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We Choose Hope 
By Reverend Donna Elia 

 
In difficult times, with more mass shootings 
and the Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. 
Wade, we choose tenacious hope. We are 
committed to preserving the Civil Rights of 
all. St. Peter’s hears God’s call to be a 
progressive church. Our witness is rooted in 
scripture and the God of the oppressed. 
With a long history of advocating for justice, 
we’re not going to stop now! 

Regarding the rights of women, PC (USA) 
says: We have long held that “God alone is 
Lord of the conscience” and has endowed 
all humans with the moral agency to make 
choices. This is no less true for those 
making decisions about whether and when 
to have children. We believe “the artificial 
or induced termination of a pregnancy is a 
matter of careful ethical decision of the 
patient”. . . and therefore should not be 
restricted by law.” 

Recently, I was asked to share two stories 
from previous sermons. One is about an 
exuberant youth group member and the 
other a faith leader in the Poor People’s 
Campaign. 

First Story: Once, I took a youth group on a 
work camp trip to Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota, where low-income 
indigenous peoples, Oglala Lakota Sioux, 
live. It was a Holy Disruption. Before we 
went, we completed a survey of our skills, 
most of us saying we knew how to paint. 
When we got there, we were assigned to cut 
into a trailer to outfit it with a standard-
sized door, as well as other out-of-our-
comfort-zone projects. I went to the person 
in charge and said, “This must be the wrong 

assignment. I said I could paint!” He said, 
“yes, but this is what needs to be done, and 
there’s a kid in your group who knows how 
to do the work.” By some miracle, we did 
accomplish our tasks. One of the kids from 
my youth group said, “I think I’m having a 
God breakthrough!” Sometimes together, 
stepping beyond the familiar, we receive the 
tools and inspiration to do what needs to be 
done. I have held onto that kid’s words, a 
God breakthrough, because break through 
is what God does. 

Second Story: To prepare for the Poor 
People’s Campaign March in DC, I started 
reading the book See No Stranger by 
Valerie Kaur. She says, “What if this 
darkness is not the darkness of the tomb 
but of the womb? What if our America is 
not dead but a country waiting to be born? 
What if the story of America is one long 
labor? What if all of our grandfathers and 
grandmothers are standing behind us now, 
those who survived occupation and 
genocide, slavery and Jim Crowe, 
detentions and political assault? What if 
they are whispering in our ear, ‘You are 
brave’? What if this is our nation’s greatest 
transition?”  

That is fierce hope. Pray and work that it be 
so! 
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Delivery of Donations to USCRI 
 
On June 9, Sharon Wing and Kathy Geddie 
delivered St. Peter’s donations to the United 
States Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants (USCRI) to the facility in 
Albany. 
 

 
 
They had a great conversation with three 
agency workers, who expressed much 
appreciation.  

“We settled 600 
Afghan refugees 
from November 
through May,” said 
Kate Shelly, USCRI 
Volunteer 
Coordinator, who 
accepted the 
donations. She 
added, “It was 
quite a rush.” The 
USCRI found, 
cleaned, and 
furnished housing 
for the families. 
They rely heavily 
on volunteers to do 

this work. The agency also places the 
children in a multilingual school, helps the 
families learn English, and assists the 
adults in finding jobs. The refugees are 
supported by USCRI for 2 years, then are on 
their own. Thanks to St. Peter’s congregants 
for your donations! 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Wendy Diskin and Jeff Kiplinger 

 
May was our last month to pay for pulpit 
supply for a while. In June, we welcomed 
Rev. Donna Elia as pastor, who is on a 
contracted short-term salary, until the end 
of summer. She brings vitality, knowledge, 
leadership, wisdom, compassion, and 
stability as we move forth in decisions 
concerning the church.  

Our short-term manse tenants have moved. 
We are grateful to have had such a friendly, 
responsible family in our manse and wish 
them well in their new Valatie home. A few 
maintenance issues arose while they lived at 
the manse, which we were able to address. 
Additional work is needed before we can 
consider renting again. The Building and 
Grounds Committee is in charge of those 
repairs/projects. 

In June, we forwarded the $1000 collected 
for One Great Hour of Sharing to the 
Presbytery, paid a large quarterly insurance 
bill, and paid the final bill for fuel oil. In 
addition, salaries and regular monthly bills 
were paid. 

July will bring some much-needed 
fundraising activities. We thank you for 
your generous support in the past and look 
forward to your continued support. There 
will be a bake sale on July 9th, and we will 
begin selling raffle tickets for our annual  
quilt raffle, which has been on hiatus due to 
the pandemic. The drawing will occur at our 
Christmas bazaar 0n December 3rd. 

