St. Peter’s Church was founded 

in 1760 and has been at the heart of Spencertown 
for nearly three centuries. 
 
The village of Spencertown was purchased in 1756 
from the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of the 
Muhhekunneuw (Mohican) Nation. Historical 
records show that the land on which our church 
was built was purchased through legal channels, 
however much is still unknown as to whether such 
agreements were entirely mutual. 
 
We honor the Muhhekunneuw community, 
“people of the flowing waters,” who first settled 
this region.  We respectfully acknowledge the land 
beneath our building, as well as the surrounding 
Spencertown Cemetery, as being the ancestral 
homeland of the Mohican.    
 
Once established as Spencertown, the colonial 
village held its first town meeting in 1757.  St. 
Peter’s was then organized in 1760, with services 
held in various village homes.  Construction of our 
current building was completed in 1771, first as a 
Congregational Church until 1824 when it 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church.  
 
The church originally stood on the Village Green, 
but in 1826 was moved to its present location, 
with the addition of the vestibule, balcony, and 
steeple. In 1929 our basement was constructed, 
followed by more recent renovations of the bell 
tower, roof and sanctuary ceiling, all thanks to the 
generosity of our church members and the 
surrounding community! 

~  Who We are Today  ~ 
 

Intentionally Inclusive, Openly Searching, 
Joyfully Serving 

 
Today St. Peter’s is an intentional and inclusive 
community of faith, committed to service, eager to 
engage in difficult questions, and determined to 
extend the radical welcome and love of Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Committed to the inclusion of all individuals, we 
proudly wave a rainbow flag beside our church 
building.  Our history also states that the church 
welcomed its first African-American member, Lilla 
Van Buren, in 1826, among the first churches in 
the country to do so.   
 
However, our faith community also acknowledges 
the racial discrimination that once prevailed within 
our church walls. Based on the autobiographical 
account of Peter Wheeler (1839), Black 
worshippers were at one time relegated to balcony 
seating and excluded from Communion.   
   
In acknowledging this history we seek to live out 
our calls to discipleship with renewed commitment 
to justice for all God’s people.  Such community-
building efforts have been at the heart of our 
Deacons ministry, Women’s Guild, Tower Club 
and Clara Gott ministries.  
 
We are a theologically, politically, socio-
economically, and culturally diverse community. 
We are farmers, artists, bankers, therapists, 
educators, caregivers, activists, homemakers and 
grandparents. Some of us have been here for 
generations, others are brand new to the area. 
 

 
Our doors are always open!  

 
 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY  

QUESTIONNAIRE 

During worship on Sunday, May 30th we will reflect together on what it 

means to build congregational vitality.  This is an ongoing journey as we 

seek to build a Matthew 25 Church, especially during this season of 

reconnection with one another.    

If you are unable to join us during worship, you are invited to reflect on the following questions and email them to the 

church office at saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com. Responses will be shared anonymously with our ministry 

boards as we seek to develop opportunities for greater connection with our church family and surrounding 

community!   

CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY 

What does “congregational vitality” mean to you?   

 

How might we enhance congregational vitality (as you define it), at St. Peter’s? 

 

WORSHIP & SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

How are you being fed spiritually by your participation in our faith community?   

 

What might enable you to deepen your spiritual journey at St. Peter’s?  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

How have you felt ministered to by our church family?  If you have a current need, how might we minister to 

you now?   

 

How is God calling you to minister to others? 

 

SUSTAINABLE STEWARDSHIP 

How is God calling you to serve our community of faith?   

 

What is your vision for St. Peter’s as we look toward the future?   

 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Youth & Family Sunday! 
Sunday, June 6th, 10am-Noon   

 

*** Outdoor Worship and Community Picnic *** 
 

Spencertown Park 

Rt. 203 behind Spencertown Academy 

 
 

Join us for a special OUTDOOR worship 

service and community picnic as we 

celebrate our Sunday school families 

and begin the summer season! 
 

Food will be provided thanks to a special Thrivent Fund program 

offered by Jim and Christa Slater! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Father’s Day FunDraiser! 
Saturday, June 12th, 2021, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Not your standard deli sandwiches and sides! 

