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Signs of Hope 
By Reverend Donna Elia 

 
As you read this newsletter, I invite you to 
consider the great work St. Peter’s is doing! 
Our lay leaders share in worship with 
extraordinary talent and commitment. 
Liturgy is the work of the people, and our 
worship reflects that conviction. John Calvin 
reminded us that God is the audience, not 
the congregation, so our worship is a 
grateful response.  

Soon, we will have educational 
opportunities to train any elders who wish 
to preside at the Lord’s Supper. If the very 
idea inspires awe and slight trembling, it 
should. We come before the table with a 
sense of Divine presence and the sacredness 
of the Communion of the people. 

St. Peter’s excels at spreading a table. Our 
coffee hour—and now Tea on the Green—
creates an atmosphere of welcome. People 
stay to talk with one another, and there is a 
sense of joy! Thank you to the Deacons for 
their faithful service and to others who have 
stepped up to assist with Tea on the Green. 
You are helping build community. We have 
guests with us on a regular basis, most 
recently members of the Presbyterian 
congregations in Valatie and Hudson. 

Our compassion and justice-seeking work 
continue. St. Peter’s and its congregants 
seek to address climate change, alleviate 
food insecurity, and lift up the 
disenfranchised, to name a few of the goals 
of the church. In collaboration with other 
partners, we will persist in being advocates 
for a more just society. We cannot do 

 
everything but we will do all the good we 
can. 

Do you have ideas for worship, hospitality, 
and justice-seeking? Please share them with 
me or with any of our church officers. We 
will keep moving in the direction of growth 
and transformation. 

Grace and peace to you and yours, 
Donna 

 

Rev. Donna Elia will be at St. Peter’s 
some Wednesdays in August. See the 

calendar at the end of this newsletter for the 
schedule. Feel free to come chat with her in 
person while she is here. You can also call 

her on the church phone (518-392-3386) or 
her cell phone (518-495-6795).  

 

about:blank
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      Painting Is Done! 
 

The painters completed painting the church in early July, and it is so beautiful, gleaming bright white 
under the summer sun. L.A. Painting did a great job! The dedicated workers were always friendly and 
easy to talk to. And they went beyond expectations by including the following noncontracted work 
into the project: 

• Scraping and painting the railing,  

• Trimming tree branches that were very close to the church, and  

• Painting the entrance to the basement. 
We thank all who made this happen, including Friends of St. Peter’s who raised funds to pay for it, 
and contracted with the L.A. Painters to do the job. We also thank Joel Dyslin for his interactions with 
the painters and making sure the work was done correctly. Here are some photos showing the process 
and the finished product. 

            In Process                  
 

                            All Done             
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Dinner Will Be Served 

 

 
 
Our Summer Takeout Dinner is 
Saturday, August 20th. As you can see from the 
flyer above, delicious fare is on the menu. Call 
in your orders now to the church phone 
number (518-392-3386), and tell all your 
friends to do the same. Though walk-ins are 
welcome, we’ll have a better idea of how much 
food to order and prepare if you reserve in 
advance. 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare food 
on August 19 at 1 PM, to make final 
preparations on August 20, to help during the 
event from 4 to 6 on the 20th, to clean up 
afterward, and to make St. Peter’s 
congregation’s famous desserts. Please 
consider what you can do to help. For 
questions and to volunteer, contact Mary Anne 
Davis, Sharon Wing, or Kathy Geddie. Signup 
sheets for volunteering are in the Narthex. 
 
 
 
 
 

Clara Gott Fund  
 

The Clara Gott Fund received one application 
for the June 15th deadline. The committee 
awarded the $200 requested by the applicant, 
to be used to subsidize those who cannot afford 
the $30 fee required to attend a caregiver’s 
workshop. 

Applications for assistance from the Fund are 
available at all times on the church bulletin 
board in the narthex. 

Church members are urged to call this to the 
attention of those who might want to apply. 

 

Our next application deadline is 
September 15th 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

Song of the Builders 
by Mary Oliver 

 
On a summer morning 

I sat down 
on a hillside 

to think about God — 

a worthy pastime. 
Near me, I saw 
a single cricket; 

It was moving the grains of the hillside 

this way and that way. 
How great was its energy, 

how humble its effort. 
Let us hope 

it will always be like this, 
each of us going on 

in our inexplicable ways 
building the universe. 
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Have You Purchased Your Raffle 
Tickets Yet? 