We have work to do in the coming months, 
with escalating prices and a decision on a 
pastor. Stewardship and volunteerism will 
be highly important to our future. However, 
we remain hopeful and grateful as many of 
our congregation return after a long period 
of isolation. The St. Peter's community is 
important to so many, and there is great joy 
in watching it come back. 
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The Quilt Raffle Is Back! 

After a 2-year hiatus due to the pandemic, 
the quilt raffle is back! Margy Quinn has 
again generously donated a beautiful 
handmade quilt. 
 

 
 
The drawing will be at the annual Christmas 
Bazaar, scheduled for December 3, 2022. 
We will begin selling raffle tickets 
immediately. The first public event where 
they will be for sale is the July 9th bake sale. 

Tickets are $2 each, $5 for 3, and $10 for 7.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 
Mark July 9th from 10 AM to 12 PM on 
your calendar! St. Peter’s will be 
participating in the Spencertown Academy’s 
175-year anniversary with a bake sale table. 
We need contributions of delectable baked 
goods from our talented bakers to make this 
a success. Please bring your contributions 
by 9:30 AM on the 9th to our table or drop 
them off at the church beforehand. We will 
also sell quilt raffle tickets and hand out Jeff 
Kiplinger’s beautiful informational 
postcards about St. Peter’s.  

It's a Vegetarian Potluck! 
On the Green at 5:00 PM July 10I

 
The Austerlitz Climate Committee and St. 
Peter’s are collaborating on this event, 
which is the first of several events planned 
by the Climate Committee to promote and 
facilitate things we can do to combat 
climate change right here in our 
community. Come and bring a vegetarian 
entrée, side dish, or dessert to share. Also, if 
you can, bring recipe cards to hand out. 

Also, check out the Columbia County 
Climate Carnival on July 16th at the 
Columbia County Fairgrounds, 10 AM to 
4 PM.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Upcoming Fundraisers 

Planning is underway by the 
deacons to have takeout meal 
fundraisers in August, 
September, and on election 
day, November 8th. We will let 
you know when we have more 

details. This needs to be a congregation-
wide effort. If you have ideas for menus, 
etc., contact Mary Anne Davis, Joel Dyslin, 
Kathy Geddie, or Jennifer Thompson. 
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Come, Walk the Labyrinth on 
July 10th 

On Sunday, July 10, St. Peter’s will have a 
40' × 40' 11-circuit canvass labyrinth (in the 
manner of the Chartres Cathedral) outside 
along with Tea on the Green. There is a path 

for walking into the 
center and out again. 
People keep silent if 
they encounter 
others along the 
way. For those who 
don’t wish to walk 
the labyrinth on the 
ground, there will 

also be a hand-held one that is an exact 
replica. Many find walking a labyrinth to be 
a spiritual experience. It is thought that our 
life path can be viewed as a labyrinth 
guiding us to deeper meaning and 
fulfillment. Walking a labyrinth takes us 
through numerous twists and turns that 
symbolize the ebb and flow of life. Like the 
design of a labyrinth, what looks like an end 
point in life can also be a beginning point. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Presbyterians at DC March 
By Mary Anne Davis 

I traveled via Amtrak on Friday, June 17, from 
Hudson to Washington, DC, accompanied by 
Rev. Donna Elia, Linda O’Mally, and Nancy 
Pienta. Once in DC, we settled into our Airbnb, 
obtained provisions, and invited Rev. Holly 
Cameron of New Scotland Presbyterian Church; 
Rev. Karen Pollan of Delmar Presbyterian 
Church; and our friend Peris Tushabe, who lives 
in DC, to dinner. Donna, Peris, and I are on the 
Antiracist Task Force. We went to DC to 
participate in the Poor People’s March for 
Justice and Freedom.  

Saturday morning, we met up with the rest of 
our cohort, then walked toward the Capitol 
where the march was taking place. We acquired 
signs and joined the spirited gathering. The 
choir was singing. We sang along t0 the familiar 
songs, danced, and celebrated a beautiful day to 
Cry for Justice. Between songs, we listened to 
many speakers, including Beatrice King, MLK 
Jr.’s daughter. 

The Poor People’s Campaign Website says, “In 
1968, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
many others called for a revolution of values in 
America. They sought to build a broad, fusion 
movement that could unite poor and impacted 
communities across the country. Their name 
was a direct cry from the underside of history: 
The Poor People’s Campaign. 

“Today, the Poor People’s Campaign: A 
National Call for Moral Revival has picked up 
this unfinished work. . . .” 