Dad-pleasing desserts ~ like pie! 
 

                      Volunteers needed: 
• To bake: Pies! And other goodies as the spirit  

    moves you 

• For sandwich prep day on Friday, June 11 

• To help set up, sell, and clean up on Saturday, June 12th 
 

Please contact Nancy Ordman at nancy.ordman@gmail.com   

or 518-781-4136 if you can help. 
 

mailto:nancy.ordman@gmail.com
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DOCUMENTARY FILM 

SCREENING 

Backs Against the Wall: The Howard 
Thurman Story 

 

In honor of Juneteenth, we are hosting a documentary film screening of Backs Against the Wall: The 

Howard Thurman Story.  This film explores the extraordinary life of Howard Thurman, a teacher, poet and 

in his heart a “mystic,” and proponent of the non-violent struggle for social change. Jesse Jackson, Otis 

Moss, Jr and others speak about Thurman’s “spirit” being foundational in their lives. Congressman John 

Lewis calls him the “patron saint” of the Civil Rights Movement. Actor Keith David voices Thurman’s 

words. 

FILM LINK: 

Will be provided in our weekly church email on June 17th and will be available for viewing 

throughout the following link. 
 

FILM DISCUSSION: 

Will take place during our lay-led worship service on Sun., June 27th 
 

Juneteenth– also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, Liberation Day, and Emancipation Day– 

celebrates the emancipation of those who had been enslaved in the United States. Originating in Galveston, 

Texas, it is now celebrated annually on June 19 throughout the United States. It is commemorated on the 

anniversary date of the June 19, 1865 announcement by Union Army general Gordon Granger, proclaiming 

freedom from slavery in Texas. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
VOLUNTEER TRUSTEES NEEDED! 

 
Our Board of Trustees is in need of a few volunteers who would be willing to be on a “as 

needed” volunteer list for various maintenance projects at the church. 

 

If you have available time and expertise to share to help support our building and 

maintenance needs: 

 

Please contact Kurt Barensfeld at 518.755.4345 

or Randy Ezinga at 518.755.1510 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galveston,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galveston,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/June_19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Granger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
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ST. PETER’S @ 250! ART SHOW INVITATION 
  

St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church in Spencertown, NY is celebrating its 250 
years on the Green throughout 2021. 
  

As part of this occasion, the Church and the Friends of Historic St. 
Peter’s Church (a non-sectarian, not-for-profit organization founded to 
oversee the restoration and maintenance of the Church) are planning an 
art exhibit. 
  

All artists and art owners are welcome to submit artwork that reflects 
some aspect of the Church building, its setting, or the community it 
serves.  Visitors will be welcome to view the art at the Church, with CDC 
protocols in place, beginning on Sunday, September 5, through the end 
of October.  The artwork will also be available for viewing or purchase 
online.  Visit the website of the Church (Saintpeterspc.org.) or 
the Friends(www.friendsofsaintpeters.org) to find details regarding 
submissions. 
  

Important Dates: 

• Submission of artwork by email – no later than Saturday, August 14, 2021; 
 

• Artwork to be dropped off at Church – Saturday, August 21 10:00 AM-Noon; and Sunday, 
August 22, Noon- 2 PM. 

 

• Kickoff of the art show will take place on September 5,  
Homecoming Sunday.   

  

CDC-recommended protocols for social distancing (if still in effect)  
will be followed for drop-offs. 

 

To submit entries and/or ask questions, email info411@friendsofsaintpeters.org. 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Saturday June 19th 9am-Noon 
Join us for our annual church clean day as we take care of our 

beautiful church building! 
 

This is an important opportunity to make our worship space as 

welcoming as possible as we return to in-person worship and celebrate 

our 250th Anniversary! 
 

Please bring your own tools and cleaning products to assist with safety and costs. 
 

And bring a bag lunch for fellowship  

afterward on the Green! 

 
 

http://www.friendsofsaintpeters.org/
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Pentecost Worship and Inauguration of  

250th Anniversary Season 
 

Thank you to everyone who made this important worship 

service possible!  
 

CLICK BELOW to view the worship service! 
 