Get your raffle tickets for a beautiful handmade 
quilt created by Margy Quinn. 

Tickets are on sale now 
until the drawing of the 
winner at the end of the 
annual Christmas Bazaar, 
scheduled for December 3, 
2022. If you would like to 
sell tickets to your friends 
and family, we have some 
available at the church. We 

have tickets available for you to take to sell to 
family and friends. For questions, contact 
Wendy Diskin at 518-392-6395. 

Tickets are $2 each, $5 for 3, and $10 for 7.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Women Unabridged 
Book Group 

We welcome any woman in 
the church and friends. We 
usually meet the third Monday 
of the month. For August, we 

are continuing to read The Other Alcott: A 
Novel by Elise Hopper. The next meeting is 
Monday, August 15, at 6 PM via Zoom. For 
questions or to join the group, please contact 
Denise Davis, 518-392-9690, or Teresa 
Barensfeld, 518-755-3273. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

We are continuing 
Tea on the Green 
through August 28th. 
If someone wants to 
help by bringing 
lemonade and 
helping set up/clean 
up, that’s great. We 
have food in the 

freezer to serve on the 21st and 28th; the 
Valatie Presbyterian Church is bringing 
refreshments for August 14th. Weather 
permitting, we will gather on the Spencertown 
Green for our fellowship. If it is too hot or 
raining or just not a good weather day, we’ll 
meet in the basement of the church. 

The Austerlitz Climate Committee presents a 
free showing of the full-length documentary 

film titled The Story of Plastics at the Austerlitz 
Town Hall on August 14th at 4:00 PM. The film 

is an exposé revealing the ugly truth behind 
plastic pollution and the false solution of 

plastic recycling. All are welcome.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Combined Congregations 
Gathered at St. Peter’s 

On July 24 and 31, our three area Presbyterian 
churches gathered at St. Peter’s for worship 
and will again on August 14.  
Both the Valatie and Hudson Presbyterian 
Churches joined us while their ministers were 
not available. It was a joyful event for both 
worship and Tea on the Green afterward, and it 
was nice to see so many people in the pews.  
On the 24th, Jean Brower brought giant sub 
sandwiches and little lemon cakes; Sandy 
Fischer brought the drinks; there was enough 
for some people to take dinner home. On the 
31st, Reverend Elia brought homemade 
zucchini bread, crackers with bruschetta 
topping, and other treats.  
Also on the 31st, the Hudson church asked if 
they could celebrate 5-year-old Ella’s birthday, 
and we enthusiastically said yes. Ella and her 
family are recent refugees from Brazil who the 
Hudson church has sponsored, helping them 
find a home and settle in with camp for the 
kids, learning English, and many other things. 
They brought balloons and a delicious cake that 
they shared with us, and many happy 
moments. Leslie Tapsac made the celebration 
happen, and left us this wonderful note: 
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In Loving Memory 
Of Harold “Tookie” Silvernale 

1927-2022 
 

Harold “Tookie” Silvernale, whose spirit passed 
from this earth on July 23, was known for his 
love, loyalty, and dedication. He considered 
himself very blessed to have found his beloved 
Grace Ann, a wife who was a true partner and 
friend. She said, “it was like a miracle that God 
brought us together.” He would help her with 
anything, such as setting up for the St. Peter’s 
Christmas Bazaar, helping at the Austerlitz 
Blueberry Festival, and cooking a meal. He 
adored his children, their spouses, and his 
grandchildren, and he would have cherished 
his new great granddaughter, Alana Rae. 

Harold loved simple things, like fly fishing, 
hunting, and being close to nature. He was an 
avid golf and the Yankees fan. Grace Ann said 
this quote from Laura Ingalls Wilder sums up 
his life: It is the simple things of life that make 
living worthwhile, the sweet fundamental 
things, such as love and duty, work and rest, 
and living close to nature.  