We were inspired by the speakers’ words. In 
addition, we connected with a lot of like-minded 
folks, many of them faith based. In particular, 
we met Rev. Pat Jackson and other Presbyterian 
faith leaders. Rev. Jackson is the co-director of 
Interwoven Congregations, a recently formed 
organization working to connect with other 
churches. I look forward to working with this 
group, with the knowledge that we in our tiny 
Spencertown church hold the kernels of truth 
and the will to contribute to a moral revival that 
is more inclusive, less violent, and more 
accessible to all.  

Sunday morning we attended church at NY 
Avenue Presbyterian in downtown DC. As it 
turns out, that church was the home church of 
President Abraham Lincoln. We saw the pew in 
front where he sat and a parlor downstairs 
where he hung out. The original emancipation 
proclamation hangs on a wall there, and there 
was a picture of the great man with his Cabinet 
of Rivals. I was struck with the feeling that this 
group was the first antiracism task force.  
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Peggy Shriver 

We found 
out recently 
that Peggy 
Shriver died 
December 
21, 1921, at 
the age of 90. 
She died 5 
months after 
her husband 
of nearly 68 
years, Don 
Shriver, died. 
St. Peter’s 

was lucky to have this power couple in our 
midst for many years. They lived in 
Morningside Heights, Manhattan, and were 
active members of The Riverside Church 
there.  

They came to and were active in St. Peter’s 
for several years after their son Gregory 
built them a house in the area. We were 
lucky to have them. We cannot in this short 
newsletter tell the stories of their rich lives. 
Please read more about them online, 
starting with their obituaries: 

• https://utsnyc.edu/memoriam-peggy-
leu-shriver/ 

• https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/
nytimes/name/donald-shriver-
obituary?pid=199707946 

Peggy did many things with her abundant 
talents, including writing poetry. She 
recited some of her poems for us, 
sometimes during church and sometimes in 
our fellowship hall when we had literary 
readings and entertainment (yes, we did do 
that; perhaps we will again). 
Here is one of Peggy’s poems, from her 
book, The Dancers of Riverside Park. 

Evaluating Dreams 
By Peggy Shriver 

Despite the noisy clash of needs, 
     A lack of funds, so much to do, 
We still have learned to state our goals 
     And measurable objectives, too. 

They march across computer sheets 
     Like ledgered columns in a bank 
Or soldiers on maneuvers who 
     Assemble into ordered rank. 

So quickly, with a practiced glance 
     We scan the gains and shortfalls here. 
Our crises, tensions, muddled plans 
     Reorient our purpose clear. 

Evaluation offers hope 
     That we can do what we dare claim, 
Despite discouragement, despair 
     Or sly distractions from our aim. 

We need to mark these little steps 
     Along a tortured upward climb 
That seems impossible amidst 
     The poverty, disease, and crime. 

Yet numbers may not be precise. 
     One child who never learned to smile 
May more than twenty boisterous youth 
     Pose a challenge to beguile. 

We can describe what we attempt 
     In neat, achievable fine schemes, 
But in our hearts we wildly yearn 
     For miracles to stoke our dreams. 

We glimpse a woman, spirit-bent, 
     Blossom in a new vocation, 
A child unlocks his will to learn 
     When nurtured in a calm location. 

Communities begin to form 
     As leaders listen, neighbors share. 
Streets are bustling, clean and safe 
     And gardens flourish everywhere. 

Such dreams can help us persevere, 
     The numbers, goals bring clarity. 
Our very limits may evoke 
     Evaluation’s charity. 

Thus we continue day by day, 
     Enabled by the skills we hone, 
Empowered by the joyful truth 
     That we are working not alone. 

We need our neighbors, staff colleagues, 
     Community coworkers, friends, 
And God’s compassionate support 
     As “to the least” we make amends. 
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July Worship 

(In-person and via Zoom) 

Sunday, July 3 
Jere Wrightsman 

Sunday, July 10  
Rev. Donna Elia 

Communion  

Sunday, July 17  
Rev. Donna Elia 

Sunday, July 24  
Mary Anne Davis 

Sunday, July 31 
Rev. Donna Elia 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

We need volunteers 
for Tea on the Green. 
Please sign up on the 
signup sheet in the 
Narthex. 

 
 

Rev. Donna Elia will be at St. Peter’s 
some Wednesdays in July and August from 
10 AM to 2 PM. See the calendar at the end 
of this newsletter for her July schedule. Feel 
free to come chat with her in person while 

she is here. You can also call her on the 
church phone (518-392-3386) or her cell 

phone (528-495-6795.  