Click here 
 

Passcode: &Dr#Hvv2 

(type in password by hand, as it is “case sensitive”) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Photos submitted by Mary Anne Davis and Kathy Geddie 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Church Celebration Photo’s Needed 
 

St Peter’s is looking for photos of people who were married, baptized or celebrated another occasion 

at the church. We are looking to compile a slideshow or collage for our 250th celebration.  

 

If you have a photo, especially one in or in front of the church, please send a copy to the church at 

PO Box 14, Spencertown, NY 12165 or email to saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com or 

wendydiskin@gmail.com.  

 

Please submit your photo(s) through the month of June. Thank you!  
 

 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vSKeVr3wUS4scYgNQWMdsywa4BIVIevb7a8_Y-E1WTXayW4beveTJHBsbLqX64ZJt4lBGJ_uf4INqdXF.CgUxl29U3fB-Bc1W?continueMode=true
mailto:wendydiskin@gmail.com
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THANK YOU!  

Mother's Day Plant and Bake Sale 

 

 

We offer much gratitude to everyone who 

came out to support our Mother's Day Plant 

and Bake Sale!   

 

 

 

Special thanks to our organizing team, Nancy Ordman, Mary Anne 

Davis, the Cashen family, Mitzi Lobdel, Sandy Fischer and Marion 

Ulmer and many others who offered delicious baked goods!   

 

Over $1,000 was raised to support the ministries of St. Peter's! 

 

TO VOLUNTEER for FUTURE EVENTS: 

Please email Nancy Ordman at nancy.ordman@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
Pictured above from Left to Right: Margot Horan, Mary Anne Davis, Nancy Ordman, Mitzi Lobdell and Sandy Fischer 

 

mailto:nancy.ordman@gmail.com
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ST. PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
          PO Box 14  |  5219 County Route 7  |  Spencertown, NY 12165  |  518.392.3386           
                 saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com  |  saintpeterspc.org  |  facebook.com/saintpeterspc 
                                        Rev. Lynn Horan: 518-847-9115 | lynnmhoran@gmail.com 

 
 

HELP US CELEBRATE 250 Years on the Green! 
 

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family,  
 

This is an important season for our community of faith as we re-connect with one another, celebrate the 

250th anniversary of our church building and make the commitment to becoming a Matthew 25 Church!  

Let us come together as followers of Christ, as we reclaim what it means to be the church today! 
 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd: Inauguration of 250th Anniversary Season 
 

Join us on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd for worship in-person and on Zoom, as we 

kick-off our anniversary season, celebrating “250 Years on the Green.” As many of 

you know, our church was founded in 1760 and our church building was erected in 

1771 (with its original location on the Village Green).  During worship we will 

honor the Native American roots of the church grounds and explore the 

importance of land acknowledgment as people of faith. 
 

Building a Matthew 25 Church: “Actively Engaged in the World!” 
 

As we re-connect as a community of faith and celebrate our 250th anniversary, we do so 

with renewed awareness of God’s call to actively engage in the world around us.  In order 

to be a relevant witness to Christ’s message of reconciliation and inclusivity,  
 

St. Peter’s is committed to becoming a “Matthew 25 Church,” which is grounded in the 

larger mission of the PC(USA) to build congregational vitality, dismantle structural 

racism and eradicate systemic poverty.  Join us during our spring and summer worship 

series as we explore these important  

                            areas of faithful action! 
 

                                 Sustaining our Faith Community into the Future! 
 

As we embark on this milestone anniversary, please consider offering a special financial gift to ensure the 

future of our shared ministry!  During this past year, economic hardship has affected all areas of life, 

including our annual church budget.  We need your help as we look to the future! 
 

For more details see our upcoming newsletters and the included events card! 
 

Together in Christ, 

Rev. Lynn Horan and St. Peter’s Council 

 

 

 
 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
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SUSTAINING ST. PETER’S 

Thanks to the Tassinari family, we have 60 copies of the beautiful 

poem that was shared at our 250th Anniversary worship service on 

May 23rd. 