~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~ 

August Lectionary Readings 

7th: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20, Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23, 

Luke 12:32-40 

14th: Isaiah 5:1-7, 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-
19, Luke 12:49-56 

21st: Jeremiah 

1:4-10, Psalm 71:1-
6, Luke 13:10-17 

28th: Jeremiah 

2:4-13, Psalm 81:1, 
10-16, Luke 14:1, 
7-14 

 

 

Thank You from Mary Wambach 

I am so grateful to the 
people at St. Peter’s for 
all the help and 
encouragement given to 
me while I was in the 
Barnwell and Evergreen 

Commons Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Centers. I appreciate the visits, the calls, and 
the many cards I received. They really helped 
me endure a tough time. Though I’m still 
recovering from my spinal fracture, it is so 
good to have reached a point where I can do 
that at home. And since I’ve been home, the 
help has continued with food, chats, cards, etc. 
Thank you so much! Mary 

~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~ 

August Worship 
Sundays at 10 AM 

(In-person and via Zoom) 

7th: Rev. Donna Elia 

Communion 

14th: Rev. Donna Elia 

Joined by Hudson and Valatie Churches 

21st: Jeffrey Kiplinger 

28th: Jere Wrightsman 

~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~ 
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   Happy Birthday to You:   

 

Randy Ezinga   8/2 
Patti Scheppman  8/2 

Doug Conkling   8/8 

Marion Ulmer   8/8 

David Hudson   8/10 

Dan Conkling   8/18 

Jane Fischer    8/19 

Richard Fischer   8/19 

Beth Cozzolino   8/23 

 
Did we forget your birthday? 

If you would like to be added to our birthday list, please contact one of our Deacons. 

 
 

Happy Milestone Birthday to: 
 
Dan Franck, who turned 75 in May. For his birthday, he and wife Mary Anne 
Davis celebrated with a wonderful trip to many places in England.  
  

  
 

 
Galen Lange, who turned 35 on July 29th. He celebrated by going 
with friends to a favorite Mexican restaurant in Albany, El Loco. 
 

 
 

Note: If you have milestones in your family (marriages, anniversaries, births, milestone birthdays, 
graduations, etc.), please contact Kathy Geddie in the Church Office at 518-392-3389 or email 

saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com. 

 

PETER’S PRESS DEADLINE 
To submit an article for the newsletter, just email it to Kathy to the church office at 
saintpeters.spencertown@gmail.com by the 25th of each month. The submission deadline 
for the September issue is Thursday, August 25. 
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From Tea on the Green July 10 

 
 
Standing on left, Teresa 
Barensfeld; on bench from left, 
Kurt Barensfeld, Ian Wing, John 
Lange 

 
 
 
 

 
 

From left: A friend, Sandy 
Fischer, Jennifer 
Thompson, Nona Lange, 
Mary Anne Davis, Leslie 
Meyer, Teresa Barensfeld 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From left: Luke Olivieri, Sharon Wing, Kurt Barensfeld, Donna Elia, Jeff Kiplinger 
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Tea on the Green July 10 Photos (Continued) 

 
 

 

 

Kate Lippert and friends, 
celebrating Kate’s 11th 
birthday. Yes, there was 
cake, along with balloons 
and presents. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kate got a bunny for her birthday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jennifer Thompson and Nona Lange walking the Labyrinth. 

Reverend Elia brought the canvas labyrinth (in the manner of the Chartres Cathedral). Many find 
walking a labyrinth to be a spiritual experience. It is thought our life path can be viewed as a 

labyrinth guiding us to deeper meaning and fulfillment. Like the design of a labyrinth, what looks like 
an end point in life can also be a beginning point.  
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   ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

1  
 

2  
 

3 
Joint Board 
Meeting and 
dinner – Council 
and Deacons – 

6 PM at the 
Manse 

Rev. Elia 
available from 
1-5 PM 

4 
 

5 
 

6  
 

7  
Rev. Donna Elia 

Communion  

In-person & Zoom 

 

Tea on the Green 

 

8  
 

9  

 

10 
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14 
Rev. Donna Elia 

In-person & Zoom 

Joined by Valatie and 
Hudson Churches 

Tea on the Green 

 

15  
Women Unabridged 
Meeting, 6 PM via 
Zoom. Reading 
book The Other 
Alcott. 

16 
 

17  

Rev. Elia 
available from 
10 AM to 2 PM 

18 
 

19  
 

20 
St. Peter’s summer 
takeout dinner 4-6 
PM. Call: 518-392-
3386 to reserve your 
dinner; walk-ins are 
welcome 
 

21  
Jeffry Kiplinger 

In-person & Zoom 

Tea on the Green 

 

22 
 

23  
 

24 
 
 

25  
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Jere Wrightsman 
In-person & Zoom 

Tea on the Green 

 

29 30 31    
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