July 
Lectionary Readings 

Sunday, July 3 
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30 
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 

Sunday, July 10 
Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82 
Luke 10: 25-37 

Sunday, July 17  
Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82 
Luke 10:38-42  

Sunday, July 24 
Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85 
Luke 11:1-13  

Sunday, July 31 
Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Luke 12:13-21 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

July Birthdays 

John Lange     7/3           George Jahn    7/15 
Thomas Cozzolino  7/3    John Cozzolino   7/19 
Adam Fischer    7/7    Emma Braley    7/20 
Kate Lippert    7/10    Lael Cashen    7/21 
Ann McChord    7/11    Teresa Barensfeld  7/25 
Hannah Cozzolino  7/13    Galen Lange    7/29 
Raeph Sanderson  7/13      

 
Did we forget your birthday? 

If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact one of our Deacons. 
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Congratulations to: 
 

• Morgan Deane on her engagement to George Moore, and 
they are expecting twins in October! They recently moved to 
Kingsdown on the beautiful southeast coast of the English 
Channel. Morgan is stepmom to Rowan, Mina, and Eben 
Moore. She is feeling well and very happy. She loves St. 
Peter’s and reads the newsletter every month. 

 
 
 

• Gabe Franck on his recent engagement to Megan 
Humiston of Glens Falls. No date set yet. Gabe’s 
parents, Mary Anne Davis and Dan Franck, are 
thrilled! 

 
 
 
 
 

• Julian Greene and Marc Lypen, who were married 
Saturday, June 11, at the Roxbury [NY] Barn and Estate.  
Pictured are proud parents Beth Illingworth and Paul 
Greene, Julian and Marc, and brother Isiah Greene. 

 

 
 
 

• Teresa and Kurt Barensfeld, who will celebrate 
their 44th wedding anniversary on July 15! 

 
 
 
 
 

Note: If you have milestones in your family (graduations, marriages, anniversaries, births, 
milestone birthdays, etc.), please contact Kathy Geddie in the Church Office at 518-392-3389 

or email saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com. 
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Congratulations Chatham High School Graduates: 

Left: Colin Thompson, son of Sharon and Pete Thompson, grandson of Bonnie Mesick, and 

great nephew of Donna Staron. Colin plans on working after graduation. 

Right: Erin Paige Madsen, daughter of Wendy Dyslin and Michael Madsen, granddaughter of 

Joel Dyslin, and niece of Sandy Fischer. Erin plans to attend  HVCC in the fall and will play on 

the softball team.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Women Unabridged 
Book Group 

We welcome any woman in 
the church and friends. We 
usually meet the third 
Monday of the month.  

For July, we are reading The Other Alcott: A 
Novel by Elise Hopper. 

The July meeting is Monday the 18th at 6 PM 
via Zoom. For questions or to join the group, 
please contact Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, 
or Teresa Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

Saint Peter’s Painting Project. 
Joel Dyslin is pleased to report 
that the painting of the church’s 
exterior is progressing nicely and 
is on schedule. The Friends of St. 
Peter’s selected an excellent 
contractor, L.A. Painting. Both 
the Friends and the contractor 
are to be commended for the 
quality and progress of this very 

important work. And they have included 
painting the railing, which was not in the 
original contract. It is looking wonderful. 

PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
To submit an article for the newsletter, just email it to Kathy to the church office at 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com by the 25th of each month. The submission deadline 
for the August issue is Monday, July 25th. 
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   ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 

 
 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
Jere Wrightsman 

In-person & Zoom 

 

No Tea on the Green 

 

4  
Happy 
Independence 
Day! 

5  

 

6 
Joint Board 
Meeting – 
Council and 
Deacons – 

via Zoom 7 PM 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
Spencertown 
Academy 175th 
Anniversary event; St. 
Peter’s to have a table 
selling baked goods 

10 
Rev. Donna Elia 

Communion  

In-person & Zoom 

 

Walking the labyrinth 
 

Climate/St. Peter’s 
Vegetarian Potluck at 
5 PM on the Green 

11  
 

12 
 

13  

Rev. Elia at the 
church from 10 
AM to 2 PM 

 

14 
 

15  
 

16  
Columbia County 
Climate Carnival  
at the Columbia 
County Fairgrounds 
10 AM to 4 PM 
 

17  
Rev. Donna Elia 

In-person & Zoom 

 

18 
Women Unabridged 
Meeting, 6 PM via 
Zoom 

19  
 

20 
Rev. Elia at the 
church from 10 
AM to 2 PM 

 
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24 
Mary Anne Davis 
In-person & Zoom 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
Rev. Donna Elia 

In-person & Zoom 
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