The poem, titled “Myrtle Creek,” was written by Abby Dwight 

Woodbridge in celebration of the independence jubilee in 

Spencertown, July 4th, 1846.  She was the niece of Rev. Timothy 

Woodbridge who served as pastor of St. Peter’s Presbyterian 

Church from 1843-1852.   

 

The poem shares beautiful images of the surrounding landscape, 

with reference to a “graceful spire” that is  

St. Peter’s! 

 

 

$250 for 250th Anniversary! 
 

We’d like to offer a beautiful, embossed copy of the 

poem, in a protective sleeve, to each individual who offers $250 and beyond in 

celebration of our 250th Anniversary season! 
 

Co-Treasurer Jeff Kiplinger’s Remarks from Pentecost Sunday 
Good morning, 
 

• Most of us realize that the 2020 put St Peters under a bit of a financial burden, but that our 

comeback in 2021 is happening.  Things are still somewhat uncertain for us, and I want to speak 

a little about how Council, and all of us will navigate this year.   

• First, In line with our Matthew 25 commitment, we are looking at congregational vitality.  We 

are beginning to come back together after a long time of being apart, and you and others in the St 

Peters family should expect some outreach from the elders to re-establish the bonds that we have 

with each other.   

• Second, our church’s maintenance, and our fundraising events, rely on volunteers.  We want to 

bring this spirit of volunteerism back to active participation, so look for lists of opportunities to 

take on small roles in the newsletter. 

• Finally, many of you are familiar with annual pledging.  We’ve been more communicative and 

up front about the importance of pledging in the past.  This is where we ask you to make an 

annual commitment to St Peters and keep you updated quarterly on where your contributions are 

relative to the commitment.   

• So that’s it - outreach, volunteerism, and pledging.  As you hear more about these three things, 

please recognize that this is how we’re going to emerge from this strange and difficult period 

stronger, and into better times. 
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April saw some sizable 

deposits made to our 

accounts. We received a 

check for $5,000 from 

June Keller’s Estate 

bequeathing that 

amount to the church. 

June was a faithful member of our 

congregation for many years.  

We also received $3,200 from the Clara Gott 

Fund for the manse flooding project and 

money toward the structural door repair at 

the manse along with our annual request of 

10% from the Clara Gott Incentive Fund 

($850). In addition, pledges and 

contributions were up this month as well as 

our investment account balances. Many 

thanks to all who faithfully support us each 

month.  

 

As of April 30th, our main operating account 

had funds available to the church of 

$26,691.64. We had deposits totaling 

$18,403 (including June’s gift and Clara 

Gott Award) and our expenditures were 

$12,271.88. Memorial donations also 

increased this month and we collected 

$1,100 for One Good Hour of Sharing that 

will be forwarded to the Albany Presbytery.  

 

The Mother’s Day bake and plant sale in 

May was a huge success. Thank you to the 

Farm at Miller’s Crossing who donated 

flowers, soil, pots and a place to create the 

flowerpots to sell as well to all those who 

planted flowers, baked and sold goods for 

this fundraiser and of course those of you 

who stopped by and purchased items. We 

made over $1,300 that will be included in 

next month’s report. Stay tuned for the 

Father’s Day fundraising event coming in 

June.  

 

Wendy Diskin and Jeff Kiplinger  

Co-Treasurers 

CLARA GOTT FUND  

APPLICATION DEADLINES 
 

The Clara Gott Fund application deadlines: 

Mar. 15th, Jun. 15th, Sept. 15th, and Dec. 15th 
 

Applications for assistance from the Fund 

are available at all times on the church 

bulletin board in the front hall and on our 

website at saintpeterspc.org. Church 

members are urged to call this to the 

attention of those who might want to apply. 

Our next application deadline June 15th 

 

Women Unabridged 

Book Group 
 

We welcome any woman in 

the church and friends. We usually meet the 

third Saturday of the month.  

We are currently meeting via Zoom, and we 

may have more frequent meetings during 

this time, too.  

For questions, please contact: 

Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or  

Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

For May and June, we are reading  

Bleak House by Charles Dickens 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

June Birthdays 
 

Kurt Barensfeld   6/3 

Seraphina Coalter  6/3 

Evelyn Keefner    6/5 

George French    6/6 

Marjorie Hansen   6/8 

Katie Smith      6/9 

David Pearce     6/10 

Hannah Braley    6/11 

Ellen Schoonover  6/15 

Karin Silvernale   6/29 

 
 

Did we forget your birthday? 
If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact 

one of our deacons to be added to the birthday list. 

 

http://saintpterspc.org/
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Deacons’ 2021 Caring List 
 

Please let a Deacon know if there is a 

concern to which we can offer prayers or 

support. This is an important part of our 

ministry as Deacons.  

Our first priority as Deacons is to you,  

our beloved community. 
 

The alphabetical list is divided as follows: 
 

Kathy Geddie:   A-COU 

(518-610-9002) 
 

Donna Staron:   COZZ-GOO 

(518-392-3488) 
 

Beth Cozzolino:  GOT-LIG 

(518-392-6946) 
 

Joel Dyslin:     LIP-ROG 

(518-392-5723) 
 

Jennifer Thompson: SAN-YOU 

(518-392-0025) 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Lynn’s weekly office hours are  

Mon –Wed, 9am–1pm.   

Lynn is also available whenever needed for 

pastoral care emergencies. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office/Cell Phone: 518-847-9115 

Email: lynnmhoran@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours 
Tues & Thurs 9am – 2:30pm 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 St. Peter’s Officers 
 

Council 
 

Wendy Diskin, Larry Massimo,  
Nancy Ordman, Teresa Barensfeld,  

David Pearce, Sandy Fischer,  
Barbara Conkling, Jeff Kiplinger 

 

Clerk of Council: Nancy Ordman 
 

Board of Deacons 
 

Beth Cozzolino, Jennifer Thompson,  
Kathy Geddie, Donna Staron, Joel Dyslin 

 

Co-Chairs: Jennifer Thompson  
and Beth Cozzolino 

 

Trustees 
 

Chris Cashen, Raeph Sanderson,  
Randy Ezinga, Kurt Barensfeld 

 

Co-Chairs: Kurt Barensfeld  
and Randy Ezinga 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
A Few Little Words of Wisdom 

Submitted by Mary Wambach 
 

Follow our heart, never surrender your dreams. 

Constantly work towards your goals. 

Believe in yourself and always be truthful. 

Take time to enjoy life’s pleasures. 

Keep your mind open to new experiences. 

Think before acting, but don’t forget the joys of 

spontaneity. 

Make your own decisions. 

Look out for yourself but remember that you 

share this universe with others. 

Look for the good in others. 

Everybody has their own song to sing. 

Live each moment to the fullest, for a moment 

too soon becomes a memory. 

Look for opportunities, not guarantees. 

Hope for the best.  

Give people a chance to love you, for that is 

how to you learn to love. 

Live your life for yourself, but always be 

considerate of others. 

Believe in tomorrow, for it holds the key to your 

continued success. 

mailto:lynnmhoran@gmail.com
mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
Lay-led Worship 10am 
Matthew 25 Building 
Congregational Vitality 

* 

 

31 1  
 

2  
Council Meeting 7pm 

3  
 

4  
Deacons Meeting 9am 

5  
 

6  
Youth & Family 
Sunday 

Outdoor Worship and  

Community Picnic 

at Spencertown Park 
Rt. 203 

*In-Person ONLY** 

7  
Matthew 25 Zoom 
Discussion 11am 

8  
Trustees Meeting 7pm 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Father’s Day 
Fundraiser 11am-1pm 

13  
Worship 10am 

Matthew 25 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Church Cleanup Day 
9am-12pm 

 

Women Unabridged 
Book Group 12pm 

20  
Worship 10am 

Guest Preachers  

Revs. MJ and Stewart 
Pattison 

*ZOOM ONLY* 

21  
Matthew 25 Zoom 
Discussion 11am 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
Lay-led Worship10am  

Matthew 25 

Howard Thurman 

Documentary 
Discussion 

* 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

 

Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I 
remember. Involve me and I learn. 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 
 

ST. PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
 

To submit an article for the newsletter just email it to Shelley at the church office 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. The submission deadline for the July 

issue is Sunday, June 20th.  
 

mailto:saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com

